Jesus' warning these last two Sunday's 


have been dark 


and hard to hear.  



People being taken away in captivity 




or eternal separation from God last week.  



The fall of temple 




and the destruction of Jerusalem that came with it this week.  

A fair question to ask is, 


“Where is the good news?  


Where is the Grace of God in this?”  

To which a preacher of the gospel would remind his hearers', 


“There is mercy in the warning.”

One of the things that was repeated in every training I had 


concerning discipline with children was, 



“do not promise anything 




you are not prepared to carry out.”  


We had to be ready 



and able to carry out the sentence or reward.  

The second piece was, 


you needed to let the child know what the consequences were 



ahead of time.  

Which gets tricky in the midst of trying to control a situation.  


When I say, 



“If I count to 3, 




and you are not here, 





the story will stop.”  


I laid out the consequences 



and am encouraging them to come, 




to avoid more pain.  


But every once in a while, 



I would say, 




“I am going to count to 3, 





and if you are not here, 






there will be trouble.”  





Trouble is a little vague.  






Is the trouble that they are not here, 






or is it that they are now doing dishes after every meal?  

When we know the consequences of our actions ahead of time, 


and have the ability to change our ways, 



that is mercy.



That is the story of Ninevah.

Jesus shows the disciples and us 


mercy in this passage.  

He lets the disciples know ahead of time 


what will happen to the temple and Jerusalem.  



“Not one stone will be left on another; 



every one of them will be thrown down.”  


Ok.  



Don't plan on meeting in the temple forever.  




Check.  

The disciples ask for more clarity.  


When and what are the signs?  



Jesus lays out false messiahs 




with false time tables.  



Wars and revolutions.  

Then Jesus concludes verse 9 by saying, 


“These things must happen first, 



but the end will not come right away.”  

We find ourselves in a bit of a quagmire.  


Because suddenly, 



Jesus is talking about multiple things 




at the same time 




with separate timetables.  


We get easily lost, 



because we have a different worldview.  

For the Jew of Jesus' time, 


if anything were to happen to the temple, 



that would mean the end of the world.   

The temple was God's dwelling place.  


When the temple is destroyed, 



then God is bringing in his Kingdom fully 




was the natural conclusion.  


“How else would God be present to us?”



 is the logical question.  

Jesus brings a paradigm shift to their world.  


Imagine the temple destroyed, 



but the world continuing on still.  

The reason the temple will be destroyed 


is that it has become an idol.  


A false God that was worshipped.  

It was meant to be a place to worship God.  


Now it is a place to worship.  

Jesus' critique of the Pharisees and religious leadership that we heard last week 


is coming home.  

This beautiful temple, 


is going to be destroyed, 



because the Messiah and King it was supposed to prepare the people for 



and point to, 




it has failed to do.  


Instead, 



the system that the temple supports 




has failed to recognize the Kingdom of God in their midst.  

As we heard last week, 


they failed to reach out and grab it,



 because it would mean losing the power and ways they were familiar with.

But in destroying the temple, 


God is not bringing the Kingdom of God in all its fullness yet.  


The world is not ending.  

Or the way scripture refers to it, 


“The day of the Lord” is not upon them.  

This is just a step 


in the progress of the in-breaking Kingdom.  

It is removing a major roadblock 


that is preventing people from realizing the Messiah has come.

We are to have patience instead.  


Waiting for the fulfillment of God's Kingdom.  



To which we turn to the actual fall of the temple and Jerusalem.  

We see that what Jesus predicted in these verses 


coming to bear 



before the culminating event in 70 AD.  

Titus surrounds Jerusalem for Rome 


and puts 1,100,000 Jewish citizens to death 


and hauls another 97,000 off for his triumphal procession back home.  



That is the end that did not come right away.  

Before that, 


we have a false prophet, 



who according to Josephus, 




brought 6,000 to the temple to receive their signs of salvation.  



Only to be caught up in the temple fire and die.  

The wars and revolutions started even earlier, 


as Rome itself was constantly changing in the late 60s.  



