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                             Meeting Minutes of March 21, 2017 at 3:00 PM
                                   241 Council Fire Circle, Galena, IL.  61036
     The League of Women Voters of Jo Daviess County held their executive board meeting at the home of Sue Cording at 3:00 PM on Tuesday, March 21, 2017.  Sue Cording, Kathy Pearson, Esther Lieberman, Carole Sullivan, Jeanie Norman, and Hollie Werner were in attendance with Bonnie Cox via speaker phone.
     February board minutes were approved with Kathy moving to accept and Carole seconding.  Kathy gave information on the Treasurer’s report.  The checking account balance is $7,704.21 with another $339.45 in the water account, and a $4,300.00 Jo Daviess County Conversation Foundation Grant to be used for the watershed projects.  Kathy also stated more money will be coming is because of the new members that have just joined.  
Review of our Website and Facebook pages—it has been noted that we have some problems keeping the LWV Jo Daviess Co Website updated.  Bev Mellskog has offered to try and keep the Website more current.  It was discussed that we need to improve on getting information to her so she can put it on the site.  Bonnie also stated that the LWV of IL. has space available on their Website for local activities.   Stephanie Cocagne has posted on the LWV Facebook page the next event we are sponsoring, “Conversation with Mike and John” Jo Daviess County Democrat and Republican Party Chairmen will have a Grassroots conversation with each other during a public meeting on April 6, 2017. 
New and Prospective Members Brunch on February 18—Review any suggestions for next year---the Brunch was a widely successful event was the consensus of everyone.  After and because of the Brunch, both Kathy and Sue have signed up new members.  Another thought was that maybe the LWV could possibly do a program for the new Women and Friends Organization.
LWVIL Issues Briefing in Chicago on March 4, 2017---Update on briefing from Bonnie, Kathy, Sue.  All three stated that they were very impressed with the presenters’ compiling a treasure trove of information.  Kathy has extensive notes on the sessions she attended and was thanked for gathering all the information.  Kathy, Sue and Bonnie will each put together a paragraph sending it to Alice for the Newsletter.  
Review and approve the language for conforming amendment to the LWVUS Bylaws---The LWVUS has changed membership requirements.  Now anyone sixteen years of age and non-citizens are allowed to join.  The LWV of Jo Daviess County has to make a recommendation to recognize this change.  Bonnie made a motion and Kathy seconded to recognize the direct action from the national league by having our board revise our bylaws accordingly.  The motion passed by unanimous vote.   Bonnie will send revised by laws to all Board Members.
Candidates’ Forums on March 14 and 16---Kathy stated around 70 people attended the Forum in East Dubuque with around 50 in Galena.  Esther said she really enjoyed both Forums and the Forum in East Dubuque was very nicely done by Diane Gallagher.  Diane Gallagher and Kathy Pearson took the responsibility for the advertising for the East Dubuque and Galena Forums, respectively. Sue thought we need to look at the process of screening the questions to avoid repetition and get more questions answered in the allotted time.  The audience had some great questions but because of time restraints we didn’t get them to the Candidates.  Another suggestion was to politely at the beginning ask the audience to refrain from talking while the candidates are giving their response.  Two GHS Board Members not seeking re-election were in attendance, Katie Wienen and Laura Edmonds expressed they felt the forum was wonderful and expressed thanks to the League. 
April 19 Earth Day, LWV Booth---Bonnie and Beth are working out an activity for Second Graders.  Carmen Ferguson will conduct the Water Shed Game for the adults coming through.  Bonnie will send to Alice for the Newsletter the LWV support on climate change, removing some of tax credits, and carbon tax.  Also by staying informed we can use as a LWV recruitment tool.
May 18, 19, and 20 Garage Sale---The LWV Garage Sale will be held at Bonnie’s home at 906 Third Street.  Kathy will get all of the information to Alice to put in the Newsletter.  Drop off items May 8th, marking items May 15th beginning at 10:00 am, working all day, Thursday the 18th, 10:00 am until 4:00pm, Friday the 19th, 8am to 5pm, and Saturday the 20th, 9am to 3pm, then from 3 to 5 pm cleanup.  Hollie will send an email asking for people to work, plus she will also put the information on her Facebook page.  Bonnie will put signs out for the garage sale.  Sue will be sending an email asking for donations in good, clean, condition.  Sue will also look into the best way to advertise, by using an add or a press release.  Information will include that this sale is a not for profit fundraiser for the LWV support going to events like the Forums, Voter Service as another use of funds raised.  
