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LWAWBO empowers women at annual auction, dinner

BRENDEN MODRE
Frealance Regarter

When Mew Lenox real
estate “agenl Cheryl Colan-
10 pondared going back: 10
schonl o decado:apo; it was
i B300 scholership from i
loca] women's crgAmiation
that mude it o done denl,

=1 think it"s greal, wodrén
lelping other women, sed
just the  whobe <isterbood
behind ' it is. very reward-
g, Golanto said.

The group, the Lincoli-
Way Arcs Women's Buosi-
ness Ohrganization (LWAW-
B, has Tor years awirged
muitipls S50 and 51,000
scholaships: m female
high school gradustes: from
Lincoln-Way - Diswrict- 210,
Prowidence | Catholic:. High
School and to adalt women
remrming o sehool 1o ¢on
timue their education.

The LWAWBG  held
their annunl holidiy  sec
tion Dec. 7, continding a
decades-long effort to sup-
part: & scholarship. fund for
Lincoln-Way ansi womesn.

As the  major Fanding
sonce of these scholarships,
the success of the auction s
crucial 10 determiming (ST
mieny will e awarded. Last
yeas, the' group reised 8 re-
copd £15,000, resulting in
16 women neceiving schod:
arships. Appiicens must be
froan the Lincoln-Way srea,
e incthe top helf of their
graduating class and have
n ecord of service in the
coxmreniey,

The group appeared - on
track to do well as more
than 250 women, & =loul,
p:u;;kzn:l the Mew Lends Hay-
ry E. Anderson VEW Post
Q545 to show their suppor,

kg you see, thi= pl:u:\c
15 poing 1o sell ool, we're
packing the entire room.”
said organization president
Michelle Keclin. “Women
love 1o gel together and
have a night away or just
have a night like this where

Jitl Amas (Inft), Stacy Miber (middie) and Lynare Taylor, of
Naw Lendx, check oul the auciion tbems.

they ‘gan rive bock 1o the
aommunity and also hang
ol withy some fricnds.”
Founded. in 1971, the
LWAWRD lists its main
poals | ax o supporting  the
interests  and  networking
of -businesswomen in - the
wiorkplace; extending op-
portunities o local bosiness
women throwgl edacation,
and | belping Brea  women
contimae their education,

4 Totof -girls really
dida't ger mueh in schol-
arships,”  said  longtime

LWAWRO  member  Char-
lene Carpenter. W needed
1 have more. of o focus oo
women begiiss, sxcuse me,
the: mien have mlways had
soime sont-of seholarship. 5o
thiz helps.™

With the group formed 1o
support local businesswom-
en, this only made senss,
pocording to Colpnto, whao
is mow the seholarsldp com-
mittes chair

YIn- the 19708, women
weren't really in bosiness,
Ao in the community. there
was o small group of buasi-
nesswoman and they want-
ed & club o get together and
network. share their idess
and their swories and sruff
like that " Colanto smid. 5o
then, it kind of morphed
intey, “now what can we do?
And it was decided that they

wanbed 1w help’ girls and
alder Indfies to kimd of gat
E0ing om their sereers.!

Same members, liks Sue
Waolf, ‘have been with the
orpanization from  the very
beginming.

Wilf, a teacher in Lin-
colp-Wiy Community High
Sehonl District 240 for three
decades, was able 1o see the
firs1 hanet how scholarship
recipbents  benefited  from
the organizition

W just wanied to be a
little business organizaion
of women 1o da good in the
world,” Welf said,

Cme e other end af the
spoctrum is Stncy Miller,
who joined lasi year e
her dignghtes, now attending
Aupustana Colloge m Rock
Isinod, received n LMWAW.
BOF sehalarship in 2003,

“1 think s 8 wonderful
organization,  Beciuse she
got the scholarship, | then
since joaned,” Miller said.
"1 wak not 8 member when
she won 8 scholarship, buat
1t"s %0 grent that that’s why
['m here, 1'm wrying to get

money for the neat sat of

girls that are praduating™
Items ap for auction ook
& decidedly holiday thems
with ttams amed gift baskets
domated by members  and
local businesges aking up
i whale comer of the room.

Linca Biancon (left) and Jenniler Masrtin, both of Hew Lanox, ook at some of the auvetion

Ibeeris avaliabie Dec, 7 ai the LWAWBA's annual holiday suction and dinner in New Lenox.
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Whale it is ned yee kpown
huyes mikch the group raised,
Kerfin said the turneat and
cothusiasm were encOUrag-
ing, thougly not inexpected.

“I think that's how [we)

Jeni Ceark (left], of Homer Glen, ang Maureen Broderick, of New Lenox, regleter for tha

started from day (e, bow
can o group of women et
topether and  give back o
the community’™ Kerfn
said. And h's powerful.”
Thase intercsted In apply-

ing for the scholarship, can
find ‘the application on' the
LWAWBD wehaile at waw,
lwabwoorg. 2007 recipl-
ootz will e ammoumeed in
Jume,



