We come upon this text 


knowing a couple things from the previous weeks texts 


and hopefully the sermons backed these ideas up.  

One, 


we have the first fruits of the Holy Spirit as the children of God.  



We will someday be fully redeemed with a resurrected body, 


but for now, 



we have enough to assure that God is at work making all things new.  

Two, 


the Spirit helps in our weaknesses, 



aligning the desires of our hearts 



with God's desires.

Today, 


we add a third piece to the blessings that God gives his children.  

That third piece is, 


“In all things 



God works for the good of those who love him, 



who have been called according to his purpose.”  

This is a magnificent and wonderful promise.  


Every thing you will face today, 


or ever, 



God is working for it to end up beneficial to you.  

To be clear, 


this does not mean what is happening to you is actually good 


or God's desire.  

But God will take the circumstances 


and use them to bring about his glory, 



which is also your good, 



your benefit.  

For until we become full, 


mature heirs of God, 


when Christ returns, 



we are still subject to the effects of sin and death.  

That will change when Christ returns 


and again ascends unchallenged as King of Israel 



and King of the World.  

But for now, 


we will make choices 


and do things 



that would not be in accordance with God's will, 


but God will work those things out eventually for our benefit.

I know this from repetitious personal experience.  


One of the most prominent ones in my memory, 



is when I was cut from our high school soccer team my freshman year.  

Our 8th grade year, 


the same coach who cut me, 


had just won a club state title with me in goal 



and we went to regionals as a team.  

When the tryouts were over, 


as at least the second best goalkeeper, 



I expected to see my name on the list.  

Instead there was only one goalkeeper, 


and it was not me.  

That fall did two things for me, 


it forced me to come and watch the team play their games 



and the antics of the one goal keeper that was kept.  

It also allowed me to play recreational soccer again.  

The second of the two, 


the recreational soccer,  



let me put on a normal jersey and play in the field.  

I fell in love with the game again 


and gained an appreciation for the fitness of my fellow teammates 



as I tried to sprint down the field for 90 minutes.  

The first of the two, 


watching the team play, 



led me to a deeper commitment to my self discipline as a goalkeeper.  


I would come home from the games each night, 



and go to the brick wall behind the house 



and spend two hours diving for my own rebounded shots.  


I went to goalkeeper camp that summer, 



yes they do exist, 


and found myself on the team my sophomore year, 



as a more humble goalie.  

This trial also made winning the state championship my senior year 


more redemptive and meaningful than it would have been otherwise.  

Would I have rather been on the team my freshman year.  


Without a doubt.  

But it worked out well looking back.  


My brother also tried out that freshman year, 



but he was a Senior.  


Having his freshman brother on the team when he was not, 



would not have been good for our relationship.  

I spent the fall enjoying a wonderful coach 


who let us scrimmage most practices, 


rode his bike to practice 



with the saddle bags full of ice cream for the end of each practice.  


Some of the guys I played with were 8th graders, 



who I was able to bond with then, 



so that by my senior year, 




we had the scrimmages and ice cream from four years ago, 





holding us closely together.

While this reflects that God works all of these things out, 


we can not miss the qualifier that is included in this promise.  

God does this for those who love him.  


Why this qualifier?  


Why, for a God who loves unconditionally, 



does God only works things out for the good of those who love him?  




That seems awfully conditional.

The second qualifier sheds some light into the first qualifier.  


God also works for the good of those who have been called 



according to his purpose.  

What is God's purpose?  


To be our God 


and we to be his people.  

As his people, we are to run, 


to be stewards of God's creation in the same way that God would take care of it.  



This means that we would take care of it, 



the way that his Son would.  


We would be conformed to Jesus' likeness.  

Jesus did not do things the way we would do them.  


Which of your Presidential Candidates can you imagine 



to come riding in on their inauguration parade on a donkey?  



A mighty war horse is much easier to imagine.  

How often are we ready to lay down our life and our priorities for others.  


It is a struggle.  

But if we have been called to God's purpose, 


God helps make sure that things work out for his people, 



so that they can do what they are called to do.  

In 9 days, 


I will celebrate my second anniversary with my wonderful wife.  

