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ORDINANCE NO. _13__ 

Multiple Residence Driveways (Shared Driveways) 

An Ordinance under the provisions of Public Act 246 of 1945 as amended, to 
regulate the construction, maintenance and use of Multiple Residence 
Driveways within Clinton Township, the use thereof by traffic, the parking of 
vehicles thereon, the administration and enforcement thereof fees to defray the 
administrative and enforcement costs incident thereto, and to ensure that 
residences and buildings within the Township of Clinton may be accessible to 
police and fire protection, ambulance and for other purposes, as follows:  

THE TOWNSHIP OF CLINTON, LENAWEE COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Intent. 

Clinton Township hereby finds that unobstructed, safe, and continuous access to lots is 
necessary to promote and protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public through 
police and fire protection, and ambulance service. Such access is necessary to insure 
that such services can safely and quickly enter and exit private property at all times. A 
Multiply Residential Driveway' access within Clinton Township shall meet minimum 
standards and specifications to permit the subsequent upgrading and dedication of such 
access rights-of-way to the Lenawee County Road Commission, when public dedication 
is desirable or required, and to minimize the number of driveway cuts and help maintain 
rural character. The procedures, standards and specifications hereinafter set forth are 
determined to be the minimum procedures, standards and specifications necessary to 
meet the intention of this Ordinance. This ordinance will be effective in the AG-1 Zoning 
Districts. 

Section 2. Definitions and Use Criteria. 

2.1 Multiple Residence Driveways (MRD) -A Multiple Residence Driveway, herein 
defined, will be used for purposes of access to parcels created for single-family 
dwellings based upon the following conditions: 

A. Such multiple residential driveways shall not serve more than two (2) 
residential parcels. 

B. Any parcel having access onto the MRD shall meet all regulations and 
standards regarding yard and setback requirements according to the zoning 
district in which it is located. 

C. All parcels receiving access from a MRD shall have their individual 
addresses posted on each property and also posted together at the 
entrance of the MRD where it intersects with the public or private road. 
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D. Such MRD shall have a recorded easement of at least sixty-six (66) feet in 
width. A complete statement shall be submitted of all the terms and 
conditions of the proposed easement including copies of all agreements or 
intended agreements regarding the maintenance and improvements of the 
easement and driveway. 

Section 3. General Access and Permit Requirements. 

3.1 Every lot, unit or parcel in Clinton Township that is improved shall: 

A. About a public road, private road, or multiple residence driveway (MRD) 
which meets the requirements of this Ordinance. 

B. Have access for ingress and egress for all vehicular traffic including fire, 
police, and ambulance services and vehicles by means of such public road, 
private road, residential private driveway, or multiple residence driveway. 

3.2 Subsequent to the date of adoption of this Ordinance where two (2) existing 
residence(s) are served by a non-conforming private driveway, no variance shall 
be required to add or alter a non-habitable, non-traffic impact structure such as a 
deck, unenclosed porch, pole barn, garage or similar structure. All other applicable 
permit requirements shall be observed. 

3.3 No person shall construct, alter, or extend a multiple residence driveway without 
compliance with this Ordinance and obtaining a permit as hereinafter provided. 

3.4 Except as provided above all lots or units which have been improved with a building 
prior to the date of adoption of this Ordinance shall comply with the provisions of 
this Ordinance 

Section 4. Specifications for Multiple Residence Driveways (MRD). 

All multiple residential driveways shall meet the following minimum requirements and 
specifications: 

4.1 A pre-application meeting with the Township Zoning Administrator is required. 

4.2 A complete legal description including related utility and drainage easements of 
the land on which the driveway is to be built, all other easements and the names 
and addresses of the owners is required. 

4.3 A driveway plan and profile drawing of the proposed driveway is required. The plan 
view is to show the contour interval grading plan with detail grading limits for the 
roadway. 

