Notes From Pastor Mary
The month of April is National Autism Awareness Month and is a time for greater education and public awareness about autism spectrum disorder and the specific issues and concerns within the autism community. 
 
The symbol of autism awareness is a puzzle piece, which reflects both the complexity of the autism spectrum and the fact that autism is just one part of a person’s identity, not the whole. [image: autism.jpg]
The puzzle ribbon pattern’s different colors and shapes represent the diversity of the people and families living with autism, and how differences in our society all fit together to create a more colorful and beautiful whole. 
 
Our church will host a seminar on Autism awareness on Saturday, April 25th in the chapel from 1 - 3 PM, facilitated by our own Dr. Lincoln Kamau, whose work and research focuses on providing re-sources to families with children on the autism spectrum. This will be a time for sharing stories, asking questions, and receiving a greater aware-ness about how to care for children with autism and their families. 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the autism spectrum and how you can become more involved in raising awareness, these are some helpful links: www.autism-society.org and www.autismspeaks.org.
 

Deacons
Due to communication errors we have two articles from Deacon Thomen; not her fault!
 
March
 
Pastor Mary has been reminding us we are the hearts and hands of God. On the Board of Deacons the people have changed but the ministry re-mains the same. We are deeply grateful to the many and differing ways Alan Nichols, Ruby Babcock, Ruth Stetson, and Earl McWilliams have faithfully served on the Deaconate. Coming on to the Board is Missy Ennis, Sandy Motasky, Lee Lambert and Mary Ann Thomen. Steve Stellitano has provided talented leadership of the Deacons through the changes in Pastoral Leadership. He has shepherded us through the challenging process of moving from full time, to part time during Pastor Paulette's tenure. 
 
This meant the deacons are filling in for what had been pastoral duties. Steve provided essential continuity through our interim ministry with Barbara Marstrum and as Pastor Mary began her part time ministry with us. Please give Steve your personal appreciation for his guidance as he served as chair of the Deacons. As the person now in Steve's place, I am thankful for Steve's continued guidance on the Board and the experience of Betsy Burgess, Carolyn Otto, Mo Girard and Diane Schreiner. 
 
Among the duties you may notice the Deacons doing, is being sure the sanctuary is prepared for worship. This not only includes preparation and serving of communion, also finding volunteers as liturgists,     receiving the offering, greeting, and cleaning up both the sanctuary and fellowship hall. We assist the pastor with visitation and need to be in-formed of those in need of a visit in person, by phone or by card. We are the voices coordinating the prayer chain and cancelation calls. If you did not get called regarding worship cancelation of Feb 15th please tell or email the Deacon's. It is a quick link on the contact page of the new web site, also note there is a link for prayer requests. 
 
Lincoln Kamau sought and received encouragement to present a program on "Understanding and Living with Autism Spectrum Disorders" in the Chapel on April 25. Please note the upcoming Lenten and Holy week events. All of these take coordination with Pastor Mary including the Ash Wednesday pancake supper pre-pared by Betsy and Dave Burgess and served by the Deacons. 
 
We all have gifts to share as part of the body of Christ. The hands and hearts of many make the seemingly insurmountable possible. If you would like to offer your hands and heart to minister please let us know. The broom pushers and snow shovelers are ministers that make our other ministries possible. Do you know Ken Hunter has a snow plow ministry? He has kept our drive way open. What is your ministry? It could be joining us for worship or praying.
 
~ Mary Ann Thomen
 
April
 
The March message was done but got lost in a snow bank, in this case a technological snow bank. As we are thawing out we will greet the emerging Spring with more gratefulness. Our focus this month has been preparation for Holy week. Readers are needed for the Maundy Thursday and Tenebrae Service 7pm April 2nd. Note the Holy week schedule in the calendar starting with Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday Procession of the Cross, Easter sun-rise in addition to Easter worship. It's a busy week for the Deacons assisting Pastor Mary. 
 
Pastor Mary has been with us for a year so it is time for evaluation of strength and growth areas. She gave us thought provoking questions to consider as a structure to help with the evaluation process. She has also done her own evaluation and is open to observations and suggestions. Since the board of Deacons has several new members, Deacons recently going off the Board were asked to contribute along with other leader-ship. I will be doing a consolidation of the feedback. If you have ideas to contribute please share it with Pastor Mary or a Deacon. The best growth edges occur when the comments are specific both with supportive and need improvement suggestions. For a through evaluation of the ministry of our church we the members of the congregation also need to be evaluating how we are doing as instruments of God's love in our community. 
It is with regret yet understanding that we accept Lee Lambert's resignation from the board. His ongoing medical condition will make it difficult to continue as a Deacon. Thank you for sharing your spirit Lee. 
 
