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The Story of Dunvant
It seems a bit odd to start the story of the Dunvant area with a photograph looking
away from the area, but in order to appreciate the formation of the geography of the area
we must look northward from the Graig, above the brickworks pond, towards Gowerton and
beyond.
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The shape of the land is very much like a saucer and here we are standing on the rim of
that saucer formed by the hills that circle the central area, part of the rim being the hill near
Ammanford, way to the north in the far distance. At the end of the last ice age this area filled
with melt water and a very large lake built up. The pressure of the water became so intense
that somewhere along the rim it was to break and the water would drive a gap through the
rim. This is what we believed happened at Dunvant, and so was formed the Dunvant Gap.

Looking northward the hill on the right of the picture is the overgrown Graig y Bwldan and
the hill to the left is Brynaeron. In between these two hills is the Dunvant gap.
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There is also another small valley that runs eastward from the Killan farm area
splitting Byrneiron from Killan Road and holds the stream, or brook, which has given its
name to the area, Dunvant. In past documentation it has been spelt in a variety of ways:
Dovenant, Dyvnant, Dyfnant,Dynvant, and Dyffnant. There is no doubt that the oldest form
of the name is Dyfnant, a Welsh word made up from two elements: the adjective dwfn
meaning deep and the noun nant which originally meant ‘ a valley’ but is nowadays used for
‘a stream’ or ‘a brook’. However since 1717, when it was written in the Court Rolls of Gower
Anglicana the spelling Dunvant has been in regular use.
As for the boundary of Dunvant the green belt of fields between Gowerton and Three
Crosses to the north and west of the village present no difficulty at all. It is to the east and
south where we have to set out the boundary streets. Prior to the extensive building that
took place in the 1960’s the stream that flows at the bottom of Dunvant Park, to go under
the road and pass by the Scout Hut was deemed to be the boundary between Dunvant and
Killay. This was simplified as the ‘Bottom Park Gates’. Later the Post Office began to
recognise the middle Park Gates as the dividing line between the two villages, that is half
way along Goetre Fawr Road. In the 1980’s when we had the formation of the Community
Councils the Local Council established the following boundary line: starting with the west
pavement on Hendrefoilan Hill to Dunvant Road, along this road to the corner with Goetre
Fawr Road and then southward to the middle Park Gates, crossing the road go to Y Berllan
and follow that road to meet Broadmead, down the hill to the Ash Grove turning, cross over
into Goetre Bellaf Road, following that road to its end overlooking the Cycle path. All that is
encompassed within that area is the east part of Dunvant today. Dunvant Park was deemed
to be within the Dunvant area for administration purposes.
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The village of Dunvant became established in the 1860’s. Prior to that it was mainly
wood, rough ground and some agricultural land. A number of farms, less than 10, were
active within the area. The village, then, is not all that old as a community compared with
settlements around and about. Three Crosses to the north west and Upper Killay to the
south south west go back a very long way into time, with Dunvant's nearest community, that
of Killay to the south and east, was establishing itself in the early 1800's.

However evidence has been found which indicates that some human activity took
place in the area many centuries before the establishment of Dunvant Village.

The Story of Dunvant.

Prehistory

Research has shown that at the time of the last ice age and after in Gower, Stone
Age man lived in small families in caves dotted around what is now the coastline, but was
then the inland border of a wide coastal plain. From time to time artefacts belonging to early
man have been found. One such artefact, of a time later than Stone Age man, was found in
Dunvant.
A flint arrowhead, about five centimetres long and dark brown, with a touch of purple,
was discovered by the Reverend Islwyn Davies in the hedgerow of the one-time manse
belonging to Ebenezer Chapel on Dunvant Hill He passed it to the National Museum, where
Dr.H.N.Savory, noting” the trapezoid outline, together with the secondary working on three
sides of the upper surface”, confirmed that it had been worked by man and dated it as
belonging to the Early Bronze Age (circa 1,800 - 1,400 B.C.). It was described as being
contemporaneous with the invasion of Britain by the Beaker Folk, but more recent theory
has discounted such an invasion. The arrowhead could have arrived in the district in any
number of ways, but it is attractive to think that at one time, in the early history of man, he
moved through and, perhaps, lived in Dunvant for a short while.
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From Romans to Victorians
Richard Rees, a schoolmaster of Three Crosses, at the beginning of the last century,
while researching the history of Killan Fawr Farm, noted that one field was named Cae Sarn
Cerrig, which could be roughly translated as the field by the Paved Road. The field might
possibly have been part of a Roman Road joining the Roman fort at Loughor with that of the
Roman Villa at Oystermouth where it is believed that, at one time, the commander of the
Loughor fort lived. If Roman roads were built in straight lines, as we have been led to
believe, then the upper part of Dunvant village on the road to Three Crosses lies roughly on
that line between Oystermouth and Loughor. However we are building too much, perhaps,
into a word for it has been pointed out by Melville Richards that the word ‘ sarn’ is by no
means a definitive indicator of a Roman roadway, but more a term applied to roads having
solid, paved or cobbled surfaces
Another reference to that era can possibly be discerned in the hill named Graig-yBwldan; this is perpetuated in one of the road names in the present day Derlwyn estate. It
has been suggested that the name means ‘Hill of the Ball of Fire’ and refers to the ancient
Celtic festival called Beltane. At such a festival the participants would drink, carouse and
dance around the fire worshipping their gods for the successful passing of the winter and
the promise of spring. It is an engaging suggestion, but there is a more likely reason for its
name. From 1625 – 1628 the people of Swansea paid one shilling to four shillings and ten
pence for thatching a beacon on top of the Graig i.e. to keep the beacon dry. Could it have
been part of that chain of warning beacons set up across South Wales, akin to that along
the south coast of England, perpetuated in history through the story of the Spanish
Armada? I am attracted by this explanation for Graig-y Bwldan. However Gwynedd O.
Pierce, in his ‘Place-names in Glamorgan ’ (2002), p.50 discounts the ‘beacon’ derivation
and says it’s from Nicholas Balden, mentioned in a Gower will of 1553. He doesn’t say,
however, what connection Balden had with the hill, nor does he explain the oddity of a
surname following the Welsh definitive article 'y'.
Killan, listed as “Killylan” (the church cell), a hamlet of Llanrhidian parish, in Lluyd’s
Parochialia, possibly provides a further link with antiquity. Richard Rees also drew attention
to Kilylan being mentioned in the Book of Llan Dav of 1130. He maintained that one,
Cynfyn, son of Gwrgan, “ sacrificed to God and …… to all the Bishops of Llandaff for ever,
Lann Culan (elsewhere rendered ‘Cula –Lan)” together with about 27 acres of ground and “
with its Refuge for those who at present or in future may remain there”. Historically this gift
can be placed between the arrival of Christianity, 500AD approximately, and the arrival of
the Normans shortly after 1066AD. Whether a Celtic church stood somewhere in the Killan
area has not be established, but it is interesting to note that the late David Thomas, a one
time owner of Killan Farm, maintained that his father, around the turn of the 19 th/20th
century, pointed out some ruins to him in one of the farm fields and stated that a church
once stood there.
When the Normans arrived in the area they gave the 27 acres to the monks at the
priory of Llangenydd, west Gower and since that time the area has been known as Prior’s
Wood or Prior’s Meadow. This was marked in the earliest Ordnance Survey maps and even
today is roughly 27 acres in area.
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Part of Dunvant with Prior’s Wood on the left, view taken from off the Fairwood Common.
Rees’s explanation for the association of Prior’s Wood with that of the gift of land
hitherto mentioned as being recorded in the Book of Llan Dav has long been accepted as
part of Dunvant history, but ‘Llan Culan’ in that book, according to scholarship, refers to
Llangiwa, Gwent. From ‘The lives of British Saints’ we read
“CIWA. The church at Llangiwa or Llangua in Monmouthshire, is generally supposed to
have been dedicated to her. It occurs as Llan Culan in the Book of Llan Dav “
The only Gower places mentioned in the Book of Llan Dav are Bishopstone, a location near
Llanrhidian, and several near Rhossili. Perhaps Rees and his placement of Llan Culan at
Killan is not such a great loss, for recent investigation seems to indicate that the Book of
Llan Dav may be regarded as an elaborate hoax in which the diocese fabricated ancient
titles to its lands to make it all appear legal.
Two other field names belonging to Killan Farm gave rise to speculation by Rees –
Cae Jack and Croft yr Inn. He suggested that when the Knights of St.John took over
Llanrhidian Church, with all its lands and titles, they built an inn near Prior’s Meadow at the
intersection of the north-south road and the east-west ridge road, and that Cae Jack could
mean field of the Order of St. John. The idea holds the kernel of common sense, for during
medieval times much store was set on pilgrimages to holy places, one such being
Llangenydd the home ground of St. Cenydd, the patron saint of Gower. People would then
have visited Llangenydd as a pilgrimage. At that time, too, it was best to keep to ancient
roadways that usually crossed the country on the high dry ridge roads, only dropping into
the lower marshy valleys when unavoidable. So the old road and the ridge road would be
popular routes, and where better to build a guest house than near a crossroads at
approximately one day’s walking journey away from the priory? The field named Croft-yr-Inn
alongside Prior’s Cottage could be an indicator of a long forgotten Middle Ages hostelry.
The area occupied by the present day village of Dunvant lay almost in the centre of
the commote of Gower (Gwyr), the largest in Wales, which was bounded to the north and
east by the Loughor, Aman, Twrch and Tawe rivers. With the death of the last native ruler,
Hywel ap Goronwy, in 1106, it devolved to the Crown, and Henry I gave it to one of his most
prominent vassals Henry de Newburgh, Earl of Warwick, who converted it into a marcher
Lordship. This Lordship was divided in Anglicana (the Englishry), which comprised most of
the peninsula of Gower with its rich agricultural land, and Wallicana (the Welshry), the wild
and wooded area to the northeast. Wallicana was further divided by woodland stretching
from Swansea to Loughor, into the manors of supraboscus (uwch-coed) i.e. ‘above the
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wood’ and subboscus (is-coed) ‘below the wood’. These manorial titles are the oldest local
names, and it was in the latter that the area of our village was situated.
By the early thirteenth century Gower had reverted to the Crown, possibly having
been conveyed by Henry de Newburgh’s grandson William to Henry II, and in 1203 King
John granted it by Charter to William de Breos. It remained in the de Breos family until 1326
when it passed by marriage to the Mowbrays. In the fifteenth century it came into the hands
of the Herberts, and, subsequently, their heirs the Somersets, with whose descendants, the
Earls of Worcester and the Dukes of Beaufort, it has remained to this day.
The theories put forward by Rees concerning events in the area around Killan Farm
are but educated guesses offered as possible explanations of the ancient field names. We
are on much safer ground when we consider the inventory of goods and chattels at Killan
Farm in 1686, contained on a roll of parchment ten feet long, housed at the Glamorgan
Record office, which was described by Emery in the South Wales Evening Post on 16th
September 1955. Five men of ‘reasonable high social standing’ following the death of the
owner William Seys compiled the inventory. Seys belonged, though somewhat distantly, to
the Seys family one of the most prominent county families of the time. It appears from an
examination of the inventory that William Seys of Killan farm was also comfortably off. In
those days, those who farmed did so to provide for themselves, and such was the object at
Killan Farm. It is recorded that the farm had a bull, sixteen cows, eight young cattle and six
calves, close on one hundred sheep, twenty pigs, several horses, and poultry around the
yard. From such livestock nine gallons of butter were in the milk house, a good store of
cheese, six neat tongues, flitches of bacon, tallow to make candles and wool in the attic. On
the land there were six acres given over to peas, oats and barley – the barley being for
malting and brewing. There was a brew house with a large brewing vat. Beer was still the
common drink at that time, although a large number of empty wine bottles indicated that Mr.
Seys also enjoyed wine, which was most probably imported from France. As for the house
itself the inventory registers the contents of each room; for example the best bedroom, the
buttery chamber, contained the newest bed, six cane chairs, a table and a looking glass, a
fireplace with utensils in the chimney and glasses. The hall chamber held a feather bed, a
rug, two blankets, a bedstead, a pair of lined curtains, a valence and a bolster: briefly a four
poster bed with its accompaniments. In the hall below stood two round folding tables and
eight red leather chairs, the household plate including silver tankards and candle cups. Next
door in the kitchen were the kettles, cooking pots, skillets, and other cooking utensils made
from brass, copper and pewter. There was also a study with a desk and a small library of
books. Also listed are a number of personal belongings including sword and belt, silver
tobacco box, a case of pistols, three small guns, ten pieces of gold small and great, and his
wardrobe was valued at £10. All adding up to what could be interpreted as a reasonable
comfortable life style at that time – especially when contrasted with the maidservant’s
sleeping area – ‘one dust bedd’.
The inventory provides a good insight into the activity that went into the farming of the
area during the seventeenth and eighteenth century. Farms such as Bevexe, Llanerch,
Penlan and the Goetres were established as the woods were cleared and fields were boxed
in with hedgerows. The area was given over to agriculture with the sparsely distributed
population spending most of their lives in and around the farmhouse, for any real meeting
place would be distant in Three Crosses, Gowerton or Swansea. Yet for all that there is
mention of a school being held in Dunvant in 1774.
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This school was one of the many ‘Circulating Schools’, devoted to the teaching of
reading to adults and children alike, which were established by the Reverend Griffith Jones
of Llanddowror in Carmarthenshire, who was closely associated with the Methodist
movement in Wales. Using the Bible as their textbook, those who attended were taught the
rudiments of reading and encouraged to carry on with their study when the school left the
area. Many such schools were held in Gower. The actual place in which the ‘Circulating
School’ with its 18 pupils was held in Dunvant is not recorded. In some areas the school
was accommodated in a farmhouse or a barn usually central to the district, so in Dunvant,
presumably, it would have been in a Dunvant farmhouse. Penlan farm (labelled Dynfant in
the tithe map) would certainly fit the bill as the meeting place being central to the area.
The Tithe map of Dunvant, dated 1841, shows clearly the positioning of the farms in
the area: Dyfnant, Goitre pella (Bellaf), Goitre Fawr, Llanerch: Lletclawdd (then labelled
Llanerch), Graig–y-Bwldan, Clawdd-ddu (which overlooked the later brickworks pond),
Foilart Issa, Foilart Ucha, Cillan Fach, Cillan Fawr and Cwm-yr-Hwch.
There is also three separate buildings, two on Dunvant Road and the other on Fairwood
Road.
Perhaps the earliest reading of a farm in the area is contained in the Coleman Papers
(National Library of Wales) that reads,
‘ Indenture dated 1st August, 1652 – covenant by Richard Davids of Penmayne to levy a fine
of the following property of Bussy Maunsell, and William Thomas of Danygraig, Swansea to
enure (to become effective) to the use of Richard Davids “ a messuage of lands called
Llechglawdd in the tenure of Hopkin William…. a messuage and lands called Dyffnant in the
same parish, in the tenure of John David; a messuage and lands called Llanerch in the
same parish, in the tenure of Mathew Hamon “,
In the Penrice and Margam papers (Catalogue 3. Gower. National Library of Wales)
there is mention of a lease being granted at Killan in 1715 with an account of the tithes paid
for that year as well as for the years 1722, 1724 and 1728.
Again in W.C.Rogers ‘The Swansea and Glamorgan Calendar (3 volumes.
National Library of Wales) there are references to the following farms when in 1714 a
valuation of lands was carried out (found under “ In Gabriel Powell’s chest” pages 29 –
32) William Phillips for Llanerch £5; David Jones Goytre bella £10; David Richards Goytre
Vawre £20; Charles Edwards Lanerch Vach, Mr Nehemiah Davies’s land £2; and William
Jenkin Graig y Buldan £2.
Another reference in Rogers (p.432) concerning Cameron Estate Act, 1831 states that
on 9th, 10th July 1784 a lease and release between Joseph Pryce and Thomas Pryce…the
messuage and lands called Bevexay in Loughor and Swansea parish, formerly occupied by
Lucy Bevan…. then John Lloyd, and
the messuage and lands called Dynvant in the parish of Swansea, formerly occupied by
Thomas Williams, blacksmith, but then late of John Griffith,
We also read (p.444) in a schedule giving acreage that Dunvant was 44 acres 2 rods.
One last reference centres on Goetre Fawr farm Frank Emery claimed that he had
an early written record which stated that Sir Hugh Johnes, Knight of the Holy Sepulchre,
1441, and alive in 1460, possibly lived in the farm. Sir Hugh was a large landowner around
Swansea and was related to other notable families including the Craddocks. In the will of

The Story of Dunvant.
his son, Sir Robert, d.1532 lands are left in Gower, including ‘Goytre’ to his sister Janet. She
married David Morgan of Cefn Gorwydd, and their grandson also lived at Goytre.

Penlan Farm
So in the early part of the 19th century the Dunvant area was one of undulating land
given over in part to agriculture with few inhabitants. It was on the way westward into Gower
through Three Crosses. The route being a narrow way with overhanging branches and an
uneven surface and it was recorded that footpads found it easy to carry out thieving
activities.
However, change was near: by the end of that century, the nineteenth, Dunvant would
become a thriving industrial village.
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The Coming of the Railway
It so happens that near the surface of the earth in the Dunvant area there is coal. It
runs in seams and some of those are up to five feet (150 centimetres approx) in width.
Coal was in great demand in those days in order to produce power and energy for all sorts
of industries as well as general heating of rooms. The production of coal could be, at times,
a very good way of making money. The only problem with the coal being at Dunvant was
that there was no form of transport to take the coal elsewhere. The invention of the steam
train and the formation of railway companies and the setting out routes for the train to travel
on was the spur to the harvesting of coal in the Dunvant area.
The proposal to construct a narrow gauge railway to connect with the line from
Pontarddulais to Swansea, route undecided, was the spark that led to the beginning of
Dunvant Village. Railway lines had already been laid down across much of South Wales.
One such line ran from Swansea through Gowerton to Llanelli, and another, routed along
what is today Oystermouth Road, ran parallel with the Mumbles railway around the
foreshore to Blackpill then turned to run some way up Clyne valley. This latter railway,
according to Alderman Edward Harris, was established following the 1846 Act of
Parliament, which was obtained by Nathaniel Cameron, first mayor of the town of Swansea
(as distinguished from earlier “Port reeves”). The line was to be constructed for the
conveyance of coal from his collieries at Loughor and Gorseinon to Rhyd-y-defaid, where it
connected with an earlier line in the Clyne valley and so to Swansea. The railway was
constructed only in part, was not properly managed and was eventually abandoned. It was
called ‘ Cameron’s Coalbrook Steam Coal Swansea to Loughor Railway’.
The holders of the mineral rights in Dunvant were naturally keen to see to it that the
proposed Pontarddulais – Swansea link would pass through Dunvant. In order to strengthen
their case they had coal levels driven under the hillside of Graig-y-Bwldan near the Dunvant
gap and stockpiled the coal behind fences. There were four levels into the hillside within
200 metres of each other, which from a railway company’s point of view offered a great deal
of carting business. A preliminary survey of the area from Gowerton through the Dunvant
Gap and down the valley to Killay and Blackpill began in 1854. Rumours of the possible
construction of the railway spread and the mineral rights of Dunvant became the object of
much money dealing.
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One of the few places on the
Graig today that is not overgrown with bush and tree and showing in the colouring the dark
coal under the surface. During the wintertime one can see the remains of the workings that once
covered that area.
There was, in the mid nineteenth century, a very large number of labouring men
within the Swansea area. Large building enterprises had and were taking place: the North
Dock had been fashioned out from part of the Tawe river; the ‘New Cut’ had been scooped
out to give a direct access to the lower Swansea Valley with its copper works; and the South
Dock opened in 1859. It was part of this band of men called ‘navigators’, which was later
abbreviated to the more familiar ‘navvies’, who moved on to the building of the railway that
went through Dunvant and Killay.
Surveying, tree felling, gunpowder blasting, levelling, cuttings, bridges,
embankments, ballast, line laying: the area rang to the sound of industry. Gone for well over
the next hundred years the simple rural sounds of agriculture and wild life. Railway engines
puffed up and down to the head of the line bringing rail to lay on timber supports. In January
1866 Swansea Victoria Station – now the site occupied by the Swansea Leisure Centre –
was opened to freight along the Swansea foreshore to the Mumbles Road Station near
Black pill, and on 14 December, 1867 Dunvant and Killay Stations were opened to both
freight and passenger traffic. The earlier named Swansea Docks and Mineral Valley
Railway became part of the London and North Western Railway Company, later to merge
with the London Midland and Scottish Railway. It was a one-track railway except at the
railway stations where it became a two-track system and there were signal boxes at both
Dunvant and Killay Stations.
From the time of those hard working men constructing the railway, who used basic
tools of the time – the pick, the shovel and the wheelbarrow – dressed in mole skin trousers
and linen shirts, there has come a possible answer as to why the name of the old Dunvant
inn was later changed to the Found Out. Although there is no documentary evidence to link
the tale with the railway building period, and with the realisation that there is just as strong a
possibility that the incident happened at the time when the roads around Dunvant were
being made suitable for motorised traffic – or at any time when the thirst needed satisfying,
it has been associated with this age. Simply told it is one of great discovery for the gang of
working men in the valley when one of their number came running down the Killan bank
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shouting that he had found out where there was a nearer source of home brew than that
found in the Killay area. The name change was a much later occurrence, due perhaps to
commercial acumen, for it is named ‘Dunvant Inn’ on the 1900 6” Ordnance Survey map.
(See also 'How the Roads of the area developed').
Sadly the once popular “ Found Out Inn “ closed in 2010, taken down and the area is
now fenced in, awaiting new construction.
Another insight into the lives of the navvies building the railway is given in the ‘
Swansea and Glamorgan Herald’ who report that early in May 1865 in the vicinity of Gower
Road (Gowerton) the navvies building the Dunvant Valley Railway were engaged in an
affray. Apparently there was great friction in the camp of workers between the ethnic groups
and at that time it was those workers who came from Ireland who were in conflict with those
from England and Wales. The report states that ‘ a mob of about 150 assembled and pulled
down the huts in which the Irishmen lived’. Sticks and other dangerous weapons were freely
used on both sides in the ensuing melee. Fatal results might have arisen if it was not for the
prompt interference of the resident engineer. However the Irishmen were compelled to
leave their dwellings and did not return for employment for several days.

Perhaps the earliest
photograph of the beginning
of Killan Road. The building
in the centre is the site of
the present day Working
Men’s Club. Part of the
Meadow in the foreground.
At first the labour force
needed to produce the coal
and run the railway came
from the villages not too far
distant from Dunvant that is
Gowerton, Gorseinon,
Groves End, Three
Crosses, Oystermouth and
Mumbles. For most workers
it would mean early rising and then a walk to Dunvant or, a walk followed by a short railway
journey. However, daily commuting of this nature was really impracticable, and before long it
became apparent that houses at Dunvant were needed for the work force. One by one, and
sometimes in rows, houses were built, and alongside these buildings, and those necessary
for the development of the coal and rail industry, were established allied industries.
Industries such as brickworks, blacksmiths, carpentry shops, and the quarries that had
been opened up to provide stone for the railway line to rest upon. Unlike Morriston with its
grid like pattern of house building there was no pattern in the placement of the houses of
Dunvant village other than they were built close to or alongside the track that ran east to
west through the area from Olchfa to Three Crosses. The Ordnance Survey Map of 1879
shows the position of individual buildings and confirms that Company Row, Howells Row,
Garden Row (now 325 - 245 Dunvant Road), Post Office Row, Bridge Row, Walters Row
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and Big Field terrace (now part of Fairwood road) had been built by then – as were ‘Yr
Ysgoldy’ the Schoolroom which was the first building of the Ebenezer Congregational
Chapel,and also Dunvant Board School, whose stories will be told later.

The workings on the Graig can been seen behind the signal box which was north of
the station towards Gowerton.

Train approaching Dunvant Station from Gowerton.
Note a colliery manager’s house on the hillside as well as a chimney stack set amidst
mining activity. Ticket office and waiting room on the platform.
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Mr Bert Coles prepares to change the points from the signal box to allow the train to move from
a single line to a double line whilst at the Dunvant Station.

The Beginnings of Dunvant Village life
Those twelve years between the opening of the railway station, with its attendant
industrial development, and the Ordnance survey of 1879 must have been a period of
feverish activity. People moved into the area to settle and work from Carmarthenshire, other
parts of Glamorganshire, and even, in a small number, from across the Bristol Channel. The
language of the village was primarily Welsh and the English speaking newcomers became
bilingual. By 1878 there were some fifty houses in the village.
Apart from the coal levels mined at or near the surface on Graig-y-Bwldan, the first
coal pit to be slanted underground for any distance was the Dunvant pit with its focal
building set a little way north of Penlan farm buildings on the present Highland Terrace. It
was set next to a small pond known as Padley’s pond, after Silvanus Padley, a member of a
well known Swansea Quaker family and the first owner of the Dunvant mine. A small slant
went northward from the pit opening and an air shaft was established further up the hillside.
The active life of this pit was a short one – from 1870 to 1873, but it was re-established in
1888 when, under the ownership of Philip Richards, over 150 men were employed at that
time..
The next colliery to open up in the area was that of the Voilart Company. On 13 th April
1877 the Cambrian newspaper reported that the company had struck the Frog Lane vein of
coal at the pit, which they were sinking between Killay and Dunvant near the LNWR line.
The coal seam was one of the best in the district and was mined at a depth of 150 feet.
Later, the Cambrian on 12th December 1879 reported as follows: -“ Dunvant For some time
past this neighbourhood has suffered in common with the whole country from the depressed
state of trade caused by the closing of collieries and other sources of employment. It is
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gratifying, however, to learn that a movement is discernible here now, thanks to the
indefatigable efforts of the Voilart Company, who have recently discovered the vein of coal
known as the Penlan Vein. Active operations are daily going on, and it is expected that ere
long employment will be given to a large number of hands.”
The first house on the right hand side of the present Voilart
Road entered from Dunvant Square was the Voilart
Company manager’s office, known locally as the ‘Red
House’. It has recently undergone a facelift, and is quite
different from that of years gone by.

There were also, in the period between 1860 and 1878, coal workings near the
marshland known as the Ddol, near the farm of the same name, but little is known of these
activities. Killan Colliery was also worked during this period, but not on the site where the
later Killan-Penclawdd-Penlan colliery was to be worked. This earlier colliery was situated
between Prior’s Wood and Killan Fach Farm. It was in an area where a number of old coal
workings had been and was owned by a Mr. Stroud. On the surface were one building and
a chimney. Interestingly, there was also a tramway, which ran between the colliery and
Killan Fach farm that met with the LNWR near the Voilart Colliery.

