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The President’s………...Pipings…………...Bob Pasco

INSIDE THIS ISSUE :
President Bob Pipes about
the need for warmness.
A Thank-you letter from
NOLS for our donation.
The minuet by minuet
minuets of the Febuary
Meeting
V.P. Cindy Buzzing about
a Honey Bee Calendar

Well, Beekeepers. We are almost through with February and if
bees could they too would be complaining about the recent deluge
we have put up with. You get a couple of days of sun and you get
your hopes up and then February returns with a fury and your
dreams of an early spring are crushed like a drone laying Queen.
O well March is almost here and March will improve...won't it? I
think it has to, I'm sick of winter as I'm sure you are. March will
bring some Cedar and Alder pollen, A little protein after all that
sugar patty carbs over the winter. A better diet and some nicer
weather thats all I…….. I mean the bees need.

Well, Beekeepers, be sure your dues are paid so you stay on the
mailing list and can keep getting these words of wisdom from me.
Decide how many packages you might need, Go to Costco and stock
up on sugar, hope for a early and warm spring and I'll see you at
the meeting.

A map to put your bees on
by Tony...See where we are
all at.
Hanging from 100’ rope
ladders to harvest honey
Mead making by Ed.
The pointy end of the Bee
Chef BeeBread is baking
up a Honey of a storm.
Check out the Garage Sale
See the what’s happening
Calendar
Trivia that goes way back
& wayyy out
PLUS More…...

—Bob
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A letter from NOLS in thanks for our donation for subscriptions to Bee Culture magazine
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Secretary’s…........... Waggle Dance Communications…......
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers’ Association (NOPBA)
Meeting Minutes February 9, 2014

The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers met at the Port Angeles Public Library. President
Bob Pasco called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.
There were 26 members and 4 guests in attendance: President- Bob Pasco, Vice PresidentCindy Ericksen, Secretary- Jev Unick, Treasurer-Walt Wielbicki, Education Coordinator/
Beekeeper Trustee-Mark Urnes, Librarians-Richard and Marilyn Parks, Suzanne Greenleaf,
Jerry Dow, Linda Dow, Meg Depew, Philipp Fries, Amelia Pohl, Elisabeth Hegyi, Steve Reinhart, Toni Pringle, Justin Brown, Darrell MacIntyre, Dan Harvey, Mike Radford, Winona
Giersch, Ed Giersch, Wendy Yada, Sue Nattinger, Coleman Byrnes and Tony Goldenberg.
Guests: Mike Franklin, Loretta Commet, Robert Pringle, Peggy Goette.
Minutes from the January meeting were approved.
Treasurer’s report: Previous balance: $3,066.45 Deposits: $190.00 in dues. Expenses:
$153.00 for Library subscription to Bee Culture and $10.32 for sheet protectors. Current Balance: $3,093.13.
Beekeeper/Education Trustee report: Mark Urnes reports three active hives. Bees are
flying on nice days. Fourth hive has no activity. This hive has lots of honey in it. Mark has
begun a feeding station outside of the hives. The bees are coming to it.
Mark Urnes is teaching on-going class on Beginning Beekeeping. Classes began this week and
meets at 12-1:00P.M., on the second Sunday of each month at the Port Angeles Library. The
class is going through the Washington State Beekeeper’s Handbook. Next month Mark will
discuss equipment along with the continuing education.
Mark is giving a community education class at Sunny Farms Store March 1, 2014 in the agriculture building. Mark and Walt Wielbicki will give a class at Wild Birds Unlimited in Gardiner on March 15th, 2014. Corwin Bell will be coming to the Peninsula to do a class on Top Bar
(Kenyan style) hives in April. Date unknown at this time.
Library Report: Marilyn and Richard report all books overdue have been returned. One new
book added to the library on Mead Making. Bob Pasco has two books to be added to the library. Walt Wielbicki suggested the library list be added to the newsletter.
Ad Hoc Trustee Report: No ad hoc report this month.
Old Business:
Club business cards will be made by Walt. They will include the P.O. Box and web site
addresses, monthly meeting time and location.
Brochure ideas will be tabled until next meeting.
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New Business:

Mike Radford is taking orders for bee packages through, Northwest Bee Supply. Bees
come from McMinnville, Oregon. The three pound package is $85.00 and the 4 pound
package is $95.00. Mike said the demand for backyard beekeepers is up this year.
Mike is using new packages and cans this year.
Dan Harvey will focus solely on queens this year. Expectation is July –September for
queens. He will have three varieties at $45.00 per queen. Dan reports the new Nosema looks different. He is selecting for resistance.
Dan Harvey suggests hive registration in hopes the DNR can contact beekeepers regarding sprays in the area.

