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Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Order of Business, / Minutes - rev 11, 06-14-2022 

This meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Township of Franklin, 
Gloucester County NJ was called to order on September 26th, 2023 @ 19:00 and attended 
by the members noted below. This meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the 
Open Public Meetings Law. This meeting was included in a list of meeting notices sent to 
the Courier Post newspaper, filed with the Municipal Clerk at the Township of Franklin, 
County of Gloucester and posted at the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company. 
 
 
1. Members Present 

 X Andrew Bellone Jr. - Chairman 
 X  Samuel Scapellato - Vice Chairman 
 X Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj - Secretary 
 X Joseph Scapellato - Treasurer 
 X Thomas Bellone Sr. – Commissioner 

 
 
Public Present & Others:  
Douglas Perry – Deputy Chief Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company 
 
 
2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting 
A motion to accept minutes as read was made by Thomas Bellone Sr. and seconded by Andrew 
Bellone Jr.  No changes to be made.  
 
 
3. Treasurers Report & Bills against the Commission  
Joseph Scapellato reported: 
Petty cash balance in the amount of $134.00.  
 
The third tax payment was received in the amount of $138,120.50. This payment was processed. 
 
There is a Comcast Business discrepancy of $50.00 on our account. Comcast does not know how 
this discrepancy in our favor was applied to our account.  
 
A motion to pay all bills and to accept the Treasurers report was made by Mykola Myronowskyj 
and seconded by Samuel Scapellato. 
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4. Old Business 
Mykola Myronowskyj reported on the following: 
Filing of documents that he can locate from 2011 and prior. The files that are being archived are 
being organized, then scanned and then filed.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj continues to work on the Forest Grove equipment audit and reported that 
he finally received the equipment inventories for the Deputy Chiefs vehicle.  
 
The MUA’s for the surrounding locals that have not been completed yet will begin as soon as 
possible.  
 
43-52 The transmission fluid sensor shows low transmission fluid and the radiator is failing. The 
technician from MRA found that the problem was a damaged sensor wire. The repair was made. 
The radiator repair PO that was approved was submitted to the vendor. The new radiator was 
ordered and the repair is 6 to 8 weeks out. Andrew Bellone Jr. reminded that the operator of the 
apparatus will need to keep an eye on the temperature of the truck and take the appropriate 
actions to ensure that that it does not overheat.  
 
The Seagrave MCI (Materials Cost Increase) letter that was sent on 08-15-2023 requesting an 
additional $104,499.00 above the contracted price has been reviewed by our legal advisor.  
The virtual meeting with Seagrave to discuss the increase was completed on September 11, 2023. 
During this meeting multiple options were discussed and no resolution was reached. 
 
5. New Business 
Mykola Myronowskyj reported: 
Ed Paul the Boards auditor from Ball Buckley & Seher passed away last month. Ball Buckley & 
Seher notified us that they will completed the 2022 audit, but will not be performing future fire 
district audits.  
 
An application for Nelson Martinez was received. His background check passed. The application 
was approved by the Board and will be sent to the Chief for further processing.  
 
Due to Ball Buckley & Seher no longer performing fire district audits, Mykola Myronowskyj 
reached out to another auditor, Nightlinger, Volpe and Colavita of Williamstown. They work 
with Ball Buckley & Seher and they perform fire district audits and budget work. They are 
taking in new customers and the Board will be engaging their services. Until the Board receives 
the preliminary 2022 audit, we cannot begin to create the 2024 budget.  
 
The Board unanimously agreed by vote that we should engage Nightlinger, Volpe and Colavita 
in these services.  



 
 

Forest Grove Board of Fire Commissioners 
  September 26th, 2023 - Meeting Minutes 

 

Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Order of Business, / Minutes - rev 11, 06-14-2022 

5. New Business continued 
Deputy Chief Perry asked if the Board would consider donating the unused Fire Police car to 
Vern’s place for parts, a local junkyard for parts. The vehicle is unrepairable and is an eyesore in 
the rear of the Fire Company property. Since this vehicle was purchased and maintained using 
tax payer monies, Mykola Myronowskyj advised that he would look into if it was legal to donate 
the vehicle.  
  
After several meetings and discussions regarding the Seagrave Materials Cost Increase (MCI) all 
Board members, our legal advisor and auditor agree that this increase is a breach of contract, it 
has been determined that paying this increase would be in our best interests since there is so 
much time and money already invested in this project. As well as needing to cancel the contracts 
with HGAC and the leasing company. 
 
We contacted Seagrave and requested that the cost breakdown of all increases be sent to us, in 
addition we requested additional warranty terms and other considerations. Seagrave sent the 
Board an amendment to the order terms are on file as well as the cost breakdown. The 
amendment in on file and attached in these minutes.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj advised that 2 motions will need to be made this meeting. 
Mykola Myronowskyj made a motion to accept the Seagrave Amendment to Order Terms as 
written, see attached. Chairman Andrew Bellone Jr. Seconded the motion. All Board members 
voted Aye and the motion was passed unanimously.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj advised that with the first motion being passed, another motion is needed 
to set a special meeting for the voters to approve the cost increase.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj made a motion to set a special meeting at the next regular Commissioners 
meeting on October 24th, 2023 from 18:00 to 21:00 in accordance with applicable laws. 
Chairman Andrew Bellone Jr. Seconded the motion. All Board members voted Aye and the 
motion was passed unanimously. 
 
The special meeting will be held during the October 24th, 2023 regular meeting to obtain voter 
approval. The meeting will be published in 2 newspapers and posted in 5 public locations within 
the district at least 10 days prior to the special meeting.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj made a motion to add the additional cost of $104,499.00 to the 2024 
budget and offset this cost using capitol funds. This motion is made in advance of the voter 
approval needed to utilize these funds. Should the voters deny the additional cost, this motion 
will be nullified. Chairman Andrew Bellone Jr. Seconded the motion. All Board members voted 
Aye and the motion was passed unanimously.  
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Public Comments 
Chief of the Fire Department: Not Present 
 
President of the Fire Department: Not Present  
 
Others: Not Present  
 
 
7. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and seconded by Andrew 
Bellone Jr.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 19:30hours. 
 
 
 

Respecrfully Submitted, 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 
Secretary of the Board 
Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 
Township of Franklin, Gloucester County NJ 
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