This early photograph shows the amount of railway activity in and around Dunvant Station.
In the foreground are railway wagons on the Graig. In the middle distance is the main
railway line and in the left corner can be seen coal filled railway trucks from the Killan
Colliery thus placing it at the turn of the century. Notice that there are no houses in Dunvant
‘Square’ apart from the three houses facing Ebenezer Chapel on Dunvant Road.
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In those early days of the village a number of quarries were worked: three between
Killan Road and the Voilart Colliery (one above the present Voilart Road and at the rear of
the Workingman’s Club, with the other two smaller quarries between the road and the
railway), two quarries were on the west slope of the Graig, and, as the 252: 1 mile
Ordnance Survey map, 1st edition, 1879 map clearly shows, one in the middle of what is
today The Meadow in Dunvant Square.
There was also a brick field, with a kiln, some distance south west of the Voilart
Colliery, through which the above-mentioned tramway ran. Collieries, quarries, a brick field,
a saw pit near the railway line in the Dunvant gap, together with a small number of sidings
running from off the Graig, and the main railway line itself added up to a developing
industrial village in 1878.
The rows of cottage houses were built to a similar pattern. Usually in groups of six
small houses, although Company Row was much longer, and each house contained two
rooms downstairs and two upstairs. The front room was the parlour – the room where the
best of furniture and keepsakes were placed. This room was rarely used as a living room.
The late Mrs Jenny Jones of Fairwood Road (Big Field) once told me that the whole family
only used the parlours on Christmas day and for weddings and funerals. Kept spotlessly
clean the parlour was also used as the reception room for visiting people of standing in the
community like the minister or the schoolmaster or the doctor.
The back room was their living room and was a hive of industry at all times of the
year. A black iron coal fire range dominated it and the fire was alight most days of the year
regardless of the temperature outside. First thing in the morning the grate would be cleared
out of ashes from the previous day and the fire laid and lit. Whilst the fire caught, the grate
was given a quick brush over with black lead, which gave the iron a gleaming appearance.
The hearth in front of the fire was then whitened with a wet white paste, which, when dry,
made the fireplace look clean and tidy. Naturally, because of the open grate and the
constant movement in and out of the room from outside the house, the room became very
dusty and so the next regular task was to dust and sweep the floor. The kitchen floor was,
as a rule, made from flagstones whereas the parlour would have had a wooden floor. The
kitchen floor when cleaned would have sand sprinkled over it to keep the dust and dirt of
the day ‘down’. The clean sand could be bought locally for a small amount of pennies. It is
interesting, at this point, to note that in the 1920 –1930 era flooring began to be washed
daily and newspaper, which, by then, had become a daily feature of life, was placed on the
floor to walk on as the floor dried.
Some of the houses had a small lean- to added on to the kitchen in time, usually
called the scullery, but generally speaking you left the kitchen to go straight ‘out the back’. In
that area was the garden given over to vegetables grown for the family. Sometimes, as in
the case of Company Row, the gardens belonging to the houses were to the side of the end
house in the row. However the phrase ‘ out the back’ was usually used to indicate the
placing of the toilet. The outside toilet was a moveable feature at first, before a system of
piped water became part of everyday life, but in saying that it was well into the 20 th century
before such a system was installed. A regular occurrence was that most people left any
local activity or dance on a Saturday evening well before 11.30 because that was the time
when the local authority cart came around to clean out the toilets and the smell left behind
this operation was very noxious indeed. When the arrival of piped water came into being the
‘ty bach’ was usually moved near the back-door for convenience sake.
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Prior to piped water domestic water was collected and stored in casks when it rained. These
would be placed so that the rainwater running off the roofs was captured and then became
a convenient supply of washing water. Drinking water was fetched daily
from water stands placed at convenient spots in the village …. One such stand being
outside Johnny Jones’ shop on Dunvant Hill….or another source of water would be a well or
a spring of clear water. There was one such well in the Ddol, and a spring in the brickyard
and another near the railway bridge. It was usual to seek the springs during a period of dry
weather. A small watercourse called the ‘Pistyll’, which flowed from Graig-y-Bwldan
eastward towards Wimmerfield, was also used, especially for the washing of clothes.
Returning to the house the flight of stairs to the two small rooms above was a straight flight
that led onto a small landing and then into the bedrooms. These, in those days, were
sparsely furnished with a bed, perhaps a chest of drawers and somewhere to place the
Sunday best clothes. It must be remembered that amount of clothing was very small and
was worn for function and not for fashion. People were judged more by what they could do
than what they wore. Indeed the daily life was of work for all and there was little time for
leisure. The house was usually lit by an oil lamp, placed on the kitchen table or hung from
the ceiling, and candles in brass candlesticks placed in convenient spots. The hand held
candlestick was used to make your way to bed and provide light for the bedroom.
In those early days as a village Dunvant roadways were little more than rough
country lanes, wide enough for a horse and a cart to move through and were not
macadamised at all. Goetre Fawr Road was but a pathway wide enough for a horse and
rider, as was the other pathways off the road to Three Crosses. Milk was delivered from the
shop, or nearby farm, by carrying it in a metal container with a pint and/ or half pint scoop
used to ladle into the customer’s jug at the doorstep. Bread was baked in the house, but
later a bakery was established as part of Johnny Jones’ shop where bread and cake was
baked at times during the week.

Walters Row with Ebenezer Chapel. This building places the photograph after 1893 when
the chapel in its present form was built.
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At present we have not been able to establish a date as to when the shop began to
trade in the village, but together with Ebenezer chapel, other religious centres and the
school, it was one of the social centres of the village. ‘Johnny’s’ sold most things. The shop
on the hill was where the family lived and also was the site of the bakery, but there were
other parts to the emporium empire. At the Dunvant Road end of Howells Row was a shop
selling goods needed by the collier of the day – tools, boots, damping material and
gunpowder, and so on. Later in Fairwood Road was opened a two-tier shop e.g. it had an
upstairs, which also sold provisions and the like. A visit to Johnny's shop, whichever branch,
was the time to chat and pass the time of day as each ordered item was cut and weighed
and wrapped before it left the shop.
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Early Days of Religious Awareness
The Reverend Islwyn Davies wrote a most interesting and comprehensive history
of Ebenezer Independent Chapel to celebrate the occasion of its centenary and was
published in 1972. Such is his work that we could not better it and it would be futile for us to
even try to – and so with the author’s permission we will from time to time use his words to
forward our history. This is such a time, for, as we consider the village in its early days prior
to the turn of the century, the chapel was the cultural and social centre of the village. In
saying that we do not deny the presence and work of the other religious bodies, but
Ebenezer was the first to establish itself within the village on the site it now occupies.
‘Until such a Church could be built…..’ writes Rev. Davies ‘ the people of Dunvant, a large
number of them, at least, had found their spiritual homes in the nearest Chapels then
existing. They attended the Congregational Churches, either at Three Crosses or Sketty.
For generations, the older families from Dunvant had made their way to one or the other of
these Chapels along half-made and unlighted tracks, and some of the newer inhabitants
followed their example.’
The older families referred to would have been those who lived in the few farms of
the area, although if we consider the whole area occupied by the villages of Dunvant and
Killay we will find that John Pugh of Goetre Bellaf Farm was the spiritual leader of Siloam
Chapel, Killay and instigated its building in 1831.
The practice of walking to their nearest religious centre was also carried out by
those in the Anglican Church who worshipped at St Paul’s in Sketty or, perhaps, St John,
Gowerton.
However to return to Ebenezer Chapel….’Between Sundays… meetings for prayer
and bible-study were held in one or two homes, and it is within these devotional meetings
that the first evidence of a distinct Dunvant congregation being formed, is found. It is fairly
well established that such meetings and separate religious services were held in a house in
Walters Row and in the barn at Penlan farm…. With these good people… the actual
erection of a small Chapel was undertaken.’ Yr Ysgoldy’ – ‘the schoolroom’ as it came to be
called, dates from 1872. It was a simple structure, not much more than half the size of the
present Vestry, and having a stone slab set in the floor, on which stood a large, slowcombustion stove.’
The minister from Three Crosses, Rev. J. Lloyd Jones, guided the early years of the
Dunvant Independent Chapel until Rev. William Thomas accepted the invitation to become
the chapel’s first guiding Pastor in 1876.
As a building it was rightly named the ‘schoolroom’ for it became the centre of social
and cultural activity in the village offering, besides its religious services, penny readings,
‘solfa’ music, Welsh drama, male voice and mixed voice choir activity. Whether all these
activities took place at first is open to question, but certainly as the village moved towards
the twentieth century such activities did take place. Perhaps not exclusively in the
‘schoolroom’, for in 1882 was opened a second chapel in front of the original small building.
This later building was called ‘Y Capel Haiarn’ – ‘The Iron Chapel’ or ‘The Tin Chapel’. Its
name was rightly so for it was a corrugated iron covered structure and, as it was built on the
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side of a hill, had an under floor basement. This basement was to be used as a library and
later a small residence for the first caretakers of the building, Mr and Mrs Roderick.
In 1889 a second Minister was appointed, the Rev. Evan Glandwr Davies and some four
years later, 1893, the ‘Big Chapel’ was built and dedicated. The Rev. Islwyn Davies writes of
this time
‘
Taking the opportunity and gathering physical, material and personal resources
available, Evan Davies made it his particular aim to erect a worthy and lasting church. While
maintaining his full ministry in the pulpit, leading the religious devotions and faithfully
administering the sacraments, he inspirited a collective effort to this one end’.
The Minister himself had a history associated with the building trade and together with his
brother they planned and designed the building. They were also responsible for making the
pews. Fred Evans, and son James, of Three Crosses were in charge of the general
construction. The stone came from the local quarries and were freely given by their owners,
Samuel Jones and Samuel Griffiths. (Mr Griffiths was the first village postmaster and also a
member of the first school board of managers.) The members of the chapel were
responsible for the movement and the initial dressing of the stone. Both men and women
took it upon themselves to lift and carry, loading and unloading the stone onto horse and
cart. The later being supplied by Samuel Jones and Thomas Walters who farmed in the
area. The building of Ebenezer Chapel was a venture carried out by all the members of the
congregation and they were justifiably proud of their work.
The story of Ebenezer Chapel is traced under the heading of 'Religion in the area.'.
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Elementary Education
Between 1875 to 1877 another public building was put up on the Dunvant Road. This
was the Dunvant Elementary School. It was built as a direct result of the 1870 Forster Act
that introduced compulsory education into England and Wales. Now there was, at that time,
a small school in existence situated on the hill between present day St Hilary’s church and
Killay Railway station. The Church at Sketty ran this school and it was a fee paying school.
According to the late Mr Davy Isaacs of Gower Road the pupils paid 3 pennies per week
and the money was collected first thing on a Monday morning….. no money no schooling.
In response to the 1870 Act the managers of the National School in Killay, for that
was what the school was called, offered to transfer that school to the School Board in the
winter of 1874-5. The offer was closely considered, but the Board turned the offer down on
the grounds that it was not in a position to serve both communities of Dunvant and Killay
and would also require a large amount of expenditure upon its enlargement and necessary
renovations. Another factor for consideration was that the school stood on land whose lease
would soon be ended.
The positioning of the new school occupied much debate for it was to serve the
children from Killay and both sides of the Dunvant Railway Station. There was considerable
thought given to the placement of the building in Dunvant west, (Modern day Pen-y-Fro
School is in Dunvant west.) but if placed there the school would have become the
responsibility of the School Board of Llanrhidian Higher and not that of Swansea.
Llanrhidian Higher declined and so it was left to the Swansea board to provide a site at
some central spot.
Accordingly a site upon land belonging to Sir John A. Morris was chosen for the
school. This was at the northern end of Goetre Fawr pathway as it met Dunvant Road. This
site the Board was unable to obtain and in the Spring of 1875 an agreement was made with
Mr. Richard Richards of Llanerch Farm, for the purchase from him of another site, some
100yards eastwards of the first selected site, at a price of £375. On this site, consisting of
an acre of land, the Board determined to erect a school for 150 children – children from
Dunvant West and East and, for those who did not chose to attend the National School,
from Killay.
The school was built to provide for 150 pupils somewhat more than the actual number
absolutely required, but at that time the industrial life of the villages was on an upswing and
the population was rapidly increasing. The Board was of the opinion that when the school
opened it would be found to be too small and not too large. The designs for the school was
prepared by Mr. Alfred Bucknall and the tender, submitted by Mr John Llewellyn of Sketty,
accepted. The opening pages of the school’s first logbook written by Mr John Roach, the
appointed head teacher, records that the average attendance for the first week was 92
pupils. This was a most important detail for Mr Roach to record because his annual income
was affected by the pupil’s attendances. The Board school was overseen by a board of
managers who met for the first time as managers at the new school on 9 th February, 1877.
Mr David Rees was appointed permanent chairman, Mr Samuel Griffiths the treasurer and
Mr John Roach the secretary.
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One of the first minutes recorded reads
‘ Resolved that the Board be recommended to obtain for the schoolmaster a stool to enable
himself to sit at his desk, and two chairs for use in the schoolroom, one chair being an
armchair.’
Another resolution of the managers was that Mrs Mary Beynon be appointed to clean
the school at the rate of 4/- a week (20p in today’s currency, but not value of course) and
that she should have one sweeping brush, one coal box, two scrubbing brushes, one
bucket, half a dozen dusters and two black-lead brushes.
Read 'How education developed 'for further information.
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Early Village Customs

Perhaps it was at this time, when the first scholars walked to school, that one of those
delightful customs, which start from nothing and carry on for a long time afterwards, but are
now but a memory, came into practice. This custom concerned a very large stone which
was in the hedge row at the corner of the way from Dunvant Road to Goetre Bellaf farm….
today’s corner of Broadmead and Dunvant Road. It was thought that on this stone the devil
himself sat. He took up residence after dark and would jump off the stone and follow you
home if you did not wish him goodnight. It was said that by wishing him such a greeting as
you came to the stone he was so astonished that he fell off the stone backwards and the
time he took to get back on the stone allowed you enough time to run and escape his
clutches – but beware, if you forgot to greet him, t’would be best to run for your life. Walking
along an unlighted country lane in the dark is enough to un-nerve the best of us – and so
‘Goodnight Devil’.
Another custom of those early years was that of the ‘Meth’. The meth was a good
neighbours’ act, a concerted effort to help one who was less fortunate than you were. The
meth was a party with a difference…. The difference being that it was held in a house prearranged by the neighbourhood, but unknown to the occupant of the house until visitors
started to arrive. On the day chosen, usually carrying a chair to sit on, the visitors would
arrive with food and drink and declare that the house had been chosen for the party. During
the festivities, which included entertainment and much small talk, the food and drink was
bought and at the end of the evening all the money collected was given to the householder
as recompense for the use of their home. A rather clever way of helping the occupant for
the householder would feel no obligation towards the neighbourhood – and profit by the
event. The meth, judged from a century on, is indicative of a close knit, loving and caring
society, which Dunvant could be rightly proud.
It was a very established tradition in parts of Wales to perform a small play-let called
‘The Christmas Sport’ at that time of year. A group would form themselves together and
visit houses in which they performed the play-let. There follows a version, called the
Dunvant version, which came from the three daughters of Mr Griffiths, (one time post office
owner, builder of the Dunvant Square shops, also one of the first Governors of Dunvant
Elementary School.) Mrs.M.Hoskins, (Maggie) Mrs C.M.Bevan (Connie) and Mrs K.Jeffreys
(Katie) This was last performed in public by the ladies of the Dunvant Branch of the
Women’s’ Institute in the 1970’s
Enter:

Soldier 1.

Enter: Father Xmas

A room! A room! A gallant room,
And in this room I do intend
To play a Christmas Sport.
Christmas sport of a former age
For boys and girls to act upon a stage.
If you don’t believe what I do say,
In comes I, Old Father Xmas
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Welcome in or welcome not,
I hope old Father Xmas
Will never be forgot.
Father Xmas has but a short time to stay
Before a valiant soldier comes to take his life away.
Enter: The Valiant Soldier In comes I, the valiant soldier,
Bold Slasher is my name;
With my sword and pistol by my side
I’m sure to win the game.
My head is made of iron,
My body is made of steel
My strength is to the courage bold
I’ll fight the Prince of E’il.
Enter: Oliver Cromwell

In comes I, old Oliver Cromwell,
Welcome, I suppose,
I’ve conquered many a nation
With my long copper nose.
I’ve conquered France and Prussia
And also Cumberland.
And I’ll conquer the valiant soldier
Now to whom I stand.

Valiant Soldier:

To whom, to whom thy challenge give?

Oliver Cromwell:

To thee, to thee, though dirty dog,
No longer shalt thou live.
Pull out thy purse and pay,
Pull out thy sword and fight,
Satisfaction I shall have
Before I leave this room tonight.
(They fight. and the Valiant Soldier is overthrown.)
Look; see what I have done,
Cut down this man at even sun
I and seven more
Beat eleven score.
Marching in so many wars
We fought King George and all his men.
Is there a doctor in this land?
Can cure him of his deadly wound?

(Doctor enters)
Doctor

Oh yes! Oh yes!
In comes I, old ten-pound doctor.
I can cure the icks, picks, palsy and the gout.
If there is one devil in this man

The Story of Dunvant.
I’ll kick ten out.
I have a bottle in my inside pocket
Called Elecampane
Drink up Jack and fight again.
Walk in, old Father Xmas roll clear away.
(Exeunt Valiant Soldier, Oliver Cromwell and doctor)
Enter Turkish Knight

In comes I, old Turkish knight,
From Turkeyland I sprang to fight.
I’ll fight a man with courage bold,
If his blood be hot, I’ll quickly make it cold.

Enter Prince George

I am Prince George. This noble knight
Will shed his blood for England’s right.
Here I walk and here I stand
And here I take my sword in hand.
So to thee; and God guard thy life, sir.

Turkish Knight

To whom, to whom thy challenge give?

Prince George

To thee, to thee, thou dirty dog,
No longer shalt thou live.
Pull out thy purse and pay
Pull out thy sword and fight
Satisfaction I shall have
Before I leave this room tonight.
(Combat. and the Turkish Knight overthrown)
Look see, look see what I have done.
Cut down this man at even sun.
I and seven more
Beat eleven score
Marching in so many wars.
We fought King George and all his men.
Is there a doctor in this land?
Can cure him of his deadly wound?
(Enter Doctor who gives the same speech as previously)

Belsey Bob

In comes I, old Belsey Bob,
On my shoulder I carry my club,
In my hand I carry my hat
To beg for money to make me fat.
Money I want, money I’ll have,
If I don’t have money, I’ll be sure to starve.

Tommy Toddy

In comes I, old Tommy Toddy,
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All head and no body,
All feet and no toes.
Give me money and off I goes.
(All characters assemble and sing).
Here we come a wassailing
Among the leaves so green.
Here we come a wandering
So fair to be seen.
Love and joy come to you
And to you, your wassail too.
And God bless you
And send you a Happy New Year.
The Christmas Sport was a little bit more than a rough and tumble and would have
been rehearsed and then taken around the village to be performed in many of the houses.
The ending is obviously a plea for payment for their efforts.
A point of local interest is the reference to Oliver Cromwell. Mr Albert Button maintains that
as a boy his mother always referred to that part of Dunvant Road between Hendrefoilan
Primary School and Olchfa Bridge as Cromwell’s Road for there is a tradition which states
that prior to Oliver Cromwell’s leaving from Swansea to visit Ireland he stayed a night in one
of the Llanerch farms.
Returning to ’The Christmas Sport’ John Ormond (Thomas) wrote an article ‘When
Mummers visited Dunvant homes’ to be found in the ‘ South Wales Evening Post’ 23rd
December, 1944.In the article Mr Thomas states that this type of entertainment was known
as the Mummers’ Play throughout Britain and had finished as a regular performance in
South Wales after the First World War. The performing party consisted of about 8 to 10
players who were able to mime at a high standard. They prepared themselves for weeks
before the festive season and clothing and masks were kept from one year to the next.
Some masks being huge and grotesque which would have frightened the younger element
of the audience.
The mummers would perform in the evening going from house to house, most
probably followed by a gathering of children and dogs. An indication of whose house was
prepared to receive them had been given and the room inside the house prepared for the
event. A loud knock at the door would announce their arrival and the large figure of Father
Christmas would enter to start the proceedings. At the end a collecting box or jug was
handed around. The collecting box was usually of wood and sometimes had ornate carving
of a hen and a brood of chickens on top.
A Welsh version of this play was known to have been performed in Llanelli and
Penclawdd and in those versions there was an admixture of Mari Lwyd and the Christmas
Sport. In an article in “Gower” No.36 p.36 by T.H.Godfrey he suggests that the Christmas
Sport is of English cultural tradition brought to South Wales by the peoples who came from
the South West peninsula and Southern England in general.
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Coal Industry in the Village

We have seen in a previous article (see The Coming of the Railway) that the
motivating factor for the railway to be routed through the Clyne Valley and northward to
Gowerton was that coal was easily obtainable along the route. In Dunvant it was first mined
from the western side of Graig-y-Bwldan in an area near to the Station House. Unlike the
deep pits of South Wales where winding gear was used to lower the miners far below the
surface in the Dunvant area coal was so near the surface that the mines were drift mines
i.e. entered by means of a slope or slant going into the ground. Those early days of mining
on the Graig produced a hill face that resembled a slice of emmental cheese pock marked
with holes. It was usual for the men to work in pairs. They would dig out a hole that became
a short tunnel and from it took the coal. A small tramline, running down the hill to the railway
line siding near the main line, was used for onward movement. Naturally the weight of coal
was recorded. The tunnels were extended into the hillside until they came to the water table
when that working was then abandoned and the colliers moved a short distance away and
started all over again.
In the same area deeper mines were being established. Above and behind the
stationmaster’s house was the entrance to the Penlan mine (more on this later) as well as
several other small mines, different from holes in the side of the hill, were being opened up.
One such mine was named after its owner a Mr Padley, a Quaker living in Swansea, and
who had the mine worked for a few years in the 1870’s. There is a report in ‘The Cambrian’
newspaper 20th January, 1877 to the effect that Padley’s pit had lain idle for a long time and
had been taken over by a London company who intended to commence work at once.
Today the name of Padley is perpetuated in the area by a small pond of water near the
pathway that skirts Penlan Farm House and is known as Padley’s pond.
Near that pathway, as it goes over the Graig, were to be a number of small mines
which were worked for a short while before water caused the operation to close down and
most were known as the Dunvant Colliery.
On the south side of the Dunvant Road Railway Bridge in the area known as the
Voilart another mining venture was also being worked. Again ‘The Cambrian’ reported in
January 1877 that because of the heavy rain at that time the pit had flooded and all work
was suspended. The owners Messrs. W & Thomas Evans declined to have the water
pumped out because its cost would be greater than the profit expected. Later that year
again ‘The Cambrian’ reported in April that the Voilart Company had been sinking a pit near
the LNWR line and in the early part of that month had struck the Frog Lane vein of coal at a
depth of 150 feet. In 1879 it was further reported that the Voilart Company had also
discovered the Penlan vein of coal, and that active operations were going on and it was
expected that long employment could be given to a large group of men. This was very
welcomed because at that time the area of Dunvant, like most of the country, was suffering
from a depressed state of trade causing the closing of collieries and other sources of
employment. This pit enjoyed a short active life. It was abandoned on 21 st April, 1887 and a
map of its underground workings shows that during its lifetime, from the entrance in the
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Voilart the stalls went westward paralleling Killan road until it reach Cwm-y-glo lane and
likewise eastward along the Dunvant Road to a spot near Company Row above.
In the last twenty years of the 19th century it was the Dunvant-Penlan colliery that
employed the most men and extended the furthest underground. Its underground workings
started from the entrance above the Stationmaster’s house and then went eastward
following the north side of the Dunvant road to finally finish under the area now occupied by
the University Student’s village at Olchfa. This extent took many years to be created and
was at different levels under the ground. The main access to each slant was in a northerly
direction from the entrance in a gradient of 1 in 2. In 1898 the Numbers 1,2,3,4,and 6 th
slants went eastward under the now Derlwyn Housing site, while slants 5 and 7 went
westward ending near Bevexe Fawr farm. Three different seams of coal was mined: Rock
seam of approximately 4 feet thickness, with a rasher of stone somewhere within its
thickness; the Yankee seam of 2 foot 2 inches thickness and the Clement seam which was
3 feet in thickness. There were several airshafts or air pits dotted over its area, one of which
caused the car-swallowing act in Dunvant Road in the late 1960’s.
The industry was subjected to the vagaries of economic trading of those times and so
the history of each mine is one of full employment in times of upsurge in trading and then
laying off labour when the demand for coal was low. This state of affairs led to industrial
unrest from time to time with the miners going on strike and the owners taking strong action
against the miners in order to protect their interest. There was always the ever present
mining disasters when, because of a variety of reasons – coal falls, tramway errors, water
surge being amongst them - colliers were fatally injured.
The Dunvant-Penlan colliery closed on 1 st July 1904 but not for long. On 23rd
September 1905 a new colliery enterprise was registered with Mr David Williams, of the firm
Williams and Williams, acting as secretary. The new company had a backing of £10,000
and initial work was the opening up of a new slant into the Penlan coal seam (that which
had been mined by the Voilart colliery some few years before).
This venture had a disastrous effect on the mine workings nearby belonging to Mr
Philip Richards of The Hill, Sketty who in 1908 was declared bankrupt with a deficiency of
£27,380. From the official receiver’s statement it is learned that Mr Richards had been a
colliery proprietor for a number of years. He had taken over the Dunvant colliery in 1884; Mr
Padley had worked it previously. Mr Richards invested up to £4,000 in the mine. Richards
also opened the Commercial colliery in Killay as well as the Weig Fawr in Cockett. During
the last few years leading to 1908, despite high prices in the coal industry at that time,
Richards lost all his investments. In his statement Mr Richards stated that among the many
reasons for his failure was the fact that there was a lack of good mining men in Dunvant
and that a recently opened colliery (see previous paragraph) had taken his best men, no
doubt they were able to pay a better wage. Richards also stated that the pumping of water
charges were very heavy and that his plant and machinery at that time would be considered
old fashioned and that in itself had caused the loss of a great deal of money. It was also
said that 20% of the output of the coal harvest was being burnt at the colliery in its boilers.
In order to meet some of the liabilities in March 1908 a large amount of plant and machinery
was offered for sale. There was a large attendance of buyers and prices were at a discount
i.e. boiler £25,strapping machine £50 and lathe £1.
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Despite the unfortunate happenings to Mr Philip Richards others were actively
engaged in seeking to promote the industry. After the sale a new company, under Mr
D.W.Saunders of Swansea, restarted operations in the mine. New boilers, machinery,
turbine pumps and the latest electrical machinery was brought in and the future looked very
good indeed because a new slant to the Penclawdd vein of coal, north of the entrance, had
been opened up and the coal was proving to be of excellent thickness and quality.
Another new venture in the area was started in 1907 when a tunnel of nearly 100
yards in length was driven through solid rock at the Gowerton side of the Dunvant Quarry
near the Brickworks pond. A shorter tunnel, now filled in so that only the general route can
be discerned, under a well-established pathway leading to Waunarlwydd, accompanied this.
This venture was to provide siding accommodation and a tramway route from the opening
up of a new location. This was located in a wooded valley on the north side of the Graig.
The valley ran north-eastward to meet the Hendrefoilan Lane near Lletclawdd farm. The site
promised a good harvest of coal, but unfortunately the water table proved to be so near the
surface of the ground that the coal was unable to be mined in any quantity. Two large
boilers were built, one on either side of the valley, in order to create pumping mechanism for
the relief of the water however these proved to be of little use and after the Penlan Colliery
Company had invested £14,000 in the project the whole operation was abandoned. This left
behind two large chimneys associated with the boilers one of which was left standing until
the early 1980’s when it was removed. Ironically when first surveyed this valley became
known locally as the ‘Klondike’ – a place of untold wealth, however that was not to be.
In September 1912 tragedy struck the Dunvant Colliery when a sudden inrush of
water took place and although the pumps were kept going at their utmost capacity the
workings were flooded and over 100 men became unemployed. It became apparent that
recent heavy rains at that time had caused an accumulation of water in old underground
workings, which in itself caused a heavy fall of roofing underground. Mercifully there was no
any loss of life at this time. Two years later in May 1914 another inrush of water caused the
deaths of two men: David James Davies of Killay and Jabez Jeffrey of Dunvant. This
tragedy may well have sound the knell for mining activity in this part of the village for
nothing of mining significance is recorded in any of the various newspapers circulating at
that time since that date in that specific area of the village i.e. the western side of the Graig.
In 1919 the Cambrian Daily Leader reported that the mine closed in the early part of the
1914 – 1918 war.
Summing up mining activity took place on the western slope of Graig-y-Bwldan from
the 1860’s to the 1910’s. During that time numerous sites were opened and many were
named the Dunvant Colliery, which gives rise to confusion as to which venture is being
recorded. The longest and perhaps the largest in terms of men employed was the DunvantPenlan, but here again because of the proliferation of the word Dunvant confusion as to
owner/owners and dates of workings is met. All information within this article has been
supported by entries from the following: The Cambrian, The Swansea and Glamorgan
Herald, The Swansea Journal (after 1890 known as The South Wales Radical and
Swansea Journal) and The Cambria Daily Leader newspapers.
Further to the west of the railway station at Dunvant, at the top of a valley which ends
below Killan farm on the Three Crosses Road, more especially below Duffryn Farm was
another major coal mining venture the Killan Colliery. This was not the first Killan Colliery in
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the district for Sheet XXIII.6. of Glamorganshire clearly shows a Killan Colliery and an
accompanying chimney on the south-western side of the Three Crosses Road between the
road and Prior’s Wood with a tramway making its way down to the railway sidings near the
Voilart Colliery. The details of this colliery and the nearby Ddol Colliery are as yet shrouded
in mystery in other words I have not come across any details of either sites other than in
1892 The Western Coal company mined in the area, but the workings were very short lived
for they abandoned the activity in the same year. Returning to the one below Duffryn farm
although I have not be able to substantiate the story in any document there is a history of
the opening of this Killan Colliery which dates back to the very last years of the 19 th century.
The story goes that Mr Edward Evans, convinced that coal was to be found in the area
employed a gang of men to seek out its position. After a fortnight of fruitless searching Mr
Evans declared that his own personal fortune had run out in his employment of the men.
Putting this to them the men agreed to work on until they found the coal, which they did the
following week much to everyone’s relief.
It is recorded that the Killan Colliery Company mined from 1899 – 1901 employing up
to 58 men and that in 1902 W.W.Holmes and Co. of Swansea took over control. The joint
owners were Edward Evans, Fredrick Finlayson and W.W.Holmes. In 1910 the Killan slant
going northward and yielding coal from the Penclawdd seam employed 408 men and that
the Killan slant to the west and working on the Penlan seam employed 134 men. In 1921 it
became the Killan Collieries Limited and in 1924 404 men worked on the Penclawdd seam
and 330 men worked on the Penlan seam (sometimes this colliery is referred to as the
Killan-Penclawdd-Penlan colliery).
Unlike the other Dunvant collieries Killan was well over a mile from the railway main
line and so there was set up a rail system, which ran into the station area from the mine for
transporting the coal. Horses were employed underground to pull the coal to the surface.
Some horses were left underground day in day out while others were stabled a little distant
from the mine entrance and used for surface work. At first some of these surface-working
horses were used to take the coal drams (small trucks) down part of the valley to the
screening mesh. Here the coal was sorted so that coal dust and very small coal was not
sent for onward shipment. The coal was also weighed at this point. Later a small engine
was used to perform the task of conveying the coal to the screening process returning to
the mine with the empty drams. A small housing for this engine was built a little way down
the valley from the lamp house. In later years this housing was converted into a small house
and named Duffryn Bungalow where people lived until it was destroyed by fire in the early
1970’s.
After the screening process the larger coal was transferred to railway trucks and
these trucks were taken down the valley to the station area passing in front of Ebenezer
Chapel and Walters Row. A wagon repair shed (still standing today and used for a variety of
activities) was built for the express business of repairing the rolling stock between Killan
colliery and Dunvant station.
Following the pattern of industrial employment being experienced in the whole of the
South Wales mining industry Killan Colliery (1899 – 1925) was no different and experienced
labour unrest when the economy at large was not performing well. Such unrest usually
centered around Miners’ Union interests and owners’ financial interests – productivity and
costs, supply and demand, working conditions and the will to improve underground
conditions. One dispute in the Killan colliery in the early part of 1909 was at a time when
there was depression within the bituminous trade. The management of the colliery wanted