Proposed improvements (including but not limited to driveways, storm mersand 
ditches) shown in plan and profile form indicating all materials, grades, dimensions 
and bearings in compliance with the standards set forth in this Ordinance. 
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4.4 The driveway surface and turnaround area is required to be centered in the right-
of-way. 

4.5 The MRD connection to the public road right-of way/easement or private road 
easement shall conform to the standards and specifications of the Lenawee 
County Road Commission. For connection to a public road the applicant shall 
obtain a driveway permit issued by the Lenawee County Road Commission prior 
to approval of any rights-of-way by the Township Board of Trustees. Petitioner 
shall obtain and submit a copy of approved grading permits for the proposed earth 
change activities from the Lenawee County or the township construction authority 
(CACA), whichever is applicable. 

4.6 The public road rights-of-way, private road, and driveways shall be adequately 
drained so as to prevent flooding or erosion of the driveway/s. Ditches shall be 
located within the easement. Driveway drainage shall be constructed so that the 
runoff water shall be conveyed to existing water courses or water bodies. The 
discharged water shall not be cast upon the land of another property owner unless 
the water is following an established water course. Connection to Lenawee County 
drains shall be approved by the Lenawee County Drain Commissioner prior to the 
issuance of a permit. Connection to culverts and ditches within public road rights-
of-way shall be approved by the Lenawee County Road Commission prior to the 
issuance of a permit. 

4.7 The easement shall provide for ingress, egress, drainage, and installation and 
maintenance of public and private utilities. 

4.8 Any extension of a MRD shall meet ordinance standards and shall require 
Township Board approval. 

4.9 MRD's shall be designated with the word "private". The applicant shall be 
responsible for the erection and maintenance of all street signs and traffic signs 
required by the Township, the County and the State. 

4.10 All areas disturbed by construction must be top soiled, seeded and mulched. 

Steep ditch slopes may require sod, riprap, or other stabilizers to minimize soil 
erosion. Temporary erosion control measures must be utilized. 

4.11 A fee shall be paid as established by the Clinton Township Board of Trustees to 
defray the costs of inspection, plan review, administration, and enforcement of this 
Ordinance. 

4.12 The application shall be signed by the owner/applicant or agent thereof. If signed 
by an agent it shall be accompanied by a duly executed and notarized Power of 
Attorney, and shall represent that the applicant is making the application on behalf 
of all persons having an interest in the easement or the abutting lots and shall be 
made under penalties of perjury. 
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4.13 The petitioner is responsible to obtain all applicable county and state permits. 

Multiple Residence Driveway's shall also meet their respective minimum 
requirements and specifications as set forth in Table 1, herein. 

Table 1 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS 
MULTIPLE RESIDENCE DRIVEWAYS 

Width of easements/rights-of-way Sixty-six (66) feet 

Driveway Length Driveway length is to extend to the 
property line of the second parcel served. 
Length is not to exceed 1,000 feet. 

Driveway Width Sixteen (16) foot driving surface. With 
adequate drainage and five foot six inches 
(5'6") shoulders 

Driveway Height Thirteen (13) feet clear height above the 
driving surface 

Sub-base Remove all organic or unstable material 
and replace with a minimum six(6) inches 
of compacted sand or suitable material as 
agreed by the township engineer 

Driving Surface Six (6) inches of crushed limestone, or 
processed MDOT 22 A gravel or suitable 
material as agreed by the township 
engineer. 

For paved surface Optional and at builders discretion Sixteen 
(16) foot with four (4) foot gravel shoulders 

Turnaround Area/Cul-de-sac Sixty (60) foot radius right-of-way with fifty 
(50) foot radius driveway surface or 
turnaround area or more for drainage 
purposes, as agreed by the township 
engineer and township Fire Department. 

Ditches Ditches shall be of width, depth and 
grades to provide for adequate and 
positive drainage 

Maintenance Agreement Required 

Engineering Certification Required 

Section 5. Permit Approval Procedure. 
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5.1 Prior to submitting an application, any potential applicant shall review zoning and 
other applicable regulations with the Township Zoning Administrator to ensure 
completeness of an application. 

