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ARMOUR BULLETIN

Colonel Commandant’s Foreword

PART | - GENERAL

The Vol. 30 No. 1, 1997 Armour
Bulletin issue of Total Force revealed

a wide variety of interpretations of
what it means. Upon re-reading the
articles and pulling out the common
threads of understanding it became
clear that the most often repeated
comments were the need to further
integrate the Regulars and Reservists.
This would develop a better state of
trust and respect, provide the Militia
with adequate equipment and have
Regulars accept a greater responsi-
bility for “their Militia”.

Some of the expressions are understood
but not always followed through by
staff orientation of policy and action.
The formalization of “Le Partenariat”
in Secteur Québec Forces Terrestres
(SQFT) has focused their previous
“cooperation” between Regular and
the Militia units. This partnership
warrants being reviewed for pertinent
applications in other areas.

The focus of Army doctrine has
changed. In order to remain inter-
operable with our allies, the time has
come to realign our doctrinal tenets
with theirs. To this end, in the summer
of 1996, the Directorate of Army
Doctrine was established as an element
of the Land Staff at the Canadian Land.
Forces Command and Staff College
(CLFCSC). Without a doubt the estab-
lishment of a discrete Doctrine Cell
within the Army Staff was long over-
due and the tasks were many. From
the beginning, the Director of Army
Doctrine (DAD), Col R.S. Wlasichuk,
was placed in a position to coordinate
his fight of the Rear, Close and Deep
Battles in the context of updating
old, establishing current and looking
forward to a new doctrine. One factor
common to this Tactical Organization

of the Battlefield was the concept of
Manoeuvre Warfare Theory. As you will
note in this edition of the Bulletin, the
article provided by DAD presents this
concept not as new doctrine, but rather
as new emphasis on established tenets.

As with anything new within the Army,
there is often much debate in the
absence of the facts. This has been the
case with the introduction of Manoeuure
Warfare. It was with this in mind that
DAD established, as a priority, the
education process to the Army of
current developments in our doctrine.
In this light, the Bulletin facilitates the
process. | feel that this article should
be reviewed with four things in mind:
First, Manoeuvre Theory IS CURRENT
Army Doctrine and provides the means
by which we remain interoperable with
our allies. Second, Manoeuvre Theory
encourages us all to THINK AND ACT,
maintaining the old adage that good
ideas are NOT necessarily the “purview
of the senior man present”. Third,
inherent in the licence to THINK AND
ACT, is the element of RISK. With
the ACCEPTANCE OF RISK is the
ACCEPTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY
associated with the outcome - good

or bad. Fourth and last, this excerpt
serves as a primer to read and consider.
It is meant to encourage active interest
in army doctrine development in
order that we understand from
whence the tactics, techniques and
procedures we use come. Moreover,
active interest will ensure that informed
debate may replace ignorant argument
over the lifeblood of our profession —
sound doctrine. .

Worthy!
Major-General |.P. Robert LaRose
Colonel Commandant
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