The Story of Dunvant.
60 men of the work force to cease being employed. Notice of this intended action had been
given to the men. Because of the depression no night shifts had been worked since the
previous November. In order to protect those who worked the night shift the workmen’s
committee had established a work pattern whereby all employees continued to work on a
rota basis. This method of working became unacceptable to the management and wanted
the immediate withdrawal of the 60 men promising to re-employ them by seniority directly
the depression had subsided. A meeting between both workman representatives and
management was held in Ebenezer Chapel vestry, which was described as heated (South
Wales Daily Post Feb. 1st 1909). A few days later a temporary solution was arranged
whereby 63 men withdrew their labour on the promise that they would be re-instated, and
that the colliers who were still in employment would make a reasonable allowance out of
their weekly wage to those who were unemployed until such time as they were once more
in employment.
There was a management change in 1920 when the Folland Group bought out
W.W.Holmes and partners. Mr Edward Evans, who had been associated with the pit since it
opened, retired from active life.
Water was an ever present threat in this colliery as it was in the Dunvant collieries on
the Graig. From time to time there would be inrushes of water to be dealt with. One such
inrush took place in February 1920 fortunately without any loss of life, but the pit was out of
action for several weeks and then there was a general strike in the industry causing a
period of great depression in the village. Such was the hardship experienced at that time
that it resulted in the setting up of a relief committee and the establishment of soup
kitchens. In a report on a meeting of the Swansea Medical Inspection and Provision of
Meals (sub – Education) it was reported that for the four weeks ending on 28 th May 23,582
meals were supplied within its area and that 50% of the children in the Dunvant area were
in receipt of two free meals a day. The South Wales Daily Post said in the June of that year
that between 60 and 100 children were being fed and the local distress fund was helping
100 families and children who were under school age.
There were no repairs undertaken at the colliery during the strike. Both the Penlan
and the Penclawdd slants were sunk to a depth of one mile and it required an enormous
amount of current to keep the machinery going. The boilers, which produced the current,
consumed nearly 200 tons of coal weekly and because of the lack of labour the coal stock
had almost run out. It was up to the officials of the colliery to see to it that the boilers were
kept going by bringing up small quantities of coal themselves and lascars from off the ships
docking in Swansea fired the boilers.
The end of the strike brought new enthusiasm into Killan. A new slant at Cwm-y-Glo
(a little way east of the lamp house with its entrance a short distance from the Three
Crosses Road ) which had been started just before the strike commenced showed good
prospects, the seam having a good thickness and quality and was then developed quickly.
Production went ahead until the tragedy of 27 th November, 1924 when the pit suffered a
great inrush of water resulting in the loss of five lives.
The water flooded into the north west of the workings submerging the far reaches of
No 6 and No 7 slants as well as slant No 13 to the north of the entrance. In the rush of
water the rails were swept away and caused large damage to the props and other things
necessary for underground working, which resulted in a heavy accumulation of debris. More
importantly a number of men had had their escape route flooded and so were entombed in
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the mine. Rescue workers, who came from other nearby mines as well as those employed
in the pit, worked tirelessly in order to free the trapped men. Finally, after long hours of
waiting, (three men were underground for a week before rescue) groups of men were
rescued. Tales of how the rescued men had sucked pebbles and chewed on the tongues of
their boots to keep themselves going soon spread throughout the waiting people at the
surface and many of the distressed relatives were pleased to welcome their loved ones
return. However five men lost their lives: Jim Golding at the entrance to No 13 slant; Archie
Davies, Philip Godbear and Wilfred John at the far end of No 7 slant and Charles Evans
towards the end of No 6 slant. The last two bodies being brought to the surface on the last
day of the year.
The tragedy resulted in the ending of mining activity in that area. The machinery was
brought to the surface and sold. The business was wound up in 1925, and in 1926 the 120
feet high chimney, built in 1913, was demolished. All that is left today for the visitor to see is
the slag heap, now overgrown with greenery, gone is the winding engine which took debris
from the mine to build the slag heap, gone the many surface buildings which were
necessary except for a brick building of some length in which the miners kept their
equipment for working underground at one end while running repairs were carried out at the
other end.
Accusations and recriminations followed the tragedy as reasons were sought as to
why it had happened. Some of the miners who took part in the rescue were awarded the
Edwards medal and Mr W.John, an engineer working in the mine, was awarded the
Carnegie award for the heroism he displayed in his tireless working for long hours to secure
the rescue of the trapped miners.
In a letter write to me by the Reverend G.R.Hawkins, born at the Voylart and who
lived in the village for nearly thirty years, he stated that before he retired Edward Evans had
had number three level closed. There were old uncharted workings in the district and he
suspected that there was seepage of water from one of these. The new owners (the Folland
Group) wanted this level opened up because there was a lot of coal there. There was much
muttering amongst the workmen because they felt that the manager, Mr Tanner, was having
his hand forced and was not being given time to drill ahead which was obligatory if water
was suspected. After the disaster Mr Tanner, and the assistant manager, Mr John, were
both charged with neglected of statutory duty. Local feeling was that they were not
responsible for the neglect and the case against both of them was dismissed. The tragedy
brought to the village massive unemployment (see Killan Colliery and The Depression Era)
Coal mining as the number one industry in the area finished with the closure of Killan
Colliery.
There were a few small mines being worked. One such mine was called ‘The Tea Pot’
and was in a field north of the Goetre Bellaf farmhouse. The entrance of which lies under
the detached house at the beginning of Y Gorlan in the Broadmead estate. Its present
owner-occupier, Mr Jefford, is happy in the knowledge that there is a thirty-foot raft of
concrete beneath the house and no danger of any subsidence. How long workings at the
‘Tea Pot’ took place is unknown, but it was closed before 1939.
Another mine ‘The Llanerch’ (sometimes called Lletclawdd) mine on the west side of
Hendrefoilan Lane, opposite the hillside on which Lletclawdd farm is situated, was worked
during the 1939 –45 war years and closed before 1950. Both mines were very small,
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employed few men, were privately owned - which would give a possible reason for closure
as the National Coal Board came into being in 1947.
One last mine to be mentioned was called the ‘Cae Bryn’ colliery. This colliery was
not actually in the Dunvant area, but in Killay. However it was an opening into the Dunvant
Penlan colliery and was started when that colliery was owned by Mr Philip Richards and
was situated on the south side of the Dunvant Road near the house that was called Cae
Bryn, the home of Mr Thomas Williams part owner of the iron foundry in Dunvant (see Other
Industries Associated with Dunvant). Here again, after the initial workings north and west of
the opening, water was the trouble. This time the water was associated with the Rhyd-ydefaid Colliery (long since closed) that had an entrance in the Clyne Valley. In order to
alleviate the position in Cae Bryn a gang of men went into the Rhyd-y-defaid Colliery and
removed a large fall, which had blocked the slant. They carted out the rubbish and kept
drilling into the fall until the water came past the drill in force. They cleared out. The water
soon enlarged the hole and burst through the remainder of the fall and poured down the
valley to enter the Clyne River. This allowed both the Penlan and Cae Bryn to be worked.
Cae Bryn was closed before 1910 and its stack taken down shortly afterwards.
In November 1902 an explosion took place in a Dunvant house and the three
occupants of the house lost their lives, William Jenkins, his wife Sarah and their young
baby. The evidence of their next-door neighbour, Samuel Phillips, said that at 9.30 pm. on
Saturday night he heard a loud thud followed by screaming. He went out to see William
Jenkins running towards him with his clothes in flames, some children were coming out of
the house through a window and was followed by Mrs Jenkins and baby in her arms.
William Jenkins ran to another house where he fell. Mr Phillips could not get into the
Jenkin’s house for falling bricks had blocked the door. The house was in flames. At the
inquest that followed the deaths were attributed to shock due to burns. As for the explosion
it turned out that Jenkins, who was a colliery working in Cae Bryn, like other colliers bought
explosives from a licensed store in the village (this shop was at the Dunvant Road end of
Howells Row). It was a special type of gunpowder called ‘Bulldog’ and sometimes it was
damp and thus ineffective. It was the practice of the colliers to place the explosive on the
dying heat of the ‘hob’ in order to temper the charges. In this case the heat was too great,
the explosive a little drier than was thought and thus was the cause of the explosion. In his
summation of the case the Coroner stated that Colliery proprietors should be asked to build
magazines to store explosives at a reasonable distance from the colliery. This became
standard practice in collieries.
Read The Killan Disaster for a slightly fuller account of this happening.
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Other Industries Associated with Dunvant
Quarries.
Within the area there has been worked a number of quarries: two situated north of
the railway station on the west side of Graig y Bwldan (see The coal industry in the village);
three in the Voilart area and two near the area known as Dunvant Square. The stone taken
from these places was pennant type sandstone with layers of conglomerate containing
limestone and various pebbles.
Emery maintains that quarries were being worked in the area in the 17 th century for the
sandstone extracted was of high quality and was used for ovens. The oldest quarry being in
the Ddol/Voylart area.
With the construction of the railway in the 1860’s,and then the beginnings of village
housing, the quarries were exploited to their utmost. They also produced more than was
needed for local consumption. An advertisement in ‘The Cambrian’ in September 1868
reads that at Dunvant Quarry every description of building stone of the finest quality could
be had . Although being not absolutely sure, to me this would, I think, refer to the largest of
the quarries on the Graig that later in the century become known as Jones’ Quarry after its
then owners Samuel and David Jones who lived in Gowerton. The advertisement goes on
to say that ashlar (squared stone used in building or facing a wall) of any size for engine or
girder beds was to be had there as well as quoins, sills and poling stones etc. all available
at short notice. Orders were received at the quarry. From the quarry the stone could have
been transported by rail or by horse and cart.
The life of the quarry varied as to the amount of workable stone there was to be had.
The Voilart quarries were worked out before the turn of the century, as was the two quarries
near Dunvant Square. The Dunvant Quarry worked on and it was with a certain amount of
pride that one local inhabitant, more than forty years ago, told me that the stone used for
the pillars of the Slip Bridge crossing the Mumbles road near the Guildhall came from
Dunvant.

Brick Works.
A saying of the 19th century in this mining area ran thus “ The miner’s ‘farewell’ rock
became the brick maker’s ‘Hello’ clay” which indicated that after the last of the coal was
taken clay suitable for brick making was revealed. In the Ordnance survey map of the area
dated 1896 –97 three brick works are shown in Dunvant. One in the Voilart is labelled
disused – this was situated near the railway line and the colliery and one suspects that the
bricks made there was for colliery consumption. A second brick works was near to the
entrance to the Dunvant Colliery and again it is most probable that most of the output from
this brickwork served the needs of the mine. The third and biggest was the Penlan Brick
Works near to the railway line and Jones’ Quarry. A later map than the first quoted,
Glamorgan Sheet XXIII N.W. (Provisional Edition), also shows the site of another brick
works in the valley behind the Dunvant Community Centre. This brick works was owned by
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Mr Samuel Griffiths and was opened in 1893, its clay pit being immediately behind and
below ‘The Found Out’ public house.
The Penlan Brick Works, initially owned by the proprietors of Jones’ Quarry, was
worked for the longest time closing in the early 1960’s. The brick works used clay from a
clay pit near at hand and water from the brick works pond. Two kilns were in use and at
some time 15,000 wire bricks a day were being produced.

Iron Foundry
Another industrial venture in the Dunvant area was the iron foundry, the Wellington
Foundry. It was situated at the Gowerton end of Walters Row between the present day road
to Gowerton and the railway track, with Jones’ quarry opposite it on the other side of the
track.
This was established in 1892 when Messrs T.W.Williams and Son put up a foundry
with an engineering works housed in seven separate buildings. This foundry was in addition
to the machine shop they owned and worked in Wassail Square, Swansea. At Dunvant
were blacksmith and fitting shops and the foundry was able to turn out a variety of work.
The keen eye today can still spot the manhole cover or the rainwater gear, down pipes and
guttering, which were manufactured in Dunvant and are still in use today. It was only
recently in 2002 that the house called ‘CaeBryn’ in Dunvant Road had its original Dunvant
Foundry workings taken off the house and replaced by the current vogue of plastic. This
house was the home of Thomas Williams, one of the sons of the owner who later became a
director in the firm. His brother William living in Wassail Square. In the 1896 –97 survey it
shows the house of CaeBryn as the only building between the top of Fairy Grove Lane (now
Goetre Fach Road) and Olchfa bridge. Today the property has been renamed Lavender
Lodge.
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How the roads of the area developed
When the railway line was established and the first village houses were laid down it
was prudent to set the houses alongside the lane that ran from Olchfa Bridge to Three
Crosses. This was not the main route from Sketty to Three Crosses, which passed through
Killay, Upper Killay and over Fairwood Common, but was a secondary and perhaps quicker
route for those who walked. In those early days of village life it was no more than a lane, a
lane of great antiquity, if it is measured by the variety of hedgerow bushes and trees found
near Olchfa Bridge. It was a narrow way passing to the north of Wimmerfield farm and,
according to hearsay, the haunt of footpads, the muggers of yesteryear. The lane’s surface
was strewn with small boulders, but was a passable walkway and bridle path.
Between Olchfa Bridge and the Railway Station six lanes joined this lane, Dunvant Lane.
One path entered from the north that was a walkway to Waunarlwydd and the area known
today as Tycoch in Sketty. Another lane was Fairy Grove Lane (later to be known as Goetre
Fach Road) that came in from the south starting at Siloam Chapel on the Gower Road. A
lane servicing Llanerch Farms and called Llanerch Lane entered from the north almost at
the point where the Goetre Fawr farm lane entered from the south. Howells Row, which also
served as a way to Goetre Bellaf farm, entered from the south and opposite Penlan farm
lane (now called Highland Terrace) was a main entrance to the Graig industrial area.
From the Railway Bridge to Three Crosses a lane came in from the Voylart, and
another from Fairwood Common, passing the Ddol area and crossing Big Field (later
known as Fairwood Road). A third lane entered the lane, nowadays called Killan Road, from
Gowerton. This lane, known as Cwm yr Ywch (the valley of the wild boar) comes from the
Bishwell area where in its first part was known as Donkey Lane. Along this route, and then
along Dunvant lane to Olchfa Bridge and Gower Road, the cockle ladies of Penclawdd
walked to sell their foodstuff in Swansea in the 19 th century and earlier.
With village life starting there came a demand for surface levelling to make for easier
passage. However, as we shall discover, this civic amenity was slow in being carried out.
Such was the movement of heavy loads, stone, brick, and coal etc. by horse and cart that
no matter how level the surface was the weight on the cart wheels was such that the wheels
would cut into any surface causing ruts and so on. Until the coming of the motorised vehicle
there was no need to keep a level surface if, as soon as it was laid down, the horse and cart
would start surface destruction.
Towards the end of 1891, when the village had been established for some 20 years a
letter in the ‘Cambrian Daily Leader’ called attention to the filthy state of the roads in
Dunvant asking that the area should get some attention remarking that with all haulage
done towards the railway sidings there was no repair and the roads were a perfect
nuisance.
A little while later another letter stated ‘after the rain it became quite impossible to
walk without sinking over the boots in mud’ and called for employers of cart movement to
contribute towards the upkeep of the roads in Dunvant. Again in 1903 another letter
expressed the thoughts of those living in the Voylart it reads thus
‘Sir, Please allow me to call your attention to the extremely bad state of the Dunvant
roads, and especially that known as the Voylart Road. This particular road is situated in the
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parish of Llanrhidian, and has about 60 houses bordering on it, whilst some more are being
erected. This fact alone, I think, should be sufficient to ensure to the people a descent
roadway. Just now, the Voylart road is fit neither for man nor beast to walk over. It is simply
a series of mud pools from one end to the other, the mud is inches deep, and one can look
in vain for a square foot of dry ground. It is a shame to see little children daily wading ankle
deep through the mud pools on their way to school, where they will have to sit again for
another couple of hours in wet boots, and often wet stockings. This must seriously affect the
health of the children. But cannot something be done? The Gower District Council has been
approached. A committee was formed and deputed to inspect the road. They reported to the
effect that it was in a very bad state of repair, and that it was too narrow in some places.
The DC, I suppose has somewhere in the archives at Penmaen a byelaw, which states that
no road will be taken over unless it is 18 foot wide. To meet this, therefore, the ratepayers
promised to take down the fences (where needed) and give the necessary land free,
provided the council would undertake to build up those fences again. And there the matter
stands. I venture to think that the question has been shelved. We need not speak of War
Office red tape. Let us look nearer home. The Gower DC has only recently been asking for
powers to spend about £20,000 for the purpose of widening the Gower roads! Yet they
begrudge spending a cent on a road, which is a disgrace to the neighbourhood. I may point
out, too, that in this district the rates are higher than any other district in Gower (with one
exception, perhaps). But the members of this august body prefer ‘taking over’ roads in
Gower proper (Dunvant is on the outskirts) where there are only a few houses. In
conclusion, I venture to suggest that, to ameliorate the state of things, all roads should be
placed under a wider authority, and that is the county council. Then every application would
be considered on its merits. Yours etc. A ratepayer.
This rather alarming letter received a reply to the effect that the council has no power
to take the road over, as it did not comply with the bye-laws. It was suggested that if the
people would arrange to put the road in order before the council took it over, they would be
sure of a good road in perpetuity. However in June 1904 a committee appointed to inquire
into the construction of a new road at the Voylart met with the district surveyor (Mr Gordon
Bowen) and Councillor D.H.Williams where it was learnt that the Gower District Council,
with the sanction of the Local Government Board, had decided to spend £150 on the
construction of this road. This was the first time that the Local Government Board had
allowed expenditure of money on any road not a district road.
Unfortunately early in January 1907 the Voylart Road again came under attack with
the news that although being taken over by the council a few months previously it was still
unusable. In some places the mud was ankle deep and it was impossible for children
attending school travelling that way to arrive without having damp feet. The delay was firmly
placed on the authority for not appointing a successor to the late Mr, Bowen, District
Surveyor.
During the times of the Voylart Road story there was also another saga unfolding
concerning a route to Gowerton. The positioning of Ebenezer Chapel in 1872 (see
Early Days of Religious Awareness) demanded a pathway from Dunvant Lane across the
stream and the railway sidings to get to the chapel and Walters Row (although this group of
houses could have been reached from the railway station). The pathway was not a planned
affair, more was it a pathway built up of usage and I am sure that from time to time the
residents of the village would fill in the undulating pathway with ashes from coal burnt in the
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homes near by. Emery states that there was a footbridge over Dyfnant brook that was in
need of repair in 1697 and was probably in this area.
In 1903 we learn of the proposal to build a completely new road that would link
Dunvant to Gowerton directly. The usual route at that time between the two places, other
than the railway line, was Dunvant to Three Crosses and then to Gowerton. The proposed
new route was to follow broadly the established route of today along Garrod Avenue. It
appears that the landowners over whose land the road was to go were in favour of the
venture and were willing to give, free of cost, the necessary land for the roadway. But things
were not as simple as that. A debate followed as to the most practicable route the road
should take. The sticking point was at the Gowerton end where there were two suggested
routes: one going alongside the County School and the other to route it under the railway
bridge at the Bishwell and then into Waunarlwydd Road. A highway surveyor was asked to
prepare a report and with it a rough plan of the proposed route. Wait, further difficulties lay
ahead. Part of Dunvant was in the Cockett Parish Council and this Council’s thinking was
that although it had much sympathy with the Dunvant-Gowerton road project there were
several like schemes within their district that needed similar consideration; Cockett to
Fforest Fach for instance… and what about Gowerton to Penclawdd? A number of schemes
were submitted for evaluation in this area of Glamorganshire.
To strengthen the desire for the new road citizens of the area put on record their thoughts
and wishes viz:
Gowerian’, a medical man, says: I have always maintained that the marvellous marine and
sylvan beauties and health benefits possessed by the Gower peninsula, not to mention its
rare historical and archaeological associations, its rich field for geological, biological and
palaeontological research, would remain practically unknown as long as Swansea
neglected to assist Gower and its adjacent districts in the matter of highway construction
and improved facilities for travelling. It should not be forgotten that were Gower adequately
advertised in England, Swansea would derive a handsome recompense from the large
influx of visitors which would ensue, some as temporary holidaymakers, others as
permanent residents..…
‘A local surveyor’ says: A few years ago I prepared plans for a road from the Woodlands,
Gowerton to Dunvant. The district council rejected the scheme on the alleged ground that
the road was too narrow, but it afterwards turned out that their surveyor was in error. It is a
curious commentary on the action of the district council that they should now have adopted
plans identically the same as those returned a year or two ago. I am of the opinion that the
new road would not cost more than £2,000, exclusive of land purchase, legal charges, etc.
The route is fairly level all the way, and it is almost in a straight line. It would run by way of
Woodlands Terrace, skirting the LNWR line past Messrs. Williams’s foundry, after clearing
which it would join the present turnpike road at Dunvant. Asked his opinion regarding the
suggested further highway undertaking to Penclawdd…(he said) I have often wondered why
the L&NW Company does not open up the Gower peninsula from Mumbles Road and
Gowerton
‘Resident’, who is a contractor, says: While the council is about it they might just as well
continue the new road as far as Killay. I think the council might advantageously construct
new roads from Gowerton to Penclawdd, Three Crosses, and Waunarlwydd. A road from
Dunvant to the last mentioned place, via the old Bishwell colliery, would be of inestimable
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service. At present Dunvant is isolated; it possess valuable mineral resources, which cannot
be developed to the advantage of the surrounding district owing to the inaccessibility of the
place. Such a system of highways would cost about £12,000 – a sum which may appear to
be large, but which would become a mere fraction to the units of the county ratepayers,
while it would fructify exceedingly in the time to come. (Cambrian Daily Leader 18 th March
1903)
In 1904 the Dunvant- Gowerton route was surveyed and market out, but not
sanctioned. Mr Thomas Williams, of the Iron Foundry, said that the suggested route of the
new road would be detrimental to their interests as it would depreciate the value of the
property and also interfere with their business. So there was little hope of the venture being
pursued at that time.
During the Christmas Holiday in 1907 a number of men – mostly miners and
members of Ebenezer chapel- took it upon themselves to do something about the pathway
from Dunvant Road to Ebenezer Chapel, a distance of about 60 metres. This route was
situated mainly in the Llanrhidian Parish, and crossed over the Killan Colliery sidings.
Because of this crossing with its enormous traffic of coal, brick and stone etc. the pathway
got into a dreadful state at some times, and in the winter people who had to go that way
were ankle deep in mud and slush. The Gower District Council had promised to take it over
and maintain it, provided it was first of all in a good state of repair. Hence the Christmas
holiday labour. Tons of stone, ashes etc (all given free) were deposited and the roadway
was raised six to seven feet with a retaining wall on the one side.
The district councillors Mr Evans (manager of Killan Colliery and part owner) and Mr
George of Killay inspected the work done. Unfortunately they were of the opinion that what
had been accomplished was not up to standard and so the promise to upkeep it was
revoked, much to the disappointment of those who had taken part in the labour. Public
pressure on this issue brought about a meeting in Ebenezer vestry in May of that year the
purpose of the meeting to induce the district council to take over the pathway from Dunvant
Road, passed Ebenezer Chapel, to the end of Walters Row as a public highway. Further
work had been and was being carried out on the roadway, over 200 tons of ballast was
being delivered in order to bring the road to its proper gradient. The support of the LNWR
Co was being actively pursued. This was successfully accomplished, the ratepayers made
up the road to the satisfaction of the borough surveyor and that part of the roadway was
adopted as a public highway,
In 1912 during an industrial strike in the coal industry Aeron Thomas of Swansea
employed several local men to excavate the foundations of the proposed road to Gowerton
from the end of Walters Row. The route had been surveyed and marked out; the
landowners were still willing to support the project by giving the land free. Unfortunately the
owners of the Iron Foundry once again objected to the proposed route and what little work
was done was abandoned.
World War I came and went….. the new road to Gowerton was opened in 1923,
twenty years after it was first proposed as an asset for all.
Prior to the 1900’s Dunvant Road (Lane) and Killan Road had also received scant
treatment in its maintenance. Used by horse and cart, a narrow pavement on one of its
sides, overhung by trees and bushes, the road did not present an ideal route way. Indeed
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parents were so fearful of their children becoming victims of accidents from sliding wheels
or flaying hoofs or falling foul of the muddy, wet conditions that the children were instructed
to take an alternative route to their school other than Dunvant Road. This route left the road
at the bottom of ‘Johnny’s Hill’ near the railway station and then moved behind Station Row
and Company Terrace kept parallel with Dunvant Road to re-enter at a point opposite St.
Martin’s Church (parts of this route can be seen today near the V.G.Stores in the Derlwyn
Estate and by a five bar gate on Dunvant Road now as an entrance to a newly built house
opposite the garage).
In those days the village could be considered really isolated because of the state of
the roads, and if anyone wanted to travel then the railway line was the only choice to take.
The coming of the motorcar, and its demand for a macadamised surface, was the
impetus to bring improvement to the roads in the area. Among the first motorcars recorded
in the area was that being driven by a Swansea football player whose car collapsed at the
top of Killay Hill and he and his fellow footballers had to walk back to Swansea. That
happened in 1901.
It was in the later part of that decade that the roadmen came to Dunvant and
surfaced Dunvant Road/Killan Road and it was at this time that the ‘Dunvant Inn’became
known as ‘The Found Out’ after the roadmen had discovered its existence. This counteracts
a piece in a written article by me in ‘The Gower Journal’ published in the summer of 1977
when I attributed the change of name to the time when the railway was being laid down,
however in 1902, recording the death of the then landlord, Mr John Isaac, the place is still
referred to as ‘The Dunvant Inn’ and so it makes more sense to attribute the change of
name to the time of the road surfacing. For those unaware of the apocryphal story
surrounding the change of name it has been held that a workman straying slightly off the
regular path found ‘the Dunvant Inn’ and was so taken with his discovery that he ran down
Killan Road to his workmates for them to share in his knowledge by shouting ‘Found Out.
Found Out!’ thus, eventually, the change in name.
Goetre Fawr Road was the lane leading from Siloam Chapel, Killay passed Goetre
Fawr Farm to enter Dunvant Road. This lane was used as a quicker way to reach the
Gower Road than that of Goetre Fach Road if you were moving from Dunvant railway
station. At the Dunvant end of the lane a little of its length had been developed by the
building of Hall Terrace, and at the Killay end there was a gate across the lane. It is said that
this gate was only opened for the passing of a deceased, brought from Dunvant, to be
buried in Siloam graveyard, although with the demands of the farm nearby this would seem
to be somewhat awry. It wasn’t until the 1920’s that the housing along most of this road
became into being. Whereas Goetre Fach Road (previously Fairy Grove Lane) was
considered the main way of reaching the village now known as Killay and the Gower road.
Why this was so is to do with the watercourse known as Y Pistyll (the stream). This stream
started in the region of the Llanerch farms (nowadays Gwelfor on the Derlwyn Estate) and
ran across and down through the Wimmerfield area to cross Goetre Fach near its junction
with Gower Road through the Siloam graveyard and then crossing Goetre Fawr road at a
point near the entrance to the present day doctor’s surgery and the traffic crossing.
In the late 1960’s Dunvant Road going westward from its junction with Goetre Fach
Road to the top of Dunvant Hill, near the entrance to the newly built Broadmead estate, had
a facelift. The road was widened to almost twice its original width. Many frontages of the

