
CChhrriissttiiaann  EEtthhiiccss

TThhee  ccaarrddiinnaall  vviirrttuueess  aarree  oonnllyy  nnaattuurraall
aanndd  aarree  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt  ttoo  mmaakkee  mmeenn
rriigghhtteeoouuss..  TThhee  tthheeoollooggiiccaall  vviirrttuueess  aarree
ssuuppeerrnnaattuurraall  aanndd  aarree  ggiivveenn  oonnllyy  ttoo
tthhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..
TThhee  vviirrttuueess  ooff  ffaaiitthh  aanndd  hhooppee  ggrrooww  oouutt
ooff  lloovvee  ((cchhaarriittyy))..  AA  ttrruuee  bbeelliieevveerr  wwiillll
ssttrriivvee  ttoo  iimmiittaattee  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  aanndd  ttoo
bbeeccoommee  mmoorree  lliikkee  HHiimm..    TThhee  rreessuulltt  iiss
tthhee  hhaappppiinneessss  tthhaatt  ccoommeess  ffrroomm  GGoodd
((bblleessssiinngg))..
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VViirrttuueess
The theological virtues are
special gifts of the Holy
Spirit that are given to
every believer. They give
the believer the power and
knowledge to understand
and do the will of God as
one reads the Bible. Any
behavior that is contrary
to Christian faith,
Christian hope and
Christian love is wrong
(sinful). To act in
accordance with Christian
faith, hope and love is to
walk in accordance with
the Holy Spirit.

● FAITH- belief in God and
all that He has revealed.
● HOPE- the desire  for the
kingdom of God and eternal
life as our happiness.
● LOVE (charity)- the love of
 God and the love of man for
God's sake.

According to Aristotle, the
cardinal virtues are based
upon man's nature. 
Aristotle assumed that
man is a rational and social
creature.  As a result, there
are at least four natural
virtues that every man
needs. These are:

JUSTICE-to give everyone
their due
PRUDENCE- practical
wisdom
COURAGE-the ability to
overcome one's fear
TEMPERANCE- self-
control

These are not all of the
virtues that there are, but
these are the virtues that
everyone needs. A
deficiency of virtue is a
vice.

EETTHHIICCSS  ((GGrreeeekk::  EEtthhiikkaa))  iiss  tthhee  sscciieennccee
ooff  cchhaarraacctteerr..  OOnnee  ggaaiinnss  cchhaarraacctteerr  aass  aa
rreessuulltt  ooff  wwaattcchhiinngg  aanndd  iimmiittaattiinngg
ssoommeeoonnee  wwhhoo  aallrreeaaddyy  hhaass  cchhaarraacctteerr..
TThhee  mmaann  ooff  cchhaarraacctteerr  wwiillll  ccoonnssiisstteennttllyy
aacctt  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  vviirrttuuee..  TThhee
mmaann  ooff  vviirrttuuee  iiss  hhaappppiieerr  tthhaann  tthhee
vviicciioouuss  mmaann,,  bbeeccaauussee  hhee  iiss  aaccttiinngg  iinn
aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  hhiiss  nnaattuurree..


