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The Chemical Institute of Canada's (CIC)
Career Services.
- The CIC is the association for all chemical
professionals in Canada.

OTHER BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN
THE ACD (CSC)
In addition to the activities of the particular
Student Chapter, membership will confer
the following benefits for students:

- The CIC provides a unique online job networking
resource CareerSite for all chemical professionals
and students
http://www.cheminst.ca/career/
Increase your career opportunities by taking
advantage of the CIC Career Services. Access
Canada’s sole chemical related job site.
Opportunities abound! Receive multiple benefits
with membership to The Chemical Institute of
Canada.

• Receipt of Canadian Chemical News/
L’Actualité Chimique Canadienne for
members in 2nd and higher years (by
bulk mail);
• Eligibility to apply for group insurance
on car and home insurance through
Monnex Inc.;
• Use of the CIC Employment Service for
students in the final year of their
program who are seeking permanent
employment after graduation;
• Substantially reduced registration fees
for the annual CSC Conference;
• Full membership in the CSC in the first
year after graduation for one-half of the
full membership fee.
• Eligibility for a range of scholarships and
awards, a comprehensive list of which is
given in this newsletter.

ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY WEBSITES
The Chemical Institute of Canada:
http://ANchem.ca/
http://www.cheminst.ca/
American Chemical Society
Division of Analytical Chemistry:
http://www.analyticalsciences.org/
Conference of Small Molecule Science (CoSMoS):
http://www.cosmoscience.org/
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Three ways to stay informed!
1. Like us on Facebook to keep you informed.
http://www.facebook.com/anchemca

To celebrate the first year of ACD Facebook page, the ACD is giving away
a $100 gift card in each of the two draws on:
December 15, 2015
March 15, 2016
You enter the draw(s) by liking us!
Promotional Facebook Giveaway is open to everyone studying or working
in the field of Chemistry in Canada. See details at ANchem.ca

2. Visit our ACD website
ANchem.ca
3. Follow ACD on Twitter
@analytical_chem
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Upcoming Conferences

Welcome to MSB 2016
nd
On behalf of the scientific and organizing committees, we invite you to join us for the 32 International Symposium on
Microscale Separations and Bioanalysis (MSB 2016) being held at Queen’s Landing in Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada from April 37, 2016. The format of MSB 2016 has evolved into the premier forum for the discussion of cutting-edge research on the
frontiers of separation science. We invite you to browse our conference website (www.msb2016.org) to learn more about the
exciting scientific program planned for our meeting that comprises fifteen different session topics and four short courses with
outstanding invited speakers.
To ensure a stimulating yet intimate environment for discussions, MSB 2016 will be limited to 275 delegates so we encourage
you submit an abstract before the Dec. 4, 2015 deadline. If you are currently incorporating microscale separations like capillary
electrophoresis, nano-LC, GCXGC, ion mobility spectrometry, microfluidic and lab-on-a-chip devices into your research, then this
is a meeting you will not want to miss!
Sincerely,
Philip Britz-McKibbin (McMaster University)
Conference Chair
Sergey Krylov (York University)
Karen Waldron (Université de Montréal)
Conference Co-Organizers

MSB 2016

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada
April 3-7, 2016

CSC 2016 – Halifax

The 99th annual Conference of the Canadian Society for Chemistry will be held this year in Halifax. The
conference takes place June 5-9th, 2015. Watch for further details about the conference at the website:
http://www.csc2015.ca/
Note: Analytical Chemistry Division Annual CSC Dinner Well attended and a tradition
for the last couple of decades, the annual dinner for the ACD is held on a suitable night
during the CSC Conference at a local restaurant. All students are welcome and typically
receive discounted meals. After dinner activities are always a highlight! Check our website in
May for announcements concerning the date and location.
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Undergraduate Student Conferences – 2015 - 2016
Southern Ontario Undergraduate Student Chemistry Conference (SOUSCC)
The 2016 Southern Ontario Undergraduate Student Chemistry Conference (SOUSCC) will be held in March
2016 in Peterborough, ON. Date and details yet to be determined.