The Story of Dunvant.
houses built alongside the road were curtailed in size in order to widen the road and to put
down pavements along certain stretches of the new roadway. Original hedgerows were
taken up in places so that the work could be completed and for the first time in the history of
village and school the children could walk to school along a pavement set apart from the
road. A few years later the road widening was extended to encompass Dunvant Road from
the top of Wimmerfield Avenue to Goetre Fach Road. As from 1960 when the first of the
many estates in the area was laid down (see 1960 onward) the road network within them
are able to accommodate three widths of motorcar and so afford no problems. Walter Row
was made up to a tar macadam surface in the 1980’s and Llanerch Lane in 2000 A D.
Leaving Highland Terrace, which passes Penlan farm and so to the Graig, as the only rough
surfaced way on the east side of Dunvant.
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Utilities – water and sewage, gas and electricity.
Water.
The early villagers used the local springs, streams and wells for their water supply.
Today we have become accustomed to having water supplied into our houses and so it is
very hard to imagine how those early villagers were able to carry out there daily lives with
the source of water outside the house and some distance away from the house. If we look
at the centre of the village, that is where the railway station was and where the earliest
houses were built then the spring most used was a little south of the railway bridge next to
the railway line. This meant that someone had to visit this area at least once a day, but in all
probability far more than once, and carry water back to the home. There were other springs
in the Voylart, Brynaeron and in the fields of Goetre Bellaf Farm. These springs and others
can be found marked in on the Ordnance Survey Map 6 inches to a mile, Sheet SS 59 SE
and Glamorgan Sheet XXIII N W .The purity of such water would be doubtful and,
depending on the individual household, the water would be boiled before using it for
drinking.
In the area known as Wellfield in the Derlwyn estate was a naturally formed well and
here was another source of water. It was also the site where dry weather washing of clothes
took place, as was the small stream called Y Pistyll that ran near the Llanerch farms before
flowing southward into the Wimmerfield area.
Later in village life the supply of piped water became a reality alongside the major
road through the village and here and there standpipes were erected for the supply of
water. However this was not to be until 1907 when the Swansea Rural District Council
invited tenders for the laying of a 4” water main and this did not include the west side of
Dunvant. This was pointed out in the November of that year when it was stated that ‘ The
scarcity of water for domestic purposes is keenly felt in the Voylart district.’ And it was felt
that the number of residents there deserved better consideration from the District Council. It
was also pointed out that earlier that year an outbreak of scarlet fever had occurred in the
locality and it was feared that under the unsanitary conditions that they were living in a
further outbreak of the disease could happen.
A plea was also made to Llanrhidian parish council for the supply of water to be
introduced into the new houses being built at that time (March, 1908) along upper Killan
Road (then known as Crwys Road) and the other houses already established in that area.
Again a fear of fever was put forward as a possible result of the lack of good domestic
water.
At the inaugural meeting of the Sketty Ward Ratepayers Association in June 1909,
which took place in Dunvant Wesleyan Chapel, it was stated that a promise from the district
council to place a standpipe near the Dunvant Parsonage had been withdrawn. As Parish
Councillor Mr. David Davies said ‘It is ridiculous that we pay water rates and yet have to
walk half a mile for water.’ In a reply from the district council it was stated that they did not
intend to erect any more standpipes, but were prepared to put water in the house.
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Swansea town, at that time, had recently brought into operation the Cray reservoir at the
top of the Swansea Valley (1906) and that together with the reservoirs at Brynmill,
Cwmdonkin, Velindre and the Upper Lliw there was an ample supply of water.
This promise was for that part of Dunvant to the east of the railway station. The other side of
the village fared very badly in comparison.
Cambrian Daily Leader in March 1928 published a report on that part of Dunvant,
which was under the administration of Gower Rural District Council. In the report it quotes a
local resident who said that speaking of the Voylart, Killan Road and Brynaeron areas life
was very unsatisfactory. There was little general cleaning of the area and little wonder it was
being called Dirty Dunvant. The ash cart hardly ever called to clear away the residue from
the coal fires that provided heating and cooking. His solution was to bury the ashes in his
garden or nearby. There were no sanitary conveniences, no electric light, and no gas. There
was one water tap between all of those living in his row of houses. There was no public
convenience. The roads in the Gower Council section were in a terrible condition. He
maintained that if it was not for the rail and bus services to Swansea town they might be
living back in the Middle Ages. This was very annoying in so much as in the Swansea
borough area people were treated far more favourably.
In his description of that part of the village the ‘Leader’ journalist thought that he
probably saw Dunvant at its worst for the sky was grey, the clayey hills on which the
straggling houses are built looked depressed under their scraggy covering of brown scrub
and despondent trees. The lower part of Dunvant, which came under the Gower Council
area, was built around an oozing muddy swamp, still called with some irony ‘The Meadow’,
and was bisected by a reddish-coloured stream. On the sloping banks of this swamp were
tins by the hundreds. Tins of all sorts and sizes. Some were fairly new while others were
corroded and broke to pieces on being kicked. Among the tins were piles of paper gone
yellow and rotten with exposure, an old mackintosh coat, a sack, rotten oranges, iron,
cardboard boxes, an oil drum, a biscuit tin, and thickly covering the lot ashes and cinders in
a quantity that suggested they had been dumped there over a long period of time. The
dwelling houses and small shops face this swamp and several other dumps as well as the
hillsides were in a similar state. The roadside hedges were dirty with pieces of paper that
clung to the grasses and bushes and rustled in the chill march wind. No wonder the local
resident was depressed by life in that part of the village for the report in the ‘Leader’ is not a
flattering one for Dunvant in 1928.

Sewage.
The problem of human waste was solved in the usual way by digging a pit a little
distant from the house (at the top of the garden) with a wooden structure over it for privacy.
This pit was used until nearly full when it was then filled in with soil (some added lime) and
another pit was dug nearby for use. This operation was replaced in the early part of the last
century in parts of the village by ‘the drum’. The drum was a horse and cart that called at
the house and into it was shovelled the human soil. Its weekly visit to the village was on
Saturday night. This timing gave rise to the fact that organised dances finished well before
midnight so that the dancers could get back inside their houses before the smell of the drum
fouled the air.
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In 1934 parts of Dunvant were added to the Swansea sewerage system whereby
human soil was drained away to the recently constructed centre under Mumbles Head. The
contractors for this work being Sir William Prescott and Company and the 9” sewer pipe can
still be seen running down the Valley from Dunvant Railway Bridge.
However as late as the 1950’s the drum was still in operation and its contents were spread
over Sanders fields (now the site of Dylan Road and Landore Avenue in Killay) and later
ploughed into the ground.

Gas.
The Swansea gas works commenced to manufacture and supply gas in 1821 long
before the village of Dunvant was established. That being so then it could be expected that
as soon as the village settled down the gas street lighting would be in place. Not a bit of it.
During the 19th century there was no street lighting as such and if anyone was to travel at
night then they would have to carry their own light, generally an oil lamp.
The need for street lighting became more of an issue in the following century. In 1907 there
was much agitation for street lighting and it was rumoured in that year that Killan Colliery
Company would shortly be asked to tender an estimate for supplying electric light for the
neighbourhood, and out of that grew a demand for street lighting. Which was not to be …
yet.
Like most other things gas came to the Swansea borough side of the village and then
stopped at the railway bridge, which was the boundary between the two authorities. Those
in the Gower R.D.C. did not enjoy this feature.

Electricity
Late in the year 1900 Electricity became available for public and private purposes
being generated at the electricity Station in the Strand, Swansea. It was on the first day of
April 1933 that the South Wales Evening Post wrote that electricity was coming to Dunvant
shortly
.
Before that in Dunvant east gas mantles glowed of an evening to supply light, but in
Dunvant west it was a case of candles, paraffin oil lamps and battery torches for the supply
of their light. Many households went to bed when the fire in the hearth died down and the
light from that source was too meagre to be able to see with.
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Dunvant in and around 1900
Today the newly arrived resident of Dunvant would be hard pressed to image what
the village looked like at the beginning of the 20 th century. Today the ‘so called’ village is a
collection of building estates tacked on to the main road running through from Killay to
Three Crosses. The estates and infilling of vacant lots on the main road are post World War
II developments. Take away these buildings and Dunvant village can be seen to have been
a collection of houses –some detached, others in rows of not more than twelve- that
ribboned the through road.
The Tithe Map of the 1840’s shows three houses on Dunvant road: one being on the
corner where now stands the garage and two others situated opposite the present day
‘Hungry Horse’,
Whereas in Dunvant West, apart from the farms, three houses are in the Voilart as it
bends to go towards Fairwood Road, one on Fairwood Road, two on Cwm yr Hwch lane
and the cottages known as the Ddol. The national census of 30th March 1851, reference
H.O. 107/2465 confirms that the Ddol was occupied by the Jeffreys family, John, Ann, Ruth,
Isaac, Jacob and Catherine with William Williams in the employ of the family.
The 1877/78 survey map of Dunvant shows some 70 buildings in the village area;
40 in Dunvant east and the rest in Dunvant west, and this map which was revised in
1896/7increases the number of buildings to about 100 with development on Voilart, Killan
and Fairwood Road clearly indicated.
At the turn of the century Dunvant was a thriving industrial village with the local labour
taken up with coal mining, railway working and the other small industries mentioned in a
previous article. This photograph shows an amount of industrial activity. In the foreground
are rail wagons on a siding at the bottom of the Graig, the middle line is the main line from
Swansea and the top line shows coal wagons that have come from the Killan Colliery
passing Ebenezer Chapel.
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The photograph is taken from the Graig overlooking the central railway line with the station
on the far left. To the right back can be seen the curve of Walter’s Road and in the fore
ground coal trucks on the Graig itself. Central back shows the few houses on Killan Road.

The village at that time was mainly Welsh speaking, some English was spoken, and
when time allowed the social life was concentrated on religious establishments, the shop,
the school and, now and again, the railway station (especially on Saturday morning when a
trip to Swansea shops and market was being taken).

Market Day?
Ebenezer Chapel had developed into its present day structure in 1893. St Martin’s
Church of England had opened in 1897 and there was a Chapel of uncertain
denomination….news paper reports refer to it as Wesleyan, but the 1895/7 ordnance survey
map labels it Methodist….half way down Dunvant Hill.
There were a few shops in the village – Dan Collins’ fruit shop where now stands ‘The
Hungry Horse’; Jane Prothero’s shop in Company Row; Johnny Jones’ Penlan Stores,
established in 1865, together with his bakery-perhaps the major shopping outlet in the
village; the Post office near the railway bridge; Elliott’s draper shop on Killan road; Elliott’s
general stores in the same area, Johnny Jones’ Big Field Stores (where St Martin’s Church
today stands) and ‘The Dunvant Inn’, host John Isaacs, nowadays the site of ’The Found
Out’.

Penlan Stores
The remains of the bake house off
Highland Terrace behind Penlan Stores.
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The village was small in size, reasonably confined in terms of space and the villagers
had developed a strong sense of community spirit centered on religion with educational
aspirations highly praised. The normal everyday life was one of much hard work and little
time for leisure. For the male a case of being up early and in work by six in the morning to
spend his day in a physically demanding job where the strength of his body supplied most
of the power to hew coal, forge iron, dress rock or transport clay. In the evenings a large
garden plot would occupy a number of them and there was always the upkeep of their daily
working tools to be seen to as well as adding to the weekly cook pot by catching a rabbit.
For the lady, besides all the hundred and one things that the children and family called for
her to do, the upkeep of the house was also physically demanding. Preparation of meals
was done on an open coal fire with adjoining oven with a day set aside for baking. The coal
ashes produced a household dust that demanded daily attention and the use of blacklead
on the grate and whitewash on the hearth gave to that area an appearance of cleanliness
that deteriorated during the day as the coal dirt built up. A day in the week was set aside for
washing, as was one for ironing, and life in the home revolved around the activity set aside
for that day. Late afternoon an amount of water was heated for the man of the house to
wash away the grime of the day in sink or bath, usually placed before the fireplace. In the
evening when all daily chores had been completed the lady then set to knitting or repairing
clothes in preparation for the new day.
There were, however, high spots in the week-to-week routine. One such was the
burning of tar barrels on Guy Fawkes Night in the area of the Meadow and another was the
annual Sunday Schools’ outing when most of the villagers went by train to the Mumbles
area for a grand day out. Then again Christmas, Easter and Whitsun were also times for
celebration. Occasionally a grand concert would be held in either the Chapel or the School.
Reading through the programme on offer and judging in the light of today’s standard of
entertainment it appears very quaint and old fashioned.
Here is a sample programme from the area as reported in ‘The Cambrian’ April 1897.

Miscellaneous Concert.
A grand concert of vocal and instrumental music took place on
Thursday evening under the chairmanship of the Rev.E.W.Bolney, M.A., Sketty. The
following is the programme of the concert:
Part 1.
Address by the Chairman
Pianoforte solo…… …..................................Miss Potter
March……….................................................Day Scholars
Song ‘Life is a Battle’ (Mattack)….............…Mr Ben Richards
March…….................................................…Infants
Song ‘ Love could I only tell thee’ (Capil)… Mr A. Williams
Banjo solo…..................…
.....Miss Potter
Song…............................…
.Miss L.Thomas
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Comic Solo ‘All through the Night’…........….Mr William Jones
Recitation… ‘Bed Time’……........................ Infants
Song……...........................…..................... ..Miss R.Howell
Violin Solo…...................
…….Miss Potter
Song……...................
........…..Miss F.Hoskins
Part Song ‘Don’t forget the old folk’
…....Killay Party
Part 2
Selection…............................................…….Bishopston Rectory Orchestra
Song………........................…........................Mr I. Walters
Violin Solo…….................... ….................….Master Ivor Richards
Song and chorus…..................................…..Miss L.Thomas
Violin Obligatto………................................…Miss Potter
String Quartet…….................................…….Dunvant Party
Song ‘I love a life upon the seas’…...........….Mr Ben Richards
Pianoforte duet…...........................................the Misses Potter
Grand Finale…............................................…God Save the Queen
Read what you will into the programme but for the villagers at that time it was a grand
night out and according to the report ‘The Dunvant String Quartet proved themselves a
great success’
Another activity in the village at this time was that of being a member of a
temperance lodge.
Again from ‘The Cambrian Daily Leader’ we read
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Anniversary of the Rose Lodge.
The first anniversary of ' The Rose of Dunvant’ Lodge was celebrated the
other day, when a large number of members of the Swansea temperance
lodges and other friends took advantage of the beautiful weather to pay a
visit to the village. A juvenile temple is held in connection with the LOGT
lodge at Dunvant, and, although only started about twelve months since,
it has at present over 150 members. The celebrations commenced with a
social tea meeting, held in Ebenezer chapel, the tables being presided
over by the lady members of the lodge. This being over a procession was
formed, which consisted of the members of the different lodges, the
‘Rising Star’ Juvenile Temple, Dunvant, and the members of the newly
formed Band of Hope at Three Crosses. The procession proceeded
through the village singing several well-known hymns. Having returned to
Ebenezer Chapel, a short address was delivered in the open by one of
the speakers engaged for the evening meeting. Afterwards the evening
service commenced… Mr Stephen Williams – Band of Hope, Three
Crosses – Mrs Gwyneth Vaughan (Caernarfon) - £150 million spent on
drink in 1896 – suffering – evil results &c. &c
There were activities contrary to those expressed by the temperance movement of
course especially centered around The Dunvant Inn and one can but muse on the report of
the death of the landlord at that time, Mr John Isaac. It referred to his long association with
the village. A self-educated man he was said to be a remarkable good scholar; he was fond
of reading French literature, French being his favourite study. He had visited the United
States of America earlier in his life. A sidesman at St Martin’s Church it was said that he
would be greatly missed for his versatility and kindness of heart.
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The Found Out.

An incident from this time, which can be described as apocryphal, that is of doubtful
authority concerns the custom of keeping sheets in the Post Office. These sheets were
used by the villagers to place their dead on - so that the dead body would not sully the
house’s normal sheets. They were kept in a cupboard on the landing of the Post Office
outside the Postmaster’s bedroom.
Early one morning the knocking on the front door immediately below his bedroom
awakened the Postmaster. Going to the window he called out to find who was there. He
was informed that an old resident of the village had died and the caller had come for the
sheets. The postmaster busied himself getting the sheets and went downstairs to the front
door to find that there was no one at the door. Much annoyed he went back to bed.
The following morning during the time the post office was open the person who had
supposedly died came into the shop. Naturally the Post Master recounted the incident and
news of the happening spread through the village accompanied by some humour.
However, the following week at approximately the same time of night the Post Master was
again called from his slumbers by the news that the elderly gentleman had died and the
sheets were being requested………and this time it was true.
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The present day site of the first post office in the village. It was an end
cottage of a row of six and is now a pretty patch of primroses every spring
next to the railway bridge on Dunvant Hill. The postmaster's family house
was separate from the terrace row and stood nearer the railway bridge, it
was slightly bigger than the terraced houses.
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Religion in the Area.
Ebenezer Chapel, Dunvant.
As Dunvant village came into being the early settlers had to walk to Three Crosses,
Gowerton or Sketty for religious outlets. Although the people of that time were very used to
walking such distances it became apparent that there was a need for religious buildings in
the village area. At this time there was a number of religious revivals in the South Wales
area, and it became customary to hold pray meetings and bible study meetings in homes.
Penlan farm and Walters Row are the most likely places where such meetings were held.
As for the language used it is possible that either Welsh or English was spoken because of
the influx of families from Bristol and the West Country.
The first permanent building was built on land given by Thomas Walters of Bevexe
Farm. This was in the year 1872 and was called Dunvant Independent Chapel. Locally it
was known as Y Ysgoldy, the schoolroom, and was about half the size of the present day
vestry of Ebenezer Chapel. The small building had an earth floor with a stone slab set in the
middle to be the base for a slow black stand up combustion stove.
The Revd. J. Lloyd Jones from Three Crosses guided and administered the small
community once a month.
A decision was reached early in its life that the chapel would hold services in both
English and Welsh despite great opposition from those who spoke Welsh because of the
strong ties with the Welsh language in the village.
In 1876 the first permanent minister was appointed, Revd. William Thomas. It was
unfortunate that Mr Thomas lost his son through illness while in Dunvant. The child was the
first to be buried in the graveyard next to the chapel. This upset caused Mr Thomas and
family to move to another living in Merthyr Tydfil.
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The Schoolroom with a later addition
It speaks volumes about the use made of the chapel when a few years later Y
Ysgoldy gave way to Y Capel Haiarn, the Iron Chapel. This chapel was built adjoining the
schoolroom and the labour for the building was provided free of charge by the local workers
– colliers, railway men, quarrymen, brick workers, farm labourers etc gave of their time. The
chapel was built on an incline and had an under floor basement which was occupied a little
later on by the caretaker and his family, Mr and Mrs Roderick
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Y Capel Haiarn, the Tin Chapel. (centre left)
As time passed the Chapel began to be the social, cultural and on times political
centre of the village. Music figured largely in the weekly activities held in the chapel.
The Chapel was fortunate in having two accomplished musicians in its gathering – Dafydd
Jones (d.1888) and John Francis (d. 1909). The chapel also was blessed with a number of
devout people who showed great leadership and so it was that in 1889 the Revd. Glandwr
Davies was invited to take pastoral charge. The Revd. Davies had been Minister of Seion
Congregational Church in Swansea. That church was being taken down to make way for a
road widening scheme and so it was opportune for Revd. Davies to move and become
Ebenezer’s second Minister.
During the time we have reviewed the village grew a little bigger and so it became
obvious that the Tin Chapel was inadequate – so many calls were being made on its
meagre amenities. Once more a bold decision was taken which was to dismantle the Iron
Chapel and build in its place a bigger, better stone chapel. The Revd. Evan Davies’
background was invaluable at this juncture for his past experiences had given him a
working knowledge of the building trade and so was able to deal with many aspects of the
construction. The stone came from the local quarries given freely by their owners – Samuel
Jones and Samuel Griffiths. Thomas Walters and Samuel Jones provided horses for carting
the stone and the members, both male and female, loaded and unloaded the stone for their
church. A local stonemason was employed to build the chapel. Its design was similar to
many chapels in the area. It seated around 500 people on two floors – a gallery running
around three sides. It has a high pulpit and a good ceiling. This new ‘Big Chapel’ was lit with
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oil lamps whereas the previous buildings made do with candlelight. It also boasted a new
harmonium.

The Big Chapel.

1874 saw the opening of the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel on Dunvant Hill, little higher
up the hill than Penlan Stores on the opposite side of the road. It did not prosper and was
bought by Samuel Jones on behalf of the Trustees of Ebenezer Chapel and that hall
became a schoolroom, meeting place, committee room, rehearsal hall and young people’s
club. It was taken down in the middle 1960’s and Brownies met there each week during its
last decade. Behind this hall the first manse was built.
Today it is a private house.
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Site of the Wesleyan Chapel
The old Manse can be seen behind.

The religious revival of 1904 –05, led by Evan Roberts of Loughor, called for much
examination of the ways the churches of Wales, and in particular South Wales, conducted
their worship. This led to a slight dissent amongst the congregation, but fortunately was
resolved in a matter of months.
Towards the end of that first decade in the twentieth century Revd, Evan Davies
retired. (He was to live in the village until his death in 1938 joinery being his hobby).
At the beginning of the twentieth century the chapel lighting was by acetylene piped into the
chapel from an outside generator. This method gave way to electricity supplied from the
Killan Colliery. The company, as an acknowledgement of its gratitude, offered this power
free because so many colliery men with their families worshipped there.

