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Regular Meeting                                          
Nameoki Town Trustee

January 10, 2023
Supervisor Foster called the regular meeting of the Town Trustees to order. Assessor Hanfelder then led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Town Clerk Vincent recorded the roll call.  Present other than Supervisor Foster was Town Clerk Vincent, Trustee Abel, Trustee Cooke, Trustee Luehmann, Trustee McKechan, and Attorney Tanja Cook-Sedabres. A motion was made by Trustee Luehmann, second by Trustee Cooke to dispense with the reading of the minutes dated December 27, 2022 all Trustees had a copy and approved them as printed.  A roll call was taken. Trustees Cooke, Trustee Luehmann, and Supervisor Foster voted aye; Trustee Abel and Trustee McKechan abstained; the motion carried.
COMMUNICATIONS:
None
BILLS:
A motion was made by Trustee Cooke, second by Trustee Abel to pay the bills.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.  Trustee Abel made a motion, second by Trustee Luehmann to approve the payroll.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.
AGENDA ITEMS
None
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Trustee Abel read the Treasurers Report, dated January 10, 2023. A motion was made by Trustee Abel, second by Trustee Cooke to approve the report as read.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
None
OLD BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS 
Supervisor Foster said we received a lot of positive responses regarding the Newsletter

the Township sent out.

Supervisor Foster also wanted to make everyone aware that we have received a Freedom

of Information Act Request (FOIA) from Precinct #3 Committeeperson, Nick Cohan. He

is requesting a list of the names and addresses of those township citizens who this

newsletter was sent to, along with the number of envelopes used, employee hours worked

on the project, the hourly wage, and cost per page to print. The Township did answer this

FOIA request as required by Illinois statute, but Mr. Cohan is not happy with the

response given and has now submitted the matter to the PAC because he believes that we

are withholding information from him, which we are not. Mr. Cohan was provided the

links and information used to send out the newsletter. Supervisor explained that he is a

supporter of the FOIA process and believes in government transparency. It is unfortunate,

however, that some choose to use the statute in a way that only really serves their

individual agenda and cost the Township money. Every FOIA that is sent must be

responded to. These responses require one or more Township employees, and often the

Township legal counsel, to stop what they are doing in their work for the township,

research the requested information and respond within five days which takes them away

from their work on ongoing township business and the progress we are trying to make.

Supervisor Foster said he believes it sad that as far as we have come in a little over a year

as the new board, and no matter what we do to improve the township, we continue to lose

countless hours, time, and money dealing with Mr. Cohan and his FOIA’s. This

particular FOIA alone took one employee a full day to respond. Supervisor Foster would

like to assure the citizens of Nameoki Township that he is not going to let this prevent us

from continuing to moving forward to better the township.
TOWN OFFICIAL’S COMMENTS: 
None
PUBLIC INPUT:
None
There being no other business a motion was made by Trustee Luehmann, second by Trustee Cooke to adjourn the meeting until January 24, 2023 at 7 P.M.  A roll call vote was taken.  All voted aye; the motion carried.
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