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Aeriel Martens
A couple of years ago, I was thinking about running pared down based on the applications. Once you
for a position on the Montana Business Profession-

know your application is accepted, the campaign

als of America Association State Officer Team. I

process begins. You’ll need to select a campaign

thought it'd be such a cool opportunity, but I also

manager, come up with an item you can use as a

thought that there's no way I could ever do that. I

metaphor for yourself, write a 30-second and a two-

didn't think there was any way that I could get a

minute campaign speech, work on your BPA

campaign together, or talk in front of everyone, or

knowledge, and get ready to answer questions from

answer questions at the campaign rally. I thought it

voting delegates. The Montana BPA website is also

sounded like a good idea, but I never really thought

a very valuable source in learning more about cam-

that it was something that I - a quiet girl from For-

paigning. You may also want to study up on the

syth, Montana - could do. Fast forward, and now

available offices, and talk to current state officers to

here I am writing this and hoping that I can encour-

see what office you may be interested in. The final

age someone else to run for state office.

six who become officers are selected by the voting

When I ran for state, I had no idea what to expect.

delegates, but a committee interviews and decides

Now, I can say that it’s one of the best and most re-

which office each newly-elected officer will receive.

warding things I’ve ever done. As officers, our re-

Very few officers know which office they would

sponsibilities include sending out Buddy Chapter

like, so if you go into the placement interview with

Letters every three month, performing chapter visits, an idea of which office would be good for you, you
writing articles for the newsletter, planning the fall

have a good chance of getting it.

and state conferences, and serving as Montana’s

Underclassmen, I sincerely hope that many of you

voting delegates at the National Leadership Confer- consider running for state in the 2017-2018 school
ence. Starting in May, the state officer team has at

year, and that this article gives you a better under-

least one task it has to perform every month. Before standing of what to expect when running. It is a deall of this, however, is campaigning.

manding and stressful task, and not something to be

If you think you want to run for state office next

taken lightly, but it is so worth it. You will be able

year, the first step would be to complete your States- to make relationships and memories that will last a
man Torch Award, earning 50 points in each catego- lifetime, improve leadership skills, and learn about
ry. Next, you need to begin filling out the seven-

yourself and others. This is probably one of the most

page State Officer Application Packet, found on the fun, and most beneficial things I’ve ever done!
Montana BPA website (www.bpamt.org.) Twelve
candidates will be selected to campaign at state, so
if there are more than twelve applicants, they will be
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Tips for SLC
Carrie Cota
Events:
Prepare! Make sure you practice before
you get to the state conference and bring
any materials needed for your event.
If you’re in a team event, communicate
with your team members. Communication
is the key to success!
Enjoy what you’re doing. You made it to
state, now it’s time to show them what
you got!
BE CONFIDENT
Behavior:
You are a business professional; it’s important to show respect and be professional throughout the conference.
Listen to your advisors and anyone who is
trying to help you. Advisors are there to
help you succeed, be polite and courteous
to them. Show appreciation!
Always remember you are representing
your school and town, your actions reflect
upon others.
If you go to the dance, you can still have a
lot of fun when you are dancing appropriately.
Workshops & Day of Service:
PARTICIPATE!
Workshops are fun and you can learn a lot
from the people who take time to come
and present to you. Take advantage of
these opportunities!
Check out our first ever Day of Service in
the afternoon. It feels good when you do
something kind and donate your time to
others!

Other tips:
BPA is fun! Try to get involved in as
many workshops, events, and opportunities at the state conference.
The amount of time you put into BPA, is
what you get out of it. Work hard at everything you do. It pays off in the end!
Use our hashtags and blow up social media at the State BPA conference! Follow
us on Facebook (Business Professionals of
America-Montana),
on
Instagram
(bpamt), and on Twitter (Montana BPA).
During the conference make sure to use
#mtbpa2016.
Meet new people! Introduce yourself to
others; you may just find some of your
greatest friends.
Make sure you attend the campaign rally.
As a candidate it means a lot when people
take the time to support you. Plus, usually you pick up some goodies at the tables!
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DAY OF SERVICE
Drew Mammel
At this year’s State Leadership Conference,
we will be celebrating BPA’s dedication to
serving others and building our communities by hosting our very first Day of Service! As service has long been an integral
part of BPA’s core values, we state officers
thought it would be important to incorporate a day where members can explore the
different aspects of service. On Monday
the 14th, the day after Opening General Session, there will be a variety of opportunities
for members to enjoy. The morning will
consist of a unique selection of workshops
then will be followed by lunch. After lunch
will come the exciting Day of Service! At
the convention center, members will be able
to mingle with others as they walk from
booth to booth, participating in service and
exploring its importance. There will be a
booth for Free Rice, a trivia game that lets
you help feed people around the world. A
second booth will include taking and giving
compliments while another will include a
book drive through United Way. One booth
will have a police officer talking about the
dangers of texting and driving and what you
can do about it. There will also be a Dress
for Success booth that will allow members
to donate personal care items for those in
need. Note that two of these booths will be
accepting donations, so please remember to
bring small personal care items and new/
gently-used books to the conference so that
we can show local service organizations
how much BPA truly cares. Following the
events at the booths, there will be a workshop with Special Olympics. At this workshop, not only will participants be able to
learn more about Special Olympics but they
will also be able to practice with Special
Olympians themselves! Be sure to attend

this workshop, as BPA members from
around the state will be able to have fun and
work with Special Olympians. In addition
to the service at the actual conference, we
will also be offering a unique trip to Zoo
Montana where participants can help the
zoo through various projects. Note that you
can where casual clothing to this event.
There is limited space for the zoo trip so
make sure you sign up promptly! Make
sure to attend the Day of Service as it is
bound to be full of fun (and prizes for attendance will be available). Ensure you and
your chapter have everything prepared for
the event in order to make it as meaningful
as possible!
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Special Ceremony

