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Babel: More Historical Confirmation of the Bible

The great Joseon (Chosun) nation was a Korean dynastic kingdom that flourished for five centuries (1392-
1897). During the 17" century, Korea was largely closed to the West and somewhat of a mystery to Europe-
ans. But for a group of wayfaring Dutchmen on a journey to Japan, that all changed in 1653 when their ship
“De Sperwer” (The Sparrowhawk) was shipwrecked on Jeju (formerly Cheju-do) Island off the coast of South
Korea. The 36 survivors were taken into custody by the local prefect and, within a year, transferred from the
island to the capitol of Seoul on the mainland where they spent the next 12 years. At the end of 13 years, in
September 1666, eight survivors managed to escape to Japan. One of those survivors, Hendrick Hamel, spent
the ensuing year in Nagasaki writing an account of his observations and experiences in Korea, which was pub-
lished in 1668 under the title Journal van de Ongeluckige Voyage van ‘t Jacht de Sperwer. In what was essen-
tially the first Western account, Hamel provided the world with a firsthand description of Korean society and
culture. Only recently was his account translated accurately by a Dutchman based on the original manuscript.

Apart from his fascinating assessment of Korean life in the 17" century, Hamel provides a portrait of religious
life, including the customs and practices of Confucianism. At one point in his narrative, he makes a passing
remark concerning the beliefs held by the Confucian monks: “Many monks believe that long ago all people
spoke the same language, but when people built a tower in order to climb into heaven the whole world
changed.” Keep in mind that Hamel encountered the monks’ belief circa 1660. No one knows for how long
this belief was part of the religious traditions of Korea. Hamel claims that “many” of the monks believed the
matter, and that the event occurred “long ago.”

Observe that the belief of the non-Christian monks regarding the Tower of Babel contained four salient points
that explicitly and directly connect with the biblical account:

o The entire world’s population spoke a single language;

e The people constructed a tower;

o Their stated goal was to climb into heaven;

o Their efforts affected the entire world.

All four of these features are included in the biblical record found in Genesis 11:
e “[T]he whole earth had one language and one speech” (vs. 1).
e “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower” (vs. 4).
e ‘“atower whose top will reach into heaven” (vs. 4, NASB).
e “So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building
the city” (vs. 8).

Christianity and the Bible have nothing to fear from the unbelief, skepticism, and hostility of infidelity. The
more information surfaces from history and nature, the more the Bible is confirmed in its uncanny accuracy

and supernatural endowment.

-from an article by David Miller, Ph.D., in apologeticspress.org

We have a commitment, empowered by the Holy Spirit,
To give glory to God
To be unified in reaching others
To be living witnesses for Christ



May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit. Romans 15:13

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all
kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s
people. (Ephesians 6:18)

Pray for our Church family:

Those who mourn: Leo and Wanda Goodenough, Betty
Johnson and Lucy McDonald. Continue to pray for the im-
proved health of: Mae Britton, Ray & Sue Collins, Phyllis
Francis, Leo & Wanda Goodenough, Delores Jensen, Betty
Johnson, Brenda Jones, John Leonard, Roy & Lucy McDon-
ald, Jeff & Michelle Mercer, Jerry Munn, Dail Paramore,
Francis Pati, Jim Scott, Lorenzo Serrano, and Joyce Win-
ings.

Pray for family & friends:

Pray for the improved health of Mary Fields, Keith & Lisa
Britton, Delores’ brother Len, Marjorie Counts, Stuart’s
cousin Joanna, Kathy’'s husband Kevin and cousin Bob,
Brianna Schaldweiler, Robert Gray, Derek Fields, Dail’'s
friend Marie, Brenda’'s son Uriah, Rossie Stansbury, and
Wanda’s daughter Lynette.

First responders: Please remember to pray for those who
are serving their communities during this difficult time.
Phyllis Francis’ extended family member Alisha K. (EMT).
Dail Paramore and Stuart Huggins family members: Joanna
Carter (Nurse), Luther Carter (Naval Officer), Jody Huggins
and Jory Huggins (both are MI Patrol Officers). Jerry
Munn’s sister, Dr. Janice Massey of N.C. If you have family
members or friends you would like to add to this prayer list,
please let Kathy know.

Military:

Jeff & Michelle Mercer’s son-in-law Brandon Deusenberry,
Jodi Keeth'’s brother-in-law Tony Cairo, Glenn Fields and

T. Burgess.

Prayer Warriors Corner

Remind us always, Lord to love children the way
you love them, even as we come to You with the trusting
faith of a small child. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Our Daily Bread: Tim Gustafson; September 2018
Read: Matthew 18:1-10

News:

Individually wrapped communion supplies are still avail-
able. If you would like to pick some up, please contact
Kathy and they will be bagged and ready for you when you
arrive (Monday - Thursday 9:30 - 12:00).

Community Food Bank continues to need support. They are
averaging 200 people per week during this time. Thank you
for your continued support and generosity, it is very much
appreciated.

In Search of the Lord’s Way

Watch excellent Bible-based messages every Sunday,
7:30 a.m., on KCWQ, VHF channel 2 or UHF channel 26.
Also Available ANY TIME online with You Tube. Just enter:
SearchTVMinistry and pick a sermon.
https://youtu.be/FxMzZ6ZKMdQ

Scripture readings:
Genesis 11:1-9

Now the whole world had one language and a com-
mon speech. As men moved eastward, they found a
plain in Shinar and settled there. They said to each
other, “Come, let’'s make bricks and bake them thor-
oughly.” They used brick instead of stone, and tar
for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build our-
selves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heav-
ens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and
not be scattered over the face of the whole earth. “
But the Lord came down to see the city and the
tower that the men were building. The Lord said, “If
as one people speaking the same language they
have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to do
will be impossible for them. Come, let us go down
and confuse their language so they will not under-
stand each other.” So the Lord scattered them from
there over all the earth, and they stopped building
the city. That is why it was called Babel - because
there the Lord confused the language of the whole
world. From there the Lord scattered them over the
face of the whole earth.

Sermon topic:

“Reach for the Sky”

Birthdays:
Mario Fuentes: 10/1
Lorenzo Serrano: 10/2
Leo Goodenough: 10/12
Camelia Munn: 10/22

Worship service: 10:30 a.m.

Wear a mask or cloth face covering

Please bring your own bible

I know Love abounds among us but unfortunately
there are some who do not feel comfortable with in
person worship at this time.

In the meantime, the expenses of maintaining the
building, yard care, property insurance, utilities, etc.
continue.

If you can continue your financial support, please
mail it to:

Palm Springs Church of Christ

P.O. Box 2267

Palm Springs, CA 92263

(Checks or money orders - do not send cash)

God bless us all and bless our families and loved
ones too.

Sermons on YouTube: For the most recent locally
recorded sermon, simply go to the Palm Springs
Church of Christ webpage and click on the
“sermons” category at the top of the page.

mychurchofchristradio.com

kttp.//www.crenshawchurchofchrist.com
Tri Lakes Church of Christ in Monument, Colorado