Call for additional announcements by Bob Pasco, President. No additional announcements.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Cindy Ericksen. Motion seconded by Ed
Giersch. Meeting adjourned at 1:52 P.M.
After the meeting Dan Harvey showed slides of Nosema Ceranae. Record keeping was discussed.
Next NOPBA meeting is March 9, 2014, at 1:00 PM following the Beginning Beekeeper’s
Class at the Port Angeles Library.
.

Respectfully submitted,
Jev Unick, NOPBA Secretary

A message from Tony on maping our hives
https://mapsengine.google.com/map/edit?hl=en&mid=zHdw2dgcaVdo.kaCMbb96ShP4
Hello, I started the above map to encourage folks to put a mark where they have bees and apiaries. You can put as
much or as little information as you please. I figure it will be both fun and helpful to know where the honeybees are
located. I hope you choose to participate. I will be sending this to about 20 others so feel free to pass it around to anyone who might appreciate the idea.
Thank-you,
—Tony Goldenberg

Corwin Bell of BackyardHive.com in Colorado will be giving two Top Bar Hive classes on Natural beekeeping At Nash’s Farm Store, 4681 Sequim-Dungeness Way Sequim WA. On Saturday, April 5
(Beginner) & Sunday, April 6 (Intermediate) 10am to 2pm. Preregistration is required. Visit :
www.backyardhive.com for registration and details.

Top Bar Hive and Top
Bar with bees
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The Vice President…………Buzzings…….Cindy

Honeybee Calendar
Eventually, as spring unfolds, our yards and gardens should be buzzing with pollinators, and
because they gravitate to many of the same nectar sources, you will likely spot more butterflies
and hummingbirds too. Attracting all of them is one thing –keeping them from flying away is
another. As someone with literally thousands of “mouths” to feed, I realized several years ago
I’d better have something in bloom through each season. So I located an extra calendar that was
not in use and started marking the days and weeks when different flowering bulbs and perennials were blooming in my landscape and the neighborhood beyond. I called it my honeybee calendar, and kept it up to date during the spring, summer and fall months. The calendar helped me
to spot gaps in the landscape. Late spring and summer brought a bounty of riches, though very
early spring, late fall and early winter left a lot to be desired.
To fill out my bloom time calendar, I planted flowering bulbs like snowdrops, crocus, bluebells,
lily of the valley and alliums, and I sprang for and started seeds for flowering annuals –both little luxuries I could not afford for myself. Ah, but it’s for the bees, so that justifies the expense!
I’m also justified in leaving small patches of weeds growing, since honeybees and other pollinating insects do not distinguish between Queen Anne’s Lace gone wild and my carefully cultivated
white yarrow. Both of those plants have large flower heads with a multitude of much smaller
flowers –something honeybees and other pollinators really love.
If you choose to start your own honeybee calendar, you will likely be able to identify certain
times in your landscape/neighborhood when there is not much in flower. It doesn’t take a greenthumb to fill in gaps you notice. There are many easy to grow plants that you can introduce to
expand your bloom period, and here are just a few to get you thinking this spring:
Flowering bulbs like snowdrops, hyacinths, crocuses are the best for early and midspring flowers, and for a natural look, scatter a few handfuls of these and plant them wherever they land.
You might also try, alliums, bluebells, and lily of the valley, and so you don’t have to spend time
weeding you can intersperse a ground cover like blue star creeper between your bulbs. Just
sayin’. The spring equinox is only 19 days away!
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Master honey hunters Gurung tribesmen of Nepal

The Gurung tribesmen of Nepal are master honey hunters, risking their lives collecting honeycomb in the foothills of the Himalayas, using nothing more than handmade rope ladders and long
sticks known as tangos. Most of the honey bees' nests are located on steep inaccessible, southwest facing cliffs to avoid predators and for increased exposure to direct sunlight.

Picture and link to many more pictures of these Nepal Honey Hunters submitted by :
Dave Taylor
http://www.theguardian.com/travel/gallery/2014/feb/27/honey-hunters-nepal-in-pictures

Apis dorsata laboriosaApis dorsata laboriosa, the Himalayan honey bee, is the
world’s largest honey bee; single adults
can measure up to 3.0 cm in length.
Wikipedia
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Mead Bees

Making Mead with …. ED.