5.2 Upon receipt of an application and payment of applicable fees and consultant 
deposits, the Township Clerk shall forward the application to the Township Zoning 
Administrator who shall review the application for compliance to regulations 
contained within this Ordinance. The Township Clerk shall also forward the 
application to the applicable fire department, Township Supervisor, Land Division 
Officer, and township engineer and/or other consultants for applicable review. 

5.3 For MRD's, the Zoning Administrator shall require a written report and a stamped 
and dated letter from a State of Michigan Certified Civil Engineer indicating that 
the MRD has been built and conforms to the standards set forth in this Ordinance. 
A review will be made by the township consulting engineer. 

5.4 The Zoning Administrator shall consider the application and all relevant information 
including the applicable township fire department approval, township engineer 
approval and Land Division Officer approval and, if the application is complete, 
shall grant the permit. 

5.5 Upon completion of MRD construction, inspections, and filing with County Clerk an 
approved maintenance agreement, the Zoning Administrator shall make 
recommendation to the Township Board for final approval 

Section 6. Expiration of Approval of Permits. 

A permit shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of issuance. The Township 
Board may extend the permit for up to six (6) months. If the required improvements have 
not been completed upon the expiration of the permit, then the permit shall be void and 
all deposits shall be forfeited to Clinton Township. 

Section 7. Recording of easement/Rights-of-Way. 

The easement/rights-of-way, including all agreements shall be recorded in the office of 
the Register of Deeds for Lenawee County prior to the issuance of any zoning permit. 
Proof of recording shall be provided to the Township Clerk before final approval is 
granted. 

Section 8. Zoning Permits. 

No zoning permit will be issued for any lot accessed by a MRD subject to the provisions 
of this Ordinance until the Township Board has issued a final approval of the driveway. 

Section 9. Maintenance Agreement. 

A maintenance agreement received by the Township Attorney and approved by the 
Township Board shall be filed with the Township Clerk and recorded with the Lenawee 
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County Register of Deeds for any maintenance for the MRD. Al 1 parcels accessing the 
MRD shall be part of the agreement. Proof of recording shall be provided to the Township 
Clerk before final approval is granted. The agreement will specifically address the liability 
and responsibility of the parties to the agreement to maintain the MRD pursuant to the 
specifications provided for in this and other applicable Ordinances, including but not 
limited to the responsibility of removing snow from said MRD and maintaining clear 
driveway width for ingress and egress of emergency vehicles. 

Section 10. Variances. 

When there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of carrying out 
the strict letter of this Ordinance, such as topographical, other physical characteristics of 
a parcel, when a variation of construction standards is requested or an application within 
another zoning classification, the Clinton Township Board shall have the power to vary or 
modify the application of the provisions of this Ordinance so that the intent and purpose 
of the Ordinance shall be observed, public safety secured and substantial justice done. 
The Township Board may request inspection, review, and recommendation by the 
Township Engineer/inspector and the township Fire Department. Cost of such 
inspections, review, and recommendation from Township Engineer and/or Fire 
Department shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 

Section 11. Violations. 

The owner and any person, firm, corporation, or entity of whatever kind who violates any 
provision of this Ordinance or fails to comply with requirements or specification herein 
alter receiving thirty (30) days' notice of a violation is responsible for a municipal civil 
infraction and subject to payment of a civil fine of not less than $100.00 and not more 
than $500.00 plus costs, attorney fees and other sanctions and remedies as permitted 
under Chapter 87 of the Revised Judicature Act, P.A. 236 of 1961, being MCL 600.8701 
et. seq., as amended. The Clinton Township Zoning Administrator or other township 
designated representative is hereby authorized to process and issue municipal civil 
infraction citations in accordance with law. 

For violation of all provisions of this Ordinance, the violator shall pay costs, which shall 
include all direct or indirect expenses to which the Township has been put in connection 
with the violation. A violator of this Ordinance shall also be subject to such additional 
sanctions, remedies, and judicial orders as are authorized under Michigan law. Each day 
a violation of this Ordinance continues to exist constitutes a separate violation. 