Thank You to Marcella Arnold---As part of Women in History Month it was discussed on how to honor Marcella Arnold.  Bonnie stated she phoned Marcella’s Son to get a photo of her to be used with an article on how much she has done and how she kept the league going.  Kathy also thought a Certificate of Appreciation for her decades of service would be nice. Bonnie will check with Marcella and see if she is available for lunch on March 30, 2017 at 11:30 at Stella’s in Stockton this would be another tribute to Marcella.  
New Business:
     “Conversation with Mike and John” ---April 6, 2017 Galena Middle School at 7:00 pm.  Esther gave an update stating this will be a good program and that John will speak to Mike beforehand.  Mike has asked Esther if he could add a screener of his own, Kathy will check with IL League to see what the protocol on that is.  Esther explained the focus for the conversation with emphasis on sharing of their ideas, goals, and finding common ground on issues that affect Jo Daviess County.  Esther stressed this is a “Grassroots” type of conversation by using a small table and passing the microphone back and forth.  Sue will be a facilitator not a moderator asking the screened questions.  Mike and John will each have an opening and closing statement.  An agenda will be sent to both of them explaining the format that each will have time to respond and then short comments nothing formal since this is more of a round table format.  Esther is writing the press release that will include pictures of Mike and John.  It will then be sent to all the area media outlets.  Hollie will also put this on her Facebook page.  Esther, Sue, Kathy, Jeanie and Hollie will assist with this meeting.
A General Meeting on “Restorative Justice” ---this issue was discussed last fall as a possible informational program for our January 2017 Annual Meeting.  Sue has been in contact with JDC Sheriff Kevin Turner, States Attorney John Hay, GPD Chief Lori Huntington, JDC Juvenile Probation Officer Kim Montgomery and  Victims’ Advocate Jodi Zeal.  Kathy has been in contact with Valerie R. Bell, Ph.D. Associate Professor, Criminal Justice at Loras College.   Valerie teaches a course on restorative justice.  The course focuses on the effects of crime on the offender, the victim, and the community, which is the focus of restorative justice.  Kathy will be communicating with Valerie seeking information on how the LWV can proceed possibly for January of 2018.  
Possible Earlier Collection of Dues---after a brief discussion, this issue was tabled for the next meeting.  Every board member was asked to have some ideas on how to proceed.  Kathy suggested an October due date for Membership dues because they are passed along to the State and National LWV groups.  The draw back for a later date is JDC LWV has to pay for PMP’s up front, and if a person decides to not join after all we are out that membership.  
More Copies of Our Membership Pamphlet Needed---we are in need to have more Pamphlet and Brochures printed and available for Earth Day.  Bonnie made a motion to have 200 Black and White copies be printed at the UPS Store, Carol seconded, and the motion passed with all in agreement.  Hollie very generously offered her credits she personally has at the UPS Store for the printing.  Hollie also set up an account for the League at The UPS Store for a one thousand black and white copy card, Bonnie will get her the Tax ID Number.  Everyone thanked Hollie for the wonderful gift.  Kathy also is donating to the LWV note cards and envelopes she had printed, which is also very generous, and the Board Members thanked her.    
Other New Business:
     Illinois Budget/Impacts on Social Security Services and education, it was brought up that maybe we could co-sponsor with the Rotary as a possible discussion.  Bonnie was also asked to write a letter about the Legislative Interviews and the fact that the Rochelle LWV declined to combine with Galena on this.  
     We are in the planning stages of a meeting in July, in conjunction with the Illinois Press Association and the Galena Gazette on the role of the media in the age of social media.  The Gazette is more than happy to be a sponsor along with the JDC LWV on this topic. As suggested by the Gazette, there should be enough time to include the Open Meetings Act information and how one can be a better news consumer in an era of 24-hour a day, seven-days-a-week, 365-days-a-year news cycles. It was noted that in order to continue approval from the JDC LWV was needed, including having an agenda set, with format, budget, date, time and venue.  Kathy made the motion to approve, The Role of Press in Freedom of Information and Open Government, to be added to the schedule of events for July, Bonnie seconded, and all Board Members agreed.  
Adjournment:
We have eight new members as of right now this year.  Kathy suggested we need to keep in close contact with all new members.  Sue will send a letter to Alice to put in the monthly newsletter. A motion to adjourn was made by Esther and 2nd by Carol.  Our April meeting will be Thursday, April 20, 2017 at 4:00 at Bonnie’s home, 906 Third Street.
Submitted by Jeanie Norman, Secretary
Jo Daviess County League of Women Voters Upcoming Events
April 6 ---“Conversation with Mike and John” Galena Middle School, 7:00pm.
April 19---Earth Day, LWV Booth 
May 18, 19, & 20---LWV-JDC Garage Sale 
June 9 & 10---LWVIL Convention, Des Plaines 
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