I am at present out of mead makers and gallon jugs The folks who responded to the initial “ classes” have now entered the hardest phase of making mead – the wait. It takes six months to a year
for most meads to be ready to bottle and another year is recommended before drinking. It’s frustrating but the final result can be well worth the wait. I am available to anyone in the club who wishes to start a batch and get the clock moving. We found it works best with one or two people at a
time for one or two sessions as we we share the stove as well as other gear. After that you can
set your own schedule. I hope to see my original “pupils” as they get tired of waiting and get the
itch to start another experiment. new faces are always welcome. my home phone is on the roster. If I’m not at home, they should leave a message on the machine and I’ll get back to them.
—Ed Giersch

RED MEAD OR METHEGLIN WINE:

Take of cold soft water, 17 gallons, red currants, 6 quarts, black currants, 2 quarts. Ferment. mix, honey, 25 pounds, beet root, sliced,1
pound, red tarter, in fine powder, 4 0z. Add cinnamon, in powder, 2 oz,
brandy, 1 gallon. This will make 18 gallons.
Mackenzie’s 5000 Receipts, 1829
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Mark’s……..Education……………………..Orentation Flight

The Pointy End of The Bee
Anyone who has talked to the public about keeping honeybees knows the question is coming, “How many times
have you been stung?” And almost to a person, we can answer “A couple of times a year”. Younger audiences take it
a step further and recount the times they have been stung and you nod your head and agree that it’s unpleasant.
But what’s the story on the whole
stinging business.
The first thing to know is that bees
(unless they are squeezed or stepped
they feel the hive is threatened. If
threat (me, my dog, etc.) How much
hive and, even in the same hive, can
always a good idea to approach with

will not generally sting when away from the hive
upon). The process of stinging usually takes place if
that’s the case, they will actively seek out and sting the
provocation is needed to get stung varies from hive to
vary from one day to the next. As a beekeeper, I find it’s
caution.

The stinger is a modified ovipositor
(egg layer) and is found not only in honeybees but also
in wasps, hornets and bumblebees.
There are three parts to the stinger, a stylus with venom sacs and two barbed slides, or
lancets, laying on either side. The worker honeybee is
the only one of the stinging insects that have a barbed stinger. The queen does not have a barbed stinger.
Interestingly, the stinger is not ripped from the bee’s body if another bee or insect is stung. The barbs will not grip
in the hard exoskeleton but only in soft fleshy tissue. This allows the honeybee to sting other insects repeatedly.
When the bee stings, the lancets alternately slide back and forth, moving deeper into the tissue and drawing the
stylus in with them. This prevent the sting from being withdrawn before the venom is released. The stinger is
ripped from the bee’s body and in the process the bee suffers fatal injuries.
Honeybee venom, like most animal venoms, is a mixture of chemicals. Mellitin is the chemical that is responsible
for pain and histamine causes swelling and itching. Additionally, the act of stinging also releases alarm pheromone
that attracts and aggravates more honeybees that will home in on the pheromone and also sting the threat.
The chemical makeup of honeybee venom is different from wasp or bumblebee venom and each can give a different
reaction in the same person. About 1 in 200 people are allergic to insect venom and between 90-100 people die in
the US every year from stings. There are types of reaction that can take place. The normal reaction lasts hours
and the site is painful Commonly there will be itching and swelling.
A large local reaction lasts for days and in generally more painful and finally a severe allergic reaction can take
place in a matter of minutes and involves the whole body. Symptoms can include dizziness, a drop in blood pressure and difficulty in breathing. This can ultimately cause death if untreated. Medical attention is needed immediately.
So what should you do if you do get stung? First of all, get away from the hive if possible, pheromones released by
sting can attract other angry bees leading to more stings. As quickly as possible, remove the stinger by scraping if
out with your finger nail or with tweezers. Taking an anti-histamine and applying ice will decrease the swelling.
Other treatments like meat tenderizer, baking soda, ammonia also are claimed to help.
The bottom line is that stings come with the hobby. Personally I have much less reaction than I did when I began
but it’s still unpleasant. I always wear my protective gear if I’m going to take a hive apart and, if the weather is
gray, sometimes even if I’m just taking a look. If you take precautions, move slowly and deliberately, and wait until
the sun is shining before opening the hive, you will keep the stings to a minimum.
—-Mark
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The Dr. Bee
Forwarded by Mike Radford

