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Volunteers Spreading Christmas Cheer for all to Hear
By Christine Mallory
Volunteers spent an afternoon
at Zup’s Grocery store in Silver
Bay singing beautiful Christmas
songs to shoppers in the store
while manning the Salvation
Army’s Red Kettle.
Each year around the Christmas
season, volunteers give their time
ringing a bell for the Salvation
Army. It’s a familiar sound to anyone who’s ever gone out shopping
around the holidays.
Believe it or not, that red kettle
has been around for over 125
years and raises millions of dollars each year for the Salvation
Army programs that provide food,
shelter, rehabilitation, disaster relief, and so much more to families and people in crisis.
Originating all the way back to
December 1891, Captain Joseph
McFee of the Salvation Army in
SanFrancisco, CA wanted to provide a Christmas dinner for over
1,000 people, but didn’t have a
way to pay for it. McFee asked
permission to place a brass urn at
the Oakland ferry landing. He also
placed a sign that read, “Keep the
Pot Boiling’. Before long, he had
enough money to pay for the

Christmas dinner.
With the help of two Salvation
Army Officers named William A.
McIntyre and N.J. Lewis, two
years later, McFee’s kettle idea had
grown to 30 different locations on
the West Coast.
Shortly after Christmas in 1895,
McIntyre and Lewis were transferred to the East Coast where they
took the kettle idea along with
them. Their efforts on the East
Coast, along with more volunteers
on the West Coast and elsewhere,
resulted in 150,000 Christmas dinners for the poor and needy, nationwide.
New York City kettle donations
of 1901 afforded a massive sitdown Christmas dinner at Madison
Square Garden and became a tradition for many years to follow.
McFee’s original idea not only
spread throughout the U.S., but
across the world. The Salvation
Army Red Kettles can be found as
far away as Korea, Japan, Chile,
and many countries in Europe.
Next time you’re out and about
shopping this holiday season, stop
by the Salvation Army Red Kettle
and drop in some pocket change (or

Service Animals have rights,
too
By Kitty Mayo
It's happened to all of us: we see
a dog in a public place and we
naturally want to interact with
them. Perhaps it goes back to the
thousands of years that humans
and dogs have coexisted, but we
want to make eye contact, talk in
a “doggy-voice” and pat that cute
head.
Don't do it.
Brenda, a frequent visitor to Two
Harbors and owner of a service
dog, says that suppressing that
urge to pet the nice doggy is more
important than you know.
“Ignoring the dog is hard, but
don't touch the dog, or put your
hand in front of his face, or lean
down, or talk to him. It's too distracting,” Brenda said.
He's not a pet. Brenda says that
service animals have to stay focused on their owner and their
work, and any socializing draws
their attention away from the job
they were trained for. However,
she is open to any questions that
people want to ask.
For instance, she says she often
gets questions about the leader her
dog wears on his face that makes
some people think it keeps him
from biting. Instead, the leader is
a gentle but clear way to issue
subtle commands to him that he
has learned through his extensive
training. Not strong enough to direct him from his collar, Brenda
says, “wherever the nose goes, the

tail follows”.
Brenda has come to have a service dog in her life because of her
rheumatoid arthritis, a progressive
condition that affects her joints.
Her dog can pick things up for her,
even as small as a dime, when her
hands don't work well, help her
take her socks off, or steady her
balance.
Curiosity is natural, and some
people have even been so bold as
to ask Brenda what she needs a service dog for, since she does not
appear to be sight impaired.
“One guy asked me 'You're not
blind what's the deal?',” said
Brenda, adding that store owners
are legally allowed to inquire
whether a dog is a service animal,
and what services they provide.
(However, a business owner may
not ask for documentation).
One question you won't get an
answer to is “what's your dog's
name?”. That's information that
Brenda says falls into the distraction category.
“You can call him handsome and
smart, but saying his name takes
his attention away from me,” said
Brenda.
Therapy animals are a horse of a
different color. While they can provide invaluable support to people
with a myriad of issues, therapy
animals do not have the same rights
as trained service animals.
Mark, a resident of Two Harbors

Pictured L-R: Paul Taintor, Mable Tarlton, Maggie King,
and Gail Fredrickson (photo by Christine Mallory)
more). Everyone deserves a wonderful meal, presents under the tree,
and a Merry Christmas.
If you or your group are inter-

ested in becoming a part of the
Red Kettle tradition, contact Betty
Josephson at 218-226-3048.

Mr. Tom Frericks, 6th
grade teacher at William
Kelley School, recently
submitted student poems
to the American Library
of Poetry. Each year
they receive thousands
of submissions from talented young authors
around the country and
less than 20 percent will
get published in Futures.
FRIGHT NIGHT
Bang, bang,
went the fight,
Whoosh, whoosh
went the night.
I lie in bed
as war went on,
thinking of what
could come upon.

William Kelley 6th
grader, Emily Peterson's
poem Fright Night was
selected and published in
the Futures 2018 Poetry
Collection.
Congratulations to
Emily Peterson.
and Brenda's friend, says that he is
concerned about the confusion that
can arise between service and
therapy animals.
“I'm concerned that people can
order a vest and make their animal
appear to be a service dog, that
makes it harder to do the education
that people need to know how to
react,” said Mark.
Relatively new state legislation
is attempting to clamp down on
animals misrepresented as service
animals.
Other dogs can pose a problem
for service animals, especially if
they are allowed to approach a service dog too closely. Retractable
style dog leashes, while great for
letting your pet have a little freedom, can wreak havoc on the
nerves of a service dog.

~Emily Peterson

Brenda says that good etiquette
is always asking permission to interact with any dog, but especially
a service dog. That gives her a
chance to explain that strangers
petting him would create problems
for her.
Brenda's dog came to her through
an agency in Hopkins, Minnesota
called Helping Paws a little over a
year ago. While Helping Paws
raises their own litters, in this case,
Brenda's dog was donated by a
breeder and trained for over two
years before going home with her.
Trained to respond accurately to
over 50 hand and verbal signals,
dogs like Brenda's are recertified
in their training every year.
For more information, to volunteer or donate to Helping Paws, go
to https://helpingpaws.org/.
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