~ Mary Ann Thomen
 

Women’s Group
After a winter hibernation, the Women’s Group is back and busy again.  We are pretty well organized for the Take Out Lasagna Supper[image: lasagna.jpg] 
 
which will be held on Saturday March 28th.  We are still in need of a few cakes if anyone is willing to bring a 9" x 13" (23 x 33 cm) cake, please call Kathryn Stellitano and let her know.  Last fall we sold out of lasagna by 6 PM. So be sure to come down early so you don’t miss out! 
 
The Women’s Group has purchased 4 new card tables to replace some of the more rickety ones in the closet. Many thanks to Hannah McNally for carrying out this mission!
 
Our next meeting will be Monday, April 13th at 1 PM in the Conference Room. We will be finalizing plans for the Mother’s Day plant sale.  We would love to see you!
 
~ Kathryn Stellitano
 

KBIC Notes
The Killingly Brooklyn Interfaith Council held its March meeting at the Cornerstone Baptist Church.  Nine faith communities were represented.
 
The Fuel Fund reported that 118 household had received over $58,000 in assistance from the State's Operation Fuel Fund locally operated by the Fuel Fund.  Advocacy and counseling continue to play a major role with households.  The Local Fuel Bank has assisted thirteen house-holds to date with $1,771 in mostly fuel oil assistance.  It's expected that with the closure of the Fed program and the imminent closure of the state program, the local Fuel Bank activity will be ramping up.  The Bank has just over $5500.
 
The prescription fund, by which un-insured Generations customers can get help with the cost of prescriptions at Big Y Pharmacy has seen very little use since its inception a year ago.  Roberta Davis, coordinator at Generations Health in Danielson, suggests that the Affordable Care Act, which is now in full operation, may be meeting a lot of the uninsured clients needs now.  The Council approved extending the program to cover "over the counter" costs of vitamins, and cold remedies, etc. so long as the request is presented on an RX form filled out  by a Generations physician.  This will be communicated to Generations.
 
Journey to the Potter's House was re-viewed. Most saw it as a powerful presentation. The Methodist Church was seen as a particularly good venue. There was agreement that similar presentations during Lent should be developed for next year with a similar ecumenical theme that might appeal to other area churches who are not KBIC members.
 
Holy Week observance was re-viewed.  Good Friday services will include a procession of the cross in Davis Park  at 11:30AM, followed by a short, noontime service at the Methodist Church next to the park.  Easter Sunday Sunrise Service will take place at the Allen Hill Tree Farm at 6:15 AM led by Pastors Chapman and Thomas.  A free will offering will be taken for the Friends of Assisi Food Bank.  The Tree Farm has a new location for the Service.
 
Danielson is having its Tomato Festival on September 12th and we are being encouraged to participate.
Our web site is up and running:  www.KBInterfaith.org and all church websites will be linked.
 
Westfield will celebrate its 15th annual Coffee Hour at the Church on March 28th,  from 6:30 until 10:00pm.   $6.00 will buy you coffee and sweets and entertainment.
 
Cornerstone Baptist is sponsoring the first Friday of the month "Be Our Guest" suppers.  The Methodist will host the third and fourth Fridays.  
 
Pastor Jim noted that at the end of the month, as social security checks run out, they see a hundred or more at the suppers.
 
St Joseph's Church in Dayville will host the April meeting on April 15th.  Everyone is cordially invited.
 
~ Earl McWilliams 
 

Partyline
Lee Lambert had back surgery in early March. This  turned out to be somewhat more complicated than originally thought and as a result his recuperation has been slow and painful.  We miss him.
 
Jaye Cotter had a bout with bronchi-tis in February but is starting to feel chipper again.
 
Evalin Berris had a small house fire shortly after coming home from the hospital. As a result she is now recuperating at her daughter, Ida’s home, faithfully watching the UConn Women’s Basketball Team and get-ting ready for the Red Sox’s first game on April 6th.
 
Betsy and David Burgess were recently on a cruise through the Panama Canal. Before that they have had a very busy winter keeping track of their grandsons’ sports achievements.  Zachary, a freshman on the Killingly  Varsity  Wrestling Team, finished the season with 30 wins and 11 losses. Quite impressive for a freshman!  Another grandson, 7 year old Brady Zadora  won a state championship  for wrestling  in the 47 lb class.  Meanwhile  James Marcheterre placed 2nd in the under 8 year old Soccer Shoot, sponsored by the Elks.  His brother Jordan placed 3rd in the 12 and under category.  Is Betsy or David the source of all of athletic talent?
 
There was a wonderful article in the Sunday, March 8th Norwich Bulletin about Lucy and Jim Stuyniski’s very talented granddaughter, Paige Stuyniski.   She took home the all around title at the State Open Gymnastics Championships in New Mil-ford. She also set a meet record with a score of 9.875. Paige is a sophomore at Woodstock Academy, so we will be looking for more honors in the next few years. 
 