Western Canadian Undergraduate Chemistry Conference (WCUCC)
The 2016 edition will be held in Winnipeg, MB, on May 5th – 7th.

ChemCon (CIC-APICS Atlantic Student Chemistry Conference)

The 2016 edition will take place at Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 2-4th 2016.
Information: https://scienceatlantic.ca/ocs/index.php/chem/chem2016

Colloque de chimie de l’Université de Sherbrooke

Held on October 16th, 2015. Visit website for 2016 event date.
Information: http://colloque-chimie.evenement.usherbrooke.ca/

Be sure to watch for more information on these conferences in the coming months.
Analytical Chemistry Presentation Awards at Undergraduate Student
Conferences
Each of the four regional undergraduate conferences are eligible to receive financial support for
awards in oral or poster presentations on a topic related to analytical chemistry. A request from
the conference organizers should be made to the ACD Chair (chair@ANchem.ca). Judging is the
responsibility of designated faculty members in attendance at the meeting. Organizers should
later notify the ACD Chair of the award winners.
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2015 ANALYTICAL STUDENT AWARD WINNERS
2015 ACD Graduate Student Award in Honor of
Walter E. Harris
Yiman Wu (Right), University of Alberta (supervisor: Liang Li)
The title of Yiman’s award presentation was “High-performance chemical isotope labeling LCMS metabolomics profiling: Meeting the challenges in metabolomics”, and it was presented at
the 2015 CSC meeting in Ottawa. Prof. Christina Bottaro (left) presented the award to Yiman.

2015 Winner of the ACD Undergraduate Travel Award
Mélina Drouin (Right), Université Laval (supervisor: Denis Boudreau)
Mélina presented a poster at the meeting titled, “Aptamer-based Fluorescent Nanosensors
for the Detection of ATP in Biological Samples“. The award was presented by Prof. Alan
Doucette (left) at the 2015 ACD AGM Dinner.
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2015 Graduate and Undergraduate Poster Awards
The 2015 winners of the ACD Graduate Poster Presentation Awards are:
1st: Yu Sherry Sun, University of Western Ontario (supervisor: Lars Konermann)
2nd: Uvaraj Uddayasankar, University of Toronto Mississauga (supervisor: Ulrich Krull)
Honorable Mention: David Polcari, McGill University (supervisor: Janine Mauzeroll)
Honorable Mention: David Wegman, York University (supervisor: Sergey Krylov)

Yu Sherry Sun

Uvaraj Uddayasankar

David Wegman, David Polcari

The 2015 winners of the ACD Undergraduate Poster Presentation Awards are:
1st: Teesha Baker, UBC Okanagan (supervisor: Susan Murch)
2nd: James Fan, Queens University (supervisor: Hans-Peter Loock)
Honorable Mention: Carly Olafson, University of Alberta Augustana (supervisor: James Kariuki)
Honorable Mention: Jianan Wang, University of Windsor (supervisor: Jichang Wang)

Teesha Baker

James Fan
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Carly Olafson, Jianan Wang

Southern Ontario Undergraduate Student Chemistry Conference (SOUSCC)
The 2015 winners of the Analytical Chemistry Presentation Awards are:
1st: Bach Kim Nguyen, York University (supervisor: Jennifer Chen)
2nd: Seowoo Kim, University of Western Ontario (supervisor: Zhifeng Ding)
3rd: Jeffery Henderson, University of Western Ontario (supervisor: Zhifeng Ding)
Western Canadian Undergraduate Chemistry Conference (WCUCC)
Best Oral Presentation (Analytical):
Darien Yeung, Vancouver Island University (supervisor: Erik Krogh)
Best Poster Presentation (Analytical):
Lisa Shulman, University of Alberta (supervisor: Charles Lucy)
2nd Prize Poster (Overall, topic in Analytical):
Matthew Fung, University of Alberta (supervisor: Charles Lucy)

Darien Yeung

Lisa Shulman

Matthew Fung

ChemCon (CIC-APICS Atlantic Student Chemistry Conference)
Best Oral Presentation (Analytical):
Ceilidh MacDonald, Cape Breton University (supervisor: Allan Britten)
Best Poster Presentation (Analytical):
Jacquelyn White, Saint Mary’s University (Supervisor: Christa Brosseau)

