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Cleveland-Cliffs Announces
Shut Down in Silver Bay

Fire in Downtown Grand
Marais: Two Businesses Lost

by Kitty Mayo

by Kitty Mayo

On Monday, April 13th Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. announced that
they will be idling two of its iron
ore mining operations, including
the Silver Bay site.
Because of the current business
circumstances brought on by
COVID-19 and the resulting disruption in manufacturing in steel
production, Cleveland-Cliffs says
it needs to cut iron ore production.
The decision affects
Northshore Mining in Silver Bay,
as well as their Tilden Mine in
Michigan. Plans are to work
down current inventory levels at
both sites, and continue to ship
iron ore to fulfill commercial
agreements with steel customers.
In a statement Cliffs President/
CEO Lourenco Goncalves said:

““We have evaluated market conditions and the extraordinary disruptions in manufacturing and
steel production in North
America due to the impact of the
COVID-19 market shock. As our
steel customers rationalize their
operations' capacities, we made
the decision to adjust our iron ore
production during the first half of
the year and not continue to build
additional iron ore inventory until market conditions improve.
Once the North American steel
market improves, ClevelandCliffs will be able to quickly restart and ramp up production.”

According to an interview at
radio station WTIP with Grand
Marais Fire Chief Ben Silence, a
fire originating at the Crooked
Spoon Cafe resulted in a total
loss of that business, along with
neighboring gift shop the Picnic
and Pine.

Plans are to temporarily idle
Northshore by mid-April, with a
hoped-for restart in August of
this year, and idling Tilden at the
end of April and a restart in July
2020.

Spreading to the two neighboring gift shops, the Picnic and
Pine, and White Pine North, the
Crooked Spoon and Picnic and
Pine were considered to be total
losses, with White Pine North

The fire broke out in downtown
Grand Marais around 1:30 pm on
Monday, April 13th at the
Crooked Spoon Cafe on Wisconsin Street. The street was shut
down for the evening while
crews continued to assess and
clean up the scene.

sustaining heavy damage. Nearby
Sven and Ole's Pizza did appear
to incur some heat damage to the
roof, but at first assessment appeared to be otherwise intact.
Colvill, Maple Hill, Lutsen responded to assist the Grand Marais Fire Department in fighting
the blaze, with heavy winds creating considerable issues with
controlling the fire. An excavator
was brought on scene by the
Cook County Highway department to move debris to aid
firefighters in completely extinguishing the fire. No injuries
were reported.
Cause of the fire remained unknown at the time of press, and
the state fire marshall was on the
scene that evening.

Plea to Protect Workers: Gratitude for their Dedication
By Kitty Mayo
While the north shore sits tight
and holds a collective breath
against a wave of COVID-19 that
lead experts assure us will come,
there are many folks working
hard to make sure we are able to
shelter in place.
Waiting is hard, some even
doubt there is a real threat while
we sit in a lull with no reported
cases in Lake or Cook counties to
date.
But the threat is real, with illness, hardship and lives likely to
be claimed by the virus by all
scientific evidence. According to
Dr. Michael Osterholm, director
of the Center of Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the
University of Minnesota,
COVID-19 is coming here: “It
will hit every small town, every
county, whether rural or urban, or
not.”
Most people who contract
COVID-19, and there will be
many people on the north shore
who do, will have relatively mild
are moderate symptoms such as a
fever and cough and they may
even show no symptoms but
could still infect others. But some
are more vulnerable, especially
elders and those with existing
health problems, and they could
die. Even young people are dying
from this disease.
Meanwhile, our communities
continue to function because of a
hard-working ethic.

Our grocery
stores, pharmacies,
hardware stores,
automotive stores,
gas stations, takeout restaurants,
and, yes, even our
liquor stores, are
staffed with people
who are putting
their lives on the
line every day. (If
you question the
importance of the
liquor stores,
please recognize that they are doing a very brisk business and appear to be very valued by their
customers.)
While we wait, there are still
some very critical measures that
each one of us can take to protect
the very lives of our neighbors,
as was poignantly highlighted by
one reader.
“My hope is that by writing
this email and your willingness
to publish something in regards
to this (taking precautions) will
save at least one family from
COVID-19 and hopefully many
others. Especially by community
transmission that could have
been prevented by everyone doing the very best they can to do
their part in containing this virus.
The reason I ask is because I am
concerned for my parent (and all
the other service worker heroes)
and their exposure risk to this
devastating virus. I just really
love my parents and I pray that

they stay safe as they serve others during this crisis.”
Oh, we are willing. Are you?
Many of us have loved ones
working in grocery stores, hardware stores, and restaurants doing takeout, and we all have
valuable community members in
these high-risk jobs. We must do
everything we can to protect
them while they work in stressful
and worrisome conditions.
Here's what to do:
• Adhere to social distancing
guidelines set forth by the CDC
and health agencies: Stay at
least 6 feet away from everyone, even if that means awkwardly standing to the side and
waiting patiently.
• Shop efficiently: Plan your
trips to stores to be spaced reasonably far apart, have an organized plan and list, don't take
the whole family, get 'er done.

Less time spent in stores reduces risk of exposure to you,
other shoppers, and workers.
• Wear a mask: Homemade, a
bandana if that's all you have,
will offer some form of protection to those around you. Show
them the respect of lowering
their risk, even by a little bit,
they are doing the same for you
in many stores.
• Car Sanitizer Habit: Sanitize
your hands before you go into a
store, and again after. This way
you will reduce likelihood of
your spreading the virus unwittingly to those in the store, and
remove the virus from your
hands that you may have
picked up while in the store.
There are so many others who
are working for all our good.
Take a moment to imagine those
workers who are keeping our
lights on, picking up our garbage,
fixing our cars, and delivering
our online orders (and so many
more!). Keep them safe!
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