Section 12. Remedies Not Exclusive. 

Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted as abrogating the Township's right to proceed 
with an appropriate equitable action in the Lenawee County Circuit Court to enjoin and/or 
abate any violation of the terms of this Ordinance. The rights and remedies provided 
herein are cumulative and in addition to any other remedies provided by law. 

Section 13. Validity and Severability Clause. 
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If any Court of competent jurisdiction shall declare any part of this Ordinance to be invalid, 
such ruling shall not affect any other provisions of this Ordinance not specifically included 
in said ruling. 

If any Court of competent jurisdiction shall declare invalid the application of any provision 
of this Ordinance to a particular land, parcel, lot, district, use, building, or structure, such 
ruling shall not affect the application of said provision to any other parcel, lot, district, use, 
building, or structure not specifically included in said ruling. 

AYES: 5  
NAYS: 0  
ABSENT 0 

Ordinance declared adopted on January 13, 2014. 

  
Phillip Reiser, Supervisor 
Clinton Township 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION AND PUBLICATION 

I, Cheryl Matzinger, the duly elected Clerk of the Township of Clinton certify that the 
foregoing ordinance is a true and correct copy of the ordinance enacted by the Township 
Board of the Township of Clinton on January 13, 2014 and published in the Clinton Local 
a newspaper circulated in the Township of Clinton on January 23, 2014. 

  
Cheryl Matzinger, Clerk 
Township of Clinton 
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Clinton Township 

Lenawee County 

172 W. Michigan Avenue, P.O. Box G 

Clinton: Michigan 49236 

Phone 517-456-4837 

Fax 517-456-4608 

Phone 517-456-6701 Clerk/Supervisor 
CLINTON TOWNSHIP HALL  

CIRCA 1939 

APPLICATION TO BUILD MULTIPLE RESIDENCE DRIVEWAY 

Application No.  _______________________________________________________ Fee $ _________________  

Date:  _____ / _____ /20 Check No.  _____________________________  Receipt NO.   

Please Print:  

Owner's Name:   

Street / Road Address: ____________________________________________________________________  

City/ State/ Zip:  _________________________________________________________________________  

Parcel Address:  _______________________________________________________________________  

Parcel(s) Number: CL _____________________________________________________________________   

Phone Number: (   )  Cell Phone Number (   ) ____________________  

Land Division Application No.  ______________________________________________________________  

CLO- ______________________________________  CM-  

Proposed Driveway Name: ______________________________________________________________  

Note: A Driveway Permit from Lenawee County must be attached to this application. 

"I have received and read ordinance No. 21 (Multiple Residence Driveway) of Clinton Township Ordinance. I have 

received a copy of the fees for Multiple Residence Driveway application. I swear that the required information attached 

is true and correct to the best of my knowledge." 

Owner's Signature:  _______________________________ Date: ___ / ___/20 

This form must be accompanied by complete plans prepared and sealed by a civil engineer or land surveyor, 

registered in the State of Michigan, which includes the information required in Clinton Township Multiple 

Residence Driveway No. 21 of The Ordinance of Clinton Township. 
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Clinton Township  

Lenawee County 

172 W. Michigan Avenue, P.O. Box G 

Clinton, Michigan 49236 

Phone 517-456-4837 
Fax 517-456-4608 

Phone 517-456-6701 Clerk/Supervisor 
CLINTON TOWNSHIP HALL  

CIRCA 1939 

 

APPLICATION TO BUILD MULTIPLE RESIDENCE DRIVEWAY 

Application No. _________   

 ........................................ TOWNSHIP USE ONLY .........................................   