Emperor Nero commits suicide in 68 AD, 



then four emperors, 




each leading an army, 



assume the throne after him.  




Galba for 7 months and 7 days 





before being murdered by his succesor's Otho's coup.  




One that lasted 3 months and 1 day 





before losing a battle to Vitellius 





and committing suicide.  




Vitellius rules for 8 months and 2 days, 





before Vespasian's troops torture and murder him.  




On the 21 of December in 69, 





the fifth emperor since June 8 of 68 is anointed.  



So the wars and revolutions were heard about.

Meanwhile, 


in Jerusalem 



a famine is happening 



and there are stories of women deciding to kill and eat their babies.  

An Earthquake occurs in 62 AD in Pompeii, 


accompanied by a volcanic eruption that wipes out the city.  

A comet with a long tail, 


causing it to look like a sword 



is seen in the skies over Jerusalem for the duration of the year 68.

Before this, 


the Jewish revolt had started in 66 AD in Cesarea, 


eventually building momentum to Jerusalem 



and capturing the Roman garrison.  

Multiple episodes later, 


6000 people are dead, 


the Roman presence is removed from Jerusalem, 


Greek inhabitants engage with the Jewish neighbors and are expelled, 



and the King escapes the city.  


But chaos ensues and day to day stability is a distant memory.

But before even this, 


we know from Acts 


and various letters that the disciples 



stood before Kings 



and the Priesthood 




and proclaimed that Jesus was Lord and Messiah.  


They were given words to speak, 



even as far as Rome.  

We know the success that they had, 


because otherwise, 



the church would have been wiped out 



and not be here today.

In his mercy, 


Jesus lets his disciples know 



that justice is coming.  

You will face things in their due time, 


but you have to be patient.  

Not only will I overthrow the powers of sin and death, 


I will also overthrow the worldly powers 



giving sin and death a face in the world.  

The city and temple of God, 


will face God's reckoning within their generation.  

When you think it has happened, 


think again.  

It is not until no stone of the gold gilted temple remains standing 


that God is done judging Jerusalem.  

It is not until the center of the Roman power 

and the Ecclesiastical power that took Jesus' life 


has been dealt with, 



that Jerusalem will start to rebuild.

In the midst of all this chaos and destruction, 


there is the simple promise that God is still using this for his glory.  

He will give them opportunities to be martyrs, 


the Greek word for witnesses.  

Verse 15 promises, 


“For I will give you words and wisdom 



that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.” 


They will be able to tell about Jesus in all kinds of places 



in ways that is beyond their training.  

This all happened 


before Jerusalem was destroyed.  

The destruction happened, 


because as we saw last week, 



the Kingdom of God was in their midst 



and they did not grab ahold of it, 




enter into the Kingdom.  

Similar promises remain today.  


As things we hold dear to us are removed from us, 



we will have chances to speak of the one true God 



and the Kingdom brought to this world through his Son, 




Jesus Christ.  

The question is, 


will we focus on the loss, 


or on the opportunity to share about our God?  

Both happened in Jerusalem.  


Only one side way went on to change the world.

Heather Hellman from Portland, 


when she gets overwhelmed by all that is happening in the world, 



with its various injustices and brokenness, 


often remarks, 



“Jesus, come soon, 



I am ready.”  

While there is nothing theologically wrong with this sentiment, 


it does not fully align with our text today.  

Our text today would say, 


“The end of Jerusalem 


and the end of the temple are coming.  



So don't hang onto Jerusalem 




or the temple.  

Spread the word about who Jerusalem 

and the temple 


were intended to point to all along.  


The triune God.  

These upheavals must happen, 


if the natural consequence of sin is going to bear out its course.  



It consumes itself.  

But as sin consumes itself, 


proclaim a new way to live, 


a new way of life.  

One where we serve 

and love one another, 


because God first loved us.  

Rejoice that God is making it easier to do so, 


because he is showing us the error in our ways.  


He is showing us mercy, 



by telling us where his judgement is going to fall.
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down.” 
7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?” 
8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.” 
10 Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 
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