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Hello Chapter O,
We still had mixed weather during April, rainy weekends and very cool weather really dampened our ability to get out and ride, but we were able to get in two
rides – a Chapter ride and a District Multi-Chapter Ride. Unfortunately though, the
District’s Colors Ride scheduled for April 10th was canceled because of rain and
then cancelled again on its back up “rain date” of April 17th. The District Colors
Ride (which Chapter O has always heavily supported in past years) has been rescheduled for May 15th but unfortunately, it is on the same day as our Crawfish Boil
so our chapter won’t be able to support this event this year. Speaking of our rainy
April, I suppose there is something to the saying “April showers bring May flowers”.
Since we are beekeepers, we certainly hope there will be plenty of flowers this
month.

Let’s Ride!
“Join us for our Monthly Meeting”
Chapter O meets the first Friday of each month
At The Sugar Shack, Franklinton, LA
Social Time 6 pm—7 pm * Meeting Begins at 7 pm
Please Join Us and Invite Someone To Come With You!!!

2

Membership Enhancement
Danny & Sharon Amerson

Hello Chapter “O”
Chapter gathering Friday, April 5, 2021: Our gathering was held at the Sugar
Shack in Franklinton, LA. We had 24 members and 4 guests for our monthly meeting.
Door prize winners were Kay and Jane.
The Lucky winners of our 50/25/25 were Kay and Rudy.
For our golf ball game this month, Kelvin was the lucky person to try for the orange ball; however, the white ball was pulled, so the pot will continue to grow.
At our meeting we decided on two future events:

1st - Chapter crawfish boil on May 15th at Bogue Chitto State Park
2nd- Chapter anniversary cookout on June 5th at Bogue Chitto State Park
During the month of April, we had two events:
The 1st ride was to the Burger Basket in Osyka, MS. We gathered at the Shell
station in Folsom, LA to start our ride, great day for a ride thru the back roads to the
Burger Basket. The burgers were delicious. After lunch, we rode thru Mississippi
and back to Franklinton, LA to the Pine Malt Stand for ice cream.
The 2nd ride was to the Spring Fest in Baton Rouge, LA. We gathered again at
the Shell station in Folsom, LA to start our ride. We just had a small group of 4 on
this ride. The weather the night before was stormy and the Saturday morning forecast was “iffy” so I imagine that dissuaded several folks from riding. The weather
ended up warm and beautiful – simply perfect for riding. This ride was a District Multi
-Chapter Ride, so we left the Shell station and headed to the Ponchatoula to meet up
with others at the designated location – the Racetrack gas station at Hwy 51 and I12. There we joined 5 other folks and headed down back country roads towards Baton Rouge. District Director, Mike Jastram led us on a great 1 ½ hour ride, with lots
of twists and turns through several areas we had not ridden before. One highway
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had us riding through the swamps where we saw a 4-foot alligator who was either
sunning himself on the shoulder of the road or just waiting for us to pass so he
could cross the road -- no one stopped for a photo op; too scared. Now that was
really something we have never seen on a ride before.
At the Spring Fest we met up with more GW folks that went there directly.
The Spring Fest was exactly what you would expect, lots of vendors, people, and
good food. We spent a couple hours wandering through the vendors, stopped and
ate lunch, and then before we left stopped at an ice cream vendor and ate these
incredible, sinful, waffle ice cream cones, the likes of which I’ve never seen – Lex
you really missed out not making this trip. After enjoying our dessert, everyone
headed back to their respective home locations.

APRIL MEETING
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MORE OF APRIL MEETING
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APRIL RIDE TO BURGER BASKET
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MULTI-CHAPTER RIDE TO
SPRING FEST

7

Hello Louisiana
I BELIEVE, I BELIEVE IN RIDER ED RIDER COURSES
BY Mike Jastram GWRRA #213496
I want to talk to you today about the importance of taking a rider ed rider course. It well help you
become a better rider of your bike/trike. It will also increase the safety for both the rider and PASSENGER. I have taken the following rider courses since 2004.
1 time Basic State two wheel
3 times Advanced State two wheel
1 time GWRRA two wheel
1 time GWRRA two wheel with trailer rider
2 times GWRRA trike
1 time GWRRA trike with trailer
Every course has helped me to become a better rider and helped me understand how to control my
bike/trike. Let us start from the beginning.
I bought my first bike of any kind in October of 2004. It was a Goldwing. Having never owned a
motorcycle before, I took the state basic course before I purchased my Goldwing. You show up
with a helmet, gloves, glasses, long sleeves, and boots. The state provides a motorcycle, a 100cc
type bike. I learned numerous things in that course, but what helped me the most was (1) look
where you want the motorcycle to go, (2) buy a full face helmet, and (3) a tip from a female student
who only had been riding for six months. The tip was to never be in a hurry. When I find myself
getting in a hurry, I hear her voice and slow down. Getting in a hurry can cause problems.
A few months after I bought my Goldwing, I took a second state course for advanced riders. I did
not think of myself as an advanced rider, but that is what they called me. In the advanced case, the
student provides his own motorcycle, which I did. Within three years I had taken a total of 4 rider
courses, each helping me to become a better rider. Cornering, braking, and tight maneuvering all