Ceilidh MacDonald

Jacquelyn White
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ABOUT THE STUDENT AWARDS
ACD Undergraduate
Student Travel Award
The intent of the award is to honor outstanding
senior undergraduate students in analytical
chemistry, to encourage them into postgraduate
studies and to expose them to a stimulating
scientific environment at the annual Canadian
Chemical Conference.
The Undergraduate Student Travel awards are
open to all undergraduate students pursuing
studies in the area of Analytical Chemistry and in
attendance at a Canadian University. The winner
is expected to give a poster or oral presentation of
his/her work at the 2016 CSC conference (Ottawa,
ON).
One award will be given this year, in the form of a
travel/conference expense reimbursement up to
$500. The application package should contain:
• a curriculum vitae of the student,
• a copy of student’s academic transcript, and
• one supporting letter (submitted by supervisor)
Supervisors should email their nomination to Dr.
Denis Boudreau (denis.boudreau@chm.ulaval.ca)
prior to January 15th, 2016. Each supervisor may
nominate one candidate per competition.

ACD Graduate and Undergraduate
Student Poster Awards at the
2016 CSC Conference
Graduate students who will be making poster
presentations in the Analytical Chemistry poster
session are eligible for this award. Only one
submission per student is permitted.
An ad hoc judging committee will be established.
Committee members will question each candidate
and assess the quality of the poster. Two cash
awards will be given.

ACD Graduate Student Award in
Honour of Douglas Ryan and
Walter Harris
These prestigious awards, named in honour of two
senior and well-known analytical chemists in
Canada (Dr. Douglas Ryan of Dalhousie
University and Dr. Walter Harris from the
University of Alberta) are presented in alternate
years to an outstanding senior graduate student in
analytical chemistry in Canada.
Nominations are solicited from Canadian
Universities each fall, by contacting both
Chemistry Department Heads and all Professors
who are active in research in analytical chemistry.
The selection of the recipient is made on the basis
of outstanding research contributions and the
excellence of the academic record.
The recipient of the award, who receives a cash
award and framed certificate, is expected to make
a presentation at the next annual CSC meeting.
The awardee and supervisor are invited to attend
the ACD Award Reception, normally held after the
Annual General Meeting of the ACD at the annual
CSC conference.
The nomination should contain the following:
1. Two letters of recommendation, one of which
must be from the nominee’s research supervisor
and include the reasons why the nominee is
deserving of the Award.
2. A brief statement about the thesis research
project (to be submitted by the candidate).
3. A list of research contributions (to be submitted
by the candidate).
4. Transcripts of the student’s undergraduate and
graduate academic records.
Nomination materials should be emailed to Dr.
Michael J. Serpe (michael.serpe@ualberta.ca)
prior to January 15th, 2016.

Students that wish to be considered for this award
should select the poster competition option when
submitting their abstracts to the conference.
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PHOTO GALLERY
2015 Analytical General Meeting and Dinner

The 2015 Analytical Annual general
meeting (AGM) and Dinner was held
at the revolving restaurant in
downtown Ottawa. A total of 60
participants enjoyed food, drink,
conversation and the stunning views
of the Parliament Hill. Special thanks
to Agilent and Sciex for for financial
support, and to their representatives,
LeRoy Blake (Agilent) and Bridget
Simons (Sciex) for sharing their
companies’ research directions and
services.