Rev. William Glasnant Jones.
William Glasnant Jones was appointed minister at Ebenezer in 1911.. As a youth he had
been a miner. He was ordained in 1893 and had spent time in both English and Welsh
chapels before coming to Dunvant.

.
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Ebenezer Chapel from the railway bridge at the time of Glasnant’s appointment
The appointment of Reverend Glasnant Jones proved to be an excellent choice for
under his leadership Ebenezer became the cultural centre of the village. Years later
Professor Beynon, who grew under Glasnant’s tutelage, made the remark to the effect that
in his youth the world had the Fabian George Bernard Shaw, but he had Glasnant Jones.
Living in the spacious (for that time) manse with his family, he had two sons Iowerth and
Gwent, his interest in his village flock was felt by all. Strong minded his religion was always
first and foremost in all his dealings.
Economically the village prospered during the 1914 –1918 period, but for Glasnant it
was the passing away of 7 young men buried in France that saddened him most for he
revelled in his work with the youth of the village.
During the war years the membership of the chapel was around 400, but after the war years
receded in time the membership fell
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Going home from Chapel - Mid 1920’s
In 1920 membership stood at 300, which gave a yearly income of £550, however the
chapel was in debt to the sum of £700. The minister’s salary was £232 per annum.
In 1937 with a membership of 340 the receipts were below £500 and a debt of £550
with the minister receiving £212 per annum this shows a drop of £20 over the seventeen
years.

+
Ebenezer Chapel from ‘the square’
During those intervening years with the Miner’s strike of 1921 and the general strike
of 1926 the village suffered greatly (see The Depression Years) and such degradation
weakened the social and religious structure of the village. Trying as those times were from
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out of the chapel membership came three young men who became internationally known in
their field of activity…….Ceri Richards whose artistic talent brought him the attention of a
very wide public, John Ormond Thomas whose poetic works and, later, production work in
radio and early television was very well received, and Professor Granville Beynon who
became a leading authority of that part of space known as the troposphere and was
knighted for his scientific work. The chapel also rejoiced in the talents of John Thomas, who
was a first class musician and organist, Digby Jones, Thomas Roderick and T.C.Richards,
father of Ceri Richards. Another growing talent at that time was Doctor Gwent Jones (read
The Depression Years).

Dunvant Square from above Ebenezer Chapel
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The Rev Glasnant retired in 1941, such was the warmth of affection for this
gentleman that the chapel insisted that he be an Emeritus pastor which is a very high
honour indeed being honourably discharged from his duties as their minister. That year his
sons were appointed deacons of the chapel.
On the down side the chapel was still in debt to the sum of £880.
A new minister was sought, but before this was done the diaconate, which included
Emrys Bevan, Cyril Lewis and John Thomas ’Tenor’ (a name to distinguish him from the
organist of the same name) determined to clear the debt held. Gift days were organised as
well as other ways in which to raise money and the debt was cleared in 1942.
In the ten years that followed Ifor M Edwards and D Byron Evans were appointed, but
both men remained for only a short while. Membership grew to 379 in 1947, but the
minister’s salary remained unchanged, as it had been for the last thirty years.
During this time the first deaconesses were appointed Mrs Catherine Jeffreys, Postmistress
and Mrs M.G.Williams. Other appointments of note were Stan Williams replacing Digby
Jones as secretary, Cyril Lewis replacing David Davies as treasurer and Esther Thomas,
daughter of T.C.Richards was appointed organist. Many, many others of the membership
worked for and guided the chapel. A litany of their names is pointless.

Rev. Islwyn Davies.
In 1952 Rev Islwyn Davies was appointed to the ministry of the chapel. Here, as in
the case of Glasnant Jones, the diaconate struck gold. A gifted speaker with the ability to
illuminate the scriptures Islwyn soon became a father figure in the community. His guidance
was forward looking. In his time the chapel acquired the land around the old locomotive
repair shed which is used as a car park for the Chapel members. However the Chapel did
not object to the villagers using the site as a general parking space during the working
week. The meadow also became the property of the chapel when in the Ecumenical year
(1960) visiting students from elsewhere in the world carried out work. The meadow was an
eyesore and the chapel was taking steps to improve the outlook of Dunvant ‘Square’ (Later
in the 1980’s the chapel passed the meadow on to the newly formed Community Council)
As this article comes under the general heading of ’This was Dunvant’ it is too soon to
comment on the life and work of Islwyn Davies for he passed away in the year, 2003. For
me however he was the personification of what a true Christian should be in all that he said
and did. His work was God’s gift to us and he is sorely missed.
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Ebenezer Chapel 21st Century.
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St. Martin’s Church
The new village of Dunvant in the mid nineteenth century was situated in the parishes
of Llanrhidian Higher, Bishopston, Cockett and later Sketty. In those early days those who
worshipped in the Anglican Church would have walked to Sketty or Gowerton from Dunvant
to attend service. In the nearby village of Killay a small missionary service was held in the
tiny church schoolroom near to Killay railway station. Records of the activity of St Paul’s
Church, Sketty shows that such services were held on a fortnightly basis and that devout
layman led the services. These services would have been attended by Dunvant folk.
In the middle of the last decade of the nineteenth century the Church acquired ground
on Dunvant Road, and on it was built a small missionary church to serve the area. In 1897
the Right Reverend John Owen, Bishop of St David’s visited Dunvant to consecrate the
small building which stood near the junction of the then Goetre Fawr Lane and Dunvant
Road. This acknowledged temporary building, known with affection as ‘The Tin Church’ was
built at a cost of £500 and seated 300 people. It was dedicated, for reasons that are now
unclear, to the somewhat obscure St Martin of Tours. A probable solution being that the 11 th
November, the day the church was dedicated, is the day that the church remembers the
good works of St Martin.
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: Looking westward towards Dunvant Square

The first curate in charge of St Martin’s was the Rev. David Price M.A., who was followed
by: Rev Lewis Davies, 1901 – 1908
Rev Gwilym Smith, 1908 – 1911
Rev L.P.Rees, 1911 – 1914,
Rev. D.D.Jones, 1914 = 1919, and
Rev D.Eustace Jones, 1919 – 1921.
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The corrugated metal sheeting nailed to the wooden building began to show its age
after twenty years or so of constant use. Holes began to develop in its roof and walls. The
oil lamps, which gave light, were prone to going out because of the draughts. (electric light
was installed before the church closed) and it became increasingly obvious that the
building was beginning to live up to its initial description of ‘temporary ’ Perhaps this was
one of the many reasons that caused the congregation to dwindle. The Rev D. Eustace
Jones, who was associated with St Martin’s from 1919 until 1921, was accompanied by
many of his parishioners each Monday morning as he sought a solution to the problems
which the building presented in discussion with the Vicar of Sketty.
In 1921 the Rev D. Lynne Davies was appointed curate in charge of Killay and
Dunvant. The new minister subsequently often told the story of his first service in St
Martin’s, when he preached to a congregation of twelve, including the three small boys who
made up the choir. This small congregation together with the lack of any heating system
must have made a chilling welcome to the new curate. Certainly it proved sufficient
incentive to start planning immediately towards the building of a new church. An even more
urgent concern, however, was to identify additional church people who were not then
actively involved in parish affairs. Some years later the Rev Lynne Davies recalling those
times said it was fortunate for him to be directed to Dunvant railway station where he met
the stationmaster, Mr Bound. He introduced himself to Mr Bound and appealed to him to
help in building up the church in the district. Mr Bound pledged his help and before long the
membership of St Martin’s began to grow. A New Church Building Fund was launched and
monies were raised towards that goal. In 1922 a plot of land was acquired in the Killay area
and the same Bishop John Owen who had officiated at the opening of St Martin’s previously
dedicated this.
I
In the few years between this dedication and the opening of the new church, St
Hilary’s in Killay in 1926, use was made of the Church School in Killay as the centre of
Anglican worship in the area.
The ‘tin church’ was demolished by Mr W. Bourne, a scrap merchant, who used
some of the material salvaged in the construction of the house he was building in
Brynaeron and parts of the stained glass windows from the original St. Martin featured in
that house. Part of the wall of the old church was also used in the building of the house ‘St
Martins’ that now stands on the site of the old tin church.

The new St Martin’s
From 1922 until 1949 there was no Anglican Church in Dunvant. It had been
planned, many years ago, that some day a church dedicated to St Martin would return to
serve those members of the parish who lived in Dunvant. That dream became a reality in
1949. On July 26th of that year the bishop of Swansea and Brecon, the Right Reverend
E.W.Williamson dedicated the new St Martin’s. It has frequently been said that this was the
first church to be opened in Wales following the Second World War. This may well be
although it was not the first to be built for the new church was housed in a building that had
been a one time grocer’s shop. That business had ceased a few years earlier and its owner.
Mr Digby Jones sold it to the church at a small fraction of its true price. This gesture seems
to have precipitated an outpouring of generosity, which was remarkable in so much as many

The Story of Dunvant.
generous gifts were given by members from other religious centres to furnish and decorate
the church.

The second St Martin's Church on Fairwood Road

Among many who contributed to the new church one must mention the architect
responsible for the very successful remodelling, Mr. Cyril Hughes, L.R.I.B.A., who donated
his services without charge. Mr. Jeffries gave additional land for possible future expansion,
while Mrs. H.Davies made a free gift of a strip of ground for a path to permit access to the
vestry from the street. The east end window was the gift of Nurse Francis; money to buy the
pulpit was provided by Miss Padbury while Mr. Cecil Jones donated the font. But perhaps
the most remarkable of all the gifts for the new church was the bell, which was and is a
living commemoration of St Catherine’s, Swansea, a mission church destroyed in the blitz.
During the bombing its bell was blown many hundreds of feet away from the church, to be
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rescued relatively intact and donated, eventually, to St Martin’s. The little church was
transformed from its earlier fabrication into a place of worship for 80 people in six months.

Pulpit and altar

The Church Hall, Goetre Fawr Lane.
Returning to the story of the first St Martin’s Church it is usual that the church in
general has within its social structure groups of people who meet on a regular basis. The
Mothers Union, Girls Friendly Societies, Church Lads Brigade and other such organisations
are seen to be part of the ongoing life of a church. Early Dunvant was no exception. The
article on Ebenezer Chapel details the full life that the community led during the week and
so too was the desire to have a meeting place near to St Martin’s church. So it was on the
15th April, 1904 the Dunvant Parish Hall was opened. It was situated off Goetre Fawr lane.
A small way led to it from off the lane right next to the top house in Hall Terrace ( in present
day location it was where the corner garage has its car washing system) and it could be
reached from the church itself. A one story building of wood and corrugated iron very much
like the cladding on the church.
The opening day witnessed an eisteddfod with Mr E Evans from Killan Colliery as the
presiding officer, Mr J.O.Thomas the accompanist and amongst the judges was Mrs M.B.
Williams of Killay House and the Rev. W.Evans of Cwmbwrla, Swansea. The proceeds of
this event went to the Hall fund as did an amount of public subscriptions to keep the hall
running In the time of Rev Lewis Davies the hall became the centre for amusements for all
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denominations. The local soccer team was based here at that time. Later the local rugby
team and the cricket team used the premises as their base.
Dr Perkins of Sketty also used the hall to instruct in ambulance work. This yearly course
was well subscribed and in 1908 several of the candidates won gold medals at their
examination.
In its time the hall was used for a variety of activities including gymnastics ( the
gymnastic club of St Martin’s won the Tuberville Challenge Cup 1912 –13 under the
instruction of M.J.Frost), dancing, whist drives, a concert venue, a place to hold a party, and
in the 1960’s a Dunvant Junior School room.
The Sunday School met there each Sunday . In 1962 a Youth Fellowship was formed,
under the leadership of Mr and Mrs Eric Thomas , which met initial in this Church hall as did
the Young Wives and Mothers Union.
Following the pattern of the original St Martin’s Church the hall became too costly to
maintain and so it was decided to build a new hall adjacent to the 1926 built St Hilary’s
Church in Killay.
During the war years it was used as a storage unit as well as a meeting place for other
activities. Its last regular usage was that of an overflow classroom for Dunvant junior School
in the early 1960's.
The hall was taken down in the late 1960's and the site became part of the garage on the
corner of Goetre Fawr where the present day car washing facility is placed.

The Gospel Hall

The following article was written at my request .
The historical record of Dunvant Gospel Hall.
Written by
Mrs. Eluned Jarrett, Glanrhyd, 22 Voylart Rd. on the 3.6.1992, daughter of David and
Catherine Jones.
David Jones, a member of a Killay family had been saved at the age of 36 during the
1904 revival. He attended Siloam Baptist Church, Killay where he became a deacon and
also secretary of the church.

The Story of Dunvant.
He was a regular visitor at Glanrhyd, Voylart Road where elderly fellow deacon David
Hewitt had suffered a stroke and was looked after by his daughter Catherine. In 1915 David
married Catherine and set up home together in Voylart Rd.
Catherine also was a faithful member at Siloam chapel where she had a bible class for
young women. Both serious students of the scriptures they became dissatisfied with the
pattern of worship at Siloam and looked for somewhere that more nearly followed the
pattern set by the early Christians in the New Testament.
Later that year, together with a few others in the neighbourhood of like mind they started
services in their home, Bible studies, prayer meetings, and also a weekly Breaking of Bread
service where they remembered the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Unknown to them similar meetings had been established in many parts of the country
where they became known as the ‘Plymouth Brethren’. They were autonomous gatherings
and they believed in the priesthood of all believers therefore saw no need for an ordained
minister
.
News of these meetings in the Voylart spread and they were greatly helped by
brethren from Swansea, Fforest Fach, Mumbles etc. and the cottage became too small for
the numbers gathering, so they hired the old Wesleyan Chapel next to the Manse in
Dunvant Road for Sunday night gospel services, and speakers were invited from Swansea
and surrounding areas. Many local people were converted and added to the numbers. The
weekly children’s service taken by Prof. Alan Stewart of Swansea University attracted many
local children. After the Sunday night services the brethren would take banners with
scripture texts on to Dunvant Square (the local ‘Speakers’ Corner’) and preach the Gospel.
In the early part of the 1920’s the Brethren from Swansea held an annual conference on
Bank Holiday Monday on Tom Sander’s farm at Wimmerfield (where Dylan Road is now).
This attracted a large number of Christians from the Swansea area. Also in 1925 a smaller
tent was erected in Goetre Fawr Rd. (op. Goetre Fawr Farm) and two evangelists Mr.
Bernard and Mr. Norris from Cardiff held nightly meetings for quite a number of weeks. They
slept in the tent then during the day they visited the neighbourhood inviting people to their
services held in the tent each night. Many came and were converted and were added to the
growing local church.
By this time they were talking about building a hall, a place of their own for worship.
They chose a plot opposite Dunvant School and doing much of the work themselves and
employing specialists for some of the work, giving and lending of their time and money, by
1928 the Dunvant Gospel Hall was officially opened.
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The Gospel Hall Dunvant Road.

St Joachim and St Anne
Although I have taken the year 1960 as a rough marker for these articles I cannot
finish a resume of religion in the area without a mention of the Roman Catholic Church
which is to be found on the Derlwyn estate immediately behind’ The Hungry Horse,’ ( or
more appropriately The Dunvant Inn).
The church was erected in the mid 1960’s on ground behind Mr Dan Collin’s shop
and under the leadership of Father Kelly has become an established place of worship and a
social centre for the community.
Since those mid twentieth century days Father Peter Kelly has become known to all
in the village as the embodiment of all that being a Christian means : he has conducted his
work in the church and the community at large with all the tenets of his faith and through
that example brought to himself a great wealth of good feeling from all. His untiring hospital
visitations are the glowing example of his care for his fellow humans and far, far many more
than his flock has received an encouraging word as they settle down for a night in a hospital
bed.. We, the community at large, have been blessed by his presence and his guidance.
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St Joachim and St Anne
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How education developed in the area

When one looks at the history of education within the Dunvant area it becomes very
plain that, like the story of the roads and like a consideration of the utilities in the area, the
village started and grew in three different administrative areas: the parish of Llanrhidian
Higher, of Bishopston and of Cockett. Later the parish of Sketty was created and so it also
had a responsibility for part of the developing village. This diversity of administration
coloured what happened as the village became identified as a unit. We can read in ‘The
development of Roads’ how Dunvant west within Gower Rural District Council
administration (and also a part within the Llwchwr area), was not as fortunate as Dunvant
east, especially so when Dunvant east became part of the Swansea borough in 1918
To accommodate the terms of the Forster Education act of 1870, which required all
children to attend school, it became a necessity to build a school within the area. At that
time there was a small fee paying church school running near Killay railway station. This
was offered to the newly formed Board of Governors for education in the area, but was
turned down because of its small size and because it was some distance from Dunvant
village. It was hoped that the School Board for the parish of Llanrhidian Higher would
provide a school sufficient to accommodate the children of that parish (i.e. the Voylart area,
Killan Road, Big Field Terrace and Brynaeron) and also those living on the other side of the
railway bridge in the terraced rows. This was not to be for the financial resources of that
parish were stretched providing the schools for Three Crosses and others in their parish.
So it came about that the parishes of Cockett and Sketty were left to provide a school. This
they did. The first identified piece of ground for the placing of the school was on Dunvant
Road overlooking the lane to Goetre Fawr farm (now Goetre Fawr Road), but unfortunately
this was not available. In the spring of 1875 an agreement was made with Mr Richard
Richards of Llanerch farm for the purchase of an acre of his land on Dunvant lane and the
present day Dunvant Junior School began. It was designed by Mr Alfred Brooknall and built
by Mr John Llewellyn of Sketty.
The building consisted of six teaching spaces; three facing away from Dunvant lane
and looking out onto a flattened area of soil as the playground, a large teaching space
broken into two areas by a partition (which could be opened to accommodate a festival or
concert) and another classroom extending the pine end southward towards Dunvant lane
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The school opened on the 12th February, 1877 and the average attendance for the
first week was 95 pupils each day, the pupils coming from both sides of Dunvant and the
Killay area. Killay at that time was much smaller than Dunvant.
The headteacher appointed was Mr John Roach and he and his family lived in the
schoolhouse built next to the main building on its eastern side. The photograph shows this
house clearly
Mr Roach’s association with the school was long (42 years) and illustrious. He
became endeared to the hearts of all in the community and was known as ‘The Master’.
In 1879 Mrs Maria Roach was appointed headmistress of the Infant section of the school.
This section was contained within the building for a good number of years and it wasn’t until
the first decade of the 20th century that a separate building was provided for the Infant
School. This was at first called the New Classroom and was built in the girl’s playground,
later to be expanded into three classrooms and an administration room and known
affectionately as ‘The Tin Shed’.
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A plan of the two schools separated by the playgrounds.
The late Mrs Martha Nicholas, interviewed some twenty-five years ago, recalled that
Mr Roach was a ‘no nonsense’ strict man who used the cane when necessary. Indeed the
school log book records in May 1877 that Mr Roach ‘Punished Thomas and William Jones
for playing truant.’
Mrs Nicholas attended the school before the turn of the century and she painted a picture of
her time thus
‘ I was one of nine children living at that time in the Voylart and left home to get to school by
nine in the morning. The roads were covered in big pebbles with no pavement. I wore naily
boots, which went with our flannel frocks and white pinafores made by our mothers, and as
we went along the road we had to jump up on the hedge to let the carter and his horse go
by on his way to Swansea or the village.
At school there was an earth playground and Mr Roach kept his chickens here. Paraffin
lamps light the school and open fires warmed the rooms. On wet days we had tea from a
can warmed on the bars of the fire. The hall, or big room, was divided into two classrooms
and Mr Roach used to tap his desk to get silence. It only needed a tap or two and we were
all quiet. We learned the 3R’s and bits and pieces of geography, history and nature. Jane
Hoskins was our needlework mistress and with her we made pillowcases and learned how
to do button holes.
We ran home for dinner and then back again and finished the day at 4 p.m. Because I was
one of a large family my mother kept me at home to help her before I could finish school.
Aeron Rees, the boardman, spotted me hanging washing on the line. I dropped the washing
and fled indoors. Mr Rees played ’pop’ with my mother and I had to return to school for
another three months… against my will I can tell you. I wasn’t the only one in the village
who stayed away from school for lots of us children had to help out by working at home.
Mr Roach ran a weekly bank and each week we put in a shilling and drew it out at
Christmas time. It was expected that each family would spend the money wisely and well
and to this end Mrs Turberville and Mrs M.B.Williams of Killay House, who were at that time
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the monied people of the area, were in the habit of advising the parents as to how the
money should be spent. We, the scholars, were in the habit of curtsying to them as they
rode past in their carriages.’
So much for personal memory In the log book of the school for the year 1887 is
recorded a summary of His Majesty’s Inspector of Schools report which read thus:
‘This school is in excellent order, and has been very ably instructed in all subjects save
needlework and singing by note, which are slightly backward. The proper holding of the
needle while sewing needs more attention, and Mrs Roach should be assisted in the
teaching of this subject. The Grammar, especially the Parsing of the fourth standard will
bear raising a little. The singing should be less harsh and the tunes should be sung in
proper pitch.
Presented for examination – 109 pupils
Absent without excuse – 0 pupils
Passes in reading – 109 pupils
Passes in writing - 101 pupils

Passes in arithmetic – 101 pupils
Signed J.D.Thomas.’
In 1898 the school was closed for seventeen weeks. For five weeks in March/April a
serious outbreak of measles in the area warranted the school’s closure by order of the
Medical Officer of Health. The normal summer recess was for four weeks in the month of
August and then in the October of that year an outbreak of diphtheria in the village saw the
school being closed for a number of weeks. For the ensuing six months Mr Roach refers
constantly to the presence of disease in the area.

The Twentieth Century
At the turn of the century a day’s holiday was granted on the occasion of the relief of
Ladysmith, a besieged township in the Transvaal in South Africa. Also that year tea and
sports were enjoyed to celebrate the Coronation of King Edward VII, even although the
coronation did not take place because the King was taken seriously ill necessitating an
operation being performed on him.
The daily routine of the school was somewhat jarred when on June27th, 1906 an
earthquake hit the Swansea area. This greatly alarmed the children and the staff.
‘I was calling register when it happened – the children rushed to the door but with the
assistance of the teachers they were soon marched out orderly and sent home for the day
as some plastering from the ceiling fell on to the floor and parents came to see about the
safety of their children so that it was out of the question to attempt keeping school. This
circumstance greatly affected the attendance from the week.’
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(From the school log book) The pine end of the school facing west was also
cracked in a number of places and these fissures could be traced in the wall fifty years later
by the change from mortar to cement filling between the stonework.
The school furniture at that time consisted of long desks that held six pupils, they were
placed in rows and boys sat in one row and girls in another. The desk had places for
inkwells and the ink was made from powder mixed with water. Later the desks were
changed to that of a two- seater type, but it wasn’t until the early 1960’s that the practice of
using a dip pen into the powder-based ink was discontinued.

In that first decade of the twentieth century school dress had changed very little from
that previously given; girls wore thick dark frocks reaching below their knees beneath which
was a least one warm petticoat. Long black woollen stockings and the stout naily boots
were so necessary to deal with the rough muddy roads. The white pinafore, embroidered or
lace trimmed was also worn. As for the boys they wore thick jackets topped by white collars
and trousers buttoned below the knees. Both boys and girls might have worn sailor suits no
longer fit for ‘Sunday best’ wearing.
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In the boys playground immediately above the school building they played football
with a ball made out of paper and string, leapfrog, Cat and Dog, Tops and wild chasing
games where as the girls in an area behind the school house played Touch, Hide and Seek,
Hop Scotch, Dandies (Five stones caught on the back of the hand) and singing games –
‘The Wind Blows High’, ‘In and out the Windows’, ‘Stands a lady on a mountain’ and
‘Farmer in the Den’.
In the Inspector’s report of 1912 on the functioning of the building and the standard of
work achieved there was written a pertinent point it read thus
‘The children seldom speak Welsh at home although their parents are Welsh in the majority
of instances. The Welsh lessons with pictures and reading books are given with fair success
and the teachers should persevere in their efforts to strengthen the children’s colloquial
power.’
From the establishing of the village the main language in the village had been that of
Welsh. Indeed people who moved into the area from an English speaking area had found it
necessary to use the Welsh language in order to fit in to the day-to-day village activity.
Obviously this was not so as the village moved into the twentieth century.
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Mr D.J.Williams’ class of
1913. Top row far right is
the young lad who grew to
become the internationally
well-known artist Ceri
Richards whose works
have graced many of the
distinguished art galleries
of the world.