got better. I took a trailering course where you pull your trailer in the class. Just recently a
friend admitted that he had a wreck within the first 1000 miles of pulling a trailer, mainly
because he had overloaded his trailer and he did not understand emergency braking with a
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trailer. Rider courses improve your skills and increase your safety for not just you, but for your passenger as well.
Since I have had my bike converted to a trike in 2016, I have taken three trike courses.
THE MORE COURSES YOU TAKE, THE MORE THESE COURSES WILL HELP YOU
BUILD ON YOUR RIDING SKILLS/SAFETY
Since buying my Goldwing in October of 2004, I have ridden both my bike and trike over 204,000
miles with no accidents. Thank you rider ed classes and those who teach these classes. Also thank
you to my GWRRA family who have also played a role in my (our including Pam’s) safety.
Becky and Mike Stevenson are our district’s trike instructors and coordinate all GWRRA trike
courses. Mike is also a two wheel instructor and coordinates all GWRRA two wheel courses. You
do not have to be a member of GWRRA to take a GWRRA rider course.
For more information on GWRRA course, contact Mike or Becky Stevenson at ed@gwrra-La.org
They also have an article this month about motorcycle courses. Please read their article.
The state does not have a trike course, but does teach two wheel courses. For more information on
Louisiana Motorcycle Courses, go to www.lsp.org
PLEASE stay safe during these trying times.

Fritz & Johnette Beter / Mike & Pam Jastram
Louisiana District Directors
dd@gwrra-la.org
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C0LORS RIDE 2021
THE TRIP TO NOWHERE
Saturday May 15, 2021
What is a trip to nowhere? Let me explain. With everyone being a little anxious to
take a trip, we figured why not the Colors Ride be part of a trip. The only
difference, instead of traveling to another state, we will just pretend we are a
group of motorcyclist heading to another state. So how do you pretend? Hook your
trailer to you bike/trike and show up for the ride. The public does not have to
know there is nothing in our trailers. There might be a chair an ice chest and some
food to eat inside the trailer, but no real travel gear/clothes. We can talk like we
are really traveling at our meeting places, any stops along the way, and especially at
the rest area where we will have our lunch and to anyone that will listen.
Actual destination is the Grand Prairie Rest Area located near mile marker 34 on
I-49, approximately 15 miles north of Opelousas. There are plenty of tables,
restrooms, and parking places. The rest area is bi-directional. How do you like
that word? Do not get excited, it only means you have access traveling either
north or south.
Bring your own food, drinks and chairs. We will try to meet at 11:30, have
lunch, and depart for a short Colors Ride on I-49.
We will have bikes/trikes traveling from three directions.
East group (A, K, O, H). Road captain will be Mike Jastram. Mike’s group will meet
at the Love Station location N 751 S Lobdell Hwy (Highway 415) Hwy Port Allen.
We will travel Hwy 190 to I-49 to Grand Prairie Rest Area. Meet at 9:15 and
depart at 9:45.