But four years ago, 


I gave God a deadline of two years to help me find a wife, 



before I might need to seriously reconsider my location again, 




not because of you, 




but because of my singleness.  

God is faithful 


and worked all things for my good.  

Even my silly and painful comments to Lisa four years prior.

As we reach verse 29, 


we run into one of the major hiccups in the reformed tradition.  

Our reading of this word predestined.  


We hear it sometimes as the destiny is already chosen for individuals.  

That is to hear it in its cold logical and theological tone.  


Paul's tone is lyrically expressing the Christian life.  

Predestined means, 


set bounds before.  


Come to a decision beforehand



in a larger corporate sense.  

Our military has predestined who will serve where.  


Not necessarily that Joe Smith, 



age 5 will be in the 53rd battalion on July 25, 2029.  

But from a bigger picture approach.  


They have come to a decision about the height of people in the navy, 


the vision of our pilots, 


and the training they will have to undergo 



before being a member of the armed forces.  

God has come to a decision beforehand, 

predestined, 


that all that will follow him will need to lay down their lives, 



just as the Son did.  


All those who follow God will endure suffering, 



because the Kingdom they are a part of 




stands against the kingdom that they were following.  


Those that are Jesus' brothers and sisters will also be led by the Spirit, 


will have the first fruits of the Spirit, 



because there is no way they can do what they are called to do otherwise.  

These are some of the pieces that have been predestined for the people of God, 



because you can't be a child of God any other way.


This are the requirements to be a child of God

We choose pilots with perfect vision, 


because we don't want glasses to complicate their flying 


or to be a concern.  

We choose navy men under 6'8” to be on submarines, 


because the doors are otherwise to small to work around swiftly.  

There is an important task 


that needs certain pieces in place 



in order to be completed.

To think that we can be children of God 


and act like we are the supreme ruler of the world, 



including over our Father is foolishness.  

To think that we can follow our Father 


and be in control is silly.  

To think we can call our selves Christians 


and not suffer in this world 



means we are not being conformed into the likeness of Jesus, 




God's son.  

There is a process that needs to happen in our lives 


in order to become mature children within God's family.  

It includes being made into the parameters of children of God, 


then being called, 


justified, 


and glorified.  

If God has brought you into the parameters, 


God will continue to do the rest as well.

The requirement that we must meet in order to be children


is to love God.  

We must love God enough to be able to give him our life 


and let him direct it through his Holy Spirit.  

We must love God enough to let go of control 


and let God lead.  

We must love God enough to trust that he really will work for our good.  


That our lives really are glorifying God 



when we let him take control.  

We must trust God that the Son's path, 


had moments of life changing glory, 



like this day he rode in on the cheers of the people, 


and had moments of pure agony, 



as we will explore in the latter half of this week, 




as he prayed in the garden 




and carried his cross to Golgotha.

We know the road Jesus walked.  


We will remember 


and rehearse it during the course of this week.  

As our season of Lent draws to a close 


and we have the basis for next years ashes in our possession, 

we also remember where this process takes us.  


It takes us not only to carry our own cross, 


but it takes us beyond that, 



to experience our own resurrection.  

Not just as an individual, 


but as a body of believers, 


as a church.  

We undergo the suffering, 


because it is going to bring about something great.  

We enjoy the good, 


because it is a fruit of the work God has done.

That is the beauty of following God as his children.  


We are called to love him and follow his purpose.  



God sets out the boundaries in order to be his children, 




to love him.  



He then sends his Spirit to conform us to the likeness of his Son.  



God calls us to this process.  



God justifies us, 




through the work of his Son on the cross.  



And God has glorified us through this work.  

God has done 


and is doing this work in us.  

We are called to love him, 


knowing he will work for the good of his beloved children in all things.

We can be so sure that every detail in our lives


 of love for God 



is worked into something good. 
God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. 


He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him



along the same lines as the life of his Son. 

The Son stands first in the line of the humanity he restored. 


We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. 

After God made that decision of what his children should be like, 


he followed it up by calling people by name.


 After he called them by name, 



he set them on a solid basis with himself. 


And then, 



after getting them established, 




he stayed with them to the end, 



gloriously completing what he had begun.