Bee Products Have a Special Meaning for Dogs
Honey and herbs
Lilly is in the
clover

Honey and herbs
Most dogs enjoy the taste of honey, which simplifies the administration of fresh or dried medicinal herbs. “Canine Allergies and Your Dog’s Health” (May 2007) described how
the herb cleavers (Galium aparine) helped cured a dog’s allergy-related sores on its legs. Several readers who began
feeding their dogs cleavers tea reported that the strategy
worked for them as well. Brewing tea is one way to add cleavers to your dog’s diet, but another
is to make an herbal honey.
Start by coarsely chopping enough fresh lemon balm (see “It’s the Balm!,” April 2007), thyme,
sage, oregano, lavender, basil, or other herbs to loosely fill a glass jar. Alternatively, fill the jar
half full with loosely packed dried herbs. Fill the jar with honey, covering the herbs. If the honey is too thick to pour easily, warm it by placing the honey jar in hot water or heat the honey
gently in a saucepan or double boiler just until it is liquid.

Seal the jar of herbs and honey and leave it in a warm location, such as a sunny window, for at
least two weeks. For a double-strength herbal honey, wait a month or more, then fill another
glass jar with herbs, pour the contents of the first jar into the second jar, and let the honey
stand another month. If you’re in a hurry, heat the honey until it’s almost boiling and the pour
it over the herbs. The honey won’t be raw any more, but it will still contain significant healing
properties, and it can be strained and used the same day.
Before using herbal honey, filter it through cheesecloth or a strainer to remove plant material
and store it at room temperature or in the refrigerator. Add the medicated honey to your dog’s
food. In addition, keep a small jar of honey (herbal or plain) in your first-aid kit or backpack for
use in emergencies.
Honey infused with the herbs mentioned above is an effective dressing for cuts, surgical
wounds, burns, lick granulomas, abrasions, hot spots, and infected wounds. It can be given orally to prevent infection from viruses or bacteria, soothe a sore throat, help an anxious dog relax,
improve sleep, and speed recovery from illness. Added to food, herbal honey helps reduce gas
and other symptoms of indigestion.
Editors note* to read this in its entirety go to: http://www.whole-dog-journal.com/
I have used honey just in the past few days on a 13 yr. old dog that licked her leg raw. I applied
the honey topically and in a week it healed up quite well. I will now give it to her in her food as
this is a common problem with her and could be allergies.
—Walt
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From The Hive By Chef Beebread
A Nash’s Farm Store Recipe

Rye Honey Cake
1 cup rye flour
1

cup all-purpose flour

1/3 cup granulated sugar
2 tsp baking soda
1 tsp orange zest
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp anise seeds, crushed (optional)
1/2 tsp salt
1/4 tsp grated nutmeg
2/3 cup honey
2 eggs lightly beaten
1/4 cup light vegetable oil
1/4 cup water
1/8 tsp ground cloves
Preheat oven to 350F. Lightly grease and 8-inch by 8-inch baking pan and set aside.
Stir together the dry ingredients, and then add the honey, eggs, oil, and water. Mix the batter until the ingredients are incorporated, but not over mixed, about 2 minutes. Pour the honey batter into the prepared pan and bake for 30 minutes, until the
cake tests done 1/2 inch from the center.
Cool the honey cake for 10 minutes in the pan and then transfer to a wire rack to cool completely.

Beekeeping Triva
You keep trivializing
me.
I get no respect !

The very first bees were during the Jurassic period along with the Dinosaurs, each Beeosaurs
weighed nearly one hundred pounds. One comb produced thousands of pounds of honey.

Yep !
—Walt
MMXIV, ISSUE 3
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Bee Stuff — Swap! / Looking For! / For Sale! / Free stuff! / ?
Send in the info on your stuff you want to get … or get rid of
Include your email or two cans on a string number send it in to the editor

Northwestbeesupply.com
“Complete Bee"
Food Supplement is HERE!!!
Compete Bee is a 100% Blend of the most advanced (All ORGANIC CERTIFIED INGREDIANTS) honey bee food supplement
in the Bee Keeping Industry. Everyone knows our greatest obstacle in Bee Keeping is nutrition and lack of forage. "Complete
Bee", a full strength blend of Optima, Nozevit, and Bee Cleans, Complete Bee is packed with nutrients, absent from the Honey
Bees diet in todays enviroment.
Complete Bee is made with Certified Organic ingredients, vitamins, essential oils and much more. This product is being sold
in 30 Countries. Reports indicate more "vitality"
Complete Bee is a must for New Package Bees, Colony build up in the Spring, supplemental feeding in Summer Dearth,
and Fall feeding. Mix Complete Bee in pollen patties for an extra boost and to help the bees up take nutrients getting the bees
fattened up before winter. A FAT BEE is a Happy Bee!!! See our Store to order with your package bees and order
Complete Bee at the same time. Be ready to go this Spring. Use Complete Bee as per label when feeding your bees.