West group (M, J, Texas J). Road captain will be Mickey Searels. Mickey’s group
will meet at the Chevron Station 3955 US Highway 190, Elton, La. Meet at 9:30
and depart at 10:00.
Chapter B. You are welcome to join either the east or west group or just meet us at the
rest area.
North group (C & D) Road captain will be Jim Berry. Jim’s group will meet the Loves
Station north of Alexandria. 7046 LA-1, Boyce. (I-49). Meet at 10:00 and depart 10:25.
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Upcoming 2021 Events
Colors Ride 2021 “Ride to Nowhere”
May 15th
Chapter O Crawfish Boil
May 15th
Louisiana Courthouse Rides
May 1 - June 30
Arkansas Rally
May 27 - 29
South Carolina Rally
June 3 – 5
Wing Ding 42 in 2021
June 29 – July 3
Kansas Rally
September 10 - 11
Oklahoma Rally
September 16 - 18
Alabama District Rally
September 30 – October 2
Mississippi District Rally
October 21 - 23
Chapter O Ride to Arkansas
October 16 - 23
LA District Ride-In
November 11 - 13
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Louisiana’s Parish Courthouse Rides
Mickey & Mary Searles, LA Motorist Awareness Program, have been thinking
of some things that will be fun and get us out riding around our state while being
safe. Below is their plan:
May is Motorcycle Awareness month, so we want to kick it off right while riding
our state. Here is the deal, we want to visit as many Courthouses in the state as we
can between May 1st through June 30th.
Have chapter rides to visit them, there are some nice ones here in Louisiana.
Also, for those chapters that live on the edge of our state you can also visit the
ones in another state that are close by.
On July 10th, we will all meet for an “All-District” picture at a central Courthouse in the state that all chapters ride to and meet for a group picture and a brown
bag lunch. This will be a great chance to get to see everybody.
Bring your chapter Motorist Awareness Banner when you visit that for that also
and it will look good in the picture with all of the banners.

Guidelines for the picture at each courthouse you visit:
•

Must have your Chapter’s Motorist Awareness Banner.

•

Take a picture with the banner on the steps of the Courthouse with your
riders behind it and date it.

•

Everyone must have your mask on in the picture.

This will be fun and it gives the chapters a “destination with a purpose” ride.
There are some beautiful places to visit.
***********************************************************************************************

Louisiana District Ride In
Since we were not able to have a District rally, we have decided to have a
Louisiana District Three Day “Ride In”. Come spend the entire time or just a day or
two as your schedule permits.
Date: November 11th, 12th & 13th, 2021 (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) with a
bonus ride on November 14th (Sunday)
Place: St Francisville, Louisiana
Details: Coming Soon—Stay Tuned
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LOUISIANA CHAPTER GATERINGS
1st Monday
1st Tuesday
1st Thursday
1st Thursday
1st Friday
1st Saturday
3rd Tuesday
4th Monday
4th Wednesday

Chapter K
Chapter B
Chapter D
Chapter M
Chapter O
Chapter C
Chapter J
Chapter A
Chapter H

Metairie
Lafayette
Monroe
DeRidder
Franklinton
Shreveport
Sulphur
Baton Rouge
Houma

Check their websites for time, place, and address.
We should all try to visit other Chapter Gatherings
since you belong to all GWRRA Chapters.
If we support their Chapter, they will support ours!
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CHAPTER DIRECTORS
NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Steve & Jan Kerbow
jan.kerbow@gmail.com
steve.kerbow01@gmail.com
ASST CHAPTER DIRECTORS
Alan & Julie Williams
alanwilliams0607@yahoo.com
MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT

Terry Pittmsn — 5/2
Tamara Schwarer — 5/22
Wendell Vince — 5/25

Danny & Sharon Amerson
amersondannyb@yahoo.com
WEBMASTER
Allen Hoover
webmaster@gwrra-la-o.org
RIDE COORDINATOR
Kelvin & Gay Dawsey
keldi82@yahoo.com

Elmo & Debrah Simmons

TREASURER
Rudy & Paula Winstead
winstead06@bellsouth.net
SUNSHINE LADY
Joyce Netherland
jcnland@att.net
COUPLE OF THE YEAR
Kelvin & Gay Dawsey
keldi82@yahoo.com
MOTORNESS AWARENESS
Lex & Gay Austin
lwaust39505@yahoo.com

Marie Vince
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May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15 Chapter O

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Chapter O
Gathering
6:00 PM to
Eat
7:00 PM to
Meet

8

Crawfish
Boil
Bouge Chitto
State Park
11:00 AM
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June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

Sat
5

No Meeting
Tonight
See You at
the Picnic
Tomorrow

Chapter O
Anniversary
Picnic
Bouge Chitto
State Park
11:00 AM

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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Organized June 2004

TEAM GWRRA
GWRRA TEAM

POSITION

EMAIL

Jere & Sherry Goodman

Directors of GWRRA

director@gwrra.org

Susan & George Huttman

Director of Rider Education

director-re@gwrra.org

Dan & Mary Costello

Director of Membership Enhancement

mepgwrra@gmail.com

Lorrie Thomas

Director of GWRRA University

lorriemthomas@aol.com

TO BE DETERMINED

Director of Finance

financedirector@gwrra.org

Mike & Varri Critzman

Director of Motorist Awareness

itsawingthing@hotmail.com

Alessandro Boveri

Executive Director Overseas

alboveri@gmail.com