2016 Spring Newsletter

Brock Peterson

At this year’s State Leadership Conference, the state officer team has decided to implement a special Torch
Awards Ceremony. The special ceremony will give recipients of the Statesmen Torch Award special recognition for their hard work and dedication. The Torch Awards special ceremony will be held on March 14th
at 6:00 p.m. Students will be given an opportunity to walk across stage, and will be given candles during
the second general session as they will be recognized once again by school. After the special ceremony
there will be a brief ice cream social for the recipients as a token of appreciation to the Torch Awards Program. Torch Award final rewrites are due by February 29, 2016. Feel free to contact Brock Peterson at
brock22p@yahoo.com if you have any questions.

WORKSHOPS
Kasey Gorder
During the State Leadership Conference every year Business Professionals of America puts on a series of workshops. These workshops are available between competitive events and are a great opportunity for
you, the BPA member, to get the most out of the state conference. They expose you to fresh new material to
consider that can help you become a better business professional. Also they are a great way to interact and
create friendships with fellow BPA members. Understanding the fact that some of our members are forced to
attend a certain amount of workshops and have to go, those of you who aren’t made to go should. You would
be surprised by what you could get out of something as small as a BPA workshop. They could make a huge
impact on your life. Part of finding the will to go to an hour long workshop that is supposed to leave a lasting
impression on you is choosing the right workshop for you. It’s a good thing this year we are having a wide
variety of workshops!
Our keynote speaker Lukas Seely is putting on his own workshop to go further in depth on his points.
Though I have not yet had the chance to meet him personally, we were informed that he has quit the sense of
humor and should be very entertaining! Kasey Gorder will be putting on another dance workshop. If you attended last year you would have had the chance to swing back into the 20s. This year however will have
more of a modern twist to help prepare you for the state dance! The Martial Arts Academy of Billings is returning this year to present their introduction to basic self-defense for guys and gals. If you’re looking into a
career of breaking boards or would just like to know how to protect yourself this would be a great thing for
you to try. Derek Aspinwall of Aspinwall Mountain Wear will be discussing the vital elements to starting up
your own business. He will outline the essentials in his five pillars of a successful entrepreneur. And our
BPA advisor from Superior High School, Gordon Hendrix will share with us what it takes to be a State Legislator. So if politics is in your future, this is a must attend workshop!
The workshops will be held on Monday Morning at the Rains room of the Convention Center and at
the Billings Hotel in the Madison Room and the Ballroom. Go into the workshops with a good attitude because that’s how you are going to get the most out of it. Come to the State Leadership Conference prepared
to try something new. When was the last time you did something for the first time?
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2016 BPA National Leadership Conference

Boston Massachusetts

Montana BPA Special Event
Thursday, May 5, 2016 Skyline Lunch Cruise
Schedule for Montana Special Event
12:00 p.m. – Boarding Time – World Trade Center, Boston
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. – Cruise and Lunch Buffet

The reservation is based on a minimum of 125 guest, this number may be increased
upon availability. The cost for the lunch Buffet Cruise is $60 per person. Please sign
up as soon as possible to reserve your place on the Cruise!
Deadline to Register is Tuesday, April 10, 2016
Chapter___________________________________Advisor(s)

_______________________________

___________#Lunch Cruise Tickets x $60.00= ___________ TOTAL ENCLOSED ______________

(Make checks payable to Montana Business Professionals of America)
Mail order form with payment to:
Montana BPA
c/o Anza Ketterman, Executive Secretary
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Montana Association
Montana BPA Trading Pin Order Form for the
2016 National Leadership Conference

This year’s Montana BPA trading pin was designed by McKenna Adkins,
BPA member from Skyview High School and will represent Montana BPA
members at the 2016 National Leadership Conference in Boston, MA.

Be part of the fun at NLC—Order your Trading Pins
TODAY!

Trading pins are sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Please remember, only a certain number of pins are
ordered and once the last pin has been sold, they are gone. To ensure delivery before you leave for Boston,
the deadline to order is Monday, April 11, 2016.
Please note, when using the Trading Pin order form, payment must be received with the form or else
your order will not be processed.
Trading pin orders made online when registering for the state leadership conference will be mailed to your
school or included in your registration materials when you arrive at the state conference.
Additional trading pins will be available for purchase at the state leadership and at the national leadership conference (availability permitting) for $2.00 each.

Chapter____________________________________________________________________________
Advisor(s) ___________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State ______________ ZIP Code__________________
______________ # Trading Pins x $2.00= ______________ TOTAL ENCLOSED _______________

(Make checks payable to Montana Business Professionals of America)
Mail order form with payment to:
Montana BPA
c/o Anza Ketterman, Executive Secretary