Also in that report was written
‘The ventilation is greatly in need of attention especially in the main room and should be
improved at once, without waiting for the main alterations. The sash windows should be put
in working order and furnished with ready means for opening them (such as poles with
hooks). The teachers should take care to open them at every meeting to prevent them
getting slack…….the heating is also inadequate…. The playground surface, which is
sloping, is furrowed with rain channels owing to insufficient levelling and drainage…. There
is no supply of drinking water. The closets are of the bucket system, but are very clean…..
A specific note in the logbook also records the beginning of the once traditional St David’s
Day (March 1st) celebratory morning followed by the afternoon holiday in 1911.
During the First World War (the Great War) reference is made to the teachers who left
the school to join His Majesty’s Forces, but apart from those entries the logbook moves
onward recording attendances, mumps and measles……
Mr John Roach turned to the use of red ink to record
‘This school was transferred from the Glamorgan County Council to the Swansea Town
Council as a result of the extension of the Borough of Swansea, as from the 9 th November,
1918’
Although but a change in administration, as the opening remarks of this article noted, this
was a move that was to have an impact on what was a close-knit community.
At the time of this entry the school was closed on account of illness, this time for four weeks
as the community was under the grips of influenza.
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Mr and Mrs Roach and their
youngest child Ethne

A year later a different handwriting is seen in the school logbook, that of the senior
teacher Miss Ethne Mary Roach who records the illness and subsequent death of Mr John
Roach in November, 1919 at the age of 65. A sad moment in the lives of all those who, over
the last 42 years, had learned to respect and love the Master. Mr Roach had been one of
the foremost figures in the village not only in his role as headteacher, but in the multitude of
other community activities he took part in both socially and politically. He was known to
have advised people in the way they dealt with the civil law concerning property and the
like; he was a witness and an advisor on the contents of many a will; he was a sage who
had the ability to settle quarrels amongst neighbours or family and had been known to
break up fights between fully grown men (and that for a small man took some doing).
Such was the warmth and respect
which the area accorded Mr
Roach that after his association
with the school ended a public
subscription was opened and
resulted in a marble memorial
plaque being placed in the big
room where he had guided so
many people’s lives.
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Dunvant Schools in the 1920’s
In response to a request that he wrote down a little of his memories of his time spent
at Dunvant Infant and Elementary schools the late Professor Sir Granville Beynon painted
his life thus
“ Six years (1919-1925) viewed in retrospect from 50 years on, seems like six weeks. The
memories are few and disjointed and could really cover but six days: the ‘tin’ infants’ school,
with the cowslip field behind; sweet, gentle Miss Williams; the rocking horse and the hot,
black, cylindrical stoves; down the ‘big school’; Standard II with Miss Job (chubby faced,
homely, ‘Welshy’ from Waunarlwydd, and a shilling for being first in the class to tell the
time); Standard III- Miss Ivy Davies (tall, perfumed and very smart from Sketty) and her
short, black-haired, fiery brother Billy, who did daily battle with the tough, big boys of
Standard VII (Willie Thomas would drink an inkwell dry for a bet); John Jeffreys and Tom
Rees: Ah! Tom Rees – the strong bright eyes which could petrify; keen as mustard; the
highest standards all around; first rate no-nonsense teacher (Buttoning his coat as he
strode down between desks to deal with the ‘kerfuffle’ at the back of the class); the teacher
of the ‘Scholarship Class) – how great indeed is my debt to Tom Rees.
Perhaps the memories of school itself are few because after all for us ‘County Boys’ it was
just the end point of four long, daily going to and coming back from school journeys. The
busy exciting village, which was Dunvant – the ‘Square’, the ‘Railway’, the Chapel and the
Colliery - was a long way from ‘the school’.
It was a school with a bell, a little way along that lane which began at ‘Griffiths’ shop’
and continued for a mile to the Swansea road at the Olchfa. At Griffiths’ shop the rough road
up from Dunvant curved downward and as far as I know it petered out somewhere down
there in the yard of Goitre Fawr Farm (it was some 30 years later that ‘Goitre’ was corrected
to ‘Goetre’). Somewhere down there beyond the farm Dunvant ended and Killay began.
Near the top of the road were the Parish Hall and the Church. Both were lined on the
outside with corrugated sheeting, the one a rusty red and the other a light slate colour.
Behind the Church (which like the school, had a bell) was a little enclosed grassy patch, the
venue for many of the formal after-school ‘big fights’ between the bigger and tougher boys.
One could stand close behind the ’tin Church’ and look down as from a grandstand on the
fighters and their supporters below. Further down the road towards Dunvant there was Dan
Collins’ fruit shop (now the site of ‘The Hungry Horse’ restaurant and public house) with its
bell behind the door and its everlasting dusty bunches of plaster bananas in the window;
down past ‘Company Row’ and Jane Prothero’s shop was the house where Owen Lake was
said to have laid planks and ridden his motor cycle through the front door and up the stairs;
down past ‘The Wesleyan’, a small outpost of the Chapel, filled with bottles of medicines,
pills and ointments, where Dr. Perkins came out from Sketty two or three afternoons a week
to hold surgery; past Johnny Jones’ Penlan Stores and down the steep ‘Johnny’s Hill’; past
my grandfather’s house ( and opposite it the Post Office with its very narrow half doors);
over the great stone bridge across the LNWR (soon to be the LMS); and so to the heart of
the whole world; Dunvant Square – not a square at all really, but the centre of the world
nonetheless. There everything and everyone met the railway from Swansea and Blackpill
on one side and from Gowerton and Llandrindod Wells on the other; the coal trucks from
Killan Colliery passing right in front of the Chapel – the hub of all spiritual sound and cultural
life of the village; between the ‘Square’ and the railway station, the Meadow; a sunken
marshy area into which flowed the rust coloured streams from the colliery workings; rutted
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with deep muddy troughs – paradise itself- Bryn Aeron and right at the top ’our house’, most
appropriately called ‘Pen-y-Bryn’.
Come back again with me from Pen-y-Bryn to school. It is 8.20 in the morning, it is
raining, but it is downhill to the Square, and we run zigzagging to this side and that to avoid
the deep mud-filled holes. At the chapel the way is blocked with coal trucks, but if they are
on stop for a moment or two we duck underneath, between the buffers, and out the other
side across the square and begin the long trail up Johnny’s Hill across the great bridge high
above the railway with its stone parapets (last night, on the way home, Dai Williams, for a
bet (six marbles), crossed the bridge walking on top of the parapet) Over the bridge we
move from the County into the Borough. Nothing in the way of sentry boxes or custom
barriers are to be seen on the boundary, but we boys from the County knew we were
crossing into alien territory at the bridge. Up, up and still up with the sound of that clanging
bell getting louder with every step. I am pretty wet, but at least my feet are dry – luckier that
some of the other boys who have tatty boots (sometimes with string for laces) which leak
like sieves.
It is too wet to form lines in the yard and so we go straight into the classroom, a large
blazing fire, with a strong fireguard and a big bucket of coal. We sit in pairs, in desks with
iron frames, tip up seats, ink wells and the musty smell of old food inside the lid. We get
reading (we share books) and writing and arithmetic. I excelled at arithmetic and would
gladly have done ‘sums’ all day long. Twelve thirty and the bell goes followed by a mad
scramble for coats and another attempt to run non-stop from the school gate to our house
on the top of Bryn Aeron. A rapid lunch, wash and brush up and back by 2 p.m. In the
afternoon there is some experimental science with Mr Tom Rees demonstrating the
expansion of metals when heated. A solid metal sphere on a chain is heated on the
classroom fire and shown to have expanded so that it would no longer go through a hole.
Later there is gardening, again with Mr Rees. Small plots, six feet square, behind the
Infants’ school have been allocated to pairs of boys. Donald Williams and I are partners. We
are both from the County and two from the Borough are working the adjacent patch. There
is much noise and mess with disputes about weeds thrown on to one’s neighbours patch,
and squabbles about whose turn it is to have the fork. The end of the rake ‘accidentally’
pokes into one of the Borough boys’ ribs and the old County- Borough feud re-opens. This
must, as usual, be settled after school in ‘the Rec’ (the recreation ground opposite the
school) and I shall, once more, be late getting home having only succeeded in removing the
worst of the mud from my clothes and boots.
This County versus borough controls most of our activities and the scuffles over the
garden tools was only an excuse to resume the struggle, They – ‘the Borough crowd’ – think
it’s their school and that we of the County have no right to be there, but we know the truththat just five years ago they took the school from us when the Borough annexed a big piece
of our village.
Wet and muddy Donald Williams and I wearily turned to Bryn Aeron, school finished two
hours ago. Tomorrow we shall invade our lost territory again”.
At the end of his six years in Dunvant Infant (2 years) and the Dunvant Elementary (4
years) Glanville Beynon sat an examination during the early part of the summer term. Those
pupils who were 11 years old sat this examination, called ‘the Scholarship’. The examination
tested the pupil’s ability in arithmetic, mental and problems, and English comprehension
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and composition writing. The results of the examination were then placed in order and those
who were towards the top of the list were offered fee paying places in the grammar school –
for the County children of Dunvant this would mean going to Gowerton Grammar School
(there were two schools in this category one for the girls and one for the boys) and the
Borough children were offered places in Bishop Gore Grammar or Dynevor Grammar for
the boys and Glanmor or Llwyn-y-Bryn for the girls. Those children who did not come high
enough in the list of candidates stayed in their elementary school until they reached the
leaving age. The leaving age has risen from 12 to 16 over the last century.
The ‘scholarship‘ children studied for four years and then sat the Central Welsh Board
examination (C.W.B.) and if passing that went on for another two years at the end of which
time they sat the Advanced level examination (A level). This was a necessary qualification in
order to go on to University education.
As for those children who stayed behind their course of work began to spread out into
more practical things so that gardening and needlework and art began to figure more
prominently in their day at school. The playing of games and organised sport was another
welcomed addition to the curriculum. In 1923 the logbook records an injury to a soccer
player and also that year the headteacher (Mr. J.C.Williams) bought a cricket set for the
use of the school. In those days the school had a population of 280 children and that year
14 County children were taken into the Grammar school at Gowerton.
Looking at his time in school the late Mr.D.Cled.Davies recorded some years ago that it was
he who had the honour of captaining the first Dunvant School rugby team to play in the
Swansea School’ League (1923-24). He said that the team played with much fire and
gusto…..some of the players had been unable to get football boots, for many families could
not afford such luxuries, and played in ordinary boots with strips of leather, salvaged from
the village cobbler’s dump, tacked onto the soles. The team played in cherry and white
colours, were trained by a teacher Mr Jeffries, who at one time played in the centre for the
‘All Whites’ (Swansea’s senior rugby team) and had also played for his country- Wales. The
team finished that first season of theirs top of the league sharing that honour with Dyfatty
School. Dyfatty 9 – 6, won a play off at St Helen’s ground. Later that season the school
played a charity match against the pick of all the Swansea Schools and lost narrowly 9 – 6.
The proceeds going to the charity set up to conquer T.B.
The 1920’s and 1930’s was a time of great depression in the village. Poverty was
common as the sources of work dried up and the country itself endured General Strikes and
a great recession in all industrial activity, which had a knock over effect on all other types of
employment. During this time it is recorded that
16th October, 1925: the electric lighting of the school was complete today. The lamps will be
returned to the Estate Agent’s department in the future.
14th May, 1926: The Director of Education, Mr.T.J.Rees, visited the school to enquire into
the needs of providing meals for any underfed children – the general Strike being in
progress.
19th May, 1926: The Director of Education again visited the school re meals for those
children in want.
Mr Albert Button confirms that during his time in school a soup kitchen was established in
the school and children were given bread and soup at lunchtime. He cannot remember what
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classroom it was served, but he does remember that the senior pupils were allowed to have
theirs in the big room.
And
21st October, 1926: The Attendance Officer of Three Crosses School attended this morning
and made enquiries about the number of children living in the County and attending here.
His object was to enable him to estimate the cost of conveying them to Three Crosses
School.
The split between County pupils and Borough pupils was not to come for a good few years
after that initial enquiry.
Speaking of Attendance officers during these times Mr Phillips, the ‘Boardman’, six foot five,
sixteen stone and dressed in uniform and peaked cap was the scourge of all those children
who, because of innumerable reasons, were not in school that day. It was said in the village
that he, Mr Phillips, could cure ailments faster than the local doctor.

The School is Enlarged
In 1937 plans were made to enlarge the school. The schoolhouse had been empty
for many years (The Roach family had moved out well before 1919 and lived in Cae Bryn
part of Dunvant Lane on the Killay side). The house had been used as a storage space and
as a staff room. Space was also found within the building to accommodate the Adult
Evening Classes that had continues fitfully since being introduced in 1894. The ’37 plan was
to incorporate the building space occupied by the school house into the rest of the school
by building a two storey structure which would contain three more classrooms, a cloakroom,
a coal store room and four small rooms to act as offices and staff cloakrooms. The
positioning of the coal storeroom was at the top of the staircase to give ready access to the
coal used in the nearby domestic science room. A boiler unit was placed under the
cloakroom at the front of the school and from it was put a system of radiators Slowly the
familiar black pot-bellied fireplaces were withdrawn from the classrooms. The larger of the
two classes in the new building became the woodwork room and had a large storeroom
attached to it. The classroom that projected outward toward Dunvant Lane from the building
frontage was changed into a Science room. The field behind the old schoolhouse was
obtained and used as a garden in which rural science was taught.
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Left hand side: Ground plan of school with addition on right
Centre: Upstairs over the addition
Right hand side: Plan of Infants’ school.

The school at that time was still an all age school with children from the age of five (in
the ‘tin shed’ infant department) and from seven to fourteen in the stone built school with the
modern brick built extension. Those children who did not pass the standard set by the
Scholarship stayed on in the school and were taught the new disciplines that the new
building brought. It is to the credit of the school that there was an appreciation of the need
not to stereotype the education offered so that girls were also instructed in woodwork and
boys in the art of cooking. A lot of time during the day was spent in outdoor activities when
the weather allowed and horticulture was paramount.
Since the end of Mr Roach’s era there had been a number of head teachers
appointed to the school. The length of time spent in the school varied. Usually they were
appointed from another school in the Borough, but in 1939 a most popular choice of head
teacher was made. Mr Tom Rees, who had been appointed onto the school staff in the first
decade of the century became headteacher and remained in that post until the end of 1948.
Mr Rees’s interest was all encompassing. His ‘track record’ in the village was of the highest.
He was, at the time of his appointment, teaching pupils belonging to parents he had taught
previously. There was a great deal of affection for ‘Tom’ and the village as a whole delighted
in his promotion.
An Inspector of Schools report on his visit in July 1939 reads
“Dunvant County School Mixed department. This department with 174 pupils on roll is
organised into four Junior classes and two Senior classes, the latter comprising one class
for girls and one for boys, each with its appropriate syllabus and timetable. The
accommodation includes a woodwork room, a domestic science room, a science laboratory
and a central hall.
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The general standard of the elementary subjects throughout the school is a good one, the
written work being uniformly neat and well set out and the range of ideas and powers of
expression very satisfactory.
The Manual Instruction is yielding sound results; similarly, needlework and the lighter crafts.
The School, it is understood, intends to experiment with some of the newer forms of
artwork; this is a desirable development; a close correlation between the art and craftwork
is advocated for boys and girls at every stage. The amount of pastel work can with
advantage be considerably decreased. Easels for the new art can be constructed in the
woodwork room.
In English it is gratifying to record that a good selection of prose (including passages from
the Bible) and verse is committed to memory; the value of this work is enhanced by the
decided achievements of the children in choral speech. Dramatisation is well practiced. A
well-stocked library is keenly used for school and home reading.
Physical Training lessons for boys and girls were conducted with precision and enjoyment;
the provision of one or two pieces of portable apparatus would enable the range of the work
in the Senior Classes to be extended.
A good beginning has been made with the school garden and a progressive system is being
worked out. Its development will be watched with interest.
Interesting work was seen in the Science laboratory.
Two matters call for attention. In Welsh, only one class (Standard II) gets the five periods
teaching per week, which is advocated as a minimum in memorandum No. 1 of the Welsh
Department; Standard III gets four periods and Standard IV three periods; Standard V and
the two Senior classes get only two periods. To enable this work to be placed upon a
satisfactory basis it is strongly recommended that a teacher with qualifications in Welsh be
transferred to the school to share the work with the assistant who is now responsible for
welsh. This arrangement would also enable this assistant who has very high qualifications
in Music to teach each standard individually in the theory of music: under the present
system of combined classes, sight reading of music and other aspects of music theory work
are not good; percussion band work might be developed with the junior classes. Some very
pleasing class singing was heard.”

The War Years ('39 - '45)
Horticulture played a very important part in the senior curriculum. This activity led to
the school being chosen to demonstrate its expertise. They were chosen to exhibit their
work in the Patti Pavilion, Swansea as an example of good practice. The theme, as the year
was 1941, was ‘Dig for Victory’. A letter received from the ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries, 55 Whitehall dated 3rd December, 1941 read
‘This remarkable exhibit received high praise from the technical experts, who consider it is
unlikely to be surpassed anywhere in the country and it is obvious that, by its example to
older children this display has been of great value in the food production campaign.’
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An Evening Institute was started in the school in 1940 and ran very successfully for
many years. The range of activities was a broad one. Besides the use of the domestic
science and woodwork rooms there was introduced drama activity, music appreciation,
University tutorial Classes, orchestral classes, reading for pleasure, dancing, gymnastics, a
choral society, horticulture and many other activities. The administration of the Evening
Institute was separate from the school and Mr Len Davies, a member of the day school
staff, was its principal. A post he held for the next ten years. Dunvant Evening Institute was
seen to be a model of good practice and held a national reputation in its combination of
youth and adults learning together. Its motto ‘Make Leisure a Pleasure’.
During the 1939 – 45 period the schools in common with all others had their windows
taped up to prevent flying glass if the area was to be bombed and all had black out curtains
to prevent light been seen from outside. On February 20 th 1941 it was reported that
extensive damage was done to the schools by a high explosive bomb that dropped at
Llanerch Farm some short distance to the north. Windows in all classrooms in the old
building were blown in, part of the ceiling in the hall was blown down and large cracks in the
ceilings of the new extension could be seen. The windows were covered with cardboard
and the schools carried in with their work. That following weekend the town of Swansea was
severely blitzed and the children were evacuated from the centre of the town. Many children
came to Dunvant where they were accommodated in the Parish Hall and the Welfare Hall.
Soup was provided for them and 60 children were taught in the schools during the short
time that they remained in the halls. Brick built air raid shelters were put up in the
playgrounds; in the boys’ playground there were three and in the Infants’ playground two.
In 1944 a new Education Act was passed by Parliament. The act set up a three-tier
system of education doing away with the Elementary School and creating a third phase of
education. This phase for children 11 years upwards was set out in three parts; the
Grammar School, the Technical School and the Secondary Modern School. A new
examination was introduced that took the place of the old ‘County Scholarship’ and was
termed the ‘ 11 plus scholarship’. According to the pupils results in this examination they
were directed into the type of education it was thought they needed. There was established
at Dunvant School a Secondary Modern School. This school was to use a number of
classrooms within the old Elementary School plus a new large block to the west of the
school where a school hall/gymnasium was built along with five huts in brick and concrete.
The hall incorporated a stage so that drama could be introduced in the language lessons.
On September 1st 1947 an intake of 44 children from outside the area arrived plus small
groups from nearby schools attended to be instructed in woodwork only. The following
September Dunvant (Senior Mixed) Secondary School was born. The school made up of
local pupils and pupils from Waunarlwydd, Cockett, Sketty and Townhill (Suburbs near to
the Dunvant/Killay area) numbered 175 pupils. The junior mixed school had 82 children on
their registers.
The Secondary School used a number of classrooms in the old school building –
woodwork room, domestic science room, science room as well as the large classroom on
the northwest corner as an English room. The organisation of the two schools within one
building was a tricky one, especially so when the secondary timetable was geared to pupils
moving from one teaching area to another so that they were taught by specialist teachers.
The Junior schoolchildren stayed in their classroom and were taught most subjects by their
class teacher. One problem that was never overcome satisfactorily was morning break
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times. Both schools could not use the school playground at one and the same time for
obvious reasons and so the Junior school had their quarter of an hour break before the
Senior school had theirs. During break times the best that the teacher could offer the pupils
was silent reading for the noise from the play yards made it impossible to do any actual
teaching.
Many difficulties were encountered and over come and it is to the credit of both schools that
they both maintained a high standard of education.
In the 1950’s, like most of the United Kingdom, Swansea West experienced a distinct
rise in the child population…. The baby boom experienced after the war years had become
old enough for Secondary education and so it became necessary to expand the space
needed in Dunvant Senior Mixed School. This was done by building a number of
demountable classroom i.e. classroom put up to last a short while and then dismantled to
be placed elsewhere. That was the theory, but in Dunvant most of the demountable
classrooms became permanent fixtures.
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The new estates affect the school

Junior School frontage 1960
While the Secondary school was under pressure because of the increasing school
population the Junior and Infant school numbers remained almost uniform each year.
Even although new housing were being built in the Wimmerfield Estate and therefore it was
expected the numbers of pupils attending would rise, little building was being carried out
elsewhere in the district of Dunvant east and Killay.
This changed dramatically in the 1960’s (See ‘Expansion of the Village’) when large
housing estates were built: Broadmead, Woodcote and the Derlwyn. Almost overnight- well
from term to term- the intake at all ages in the Infant school and Junior school increased. In
1960 the Infant School had a staff of four; three teachers and a headteacher, Miss Cynthia
Williams and the Junior school had four teachers and the headteacher, Miss Jeffreys. In
1963 the Infant School was under great pressure with a staff of eight and using classrooms
outside the ‘tin shack’ and the Junior school population of pupils had risen from under 100
in 1960 to 350 in 1964 and its staff had gone up to 10 teachers. The local Parish hall was
being used as a classroom and also two groups of children were being taken by bus to the
nearby Sketty Park Estate and were accommodated in Parklands school.
Building new houses continued apace and with the commencement of the Derlwyn
Estate it became apparent that a new Infant School was needed. Above the schoolyard,
which contained the Infant school, was a field called the cowslip field. It was here that the
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foundations for the new Infant school were laid down and the building was opened in 1966,
It was built on two levels with four class rooms on each level and a class room in between
the two levels off the corridor which joined the two sections. Entering the school from the
northwest one meets a foyer and here on the right hand side is a short corridor, which leads
to the head teacher’s room and staff room. Ahead is a large hall that then leads to the
classrooms. The opening of this building was very welcomed for it meant that not only could
the Infant school function properly again with space to develop their educational plans, but
for the Junior School the relinquishing of the Tin Shack by the Infant section meant that they
could occupy the same and so had four new teaching spaces.
The Secondary school was also under pressure and it seemed that each term
brought a new demountable classroom onto the site occupied by the Horsa huts put there in
1944 so that the ground to the west of the service road to the canteen became a shanty
town of demountable classrooms. This area had for some time been used by the Secondary
School as an athletics practice area, but no longer. The population of school children and
staff members grew term by term in the three stages of education so that towards the end of
the 1960’s decade there were almost two thousand people on the complete campus. Over
600 children were being taught in the Junior School alone.
It was obvious a new school was needed in the area. In 1969 Olchfa Comprehensive
was opened and all children in the area of secondary school age were directed into this
school. The staff of the secondary modern school were directed elsewhere in the city; some
to Olchfa Comprehensive others to Llansamlet Secondary, along with the headteacher of
Dunvant Secondary, Mr Harold Charles and one transferred from the secondary department
and joined the staff of the junior school, Mr H Phillips. The introduction of comprehensive
type education into the area meant the ending of the 11 plus examination which had been
sat by the pupils in their last year of junior schooling in order that the pupils were directed to
the type of education that best suited them; grammar, technical or modern.

Olchfa School Opens
The opening of the new school also meant that both the junior and infant schools
could spread their wings and took over all the teaching spaces in the previous secondary
school. For the Infant School this meant that it now had room to introduce into its school
children at a younger age than the statutory five years old. Two class blocks were taken
over and used as preschool teaching areas. This move led to the present day nursery
school education. For the Junior School it meant not only much needed teaching spaces
but also space to develop extra curricular activities. The main hall was a treasure. For the
first time in many years a daily assembly could be held with all the children able to attend
together, this was a boon especially for the giving of announcements that affected some or
all. (Can you imagine what time was taken up in conveying a message from class to
class?). The hall not only provided an area to conducted physical education in the dry (and
warm in the winter) as well as game skills, but also the stage provided the resource for
drama and music. These came together at least once a year when the annual school
concert was performed.
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Some of the cast of ‘Wagon Wheels’ produced in 1974

By the mid 1970’s the school population in both schools had begun to fall. The estate
building of the 1960’s had ended and the baby boom that accompanied their populating had
become more manageable in the schools. For a few years the Infant School passed on to
the Junior School pupils enough to fill five classrooms each year, then it dropped to four
classes, then three and then stabilised at two classes per year i.e. 60 plus pupils. Even
though this slow downward trend continued it was not at all that fast a rate. To relieve the
schools a second school was built in the area, a Primary school called Hendrefoilan in the
Killay area. This school opened in 1976 and in its opening 200 children approximately left
the Dunvant Schools campus.
The fall in the pupil numbers meant that a number of demountable classrooms were taken
down and moved elsewhere.

Junior School Staff 1977. Headteacher Mr Denzil Bennett
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Let us return to those children living in the Dunvant west area. For many years it was
their lot to travel each school day to the school in the village of Three Crosses. This, being
the nearest school to the area administered by Glamorgan County Council, received each
yearly intake at the Infant stage and the children remained there. At the age of eleven the
children sat the county scholarship and those who were successful became pupils in the
Gowerton grammar schools. The unsuccessful candidates remained behind at Three
Crosses until it became time for them to leave. After the 1944 Act was brought into being a
Secondary School for children, other than Grammar School pupils, was established at
Penclawdd and it was to here that the other pupils were directed. This meant a lengthening
of their school day for the move meant a longer bus ride daily.

Dyfnant School – Pen-y-fro
In September 1972 Dunvant west saw the opening of the areas Primary school. It
was called Dyfnant School and was built on ground at the edge of the village towards Three
Crosses. Its design was forward looking in so much as it was an open plan school. This
type of school developed the use of classrooms not surrounded by four walls, giving the
illusion of more space within its area and a freedom of movement from one activity area to
another. At its opening the school was sparsely furnished and not completely finished, but
the Authority wanted the school to be in progress at the start of the new academic year. The
opening weeks were fraught with difficulty for the headteacher, Mr Davies, for not only did
he have to deal with a leaking roof but also a shortage of staff members. The reception area
was overcrowded with 84 new pupils this fact demanded his reorganisation of the whole
school. These difficulties were overcome and the school settled down.
In those early years of Dyfnant School the staff worked very hard to champion the
open plan idea and they did this with much success. Before long the strangeness of this
method of teaching was forgotten by parents as their children developed their learning.
There then came a time when in 1974 the County of West Glamorgan was created and all
pupils from Dyfnant were directed to Gowerton Comprehensive School when they reached
secondary education level.
Today Dyfnant School is known as Pen Y Fro Primary School. The reason for this
change in name stems from the fact that there was much confusion between Dunvant
School and Dyfnant School. This confusion led to letters and parcels and equipment being
delivered to the wrong school. Visitors turned up at the wrong school and each headteacher
was at pains to establish which school was which. A change of name was the obvious
solution.
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A number of exterior photographs of Pen y Fro school.
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Killan Colliery
Under the direction of Mr Edward Evans the area was prospected for the source of
workable coal. This took three weeks before a vein of coal was found that could be mined. It
was a drift mine in so much as the entrance was one that took the colliers underground by
following an excavated tunnel which gradually descended into the depths and moved
outward in a northerly and westerly direction.
In 1899 31 men were employed and this number grew until in 1910 when 408 men
were working on the Penclawdd seam and 134 on the Penlan seam. At that time
W.W.Holmes and Company together with Mr E. Evans owned the mine. In 1920 the Folland
Group bought it and Mr Edward Evans retired. At that time 600 men were associated with
the Penclawdd seam and 150 with the Penlan seam.
Above ground was built a joiner’s shed, a blacksmith’s smithy, a lamp house, and six boilers
were built with accompanying brick smoke stacks to provide energy for the working
machinery. This included the pumps for expelling the water from the underground activity,
providing electricity for the site and for the winding engine that took the waste material to
the tip being built north east of the mine entrance.
The mine entrance was a brick built archway through this ran a narrow gauge railway. Small
trucks, big enough to take six men sitting down, ran into the mine. Horses were employed in
the mine to pull the trucks along, they moved down to near the coal face and then up to the
opening when a small steam engine took over to haul the coal down the Killan valley to
Dunvant Railway sidings and station for onward movement.

