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Des Moines Street names before 1908

A new city ordinance was passed in 1908 to help the city with the confusing street naming.
Problems were such as the east side of Des Moines, thoroughfares changed names every few

blocks.
Duplicate names were replaced. At least 25 names of streets were given to two or more

streets. Jefferson and Washington Streets each could be found at five places in Des Moines.
Harrison had four streets. Three streets were named Garfield, while Benjamin Franklin only had
two streets named for him. AND there were six Lincolns.
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Additionally, Des Moines had numbered streets duplicated. Highland park had two Eighth
and two Ninth streets. Numbered streets were changed to run in numeric order! Letter
streets, A, B, C, etc., were duplicated also.

At the time of discussion of changing names, residents living on East Court Avenue, east of
Eighteenth street, were anxious to have that part renamed, as part of Court had a bad
reputation. They had chosen Carnarvon Ave. for their part of Court Ave, however the change
was not made.

In all, 178 streets were renamed and 150 streets names were replaced. For the name
changes new street signs had to made. At the same time, a large number of houses needed to
be renumbered. A new map of the city was created. Two indexes were put together to help
residents. One was alphabetical with the new names followed by the old names. The other was
the reverse list, also alphabetical, old to new names to the right. These indexes in book form
were given to policemen, firemen, the post office, merchants, wholesale houses, telephone and
street directory companies, and streetcar conductors. Also, a supply to the Commercial Club to

distribute.