~ Kathryn Stellitano
 

Recording Services
For those who do not know it, the services in church are recorded to CD; which can be very important for things like the annual meeting.
 
But this also means that if you have a special event or something you like - baptism, sermon, choir presentation - we can get you a copy of that service.
 
~ Mark Rollins[image: mike.jpg]
Everyone remember to use the church microphones properly!
 

Missions
The Missions Committee met February 22nd.  Sue Oleksy and Earl McWilliams were in attendance; highlights were:
 
The complicated finances of the Mis-sion Committee were discussed.  $2,718.94 is in the deferred account for future use on a Mission trip.
 
The Missions Committee is a "pass through" agency by which the Church contributes to many local and international missions.
 
The Committee voted to donate $90 out of its funds to the Interfaith Diaper Bank which serves our community and is chronically underfunded.
80 cans of tuna and 36 suitcases were delivered to the Haitian Health Foundation.
 
Care and Share Sunday - the fourth Sunday - The Committee will be more intentional about reminding    members on the third Sunday, that food items, and especially toiletries, are requested for the Food Bank.  Items collected in the narthex will regularly be delivered to Friends of Assisi Food Bank.
 
The Mother's Day yard sale will be postponed until mid June.
 
The Committee will be proposing to the congregation the creation of a labyrinth between the quince and the Thrift Shop.  The labyrinth would be a contribution to the community as part of the Church's mis-sion to provide a quiet place for peaceful contemplation and solace for those in need of it. The idea would be discussed in a series of "coffee hour circles".
 
The committee will conduct a series of "coffee hour circles" to identify ways in which the whole church    community can become more involved in the Thrift Shop.
 
The Committee would welcome new members.
 
~ Earl McWilliams 
 

Loving God, Hear Our Prayers…
• We pray for Lee L., who had back surgery this week.
 
• We pray with Sandy C., for the health of her grandson, Jude, and for the family of her friend Liz, who recently passed away.
 
• We pray with Cindy R. for her aunt Bobbie, who suffered a stroke recently, and for Bobbie’s family as they care for her as she recovers.
 
• We pray for Keith E., who is in the hospital for surgery.
 
• We pray for Shirley L., who re-mains hospitalized, but are grateful for her improvement. 
 
• We pray for Eva, Ruth S’s grand-daughter, for courage, strength, and her triumph over life’s challenges. 
 
• We continue to pray for and with all those who are fighting cancer, especially for Brian, Billy, Dee Dee, Enddie, Leah, and Larry.
 
• We pray for those in our church family who are or have been in the hospital, who are working through physical rehabilitation, and for those in special need of God’s healing presence, especially Jaye.
 
• We pray with Jean B. for her friend, Donnie who was hurt in a farming accident a month ago and is currently still in the hospital.
 
• We pray for the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church as they mourn the tragic passing of Fr. Matthew Baker.
 
• We pray for peace in our world, particularly in New York City, Ferguson, Missouri, between Palestine and Israel, Ukraine and Russia, in Syria, Turkey, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Iran.
 
• We pray continually for the girls who were kidnapped in Nigeria in April 2014, for their families and their communities and swift action for international efforts to bring the girls back home safely. 
 
Gracious God, we give you thanks…
• For Shirley L.’s improved health and the love and care of her children and family.
 
• For Evalin B., who is home and doing well after having recent heart surgery.
 
• For the service, bravery and courage of our military veterans.
 
• For the people in our lives who remind us of God’s love and presence, even in the midst of struggle.
 

Using the Online Calendar
The online calendar has features that make it better than a print calendar. 
The first is this is always up-to-date.
 
We also have on the main page, a scrolling marquee that shows up-coming meetings or events.[image: marquee2.jpg]
 
There is a daily summary available.[image: today2.jpg]
 
Any calendar item can be clicked on,[image: friday2.jpg] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
which gives more details; and you can click on "map" for directions.
[image: procession2.jpg]
 

Federated Church of Christ[image: church.jpg]
15 Hartford Road, PO Box 204, 
Brooklyn, CT 06234
Office:  (860) 774-9817   
Pastor:  (860) 774-3761  
 
Find us on FaceBook: 
www.FaceBook.com/FederatedChurchBrooklynCT
[image: UCC.jpg]
United Church of Christ Interim Eastern Regional Minister:  
Rev. Tom Clough  860-928-0765    
toms@ctucc.org
[image: ABC.jpg]
American Baptist Churches of Connecticut Executive Minister:  
Rev. Judy Allbee  888-236-5421     
jallbee@abcconn.org
 

Calendar
www.federatedchurchbrooklynct.org/calendar.html
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