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Lower Matecumbe Key Assoc Meeting
Date: Tuesday March 29, 2011

Time: 7 PM

Location: Boy Scout Sea Base; Admin Bldg, 2nd Floor, MM73.6
Guest Speaker: Martin Moe, Lower Matecumbe resident, a distinguished marine
scientist, author of the comprehensive book on tropical Atlantic lobsters, Lobsters: Florida, the Bahamas, the
Caribbean. Recently Moe has developed technology for breeding long-spined sea urchin, Diadema antillarum,
hoping the project will be effective in critical coral reef restoration in the waters off the Florida Keys and Caribbean. Moe has played a vital role in efforts to protect and improve water quality in the Florida Keys.

Meet and Greet: New head of police department

The New LMKA Board and Officers Elected
President: Gordon Hadley: 305-664-0621 Vice Pres: Donna Gleason
Treasurer: Craig Sturken
Secretary: Ann Haber
Board members: Dave Elbaum, Krissy Gustinger, Dick Wilson, George Young , Hermine Zavar
At the February meeting of the association, three new board members were elected to join the six returning board members. Welcome Craig Sturken, Krissy Gustinger and Hermine Zavar to the board.
Thanks to the three members of the Board who have resigned—Ted Blackburn, Claire Johnson and
Ron Wingett. We appreciate their contributions.

What’s new with Village Council?
Wednesday March 23 there will be a special call council meeting at 3 pm, Community Room, Founders Park to select the three companies that will be allowed to bid on the design, construction, operation and financing of a wastewater system for all of Islamorada (except North Plantation Key). The cost
of design and construction has been previously estimated at $132 million.
Thursday March 24 Council Meeting at 5:30 pm—several issues of interest—
·

Major Conditional Use public hearing for a 22,000 sq ft Winn Dixie at MM81,
oceanside where the dry cleaner is currently located. Staff recommends denial.

·

A resolution to create a Citizens Finance Advisory Committee made up of three
members of the public tasked with reviewing Village financial management and
reporting and making recommendations for improvements. The Council Communication regarding this future committee can be found after page 8 of this newsletter. Any volunteers from our Association?

Village Manager
Ed Koconis and
Mayor Michael
Reckwerdt were
invited to provide a
short update on
Village issues.
Neither have responded.
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Islamorada Weather
Do you follow the weather, find it interesting? Do you sometimes wonder how much rainfall we have been
getting and if the plants need watering? If so, you can help. We are Gretel and Robert Duncan, and we
measure rainfall at our home on Lower Matecumbe and report it daily by internet.
CoCoRaHS is an acronym for the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network. CoCoRaHS is
a unique, non-profit, community-based network of volunteers of all ages and backgrounds working together to measure and map precipitation. By using low-cost measurement tools, stressing training and
education, and utilizing an interactive Web-site, their aim is to provide the highest quality data for natural
resource, education and research applications.
CoCoRaHS is used by a wide variety of organizations and individuals. The National Weather Service, meteorologists, hydrologists, emergency managers, city utilities (water supply, water conservation, storm water), insurance adjusters, USDA, engineers, mosquito control, ranchers and farmers, outdoor & recreation
interests, teachers, students, and neighbors in the community are just some examples of those who visit
the Web site and use the data.
This is a community project. Anyone can be an observer. The only requirements are an enthusiasm for
watching and reporting weather conditions and a desire to learn more about how weather can effect and
impact our lives.
They have observers in all fifty states. Florida now has over five hundred observers, but the Florida Keys
only has nine active reporting stations. Islamorada only has us on Lower Matecumbe Key. Sign up to become another reporting station in our neighborhoods.
To get more information about becoming an observer go to this internet site http://www.cocorahs.org/ and
check out items in the main menu.
If you want to contact us, Robert and Gretel Duncan, our email is duncar@gate.net
The state coordinator is Melissa Griffin, Assistant State Climatologist, Florida Climate Center, e-mail: griffin@coaps.fsu.edu

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors:
President Gordon Hadley: 305-664-0621; gordo0621@aol.com Vice Pres Donna Gleason
Treasurer Craig Sturken
Secretary Ann Haber
Board members: Dave Elbaum, Dick Wilson, George Young , Hermine Zavar, Krissy Gustinger
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

The opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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Danger of Tsunamis Here?
As Japan struggles with the aftermath of a 8.9 magnitude earthquake and tsunami, we wonder if a similar force of
nature could strike in the Atlantic. The short answer? Not likely, but not impossible.
Tsunamis have been a phenomenon primarily located around regions of intense geological activity, such as fault
lines and submarine volcanoes. Japan is situated along the Pacific Ring of Fire, and their sophisticated tsunami
warning systems and earthquake-ready building codes are just some adaptations the nation's made for living on
geologically capricious terrain.
Compared to the geological hotspot that is the Pacific, the Atlantic Ocean is relatively calm. But how would a tsunami ever develop in the Atlantic Ocean? History provides clues about what this rare scenario would look like. According to Gerard Fryer of the University of Hawai'i, an Atlantic tsunami could be generated near subduction zones
in the Caribbean and south of South America:
Most tsunamis are generated by shallow earthquakes in subduction zones, since those are the commonest
earthquakes which distort the seafloor. The only subduction zones around the Atlantic are the Puerto Rico
Trench and the Antilles subduction zone around the eastern Caribbean and the South Sandwich Trench
south of South America. These subduction zones are both smaller and much less active than the subduction zones that circle the Pacific, so the Atlantic has many fewer tsunamis.
That doesn't mean that it doesn't have any! Tsunamis have hit Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands half-adozen times in recorded history (most recently in 1918, when 32 people died).
But by far the most famous Atlantic tsunami was generated by an earthquake nowhere near a subduction
zone. Gorringe Bank is a ridge off the coast of Portugal uplifted by the northward movement of the African
Plate against the Eurasian Plate. On 1 November 1755 (All Saints' Day) a magnitude 8.6 earthquake at
Gorringe Bank destroyed much of Lisbon. Minutes after the earthquake, the tsunami arrived. At least three
great waves about ten meters high entered the city. The waves also raked the nearby coasts of Spain and
North Africa, and did extensive damage in the Azores, Madiera, and Canary Islands. Minor damage occurred as far north as Ireland and as far west as the West Indies. Gorringe Bank remains a severe tsunami
threat for Portugal, and the Portuguese are now installing seafloor pressure gauges there to get advance
warning.

Japanese earthquake stirred South Florida Waters
By Christina Veiga, Miami Herald
The earthquake and tsunami in Japan was felt thousands of miles away in South Florida’s water table. About 34
minutes after the magnitude 9.0 quake shook the island on March 11, water levels from Orlando to the Florida
Keys rose and fell up to three inches, according to South Florida Water Management. Reverberations were felt for
two hours.
“It shows that the flow in the aquifer is pretty fast, which is good and bad,” said University of Miami earthquake researcher Shimon Wdowinski. “It’s good because we can filter a lot of water through there. But it’s bad because in
the case of pollution, it can travel very quickly.”
Florida’s porous limestone allows water to flow easily below the surface of the earth, Wdowinski said. That’s
probably why the water table registered changes here.
“The water can flow fast and respond better to the pressure changes induced by a wave,” he said. The water management district uses deep and shallow wells to monitor the quality of ground water in the Floridian and Biscayne
aquifers, which provide much of the drinking water for the area. Oscillations were measured hundreds feet below
the surface, said South Florida district spokesman Randy Smith. Changes in the water table were also measured
after the Haiti and Chile earthquakes last year. A 20-foot spike was recorded in South Florida in 1964 after a massive 9.2 earthquake in Alaska, Wdowinski said. “I wouldn’t say it’s normal, but it’s not unusual” to notice changes,
Wdowinski said.
Still, officials were surprised to notice the water waxing and waning after a geological event thousands of miles
away. “This was over 7,000 miles,” Smith said. “I think that proves how strong the earthquake was.”
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Hello, Goodbye, I’LL LOVE YOU FOREVER!
By Mary Ann Sturken
Perhaps some of you recognize the title from a book of a similar
name…Hello, Goodbye, I Love You, which is about a boy named
Diego who raises a guide dog puppy. The book is written by
Patricia Bauer Mueller. I thought about a title to tell my story, and
the title, edited slightly, seemed to fit.
I am a volunteer puppy raiser for Canine Companions for Independence (CCI,) a non-profit organization that provides highlytrained service dogs for children and adults with disabilities, free of
charge.
In 2005, I became interested in CCI when my husband and I lived
in Michigan. I read an article in the New York Times about CCI
which explained what puppy raisers do. It was accompanied by a
picture of a dog being given to a person in a wheelchair. I became
convinced that I could be a puppy raiser…after all, I had raised
children, taught third grade, and now I was teaching part-time at a
Yuban—at 2 months , with college. My husband spent many hours at work, and I needed
his cape and gentle leader something in my life to give me that feeling of fulfillment. I wanted
to do something to help somebody. My husband tried to talk me
out of it, saying “How will you be able to give up the dog when it’s time?” As a puppy raiser, you
raise the puppy from two months old to eighteen months old, at which time you return the puppy to
CCI for intensive training. After the puppy goes through intensive training, anywhere from 6-9
months, if he passes he becomes an assistance dog for someone in need. I told my husband I was
sure I could do it. I called and scheduled a phone interview with CCI, and submitted an application.
In a few weeks I received word that I was accepted. We drove to Ohio (the closest CCI regional center) to pick up Claire, an 8-week-old yellow puppy who is a mix Golden Retriever/Labrador Retriever.
She was a little bundle of fur. She had been given a bath but green dye remained all over her right
ear. CCI tattoos each puppy’s right ear to make sure that the same puppy is returned to them; in a
day the dye wore off. There was a lot to learn. We hadn’t had a puppy since our children were
young, and back then we weren’t raising a puppy for someone else.
Here are the CCI requirements for puppy raisers:
·
Provide a safe environment for a puppy who will be the
only dog under 1-year old in the house.
·
Work closely with CCI monitoring the puppy’s progress
and submit monthly reports.
·
Attend CCI approved obedience classes.
·
Teach the puppy manners and basic commands.
·
Provide financially for the puppy’s food, medical and
transportation expenses.
·
Feed the puppy a diet recommended by CCI.
·
Provide a kennel or crate for sleeping indoors.
·
Provide the puppy with age-appropriate socialization opportunities such as public outings and medical appointments.
·
Keep the puppy on a leash at all times unless in a securely fenced area.
·
Supervise the young puppy throughout the day.
·
Agree to return the puppy upon request.