I mixed it in my pollen patties this year and when I put it on the bees literally jumped to the pollen pattie and started eating.
Complete bee it's a must for package bees. One 100ml bottle will make 2 1/2 gallons of 1:1 syrup. It's $15.00. Get some for
spring, and a bottle for dearth and a couple for fall feeding of 2:1. It's now sold in 30 countries and reports in Europe, Australia, New Zealand, South America is "Complete" gives bees Vitality.
—Mike Radford
Northwest Bee Supplies
Toll Free : (855) 796-8544

Generator an oldie but goodie HOMELITE 120V. 11.3 Amps, 1350 watts
Make an offer !!!! Walt— waltw@q.com 360-681-5494
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What is Happening Calendar

March 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

NOPBA

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Corwin Bell of

Backyardhive. Com Will be at Nash’s farm

Board Mtg

9

NOPBA

Meeting P.A.
Library

April 5th, 6th Beginner class & Intermediate
Backyardhive.com

Sign-up at:

Preregistration is re quired

In warm areas the colony will be starting on a new cycle of life. The steadily increasing
brood and newly hatched bees will consume pollen. The colony consumes far more food in
March than in the cold of December. In the warmth of the midday you can often see the
young bees making their first tentative movements outside.
The bees must have access to water close to the hive. Even in the cold and damp they will
venture outside to fetch water for the brood. If the source of water is too far, they can freeze
to death.
MMXIV, ISSUE 3
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Place a source of water near to the hives. The bees must always be able to find water at the watering place. To help them find it initially, mix the water with a little honey.
Without disturbing the bees, check through their rubbish. The debris on the floor of the hive
can tell you a lot about the condition of the colony: how much food they have consumed, how
many have died in the winter.
Do not inspect the colonies without good reason. If there is a window in the rear of the hive and
it has misted over, the colony will be breeding and will not want to be disturbed. All they need
in this case is warmth, honey, pollen and water.

At the Hive Entrance…... by H. Storch
OBSERVATION HANDBOOK
All year round it is through this little opening that the life of a colony pulses. Here it breathes and rejects all that it will not tolerate
in its domain. Here it transmits its meaningful message for the person who can understand it. Here the colony's behaviour informs
the beekeeper of its problems and state of health, and lets him know whether it needs his help.
A keeper who can tell the condition of his bees by observing the hive entrance does not need to open his hives and disturb the bees'
sanctuary, the brood nest. This never produces good results.

OBSERVATION:

In the morning one observes a large amount of condensation at the hive entrance or in front of
the hive.
EXPLANATION:

These colonies are already nursing large areas of brood. The amount of water found condensed
at the hive entrance in the morning serves as a barometer at the
hive entrance. for the egg-laying and the yield of the colonies.
OBSERVATION:

For several days, colonies bring in willow pollen.
EXPLANATION:

During these days large pollen reserves are built up and the queen can continue to lay eggs even
if bad weather were to last a long time. High consumption of winter reserves. The sooner spring
pollen is brought in, the faster the colony will develop and the greater the certainty of its development. Of all the early-pollen producing trees (hazelnut, elm, maple, etc ... ) the willow is the
most productive.
No artificial pollen can replace natural pollen.
MMXIV, ISSUE 3
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OBSERVATION:

In an apiary with several Carnican colonies one of the colonies has an unusually large number of
Italian bees. Even during the unsettled days of March the bees from this hive fly continuously,
whereas at the same time no activity takes place at the other hive entrances.
EXPLANATION:

One must conclude that the colony is in the following critical situation: it has started to nurse
large areas of brood too early, probably from January onwards. Such populations unaccustomed
to our climate have no pollen in their frames, having consumed it during the autumn months
when pollen was scarce. As for the stores of fats and albumen the bees had stocked up in their tiny bodies, these have already been used for the present brood, for nature provided nothing at that
time in the season. Larvae, which should normally float in the feeding jelly can not be fed as they
should and develop into bees with stunted wings and legs. Concerned for their larvae, the bees
flyaway to search for what is lacking but due to the cold many die on their journey. A large proportion of the bees which flyaway never return. It is in this way, that colonies which have an early brood tire themselves out to the point where they put their subsistance at risk. If they survive
this obstacle they only reinforce themselves during the main honey-flow and this is why their
harvest is always poor.
How can such populations be helped in March? By feeding them in the hive and by providing a
well conserved frame containing honey and a lot of pollen.