Ruin of the small loco shed near mine

The larger loco used nearer the
station

During its active life the mine was subject to the pressures of outside influences on
the price and demand for coal. At times the mine was in full production and at others,
because of strikes or lockouts, it was idle except for the small maintenance staff needed to
keep the mine as a viable concern. Accidents underground were, unfortunately, an accepted
part of the miner’s life as was the ever-present fear in the Dunvant area of water breaking
through into the mine. One such inrush happened in the middle of February 1920. The
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damage was repaired and the colliery carried on. The following year an industrial dispute
brought much hardship to the colliers and their families. In order to help those in need a
relief committee was set up and soup kitchens were established in the village. During this
strike very little maintenance was carried out underground and fear was expressed as to
whether the mine could restart after the strike was over. The pumps were all driven by
electricity and it required an enormous current to keep the machinery going. The boilers
consumed nearly 200 tons of coal weekly and as the stocks in hand were depleted it fell to
the lot of the officials to bring coal to the surface to keep the boilers going. It is my
understanding that the boilers were tended by and kept in by lascars from off ships docked
at Swansea. A local young man, Goronwy Bevan, looked after the horses stabled
underground during the strike as well as those stabled a little way down the valley.
The strike ended the miners returned to work. A new slant had been opened showing a
good thickness and quality of coal and the mining community looked forward to improving
prospects. It was in the evening of November 27th 1924 that disaster struck. A great inrush
of water on a number of levels swept through the workings from a north westerly direction
and quickly scoured the workings, breaking down props which held the ceiling in place,
taking away tracks and it was reported that the force of the water was such that men were
swept off their feet and carried along. Pockets of men were isolated in the slants
underground, for some the debris was such as to bar their exit for others they were able to
get clear.
News of the disaster soon became known in the village and most of those associated
with mining made their way as quickly as they could to the slant to mount a rescue of those
who were trapped. As the night wore on and miners surfaced it became clear that a group
of men were trapped behind the inrush and a concerted effort by the rescue teams were
made to set them free. The morning brought rescue teams from near by collieries include
Caeduke at Loughor, and local officials including the Mayor of Swansea and a Mines
Inspector, Captain Rees.It was he who when coming to the surface in the early afternoon
gave out the news that the rescuers had reached a place some 40 yards away from the
trapped men in Number 6 level, but the black damp was forcing the rescuers back. He was
unsure as to what had happened in the number 10 level but intended to go there after
changing into dry clothes. As for the horses underground many were released by the men
underground at the onset of the disaster although all did not make their way to safety and a
few were drowned.
Mr William John, the manager, along with a collier named Griffith Grey, decided to
reach the men trapped in Number 6 by way of the Number 7 slant immediately below No 6.
It was a very difficult passage and by using old airways managed to get into No 6 and find
the six men trapped there. One of who, Charles Evans, had died after being struck by a pit
prop and subsequently drowned. His brother was one of the five who were rescued. They
had kept warm by huddling together taking turns to sit in the middle. This was after they had
stripped off their wet clothing, one by one, and used their hands to vigorously rub each
other down. They found a ledge above the water level and covered it with small dry coal for
bedding. They managed to collect a little water from drips off the roof and having no food
resorted to chewing the leather tongues of their boots.
Those five men were rescued on the Saturday night. The next evening, Sunday, Mr
John in an extension off the main Number 7 slant swam a short distance in the dark
passageway abandoning his gas mask and found two miners, Jim Evans and a young boy
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John Matthews, huddled together at the top of a hillock at the end of the slant. These two
were brought to the surface some hours later and needed medical attention.
Five men lost their lives in the Killan disaster, Charles Evans, Archie Davies, Philip
Godbeer and Wilfred John at the very end of Number 7 level, and Jim Golding at the
beginning of level Number 13. Three bodies were recovered soon after the tragedy took
place and the other two were recovered some weeks later.
In times like these enquires into the happenings take place and in the June of 1925
both the agent and the manager were charged with offences against Coal Mining
regulations, these however were dismissed a few weeks later. Mr William John, the
manager, had worked tirelessly during the period of the disaster. His activity brought much
credit to him and he was awarded the Carnegie medal for heroism while other miners were
award the Edwards medal for the part they played in the rescue.
An attempt to open the mine again proved unsuccessful and so it was closed. In the
April 1926 a Killan stack 120 feet in height and built in 1913 was demolished.
The closure had a great effect on the village and village life for it started a period of much
poverty in the village. A Killan appeal was launched for monies to help the impoverished
families and the Miners Union sought compensation for the colliers, but whatever monies
were awarded the sum was too small to support the families completely..
Killan Colliery was the last of the large industrial outlets in the Dunvant area and so
with its closure Dunvant moved towards the dormitory village it has been for the last 60
years or so.
The memorial stone placed near the railway station by the
Dunvant Community Council recalling the Killan disaster.
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The last remaining building on the site of the Killan colliery it contained the lamp house and
the engineer’s workshop.

The Depression Era
The ending of activity at Killan Colliery was in 1926 when it was realised that it would
be unprofitable to try and carry on mining. Thus the small village of Dunvant became a
place without any industrial activity apart from the brickworks next to the railway line. The
quarries, the iron foundry and all mining activity on a large scale had ceased. Naturally the
immediate response was for the labour force to seek work elsewhere. The nearest being at
the Thomas Baldwin metal works at Gowerton, but this was not for all. Miners sought work
in the still active mines around the Loughor and Gorseinon area and elsewhere reasonably
near at hand. However many men were unlucky and so turned their hand to other things in
order to make a living for their family. The economic climate for the country as a whole was
not very bright and the collapse of world wide stock markets in 1929 resulted in mass
unemployment and a great deal of hardship.
During the first two decades the village had grown in numbers with the building of
Laburnum Terrace and properties in the Voilart, Brynaeron and Fairwood Road. Killan
Colliery had warranted the building of these houses for the development of the village at
that time was mainly in Dunvant West. Dunvant East development had been centered at the
Dunvant Road/Goetre Fawr lane area that included Hall’s Terrace near the Parish Hall.
These developments were nothing like the estate developments in the 1960’s and only
added approximately 50 dwelling places to the village. Also it was early in the century that
the terrace of houses, now known as Dunvant Square where the few shops are, was built
by Mr Samuel Griffiths.
Many miners having no work to do turned to market gardening for some sort of
livelihood. The houses in the village had a garden, some had very big gardens and so they
were put to good use. Primarily the vegetables grown were to feed the household and any
left over would be taken to Swansea Market at the weekend to be sold. The growing of
flowers was also seen as a profitable venture and the railway station platform was awash
with colour from the variety of flowers carried in wickerwork baskets as the next train to
Swansea was waited for.
For some men gardening was not a full time occupation. The unemployed were not
short of pride in themselves and being unable to work was a source of constant worry,
especially so when there was a family to consider. At times there was little food to be had,
but what could be done all day if there is no employment to be had? There would have been
many answers to that open question. One response was recalled by the late. Mr Tom
Thomas, of Garrod Avenue, a few years ago when he wrote how a number of men came
together and started to sing. Every Thursday they met in the Wesleyan Chapel on Dunvant
Hill and sang under the guidance of singing instructor, Mr Lionel Rowland. Very few at first
the class grew to over 50 male voices and alternated each week between the chapel
building and the hall which was on the outskirts of the village on Killan Road and going to
Three Crosses called locally ‘Happy Tom’s’. It was named as such because a religious
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meeting was held there on a Sunday conducted by a preacher Mr Tom Stephens. (Mr
Stephens also spent sometime on a Sunday evening preaching on the roadside at
Company Row and elsewhere in the village) It was Mr Stephens who began the
organisation of this choir and one of the choir’s first public engagements was to sing in
Brynhyfryd at the opening of an Unemployment Centre. The choir called themselves the
Dunvant Excelsior Choral Society and it was to be the forerunner of the Dunvant Male Voice
Choir, now an internationally known association, having given performances in countries far
and wide.
The Brynhyfryd Unemployment Centre had been created out of an old garage. A
meeting place was seen to be a necessity for Dunvant and so a place was sought out to fill
that role. The late doctor Gwent Jones, son of the Ebenezer minister known affectionately
by all in the village as ‘Glasnant’ recalled in his writings the following
“ At home, in my own village, I found a small struggling body of unemployed men with an
enlightened university student (later to become Sir Glanville Beynon, see article on
education) trying to scrape together the materials for converting a deserted colliery engine
house into a meeting room. The old hulk had never been meant for housing men, and to
covert its three walls and a roof into a fit building for men took some genius in the schemes
of ventilation and heating.”
Mr Stewart, who was the agent for the owner, Mr Berrington, had granted permission
for the old loco repair shed, which stands to the front of Ebenezer chapel, be converted.
This meant the building of a frontage that gave an entrance area as well as a coal cellar.
Where the locomotive had been worked on was built a stage across the width of the
building. The railway lines were taken up and dwarf walls were placed inside for the new
timber floor to be erected and windows and doors were acquired from derelict houses being
pulled down in Gowerton to make way for a new piece of the Dunvant to Gowerton Road.
In this building the unemployed met and various clubs were set up. There was a workshop,
a lecture room, a music studio, a classroom and a billiard room. The attendance at the
unemployment welfare centre increased considerably and before long plans were being
made for another centre, bigger and better.
Earlier in 1928 a newspaper article on the area attempting to point out the vast
difference between the east and west of the village in terms of their administration came up
with a most unfortunate description of the area at that time ‘Dirty Dunvant’ and that
sobriquet stayed with the area for many years to come.
The newspaper article was as follows: ‘Dirty Dunvant in Gower Rural District. The Swansea part of the village envied.
Following complaints by Doctor Moreton, the Gower medical officer of health, of the dirty
condition of Dunvant, a ‘Leader’ reporter visited the village on Thursday morning. Probably
he saw Dunvant at its worst for the sky was gray, the clayey hills on which the straggling
houses are built – like a Swiss village without the sunshine and glitter – looked depressed
under their scraggy covering of brown scrub and despondent trees. The lower part of
Dunvant, which comes in the Gower Council area, is built around an oozing muddy swamp,
still called with some irony ‘The Meadow’, and is bisected by a reddish-coloured stream. On
the sloping banks of this swamp were the objects, which aroused Dr Moreton’s indignation.
There were tins by the hundreds. Tins of all sorts and sizes to make a small boy’s paradise.
Some were fairly new. Others were corroded and broke into pieces on being kicked. Among
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them our reporter noticed piles of paper gone yellow and rotten with exposure, an old
mackintosh coat, a sack, rotten oranges, range paper, a length of corrugated iron,
cardboard boxes, an oil drum, a biscuit tin, and thickly larding the lot, ashes and cinders in a
quantity which suggested regular dumping over a long period. The dwelling houses and
small shops face this swamp and several other dumps as well, as the hillsides were in a
similar state. The roadside hedges were dirty with pieces of paper that clung to the grass
and bushes and rustled in the chill March wind. So much for the scenery and filth.
Our reporter spoke to several villagers who were unanimous in condemning the Gower
R.D.C. for its neglect of the village. “What are we to do?” asked one of them “In this part of
the village we never see an ash cart from one year’s end to the other. What are we to do
with the cinders and ashes? We have no sanitary convenience, no electric light, and no gas.
There is one water tap between all of us in this row. There is no public convenience. The
roads in the Gower Council section are, as you can see, in a terrible condition. Except for
the trains and ‘bus services to town, we might be living back in the Middle Ages. We receive
little consideration from the Gower Council…..In the Swansea borough area, a few yards
away, ash carts call a couple of times a week, but the Gower Council would never dream of
giving us a similar service. There is the Killan Colliery electric cable running past this door,
but we have no electric light. It is unfair that the Council (i.e. the Medical Officer of Health)
come down on us for something we have no means of preventing.”
It was an unfortunate article in so much as the unkind critic had not seen the suffering within
the village, for a large number of men had not enjoyed regular employment since the Killan
disaster
The ‘meadow’ as
it is today.

The ‘meadow’ as it is today.

The movement towards the setting up of a community centre
In order to help those struggling families in the village Doctor Gwent Jones took it
upon himself to start a Thursday Dinner Club. Calling on friends and acquaintances to
support him he arranged cooking facilities within the loco shed hall and saw to it that a good
substantial meal be provided each week for the impoverished male of the village. The first
dinner provided food for 15 men. From Dr Gwent’s notebook he records that they were
given brown stew, suet dumplings, carrots and potatoes. Stewed apples, bread and cheese
followed this. The cost of all the ingredients for the meal came to 11 shillings seven and
halfpence, which worked out as an average cost of 9.33 pennies per person. Later we read
that at times vegetables and bread were given free of charge by more fortunate people.
The first Thursday lunch was served on April 1st 1937 and from Dr Gwent Jones’ letter to
those who wished to help he wrote: -
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‘
The Club is one, the members of which sacrifice a dinner a week for their unfortunate
fellow Welshmen who go without for no reason or fault of their own.
Members pay a sum of 6d a week paying at least 3 months in advance if possible. For 6d
we are able to supply a 3-course meat dinner.
To friends in business we appeal for such surplus foods of good quality, which can be made
use of- bread, milk, meat and meat foods, fish, vegetables, fruit, dairy produce and sweet
stuffs are all acceptable. We can dispose of luxuries such as cigarettes, sweets and books
to very grateful families in need in such a way as they are more appreciated by having the
sting of ‘ charity’ removed. The village families, which are in need, have a certain pride that
we are doing our best to save. Surplus clothes, and especially too small cast aside
garments are always acceptable. The unemployed men have access to tools to alter and
repair furniture and toys, which can be collected without trouble anywhere in the Swansea
area.
Thursday is the day before the men collect their ‘payment’ from Exchange and Public
Assistance in most areas. It is therefore the day when the cupboard is bare. We find that it
is the men who suffer most in going without for others. Our dinners will be supplied to
unemployed men who are in need.’
The dinner club was, of course, an extra activity for the loco shed hall and it was
obvious that with the hall being given over to so many activities there was pressure from
different groups to use the space available. It was also a male dominated environment and
the ladies and children of the village expressed the need for a centrally situated place
where they could meet. True the Ebenezer Chapel offered a varied programme, as did the
Church Hall, however there were many in the village that wished to meet without the
background of a religious leaning.

The loco shed as it is today, with Ebenezer Chapel behind it.
An indication of what happened next is found in Dr Gwent’s papers where in a letter
from Mr Stanley Hayes, who was the Hon Secretary of the Dunvant Unemployment and
Social Centre, dated March 21st 1938 he wrote “ I do not think that the council will allow us
to build on a plot at Voylart if it is a classified road we shall have to go back 40 feet from the
centre of the road. That about finishes us as regards that plot, but these hurdles are made
to jump over so we must look elsewhere now. Think of all the plots you can by Thursday.”
A new large hall was being contemplated.
A letter from The South Wales and Monmouthshire Council of Social Services indicates that
a grant of money towards building a new hall had been applied for and was granted. The
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next six months saw feverish activity on a piece of land donated, for a peppercorn rent, by
Mr Samuel Griffiths in the Killan valley.
At that time Doctor Gwent wrote, “ Although the weather has been dreadful the
building is being completed in little under four months. The solidarity of the work and its
fitting into its setting in the old Killan valley has been the admiration of hundreds who have
passed the way. It is all a compliment to the hardiness and general excellence of voluntary
labour, and if anyone wants to see what we can do in South Wales even at the worst time of
economic distress, let them come to me. Most of the men are old colliers, and none of them
unskilled, for the collier’s trade is an all round one like the farmer’s, for it is he who farms
the land under the surface. The collier has not forgotten his trade although now he is
dubbed a labourer.
The work at Dunvant is an attempt to make the best out of very bad. To make amends in
some measure for the lost companionship of happy working days, and to get together those
who work in good jobs and those who have no jobs at all, for the help of our unfortunate
fellow countrymen.’
The architect for the wooden hall, covered with corrugated sheeting, was Mr Paul Mort and,
as we have learned, the labour to build it was nearly entirely voluntary. The premise,
consisting of a small hall with a platform stage at its end together with a small room behind
the stage, was estimated carefully so that the community as a whole could maintain the
building with ease.

Some of the men engaged in building the first hall:- Georgie Gilbert, Ken Roderick, Leslie
Beynon, Emlyn Thomas and Albert Hayes.

The hall is opened
The hall opened on Saturday 7th January 1939. A celebratory concert was organised
which started with the official opening of the hall by Sir William A. Jenkins J.P.
On Wednesday afternoons a Ladies Section was started and it joined in with The Welsh
Association of Women’s Clubs. The section followed a wide programme of domestic based
activities i.e. food preparation, preserving, basket making, embroidery, tatting and so on. A
drama group was started which performed on a regular basis giving performances of plays
two to three times a year. The hall also became the centre for the Dunvant and District
Welfare Clinic that had been running on a weekly basis in the Penderi hall. (This small hall
was situated overlooking the Killan valley on Killan hill.)
Saturday nights in the new hall became very popular when whist drives or miniature whist
drives were held followed by dancing (called a ‘hop’) when Mr Bert Cole played the piano
and his brother beat out the tempo on the drums. Mr Gib Griffiths also played the piano at
times.
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The week’s activities included discussion groups for men, musical appreciation, woodcraft
and sometimes a ‘magic lantern show’ for all.
The hall was an amazing success and in retrospect the work of Doctor Gwent, Mr Stanley
Hayes, Mr O Lloyd, Mr W.Weeks and Mr Will Collins was outstanding for seeing the project
through.
At the end of that year life changed for the village with the onset of war and that is covered
in another article.
Today’s Community
Centre.
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Commerce in Dunvant – covering first half of the 20th Century.
(Here I must thank the late Mrs Betti Jones of Dunvant Road for most of the information
within this article.)
Within Dunvant village there were two purpose built shopping outlets, both belong to
Johnny Jones. The first shop, with a bakery at the back of it, was the Penlan Stores on
Dunvant Hill and the second, belonging to the same people, was the shop in Fairwood
Road that is now St Martin’s Church.
There were a number of other retail outlets, but the best way to describe those would
be by using the term ‘Parlour’ shop…..in other words, the front room of a house was turned
into a retail area. These parlour shops were most convenient for the owners would be
prepared to open their premise and serve a customer at any time of the day or evening.
Approaching the village from the Three Crosses direction the first shop would have
been the end house of Laburnum Terrace. Here in the front room of the Davies’ house the
daughter Mildred sold sweets, tobacco and other sundries. On the opposite side of the road
the bottom house of a row of seven houses was Mrs Benny Jones’ sweet shop and behind
it was Mr Jones’ store for selling carbide. At the entrance to Cwmyrywch Lane was a
farmhouse belonging to Mr Harold Leigh Davies who supplied his shop in the square with
meat.
Opposite ‘The Found Out’ was a cluster of shops. The corner shop was a grocer, and
then came a tailor’s shop selling cloth and haberdashery. Mr Elliott the undertaker also
conducted his business from this area.
In Fairwood Road was ‘Big field Stores’ one of the two purpose built shops. It was
much bigger than a parlour shop and boasted an upstairs stock room reached by a very
wide staircase in the middle of the downstairs shop. John Lloyd Jones’ family who came
from Penclawdd owned it. During the 1939 –45 war this stock room was used to store a
great number of provisions such as tins of butter, tinned bacon, sausages, sacks of sugar,
and coffee and tea and dry ship biscuits. The reason for this storage was government
inspired in so much as if the west part of the village was separated from the east part on
account of enemy action then there was food at hand. This storage was updated every few
months and the old stock sold off to the villagers at reduced prices.
There were no shops in the Ddol area and Voylart area of the village. However on the
corner of the Voylart and Dunvant Road was a grocery shop belonging to Mr and Mrs
Preece. They usually closed at 6 p.m. because a little later in the evening they would open
up a small business selling fish and chips. This outlet was a few metres into Voylart Road.
This shop remained open until the early 1970’s when it returned to being a normal house.
Site of the
Preece shop.
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On the corner of Voylart Road and Killan Hill had been two small whitewashed
cottages, but they were replaced by the Dunvant Working Men’s Club. Opposite the club
and situated behind the first shops that fronted Dunvant Square was Mr Jesse Bayliss’ very
popular premises. Here he sold chocolate, tobacco and sweets and ran a couple of snooker
tables, billiards was also played. It was also the centre for skittle playing. Mr Bayliss had
lost an arm in the First World War, but his running of the small indoor sports centre was
firm, very firm, His outlook on life firmly expressed in a notice on a wall which read ’ We trust
in the Lord, everyone else Cash’.
Fronting the Meadow on the Killan Corner was the butcher shop belonging to Mr
Harold Leigh Davies as mentioned previously. Most of the meat sold was home reared and
slaughtered. The next property was a house belonging to Mr and Mrs Guest. Next door was
a parlour shop which during its time had been a butchers shop, a cake shop, a fish and chip
shop, a fruit and vegetable shop and then a gentleman’s hairdresser and sweet shop run by
Luther, the son of Mr Bayliss. Next door was a cobbler who repaired boots and shoes
belonging to Mr Arthur Thomas, the front window was blackened out so that no one could
see in and neither could those who passed the window distract Mr Thomas. (It is this shop
that is the site of the present day Post Office)
Next door was Mr Glanville Matthews who ran a newsagent and tobacconist shop. This type
of business has been carried out here for most of the century adding or subtracting various
extra lines as the shop changed hands in the latter half of the century.
On the corner of this row, now the site of a Chinese ‘take-away’, was a grocery business. It
was all wood panelled and was owned by Mrs Mary Hannah Thomas who ran it with her
daughter Muriel.

Dunvant Square – present day
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Brynaeron area had a shop as well. It was on the corner just before the turning to Meadow
View. Mrs Davies had a double fronted house and the right hand side of the house was
turned into a parlour shop selling groceries, confectionery and other sundries.

To Dunvant East
Crossing over Dunvant Railway bridge there was in Bridge Row, earlier called
Wimmerfield Row, a parlour shop owned by Mrs Williams (Mrs Williams the bridge) who
also sold groceries and confectionery and other small wares.
Opposite was the Post Office. The house was not part of the row being much larger and
separate from the row. In the photograph below can be seen the pine end of the
Post Office above the bridge.

A better photograph shows the Hoskins Family, descendants of the first Postmaster, in front
of the Post Office.

The photograph includes
Mrs Kate Jeffreys who
was postmistress for many
years.

The telephone box and the frontage can be seen clearly in the background.
(In the mid 1960’s Mrs Katie Jeffreys retired and the Post Office transferred its business
across the road to No 277 Dunvant Road where Mrs Carthew became the Post Mistress
until retiring. Mrs Carter took over from her. Mrs Margaret Harris became the post Mistress
in 1976 until she retired. The Post Office, under Mrs Harris, had by then moved from
Dunvant Road into its present position on Dunvant square.)
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A few doors up the hill was the drapers shop belonging to Mr and Mrs Thomas, this
business was transferred to the end house of Howells Row before it was taken down in the
1970’s. Earlier the Howells Row site was a shop selling household ware and ironmongery.
John Lloyd Jones owned it.

The beginning of the removal of Post Office Row – 1984
Opposite the entrance to Howells Row on the corner of Highland Terrace was Johnny
Jones shop with its bakery behind. What sets this shop apart from the parlour shops is the
fact, as previously mentioned, that it was built to be a shop. What also set it apart from the
other retail businesses was that it took grocery orders and delivered them. The round for
delivery of goods extended into Gower and included Gowerton, Three Crosses and the
outlying farms of the area. They were delivered by horse and cart with Mr John Beynon the
driver. He also collected goods from Swansea Docks during the week.
It was this shop that held the ration books for the majority of people in the area and as such
was very busy.
Perhaps it is worth reminding ourselves of the amount of goods that were allowed in
rationing in those days of 1939 – 1950.
Butter – 2 ounces per person per week,
Lard – 2 ounces
Margarine – 4 ounces
Sugar - 8 ounces
Tea leaves – 2 ounces
2 eggs weekly
Bacon – 4 ounces
Cheese – 2 ounces
1 pot of jam or marmalade per month
Biscuits, when available were shared out equally.

During those war years and immediately afterwards the bakery was granted fat and
flour in order to bake bread, scones, rock cakes and jam tarts. If there was a small surplus
at the end of baking then it was given free to customers never sold. It is to their credit that
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‘under the counter ‘ goods or ‘black market’ goods were never a feature of the trading in the
Jones’ shops.
At Christmas time the bakery received the Christmas fowl, geese or chickens, that
had been prepared for roasting by the customers and the bakery oven was used to cook the
feast.
At 227 Dunvant Road was another parlour shop belonging to Mrs Jane Protheroe. At one
time this shop had the only public telephone in the village. Mrs Protheroe sold a variety of
things and at one time sold on to the general public bags of discarded coal from off the tips
in the valley. A young child for a small fee had picked the bag. She was also known for
being a stickler in giving the exact weight.
Opposite to her was another parlour shop that of Mrs May Johnson. This did not closed
down until the middle sixties. In its time the shop became a meeting place for the young
men of Waunarlwydd who came to the village seeking female friendship.
Where the ‘Hungry Horse’ stands today was the shop belonging to Mr Dan Collins, and later
his son Odo.

On the left hand side, upstairs and downstairs, were tables for playing snooker and billiards.
These were very popular prior to the beginning of the Second World War. On the right hand
side was the shop. In the window was an ornament advertising Fyffe’s bananas as well as a
glass cabinet of dummy chocolates advertising Fry's chocolate.
Where the shop named ‘Binks’ is today there started a newspaper shop run by the Griffith
family (the store house on the Dunvant Road side was used to store the village hand
manned fire engine). This shop occupied the front room of the house. Later it became
known as 'Taylors' where, after the war, Mr and Mrs Taylor ran a sweet shop, although this
time they lived apart from the shop.
For a time the first house in Hall Terrace, on Goetre Fawr, was used as the public library….
Front room only.

Door to door selling
A number of doorstep selling was carried out between the two wars.
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Mrs Watkins of Garrod Avenue (first house) made large jam doughnuts and then sold them
from a large basket around the village.
Mrs Davies made faggots on Friday and took orders for delivery.
Mrs Pugh, opposite Dan Collins sold apples.
Mrs Thomas in a house on Dunvant Road opposite ‘Binks@ and no longer there sold
lettuce and tomatoes out of the greenhouse.
Most houses in Brynaeron sold fruit at the door and the Voylart Road was a popular place to
buy eggs, fruit and vegetables.
Most people in the village grew their own garden produce and kept their own chickens.
Some people kept a pig in its sty and the local farmers would be on hand to kill and cure the
pig. It’s meat being salted and was used up slowly during the year.
At times of abundance ways were used to keep the produce edible for some time. In the
case of eggs they were immersed in a mixture of Isinglass and there they would keep up to
nine months from being laid.
Milk could be bought at the farm door straight after milking. Later it was bottled, not served
into a jug, and delivered to the door.
There were two places in the village where they made laverbread,
Mr Richards on Fairwood Road and Mr Thomas in Howells Row.
At first the seaweed was obtained from Gower, however the demand for laverbread grew
and so the seaweed was brought down from Cumberland. Melvyn Thomas and his wife
Dulcie took on the business when his father retired and ceased the production of laverbread
in 1954.

The business and the

1920/30’s delivery van

For those interested the preparation of laverbread was one of boiling the seaweed for
a long time, then shredding while hot. Additives, including oatmeal, were mixed in and after
the mixture had cooled it was cut up into small sizes and bundled and wrapped for selling.
It is usually eaten as a breakfast item and goes well with fried bacon –( so I am told, but my
eyes appear to rule my digestive system and I can’t get on with it)
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1937 –1960
The later part of the 30’s decade saw a slight improvement in the possibilities for
gainful employment around the area that, naturally, could be discerned in the village life
style. With the opening of the ‘village hall’ the activities carried on in its weekly programme
brought a sense of ‘village’ to the area and social life was heightened. It was still a small
village in terms of house buildings and much of the housing stock that can be seen in the
area at the beginning of the 21st century was yet to be built.
Life changed with the advent of the Second World War as it did all over the country in
terms of rationing of food and clothing. Small concrete buildings, called ‘pill boxes’ were put
up as a place of defence if the enemy attacked. One such box remained at the bottom of
Llanerch Lane until the 1970’s. Another is still in place on the Graig as the walkway goes
towards the brick pond.