All Analytical Division members
are invited to our next AGM and
dinner in Halifax. Details will be
posted on our website and
Facebook in prior to the annual
CSC conference.
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FORMER STUDENT PROFILE: MEET Dr. Isabelle Poulin
Title: Technical Engineering Process Specialist
Company: Pacific Gas and Electric, Walnut Creek, California
Undergraduate Institution: Université Laval
Graduate Institution: Université Laval
PhD Supervisor: Professor Denis Boudreau
What is your career path ?
After graduate school, I was appointed as a postdoc fellow at a
Canadian Research Center. After a year, a position opened and I
was offered my dream job at the time in chemistry and in research
as a Defense Scientist. I was working with great teams of scientists
and technicians, got the chance to travel for work and participated to
world-class conferences. I even participated to NATO
committees! Then I left everything to follow my husband who got an exceptional offer to join a
consulting firm in the USA.
Finding a job in the USA was very difficult and complex. My search was initially focusing on the
same type of job in research that I was doing in Canada. Well, it turns out that with my PhD in
chemistry, I was focusing on the ‘chemistry’ part, while I should have been focusing on the ‘PhD’
part. Once I realized that, it then got so much easier to get a job.
After a few years of consulting, I now work for Pacific Gas and Electric Company, one of the
largest combined natural gas and electric utilities company in the United States. Frankly, the
company does not care about my background in chemistry, but they care a lot about the fact that I
have acquired a special skill set during my PhD. What skills? Using critical/analytical thinking is
definitely a major asset (identify problems/issues, prepare/perform an action plan, prioritize work,
propose improvements/strategies, document actions). Effective communication, both oral and
written is also very important. Another skill that is somehow hard to describe in a resume, but that
my employer appreciates is the patience/perseverance/focus skills that are needed to complete a
PhD. All these skills that were acquired unnoticeably in my PhD have now become the major part
of my skill set.
Do you miss working in a chemistry laboratory?
Actually not. I realized that what I like even more than chemistry is to be challenged. I just love it
when my boss gives me a high-level description of what he wants and say something like ‘you’ll
figure it out’. I would never have thought that I would be enjoying a job in a cubicle that
much! There is amazing work to be done outside of the lab.
If you have suggestions for candidates for “Former student profiles”, please send them to jf.masson@umontreal.ca
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FACULTY PROFILE:
MEET Dr. Jesse Greener
Professor Jesse Greener
Assistant professor
Département de chimie
Université Laval
jesse.greener@chm.ulaval.ca
http://jgreener.chm.ulaval.ca/
Jesse Greener graduated from the Chemical Physics program at
the University of Waterloo and obtained a Ph.D. from department of
Physics at the University of Western Ontario. During his Ph.D. he worked
in the surface chemistry group of Peter Norton where he developed
Fourier transform IR instrumentation capable of time resolved
measurements of dynamic adsorbates at the microsecond-time. His postdoctoral work in the Kumacheva group at the University of Toronto
started in 2007 and focused on development of microfluidic technology with in situ analytical
measurements including FTIR and microelectrodes. Before leaving Toronto, Jesse co-founded
FlowJEM Inc. (www.flowjem.com), a Toronto-based microfluidics foundry which specializes in
custom prototyping in polymer-based materials. Since May 2012, Jesse has been an Assistant
Professor of Chemistry at Laval University where he leads an active research group in analytical
microfluidics and biomaterials. He is the winner of the 2013 New Researcher Award from
Quebec’s science and technology agency, FRQNT. Since then he has served as a guest editor for
special journal editions, has given 25 invited lectures and served organizer for several analytical
chemistry conferences.
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Student Cover Art
by Mahdieh Atighilorstani, University of Victoria
The colours of plasmonics
The cover page shows a colourful scattered light pattern formed by gold nanopillars structures
under white light illumination on a microscope stage. The gold nanopillars array was fabricated on
a large area using laser interference lithography. The inserted graph shows the surface plasmon
resonance bulk refractive index sensitivities of the nanopillars exposed to the glucose solutions of
different concentrations.
Mahdieh Atighilorstani received her MSc. degree in analytical chemistry from Iran. She is currently
a PhD candidate in the Department of chemistry at the University of Victoria under the supervision
of Professor Alexandre G. Brolo. She is interested in combined electrochemical and surface
plasmon resonance measurements. She is also interested in computational electrochemistry.

To have your work featured as the next
newsletter cover page, submit your
artwork to:
Dr. Jean-Francois Masson
jf.masson@umontreal.ca
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Have a suggestion or an item for the next
Student Newsletter? Let us know!
e-mail: jf.masson@umontreal.ca
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