Walt’s Bee Stores ……………………..From the Office of the Treasury
In Febuary our annual membership dues in the Washington State Beekeepers Association (WSBA) were paid. We pay $1
per member for a grand total of $34.00
WSBA maintains a research and Scholarship fund in the memory of three distinguished Washington beekeepers: Roy Thurber,
Carl Van Wechel and Alvina Timmons. This fund is supported by generous endowments from each of their families and from
annual proceeds from our benefit auction and by contributions from our members and the public. WSBA awards annual scholarships and research grants to worthy students and researchers who are advancing the knowledge of apiary science. A donation
was made in the amount of $50.00 from NOPBA.
If you wish to make a donation go to: www.wasba.org
Also in February our club apiary registration was renewed for our 4 hives at WA State Department of Agriculture (WSDA)
for a total of $5.00 Registration fees assessed are based on the number of colonies we (NOPBA) will operate in Washington in
the current year. Fees are due by April 1st.
We now have a total of $3,071.19 in our treasury.

—Walt
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Conversations
Mike: (Mike Radford of Northwest Bee Supply)
In our last email exchange your recommending a mite check on new packages sounds interesting.
Can you expand on that a bit? .
Walter Wielbicki
Walt,
Understanding mites is vital to bee keeping. Mites reproduce in larva an ride on old bees.
If you get a package there will be a certain amount of mites in that package. Some more some
less. In California they shake ALL the bees from a Bee box, old an young. We at Northwest Bee
Supply (NWB) shake nurse bees. Old bees have loads of mites. Nurse bees don't have as many.
By the numbers If you shake a box of bees that will reduce the mite load of the colony by half.
When you shake a box of bees an only get nurse bees it's even better.
When you check your package an have a mite load of over 2% per 100 bees, it's a death sentence
for your bees if you don't treat. Lower than that percentage an you certainly can treat to reduce
it down to zero percent.
What do you treat with? Oxalic acid is a mild organic treatment not registered in the
USA. Everywhere else it is. Every country in the world uses it. We have the FDA. They, other
countries eat honey, they don't want ANY none organic treatments in their food. We have the
FDA. I don't know what they are up to. But soon olaxic acid will be ok. It's in all the hardware
stores now.
But that's politics. Any way treat with something. We can't say what to treat with but the acid
works. Formulas all over the Internet. Randy Oliver has the formulas in his studies.
WSU has an exemption to treat. Because they are doing research on oxalic acid.
Mike Radford
Northwest Bee Supply
Northwestbeesupply.com
855-796-8544

*Editors note:

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Oxalic acid is an organic compound with the formula H2C2O4. It is a colorless
crystalline solid that dissolves in water to give colorless solutions. It is classified as a dicarboxylic acid. In terms of acid strength, it is much stronger than
acetic acid. Oxalic acid is a reducing agent and its conjugate base, known as
oxalate (C2O42−), is a chelating agent for metal cations. Typically, oxalic acid
occurs as the dihydrate with the formula H2C2O4·2H2O. Oral consumption of
oxalic acid in excess or prolonged skin contact can be dangerous.
Niche uses:
Vaporized oxalic acid, or a 3.2% solution of oxalic acid in sugar syrup, is used by
some beekeepers as a miticide against the parasitic varroa mite.
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
MMXIV, ISSUE 3
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WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common
interest and general welfare of
beekeeping, to protect honey
bees, to encourage good bee
management practices, and to
encourage good public relations
between beekeepers and the
public.

Our meetings are currently held on the
second Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
A WSBA class for certification starts one
hour before the business meeting. We
meet indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
January _12, 2014

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2014 – 2015
President

Bob Pasco

pasco@olypen.com

Vice President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Secretary

Jev Unick

jevrene@q.com

Treasure

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian
Newsletter

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA
PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org
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