Another addition to the area was the placement of a searchlight battalion on Graig-yBwldan in the field that was once a sports field at the western side of Y Aran.
Besides the searchlight there was a number of Nissan huts placed there to accommodate
the soldiers who manned the searchlight.
In February 1941 a high explosive bomb was dropped near Llanerch Farm and many
houses and the school suffered glass damage. A few days later the town of Swansea was
subjected to intensive bombing that lasted three days and nights. During that time a number
of children from the centre of the town were brought out to Dunvant to be accommodated
and to continue as normal a life as possible by going to school. The village hall was a centre
for sleeping and for providing food and the temporary visitors to the area used Dunvant
School for a week or so.
Naturally young men were called up to serve in the forces as well as some young
women. Land Army girls, they worked in agriculture, were also to be seen in the village as
were troops from other countries, i.e. U.S.A. and Canada, before the commencement of
hostilities in Europe in 1944 with the opening of the Second Front.
The war ended and the village slowly returned to normal civilian life in an area, which
offered little in the way of employment (apart from market gardening, and laverbread
making).
By the 1930’s the lane leading to Goetre Fach farm had been turned into a road to
Killay and on the eastern side of the road many houses had been built. After the war the
gaps in between the old houses of the village were filled up with housing. There was no
strict method of in filling. It was a case of a new house or pair of houses being built when
they were needed. Slowly Dunvant Road and Goetre Fawr Road became housed on both
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sides and the village of Dunvant became more a dormitory suburb of Swansea. It was not
until 1961/2 that Goetre Fawr farmhouse was taken down and the houses numbers 85 to 93
were built on its site.
The site now occupied by a garage at the junction of Dunvant Road and Goetre Fawr
Road had been a white stone cottage in the early part of the 20 th century and during World
War II there was placed there an ambulance centre. After the war the three buildings were
converted into a car repair centre with petrol being served from hand pumps.
Again in the early 1960’s this was updated and since then modernised to today’s standard
with its car wash system being partly on the site that was occupied by St Martin’s Church
Hall which was taken down at the end of the 1960’s.

Housing along Dunvant Road in the 1930’s
(I must record my thanks to the late Mrs Shirley Roberts for most of the information in this
section.)
For the student considering the history of the village it is an interesting exercise to
compare today’s Dunvant Road from the entrance to the Broadmead estate to its junction
with Goetre Fawr Road with how it looked in 1935.
At the entrance to Broadmead estate was a small lane that led to a field belonging to
Goetre Bellaf farm that was about a quarter of a mile from the roadway. The farmhouse
faced the valley and Upper Killay and had a number of outhouses around about it. Another
walkway went from the farm along what is now Goetre Bellaf Road to join up with Howells
Row.
On Dunvant Road we will walk towards Goetre Fawr junction on its southern side.
On the corner was the tennis court, now passed its best, then two houses one of which
belonged to the Pugh family who also owned the hay field and gardens that ran parallel to
the road behind the houses. After the second house was a market garden belonging to the
Collins (whose shop was opposite) and then came a blacksmith’s hut that belonged to the
Pugh family. Another length of garden before the two cottages which are there today and a
lane which led to the house which is set back off the road.
On the corner of the lane was a small cottage belonging to a Miss Morris then came a field.
This ended at the pair of houses at 187 and 185 Dunvant Road. The site of St Martin’s
Church brings us to the corner.
On the north side of the road returning to opposite Broadmead we have a pair of
houses set back off the road which were built in the 1910 –20 era. Between those and the
house, which was converted from a small cottage in the 1970’s, is a small lane that, at one
time was a well-worn pathway from Highland Terrace. From the one time cottage to the grey
house next to ’The Hungry Horse’ was a garden with fruit trees and then came Dan Collin’s
shop (see article entitled ‘Commerce in Dunvant’). Where today’s Derlwyn Road enters that
estate were houses belonging to the Collin’s family taken down to make way for the road in
the mid 1960’s. Then came a pair of houses and a couple of cottages (they still stand today)
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and from there to Company Row were gardens belonging to those who lived in Company
Row.
Many of the houses standing in 1935 had part of their front garden taken away in
1968 when Dunvant Road was widened to, in some places, twice its width.

This house was taken down to make way for the entrance to the Derlwyn Estate.

The Building of the Housing Estates
The first estate to be built in the area is known as the Broadmead Estate that runs
from Goetre Fawr Road west then north to meet the Dunvant Road.
It was in the autumn of 1959 that the two fields that were behind the houses on Dunvant
Road were pegged out to show the positioning of houses to be built there by Wimpey a
well-known building firm.
At the same time a large factory was being built on the boundary of Swansea Town on the
Jersey Marine Road leading towards Neath. This was to be the Prestcold factory. Although
the main work force for this factory was to be hired locally the firm wished to bring to the
area a number of key workers from their site in the Reading area.
The estate at Broadmead was singled out for accommodating a number of these key
workers and it was they who had been given the opportunity to reserve their house on
paper before the houses were built. It must be remembered that housing was at a premium
at that time for there had not been a large building programme in the area.
On January 1st 1960 the free housing was offered to the general public. The first house to
be completed was in Y Glyn and No 4 was occupied on the 18 th June of that year. From the
mid summer of that year there was a steady movement into the area as Y Glyn, Y Berllan, Y
Gorlan, Broadmead (the top half), Goetre Bellaf and the roads leading off were occupied.
This building programme joined in with the Buildahome programme that was responsible for
most of the Killay part of the estate.
(See article on how education developed to see the effect that the influx of people had on
the schools)
By 1963 most of the Dunvant section of the Broadmead estate had been completed
and the plant moved to develop the upper half of the Derlwyn estate. The last portion of the
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area that had been built on belonging to Goetre Bellaf Farm was the land around the
farmhouse together with the farmhouse itself. This small parcel of land opposite the junction
of Goetre Bellaf Road and Broadmead was not built on until 1979/80.
The house ‘Celona’
Dunvant Road in the
early part of 1963.

It was in the early 1960’s that Dunvant west began to expand. The land that
surrounded Brook House … four fields bordered by Cwm Yr Ewch Lane and the houses on
Killan road.( became known as the Pen Yr Fro estate) and on the other side of Killan Road Prior’s Way, the Ddol and Dol y Coed were built in the 1960’s.
Returning to the Derlwyn a large part of the lower estate was built by Gwalia Building
and whereas most of the housing stock being built at that time was private development this
housing was offered for rental.
A tremendous amount of building took place in that decade and changed the scattered
housing of the mining village into a concentrated area of dwelling houses.

Looking eastward over Pen y Fro towards Derlwyn

Taken from the air the photograph is centered on the junction of Dunvant Road and Goetre
Fawr Road. Dunvant Park to the left and the Broadmead and Derlwyn estates on the right.
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(sorry about the propeller!)

Dunvant area – Sport
Researching the sporting activity within the area becomes a question of what type of
sport and where was it taking place. I have taken an approach as wide as is possible and
yet do not wish that this article be one that is but an endless parade of names and results.
I
n the mid nineteenth century, before the beginnings of Dunvant village there are
newspaper references to a number of field sporting activities in keeping with the age. The
Cambrian newspaper 16th April 1847 records a foxhunt, which started from Mynydd
Garngoch and gave chase across Graig –y- Bwldan and Fairwood Common.
The same paper record numerous stag hunts starting from local points i.e. Fairwood
Common, the Black Boy, Killay and others in nearby Gower. Some reports explain how the
stags were brought into the area and then go into graphic descriptions of how the deer
progressed around the area pursued by the horse riding followers.
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In 1864 5th August reference is made to the setting up of a racecourse in nearby
Clyne Valley and that type of sport was a feature of the area for the next 50 years or so.
(See ‘The History of Killay’ published May 2006, currently available at 01792 205876
price £6.)
Another of the field sports was that of hare coursing. The winter of 1865 saw 25
hares being released during a day of which eleven were bagged. The party celebrated their
day’s sport with an evening meal at the Gower inn.
In keeping with these types of sport there are also reports of shooting competitions in the
area. One such competition reported being that between members of the 3 rd Glamorgan
Rifle Volunteers under the direction of Major Dillwyn.
In winter there were times when ice-skating was practised. In 1895 and 1907 particularly
hard frost was experienced and a number of people used the local pools to skate on.
However these conditions did not last long and there are reports of would be skaters going
through the ice.

Ball Sports.
It was not until the 1890’s that the papers began to report on ball sports. In the nearby
village of Killay cricket was played from the mid 1880’s thanks mainly to the Williams’ family
of Killay House whose sons were very keen on this type of activity and had a cricket pitch
laid within the grounds of the house. Their team became known as the Public School
Nondescripts and attracted players from the Killay and Dunvant area.
In January 1891 there is a report of a rugby match played in Penclawdd by the
Dunvant Harlequins resulting in a draw. Later that year the team lost to Gowerton, however
in that season the team won at Ammanford and lost against the 3 rd Glamorgan Rifle
Volunteers. This match was played at the Central Athletic Ground in Swansea (later to be
named the’ Vetch’). What is interesting about these reports is that they all record that
Dunvant was playing away from the area and it is interesting to speculate that in those early
days Dunvant did not have a home ground. In a letter written by a past player, he, Philip
Brayley, writing in 1975 recalls that he saw a home match being played on Eatons’ field
near Killan in the late1890’s. In discussions with elders of the village I have been able to
establish a number of venues where rugby and soccer were played before the opening of
Dunvant Park in 1927. I have been unable to work out a progression from field to field, but
the team played in a field in Upper Killay, a field near the Commercial Inn in Killay, a field at
Cwm-y-glo, Brynaeron and the piece of ground, now fearfully overgrown, at the top of the
Graig (the west part of Yr Aran backs on to this piece of land). When playing at this venue
the players changed in an outhouse to the rear of 215 Dunvant Road (near the entrance to
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the Broadmead estate) and walked to the Graig in their playing gear. As for the suitability of
these pitches while commenting on the strength of the local side in the 1906/07 season,
which was particularly strong, it was stated that their only difficulty was that of securing a
suitable field. It was at this point that I conjectured the team moved to play in Killay.
In 1907 it is reported that a past Dunvant player, Richard (Dick) Williams played for
the town of Swansea, the senior team of the area, and his brother Tom had been chosen to
play for Swansea Seconds. Edgar John was also a frequent member of the representative
Swansea League team.
Such was the strength of the Dunvant side in those days that a match was played in April
between Doctor Teddy Morgan’s side, which included several Welsh International players,
and the Dunvant Team led by D.J.Thomas (Dai Dunvant).
In 1912 Dunvant produced its first rugby international player for Tom Williams was chosen
to play for Wales against Ireland. (Tom also captained the local cricket club in their season).
Moving away from rugby football ,which was the predominant male sport at that time
– soccer was played, but so few players were interested in that code that games were few
and far between. A tennis court was opened in July 1910. It was situated on what is now the
east corner of Broadmead and Dunvant Road on ground that belonged to St Martin’s
church. During the same year a quoits team was formed in association with the village of
Killay and the team played in the expanding Swansea Quoits League.
Little sporting activity is reported during the 1914-18 Great War.

Dunvant Park
In 1923 it was rumoured that Swansea Parks department were looking for a parcel of
land central to the Dunvant/Killay area that could be used as a public park with
accompanying facilities. The choice was to be the land used by the rugby football club of
the area. However this rumour was firmly denied by the local authority for the ground was
not central enough for their purpose.
In 1925 the Swansea Parks Committee and its Superintendent, Mr Bliss, visited the
area and inspected what is now Dunvant Park. At that time the area was being used by exservicemen as holdings for garden agriculture, however there was a lack of demand for
such holdings and it was determined to contact the ministry of agriculture in order to secure
a transfer of use.
This was done and on the 24th June, 1927 Councillor T.W.Howells, chairman of
Swansea Parks and Open Spaces committee, officially opened Dunvant Park. The park
cost £11,500. Councillor Tom Jones bowled the first wood on the new bowling green and
Alderman Milbourne Williams of Killay House bowled the first ball on the cricket square in a
match between two local sides. There were also seven tennis courts, a football pitch, and a
gymnasium as well as tearooms and shelter in the park.
While this activity was going on it must be remembered that the area was in a state of
industrial decline and men had to look elsewhere for employment. The upshot of this was
that in January 1926 Dunvant Rugby club announced that it was disbanding because of its
inability to field a team.
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In 1933 the team is once more in action playing on a field in Cwm – y – glo, Brynaeron
whereas the local soccer side had moved to Dunvant Park.
It has not been my intention to write a detailed history of one or more of the sports
which have been associated with the area, but for those who wish to further their interest –
South Wales Evening Post 25.5.56 gives a picture of the All Whites (Swansea) 1904/05 ‘
The Invincibles’ that includes D.J.Thomas (Dai Dunvant).
8th April 1952 gives a picture and report on Dillwyn Jones of Dunvant School who was
selected to play for Wales Schoolboys against Eire.
15th September, 1950 Haydn Mainwaring of Goetre Fach Road becomes Welsh junior
Tennis Champion and again 27th April 1952 he is selected to play for the Welsh Secondary
Schools XV, he plays for the All Whites and became a full Welsh International in the early
1960’s.

Rugby Football.
In the 1950’s and for many years after that a side representing Dunvant played in
Dunvant Park. Here they enjoyed much success as they played in the variety of Divisions
that rugby football is divided into in South Wales.
An energetic committee, with an eye to the future bought a field, next to the pathway that
had replaced the railway line, and started to develop it into the first class facility that it is
today.
The story of rugby football in the area is a most interesting one and for many years in
the 1990’s the side played in top-flight rugby in the country.
To do justice to that story a book can be devoted to it and I have no doubt that someday it
will be in print.

The Story of Dunvant.
Ceri Richards.

Dunvant Junior School Admission book entry No.164 records that a boy named Ceri
Richards (middle name Giraldus, but not recorded) of Ddol Road, Dunvant was born on the
6th day of June 1903, son of Thomas Richards, tin worker.
Further to that is added that he left school on 29 th June 1917 (age 14 years) from Standard
VII having attained the leaving age.
On that first day of his school life Ceri was one of 27 children who entered Dunvant
School all being sons and daughters of colliers, brick makers. pump men, quarrymen, tin
workers and the schoolmaster.
When it came time for them to leave most went direct to local employment, but for a
few – William Thomas, Maggie Hoskins, Mollie Roach - they went to the Intermediate
School in Gowerton at the age of eleven.
The Intermediate School became known as the Grammar School and was a feepaying school. At the age of 14 Ceri moved to the Intermediate School for a short while
before he began work as an electrical apprentice. Indeed a very ordinary beginning to a life,
which led to his ultimately becoming Ceri Richards, internationally famous artist.
Ceri was the eldest of three children of Thomas Coslett Richards and his wife Sarah.
Mr Richards’ family had arrived at the village of Dunvant from Bettws, near Ammanford. His
wife Sarah Jones had come from Dryslwyn, Llandeilo.
Tom Richards was a tall man, full of kindness and understanding who delighted in music
and drama. He became a staunch worshipper at Ebenezer chapel and in his leisure time
conducted two choirs, produced and acted in plays locally, as well as composing and
reciting Welsh poetry.
All his children learned to play the piano and consequently music played a big part in their
later lives.
Their young lives were saturated by a very cultural approach to life so it is little
wonder then that from such a background of artistic pursuits would emerge a talent which
when fully matured became world famous – for Ceri could draw as a young boy and as he
matured so too did his drawings.
The ‘Swansea Daily Leader’ recorded that at the Upper Killay Eisteddfod held in November
1916 that in the open drawing section Ceri Richards was awarded second prize- age 13.
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A failed business, where he had been employed, led to his enrolling at the Swansea
School of Art. This move was greatly encouraged by many in the village at that time and
when it came time for him to continue his studies in the Royal College of Art, London he left
the village the proud possessor of a box of oil paints, a gift from Ebenezer chapel members.
As a student in the College he immersed himself in technique, balance, colour,
control, the old masters, cubism, impressionists and all that art entailed – and during that
time he was, perhaps unconsciously, working towards the artistic statements on canvas that
was his life’s works.
Towards the end of his studentship he met and married Frances Clayton from
Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. Frances was a fine artist in her own right having won a major
scholarship to the Royal College and had, at one time, earned her living as a designer in a
china works.
Both admired each other’s work as fellow students and after marriage were very supportive
of each other.
An artist has to earn a living especially with a wife and growing family to support and so
Ceri became a teacher of art as well as church organist. Frances also took up teaching as
well as bringing up the children. Not a very secure platform to launch an artistic career, but
then the artist’s life is seldom secure.

Mr Ceri Richards
According to Mr John Ormond’s deeply personal account of Ceri Richard’s life in ‘The
Planet’ No 10 February/March 1972, Ceri’s method of work, once he had chosen a subject
or theme, was to produce a wealth of drawings before transposing them to canvas in a
considered re-appraising manner.
Such themes sprang from a variety of sources or impetus: London costers with their pearly
kings and queens; the cycle of nature; wartime images of bombing and workers in heavy
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industry; rocks; a celebrated series on music; the ’Rape of the Sabines’; Trafalgar Square
and the Submerged Cathedral.
In 1930 he became the first artist to present a one-man exhibition of art in Wales.
Many years later in 1959 he was award the prize in the International Exhibition of Prints in
Ljubljana, capital of Slovenia and in 1962 he was awarded the Einandi Prize in Venice.
Later he was awarded an honorary degree of D.Litt by the University of Wales and also
became a C.B.E./
In the 1960’s a number of exhibitions of his work were mounted.
A selection of his works can be seen today in the Guildhall, Swansea while other works
grace art departments in many parts of the world.
What sort of man was the artist who emerged out of the chrysalis of the young
Dunvant lad? Again I quote from John Ormond’s article.
“ He was a compassionate man……with a great depth of feeling” and “ I never once heard
Ceri Richards express pride in his own work. He was never jealous for fame. He had
sureness, complete naturalness and a complex nervous energy…I recall his telling me, a
year before he died, not out of bitterness or injury but with the tine of a man underlining one
of the facts of life: ‘Always remember this’ he said ‘critics are to artists as ornithologists are
to birds’”
Ceri Richards died on November 9th. 1971 – a child of an industrial village and an artistic
family, a man whose legacy to the world throws light on the human condition.
I
n the summer of 1992 the Dunvant Community Council honoured the memory of
Ceri Richards by having a plaque placed on the wall of the family house in, now, Fairwood
Road. On the day of its placement the Reverend Islwyn Davies gave the eulogy speaking to
the crowd that gathered of Ceri’s place in the hearts of those in the village who remembered
him. The Dunvant Male Voice Choir added to the simple ceremony by providing choral
music in their usual high standard of performance.
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Sir Granville Beynon F.R.S. DSc. PhD. C.B.E.
In an earlier article in this short history entitled “The depression era” mentioned is made of a
lone student trying to alleviate the misery of that time. In the article on
“ How education
developed” I have chosen to reproduce a letter written by an ex -pupil about his time spent
in school and in the village as he grew up. Both pupil and student was one and the same
Granville Beynon who lived in Brynaeron.
Leaving Gowerton Grammar School in 1931 he went on to the University of Wales
where he was awarded his first degree with first class honours in physics.
The award of PhD followed in 1939 and from 1939 to 1945 he was a senior scientific officer
in the National Physics laboratory.
From 1945 until 1958 he was the Senior Lecturer in Experimental Physics at the University
of Swansea, during which time, 1951, he became a Doctor of Science
In 1958 he was appointed Professor, Head of Physics at Aberystwyth University.
The main thrust of his work was research into the upper atmosphere, especially in the
area known as the troposphere.
For his work he was awarded the C.B.E. in 1959 and went on to lecture throughout the
scientific world. He was asked to contribute to the thinking of the American Space Society in
1969, becoming a member. He also was President and Vice President of many International
Bodies whose work were in the forefront of Space travel development and all that it
entailed.
In Wales he was closely connected with the broad sweep of scientific education. At
one time he was elected President of the Education Committee for the Advancement of
Science and also Vice President of the Schools Council for England and Wales. A
knighthood was conferred on him towards the end of his teaching career.
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Looking from the Graig across the railway line to the row of houses on Dunvant
Square circa late 1920/ early 1930's

The bottom of Dunvant Hill in early 1963.

Dunvant Square from over Ebenezer
Chapel.
Circa 1920's
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brickworks.

Garrod Avenue from
the area of the
Brickworks.
In the 1930's

Houses on Brynaeron from
the valley leading to
Killan Colliery.
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Dunvant Station a train arriving from Gowerton.
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:

The annual Sunday School day out to the Mumbles.
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Acknowledgement

I first came to work and live in the village of Dunvant in 1960. I joined the staff of
Dunvant Junior School on April 26th 1960. A date I remember well for it was my thirtieth
birthday. I became the eleven plus teacher and was associated with that age group until I
was fortunate enough to be appointed head teacher of the school in 1990.
My wife and I moved into the first completed house on the Broadmead estate on the 16 th
June 1960. The house was the other half of the show house and for some weeks we were
the only couple living on the estate as it grew day by day under Wimpey management.
In those days the teaching of the 11 plus class was neatly split into two parts. From the
September to the February the pupils concentrated on that which was to be examined.
From February to July the aim was to broaden the interests and skills of the pupils. It was in
1962 that I decided to exam the known history of Dunvant village as a means of broadening
my knowledge as well as the pupils of that year. For those pupils, and many more as the
years slipped passed, the study of the history of the village was an interesting, but temporal,
way of researching a theme and getting to grips with presenting a project. For me, however,
it was an ever-growing source of knowledge that became in time the subject of many talks
to a variety of adult interest groups. This led to a number of articles written for local journals
on the subject of Dunvant Village, and lately to my role as lecturer in local history for
Swansea College.
Along the way, and it’s over forty years now, a number of people have gone out of
their way to help me and here I wish to acknowledge their input into the Dunvant history and
to thank them for all the help they have given me. When I first said that as a class we were
going to find out about the history of Dunvant my knowledge of the subject was nonexistent. Within the week I had been offered the full cooperation of two residents who were
lifelines to me in our quest for knowledge.
The first was the deputy head teacher on the Dunvant Secondary Modern School Mrs
Connie Bevan. She passed on to me a small attempt at a written history of the village by
her nephew Roland Jeffreys, completed when he was in the local grammar school as a
teenager. Little did I realise at that time that, along with her sisters, and, as I found out later,
her earlier family, Connie was indeed one of the central figures of the village at that time.
However that little history was the basis of the early research and gave the bones upon
which I could dress the story. Recent research has shown a slightly different aspect in the
early associations with the Roman and Norman period of time (read From Romans to
Victorians), but as a general storyline Roland’s work could not be faulted.
My second source was the school’s first lollipop man, Mr Will Collins. At the end of
the school day, when the last children had been seen safely across Dunvant Road,
he and I would slowly walk to the Broadmead turning and during that walk he would answer
all my questions of the day and then turn my attention to something else. It was he who told
me how the Dunvant- Killan colliery worked, how they transported the coal and so many
more things…. And each aspect included a story of people and the variety of ways they
dealt with the present. He was a constant source of information and a joy to meet.
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His daughter Betti Jones, a many talented lady, has carried on in Will’s footsteps by being
my always helpful guide and information source when I needed more background to a news
item found in a newspaper of sometime ago. Betti was born and brought up in the village,
worked for some time in Jones’ Store on Dunvant hill and also in the ‘Emporium’ in
Fairwood Road (now St Martin’s church).
It was as a result of a little talk on the area to the Siloam Sisterhood that I became
acquainted with the most influential of all my source material. In that gathering was Mrs Lile
of Wimmerfield Avenue. Her report of my talk to her son Brian was the beginning of our
association. Brian lived near Aberystwyth and worked in the National Library. One of his
passions (others being football and cricket and the art of good research) was the history of
Dunvant and Killay. He was unstinting in his supply of information on the area culled from
close reading of the local newspapers of yesteryear. It has been his dream to produce a first
class authoritative book on the area. Indeed some years ago we started on such a project. I
wrote the chapters in my very loose grammatical style and sent them to Brian for his clinical
analysis of my written word. His return was so well constructed and backed with such a
complete all round knowledge that some times I felt in awe of his ability and thought that he
should complete the task on his own. However we have a good working relationship and I
hope it will carry on for years to come. Authors usually like to dedicate their work to
someone and there is no fitter person than Brian Lile of Llanilar, Ceredigion to whom I
dedicate this work.
As a result of an article published in ‘The Gower Journal’1977 I entered into written
correspondence with the late Rev.G.R.Hawkins. His boyhood was spent in the village and a
number of his observations lie buried within this account.
Lately I have also been helped by Mrs Shirley Roberts of Dunvant Road who was born and
has lived all her life in the village. Part of the account is entirely her recollections. I will
indicate as such when it arrives finally in print.
Also Mr Albert Button, a native of the village and a dear friend, has also acted as a
sounding board to my many musings about life in the past. His readiness to put me straight
when my thinking became awry is much appreciated. He also had a story to tell about
nearly every incident I cared to mention. One such was part of his family lore. I had come
across a newspaper item that told of an accident to Albert Button who was working in the
Clyne Valley Collier in 1910. Naturally I wanted to know if this man was by anyway related
to the present Albert. ”Of course, he was my uncle. I remember when my father was told the
news, and that my uncle had been taken to Dr. Perkins’ surgery in Sketty, he went off as
quickly as he could to see his brother. At the surgery he was told that his brother had been
taken to Swansea Hospital for a large stone had fallen on him when underground. As
Albert’s father was rather upset Dr Perkins offered him a large tot of whisky which led to a
second……and so Albert’s father never got to the hospital that day. His brother recovered
and Albert’s father always said that that event ended up in the nicest possible way…. for
him! “Sadly both have now passed on.
I
n 1985 a resolution was passed in Dunvant Community Council that Mrs.Val Elliot,
Killan Road be asked to take on the role of archivist for Dunvant. Val’s interest was along
those lines and she spent many long hours compiling photographic evidence of the life and
growth of the village. She was able to present, on a number of occasions, the collection of
photographs for people to view. The source of these photographs has been lost. If any one
knows the source of any that is being displayed on this inter net then if I am contacted I will
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immediately acknowledge their source. It is unfortunate that Val has not been able to
continue with this work for her enthusiasm and skill was a credit to her.
Lastly in all the articles that make up this picture of the growth of Dunvant village I
have only mentioned people by name when it is necessary to do so. I apologise in advance
to anyone who is not quite happy with what has been written and will willingly discuss and
amend, if necessary.
David Morgan. (1999)
On re-reading this acknowledgement, prior to its launch on to the web site, I am mindful of
the fact that the majority of the people who helped me complete this history has passed on.
I mourn their passing and remember them in this work. ( review 2014)