Yuban’s Arrival at Miami
International
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Hello, Goodbye, I’LL LOVE YOU FOREVER!
Continued from page 4
We raised Claire for sixteen months; when she turned eighteen months old, we were required to return
her to Ohio. Six weeks later I received a phone call from CCI saying Claire didn’t make the “cut.” (Only
40% of puppies make the cut.) Puppies are released from the program for various reasons…high prey
drive, separation anxiety, frightened by loud noises, medical reasons, excessive barking, etc. We had
first option to get her back because we raised her. If we had declined, CCI has a long list of people
who want a released CCI dog. There is an application with quite a few restrictions, for people who are
interested. Naturally we wanted Claire so we drove to Ohio the next day and picked her up. She is now
six years old.
Well, about eighteen months ago that yearning to raise a puppy returned. My husband again said he
didn’t think it was a good idea…having to give the puppy up after raising it for 16 months…would be too
difficult. I won again. Eight-week-old Yuban arrived at the Miami Airport on January 6, 2010.
Yuban came from a litter of ten puppies, seven black and three yellow. His mother is a black Lab and
his father is a Golden Retriever. Last summer we were in Georgia and we got together with the family
who was raising Yuban’s brother, Yuri. They got along well and I wonder if they recognized each other!
When a litter is born to a CCI breeder dog, all of the puppies are given names beginning with the same
letter. Yuban has a sister named Yvette, one named Yvonne, and there are six other puppies, all of
them are in different areas of the United States.
All of the CCI puppies are born in Santa Rosa, California, and are flown to the closest airport to where
the puppy raiser lives. A good friend went with me to pick up Yuban at Miami airport. He arrived in a
crate with enough food and water for the trip.
My husband and I try to introduce Yuban to as many different socialization opportunities as possible.
We have taken him to the beach, on boat rides, to church, camping, outdoor concerts, visiting family
and friends, hotels that allow dogs, a school, restaurants, supermarkets that allow dogs, the post office,
banks, and a farm. We also took him to Woofstock this past weekend. When Yuban is out in public he
must wear his cape which is yellow and blue. CCI also requires puppies to be trained on a Gentle
Leader. This is a type of headcollar that fits over the dog’s nose and helps the puppy handler have better control. It’s not a muzzle and it doesn’t hurt the puppy. The puppy can still drink, eat, bark, and do
anything else it normally uses its mouth for when the Gentle Leader is in use.
We have to turn in Yuban on May 14 in Orlando,
where the southeast regional center is located. My
husband and I hate to think about it, but we’ll be able
to do it. We’ll bring lots of tissues. If Yuban doesn’t
make the cut, we would want him back. If he does
make it, someone will receive an awesome dog.
If you are interested in
learning more about
CCI, visit their website
at
www.CCI.org.

