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A ‘Note of Thanks’ to these fine
sponsors, without their support our
bulletin would not be possible.
Please thank them with your
patronage.

For ad information call the parish
office 978-582-4008

YWCA-Battered Women’s Resources
Helping area women, to survive, emerge from,
or heal from abusive relationships
*Counseling *Court Advocacy *Emergency Shelter
*Community Education *24-hour hotline (978-537-8601)
For more information call 978-537-2306, Ext. 19

ST. BONIFACE
PRE-SCHOOL & CHILDCARE
817 Massachusetts Ave.
Lunenburg, MA 01462
978-582-7110
Children Ages: Open
2.9 through 7 years 7:30AM-5:30 PM

ST. BONIFACE PARISH

817 Massachusetts Avenue, Lunenburg, MA 01462

Parish Office: 978-582-4008
Email: stbonifaceparish@verizon.net

Website: www.stboniface-lunenburg.org

Luke 4:29

They rose up and drove
Jesus out of town.

Gospel of the Week
Luke 4:21-30

February 3, 2019

Fourth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

They rose up, drove him out of town... (Luke 4, 29)

What is the most recent thing you stood up for at a personal cost? Something that required you to gather strength, be
courageous, face opposition, be rejected but stand firm? Was that which you stood up for about more than you?

The first reading this weekend speaks about the calling of the Prophet Jeremiah. ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you’ (Jer 1, 5). Right from the start Jeremiah
is called but also forewarned that being a prophet will take a personal toll. It will be done at a personal cost. ‘Gird your loins,
stand up and tell them, be not crushed...they will fight you’. Rejection and hostility come with the job description.

Jesus comes back to his hometown and is almost killed. Initially he receives a warm reception. Some are even amazed that a
person from their town can do such great things. But when Jesus begins to speak as a prophet-to denounce his own flock’s
practices, to open the message of salvation to outsiders (widows, Naaman the Syrian), indignation quickly sets in. Who is
He? They question his pedigree, who sent you to tell us what to do? Hate, anger and fury force them to rise up and drive him
out of town. ‘No prophet is accepted in his native place’ (Luke 4, 24)

Every Christian is called to be a Prophet, but how ready are you to be a ‘rejected’ prophet? To speak and live the truth of
the Gospel even well knowing that there is no success whatsoever in sight? At what personal cost are you determined to
follow Jesus?

The higher calling of the ‘rejected’ prophet and disciple of Christ is best expressed in the greatest virtue of Love. What helps
others is better than what helps oneself. What betrays true love can only be individualistic tendencies and self-interest. Love
requires self-giving.

What unsettles you about being a ‘rejected’” prophet today? What is the measure of your ‘firmness’ as a prophet? What fails
you? What aspects of life, if spoken about, will bring forth anger and resentment for anyone who dares to speak about them?

Have a Blessed week in the Lord!

CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE
Saturday, February 9" at the 4pm Mass
There will be RENEWAL OF VOWS and
a catered dinner in the hall following Mass.
Please let us know if you plan on attending
so we may have an accurate count for the

caterers. Sign up sheets in the pews; email:
Imarcil419@gmail.com; text 978-502-7993
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- THE REJECTED PROPHET
Daniel J. Harrington January 15, 2007

. Today’s selection from Luke’s Gospel continues the narrative
begun last Sunday. The setting is the synagogue at Nazareth.
Jesus has read passages from the book of Isaiah concerning
the anointed prophet of God and declared that “today” this
passage was being fulfilled in him. The second part of the
narrative continues the theme of prophetic succession raised
" | in the first part, and adds two important elements to Luke’s
¥ programmatic preface to Jesus’ public ministry: prophets
often suffer opposition from their own people (the rejected
prophet), and Jesus stands in the tradition of the prophets
Elijah and Elisha (who ministered to non-Jews also).

According to Luke, Jesus is the prophet of God par excellence. The Holy Spirit dwells in
him and acts through him. Yet the reception given to Jesus by the people of his home area
turns from initial curiosity and mild enthusiasm to hostility and violence. The problem may
well have been the people’s feeling that Jesus was not doing enough healings and other
miracles in Nazareth. They may have wanted to keep Jesus for themselves and benefit more
from his powers.

As the reading from Jeremiah 1 shows, prophets are seldom popular. Prophets tell hard truths
and make people confront unpleasant realities. Prophets do not hire pollsters or commission
focus groups. Their power and authority come from God, not from popular opinion. It is
generally true that real prophets seldom find acceptance among their own. This proverb was
true of Jeremiah in Jerusalem and of Jesus in Nazareth.

Jesus also stands in line with the prophets Elijah and Elisha. Their prophetic ministries
prefigured the prophetic ministry of Jesus in many respects. Those two prophets from the
ninth and eighth centuries B.C. taught through parables and symbolic actions, healed the sick
and restored dead persons to life, and they suffered rejection and persecution for proclaiming
God’s will and judgment. Moreover, as Jesus’ two examples from 1 Kings 17 and 2 Kings 5
show, Elijah and Elisha worked miracles for persons from outside their home areas and even
outside the boundaries of Israel. Their ministry to non-Jews prefigures the spread of the
Gospel outside the land of Israel, which is described by Luke in his Acts of the Apostles.

Paul’s celebration of love in 1 Corinthians 13 is one of the most beautiful and inspiring
passages in the Bible. The original context for Paul’s instruction about love was a young
Christian community divided within itself and bickering about spiritual gifts. In that context
Paul insisted that love is the most important spiritual gift and that all such gifts must be
practiced in love. He also affirmed that genuine love sincerely seeks the good of others and is
something that we give more than something we are entitled to receive. And Paul promises
that when all our achievements and possessions pass away, love will abide in our eternal life
with God as the greatest gift of all.
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