Township Road Inspector Review:  

Having inspected the above MRD, I recommend that this application be: 

 _______ Approved—See Attached Report  

 _______ Disapproved— See Attached Report 

Road Inspector's Signature:  ______________________________________ Date: ____ / ___ /20___ 

Township Zoning Administrator Review:  

The Commission, having reviewed the submitted data, do hereby recommend that this application be: 

 _______  Approved 

 _______  Disapproved—See attached meeting minutes. 

Zoning Administrator Signature:  __________________________________ Date: ___ / ____ /20___ 

Township planning Commission Review: 

The Board, having reviewed the submitted data, do hereby recommend that this application be: 

Approved  ____________________________ Disapproved—See attached meeting minutes. 

Commission Clerk's Signature:  ____________________________________ Date: ___ / ____ /20___ 

Township Board Review:  

The Board, having reviewed the submitted data, do hereby recommend that this application be: 

 _______  Approved 

 _______  Disapproved—See attached meeting minutes. 
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Commission Clerk's Signature: 
 Date: / /20___

Clinton Township  
Lenawee County 

172 W. Michigan Avenue, P.O. Box G 
Clinton, Michigan 49236 

Phone 517-456-4837 
Fax 517-456-4608 

Phone 517-456-6701 Clerk/Supervisor 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP HALL  

CIRCA 1939  

FEES FOR MULTIPLE RESIDENCE DRIVEWAYS APPLICATION  

Preliminary Application Plan Fee $285.00 

Road Inspection Fee $140.00 for plan review and 3 inspections 
Extra inspections will be $35.00 per hr. 

Addressing fee's $22.00/ per address 

Driveway Name Fee $15.00 per road 

Major Revision of a Preliminary Site Plan $285.00 

Minor Revision of a Preliminary Site Plan  $145.00 

A deposit of $750.00 shall be due when the Preliminary Site Plan is submitted. 

If the amount is found to be inadequate, the Township shall require additional deposits in $750.00 increments prior to 

additional work being performed. 

Legal Fee's & Engineering Fee's (to come out of the deposit) 

During the Site Plan review by the Planning Commission & the Township Road Inspector a deposit of 100% of the estimated 

cost of the driveway. Payment shall be made, in the form of cash, certified check, or an irrevocable bank letter or credit or 

performance bond. Note: this deposit is separate and not part of the above deposits.  

A revision of a final site plan shall be determined to be minor if in the opinion of the Planning Commission 

the nature and scope of the change does not substantially change the approved site plan. 

The deposit cost for minor revisions shall be one-half (1/2) of the above Preliminary Site Plan fee. 

An additional deposit may be required to guarantee the installation and completion, within a length of 

time specified by the Township, of any drainage facilities and /or other required improvements, from 

the date of final approval of the site plan by the Planning Commission. 
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Clinton Township  

Lenawee County 

172 W. Michigan Avenue, P.O. Box G 

Clinton, Michigan 49236 

Phone 517-456-4837 

Fax 517-456-4608 

Phone 517-456-6701 Clerk/Supervisor 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP HALL  

CIRCA 1939  

APPLICATION TO BUILD PRIVATE ROAD 

Application No.  ______________________________________________________ Fee $ _____________________   

Date:  ____ / ____20___ Check No.  ___________________________ Receipt NO.   

Please Print:  

Owner's Name:   

Street / Road Address  _____________________________________________________________________  

City/ State/ Zip ___________________________________________________________________________  

Parcel Address ____________________________________________________________________________  

Parcel(s) Number: CL ______________________________________________________________________  

Phone Number: (   )  Cell Phone Number: (    ) _________________________  

Number of potential parcels' to be served by this road- now or have a reasonable potential to be served in the foreseeable 

future. 

Land Division Application No. ________________________________________________________________  

Parcel (s) numbers on proposed private road:  __________________________________________________  

CLO-   CW-  __________________________________  

Proposed Road Name: _____________________________________________________________________  

 (Maximum length of a street name is 14 letters, including spaces) 

Note: A Permit from Lenawee County Road Commission must be attached to this application. 

"I have received and read ordinance No. 23 (Private Road) of Clinton Township Ordinance. I have received a copy of the 

fees for Private Roads application. I swear that the required information attached is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge." 

Owner's Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ____ / ____/20___ 