Claire and Yuban napping—
a year ago January

Mary Ann, Craig… Yuban and Claire
At church—Oct 2010
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Museum Open House to Honor
Women Divers Hall of Fame Inductee…
LMKA member Sally Bauer

March 11 - ISLAMORADA, FL - The History of Diving Museum welcomes the community to an Open
House on March 30th honoring Dr. Sally Bauer's induction into the Women Divers Hall of Fame class
of 2011.
The members of WDHOF are an elite group that includes the most notable women leaders and innovators in the diving community. Dr. Sally Bauer, who in 2000 founded the History of Diving Museum in
Islamorada with her spouse and partner of 42 years, Dr. Joe Bauer, has been recognized for her significant contributions.
The Women Divers Hall of Fame (WDHOF) is an international, not-for-profit organization that seeks to
recognize and honor the many women whose achievements have enriched the world-wide diving
community.
Dr. Bauer will be officially inducted into the Fame as part on March 26th at the Beneath the Sea
Awards Banquet in New Jersey. The Open House at the History of Diving Museum on March 30th will
be held from 5:30pm-7:30pm and refreshments will be served. If you are unable to attend, please feel
free to send your congratulations to Dr. Bauer at the History of Diving Museum.
RSVP by March 28th. 305-664-9737.
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Happy 25th Birthday….Lower Matecumbe
Key Association
On the last two pages of this newsletter, you can read the very first LMKA
newsletter. While it is not dated, it was written sometime in the spring or
summer of 1986, shortly after the Articles of Incorporation for LMKA were
filed to make us official. The date of the original filing was April 22,
1986…. making this April 22 the 25th birthday of the Lower Matecumbe Key Association.
Shortly after the association was incorporated, popular resident and artist, Billie McClenithan, provided two sketches as possible logos. The
one selected by the association has long decorated and enhanced the
front page of our newsletters. The cormorant sketch to the right was
her backup option... never utilized.
We’ve come a long way in 25 years… and perhaps our greatest accomplishment is keeping residents informed about issues of interest. And
providing a louder voice than any of us could provide on our own.
Through the LMKA events we’ve all gotten to know our neighbors a bit
better. And hopefully our association has helped to make our island a
better place.

Asked “Why do you love Lower Matecumbe?” … here are some of the comments we got!
“We love the "laid back" ambiance, the lack of commercialism, and the great diving and fishing of
Lower Mat.” George and Dawn Young
“The colors on the bridge coming home. ( teatable). The lack of major commercial development and
naturefullness. Can see the red pen of writing instructors of the past on that one!!” Julie Baxter
“The absence of retail (with the exception of Angelo's and Caloosa Cove)..and the view of the water
at Sea Oats Beach...the residential feel of the entire Island.” Donna Gleason
“We like the balance of residential homes and the current number of small businesses on our island.
After traveling, we arrive on Lower Matecumbe Key and love the feeling of relief that comes over us.“
Patricia and Glenn Taylor
“It could be the people, or it could be the natural beauty--probably both. However it’s also the place
where you are overdressed in cut off blue jeans, nobody cares about who you are or where you
came from, everyone is friendly and you can be involved or be very private---it is the place to be!!! “
Sally Eaton
“Until recently I only had the time to fish, clean the catch, fry it, eat it, clean the boat and drive back
to Lakeland (6hours). Now I'm retired and looking forward to getting to know more of the Islamorada
area that I've only experienced previously as my personal fishing grounds.” Ed Moreno
“It’s so peaceful, laid back, open, scenic---such a contrast to Miami and much of the rest of Florida.”
From a guest!!
“For me, I love living in LM, because I so appreciate the beach, sand, sun, viewing or being in on or
near the beautiful water... makes my day! Top that with the most wonderful friends and neighbors,
there is no other place I want to be!” Ann Haber

President’s Corner
By Gordon Hadley
Congratulation and welcome to the three new
faces on the 2011 LMKA board of directors.
Craig Sturken, Krissy Gustinger and Hermine
Zavar have been unanimously elected and
have begun serving as your representatives.
The membership of LMKA has once again chosen wisely.

