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March 2024

A new mural is coming to downtown Dansville, New York this summer!

Dansville ArtWorks, serving as project manager for the Village of Dansville, is pleased to announce the selection of professional muralist Melissa Stratton Pandina to create an artwork representative of Clara Barton, her local significance, and her wider contributions. Pandina was one of ten applicants. She resides and makes her studio in Westborough, Massachusetts and has family in Dansville. Learn about her work at deshria.com or on Instagram @deshriastudio.

A multi-month building review process in 2023 indicated “a high level of interest in murals among downtown building and business owners,” states Mural Committee Chair Julee Acomb. So much so that there are eight other potential mural sites, two of which are ready to go if funding can be secured. Scoring highest last year was 170 Main. Purchased and restored by Panda Properties (Joseph, Rebeca and Joshua DePra), 170 Main is home to The Event Space on the lower level and an Airbnb, The Loft, on floors two and three. Approximately 4500 square feet will be painted on its south wall (Ossian Street).

This is a summer project scheduled to begin June 24, 2024. The mural dedication will be at 10:30am, August 10, 2024 (Heritage Day/Second Saturday Dansville). This event will be open to the public and followed by a reception hosted by Dansville ArtWorks at the Event Space at 170 Main, at which Dansville ArtWorks will also celebrate its tenth anniversary.

If you want a chance to say, "I helped paint the mural," watch for details about a Community Paint Party on Saturday, June 29 (rain date Sunday, June 30). This fun, free event is open to ages 3-90! With the mural outlined and lower sections numbered, participants will paint their assigned areas.

An artist talk will also be scheduled in early July.

Follow the mural progress and updates at dansvilleartworks.com/2024-mural-project.html  and on ArtWorks’ Facebook and Instagram pages. Once the project begins, tag us in your mural photos #clarabarton #dansvillemurals.

Funding for the mural is made possible by a LivCo First Impressions Village Edition grant via the Village of Dansville, potentially an SCR Community Arts grant, and a private donor.

Founded in 2014, Dansville ArtWorks Inc. is a decentralized non-profit arts organization based in Dansville, New York. ArtWorks partners with other institutions, artists and groups to complete its mission of cultivating and enhancing the visual, literary, and performing arts opportunities in the greater Dansville community. Notably ArtWorks’ programs include Fairy Doors of Dansville, the 2022 Dansville Mural Festival, and conduit support for Cristine Riedel (professional storyteller) and George Guida (poet/author/Finger Lakes Arts Series).  Learn more at dansvilleartworks.com and our social media pages. 
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