Membership Application/Renewal
First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: ________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_____________________________________________

The three members they replaced needed to
Local Address: ____________________________
devote more time to family and business.
Claire Johnson, Ron Winget and Ted Blackburn will be sorely missed. Fortunately, they
Phone (local): _____________________________
are still our neighbors and friends. We appreciate all their efforts and hard work. LMKA
Other phone: ______________________________
thanks you.
Email: ___________________________________
The election of the new members underscores
that LMKA is a volunteer organization. It is
Provide your email please!
membership driven and it's main mission is to
Get your newsletter faster and save LMKA printing/postage
enhance the quality of life on our island. We
costs! We only use the email address to send newsletters, inall must work to achieve a better Lower Mateformation and reminders about Lower Matecumbe.
cumbe Key. We can volunteer for a beach or
Make check payable to
neighborhood clean-up, e-mail elected officials, or just come to the monthly meetings and LMKA P. O. Box 911, Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12
let your voices be heard.
LMKA has a proud and extensive history of
making positive things happen on our island.
Let's all of us work to continue to make Lower
Matecumbe Key our island paradise.
LMKA
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada 33036

Enclose a note if you will serve on the Board,
volunteer with projects or newsletter or if you
have ideas for making our community better.

Check out the next three pages—
Citizens Finance Committee Details
And
First LMKA newsletter—1986
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Welcome to the Lower Matecumbe Key Association.
We have now had our f i r s t
two
organizat ional meetings.
Our goals are established and our board has been
elected.
The officers
are:
President:
Jay I'{i11er
Vice Presidenf :
Ray llampson
Treasurer:
Bil1ie McCleniEhan
Secretary:
Frances Stitely
Balance of the Board is:
A1 Falb, John I'{yers, Tom Stephenson, Harry Conrad,
Bill
Richter and Walter Eggers.
The following
agreed to serve as the by-laws
committee:
Ruth Falb, Jackie Eggers, Sam Wampler, Clyde I'leans ancl John l,lyers.
A S S O C I A T I O NA T T O R N E Y
A very special thank you goes to our attorney,
Frank Greenman, who has filed
our Articles
of Incorporation
and all the other paperwork required by the state
to rnake us official.
Frank generously clonated his time and charged us only
for the expenses of the filing
fees.
We are very fortunate to have an at torney
who has earned an outstanding reputation within our county, especially
in
County Building and Zoning issues.
]'IEI'{BERSHIP
We have set our membership fee at $10 annually per voting member. This is a
per person fee, not a per property fee.
If husband and r^rife \rant to participate
the fee will be $20.
The fees will
be used initially
for postage for newsletters
to keep all members informed about the progress of our group as well
as issues within the County thaL affect our island.
We are depencling on our
members to spread the word.
Please 1et your neighbors know about this worghwhile organization.
New members can contact us by dropping us a note at:
Lower Matecumbe Key Association
Post Office Box 91I
Islamorada, Florida 33036
[ ^ I ew i l l
need a name, hsiling
address, Lower Matecumbe property
phone number along wich a check for $fO.

location,

and a

G O A LS
The number one concern of the Lower MafecumbeKey Association is our beautiful
island.
Through our organization we hope to unite our efforts
in preserving
the very special environment we enjoy on Lower l'latecumbe. By sharing ideas and.
creating a method of keeping our residents and property owners better lnformed
and more conscious of the unique nature of the Key, we can procecE t6e qualiry
of our island.
We must share ideas and knowledge.
Ilany of our propergy or^rners
do not live in tlie Keys fullt j-me. Just because ttrey are not involvect on a .lay
to day basis does not mean they do not share our dedication to making Lower
Matecumbe Key a quality
place to live and visit.
We must communicate and worlr
together for Ehe greatest results.

Eogether for

Ehe greatest

results.

LA ND US E P L A N
The Land Use Plan has been reviewed by the statets Department of Community
R a t h e r e x t e n s i v e c h a n g e s h a v e b e e n r e c o m m e n d e db y D C A . I n t h e n e x t
Affairs.
few weeks there will be public hearings in Key West, IlaraEhon and Plantation
Key (10 a.m., June 20 at the Courthouse) Eo present tirese recommendations.
If the County
If acceptable they will be incorpcra[ed in[o tl-re f inal plan.
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Use Plan will
be determined by the Governor and his Cabinet.
Before the
State Legislature
ended their recent session, they voted to provide over
$1110001000'in funding for Monroe County over the next two years to aid in
the implementation
of the Land Use Plan.
Funds are to be provided for a solid
waste disposal system, purchase of undeveloped land by the State, and funds
for a conch hatcherv.
CODE ENFORCEMENT
No matter what 1arys we are working with,
the current County code or new Land
Use Plan, Code Enforcement in Monroe County must be improved.
There is hope
as the County j-s working to incorporate
some fresh new ideas in reorganizing
the Code Enforcement procedures.
M E E T I NG S
Lower Matecumbe Key Assocj-ation
of 1ocal interest
that can help
wonderful Florida Kevs.
We look

forward

to

seeing all

is hoping to have regular meetings with speakers
us all make our island the best island in our

of you at

our future

meetings.

