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PREFACE
The most important material symbol that has reminded me of my responsibility to both family
and society is the “Rupp Family Bible”. This bible has been in our family for seven
generations. The guidance and advice handed down over generations is best described by my
father Mahlon Earl Rupp. “Keeping the family together is paramount, keep your word, shake
hands firmly and look the other person in the eye, do favors and help people, waste not want
not, and stand up straight. Rules for good health: 1 teaspoon of olive oil and 1 teaspoon of
vinegar daily, eat small portions-no seconds and watch your weight”. The latter rules are
aimed at adult members of the family.
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1. ANCESTRY OF JAMES M. RUPP & SHARON E. ENELL

James Mahlon Rupp, son of Mahlon Earl Rupp and Ila Grace Burnham, was born on
07 Nov 1935 in Pocatello, Bannock, Idaho, USA. He died on 28 Dec 2018 in Minnetonka,
Hennepin, Minnesota, USA (Age at Death: 83; Buried in Minneapolis, Minnesota). He married
Sharon Elaine Enell in 1955 in Idaho Falls, Bonneville, Idaho, USA.
Sharon Elaine Enell, daughter to George Eric Enell and Adell Elizabeth Agnes
Meppen, was born in 1934 in Idaho Falls, Bonneville, Idaho, USA
(TWIN).

Parents of James Mahlon Rupp
Mahlon Earl Rupp, son of George Earl Rupp and Ruby Eleanor Baker, was born on 04 Sep
1910 in Groveland, Bingham, Idaho, USA. He died on 12 Jun 2014 in Nampa, Canyon,
Idaho, USA (Age at Death: 104; Buried in Pocatello, Idaho). He married Ila Grace Burnham
on 30 Aug 1933 in American Falls, Power, Idaho, USA.
Ila Grace Burnham, daughter of Jasper Franklin Burnham and Hannah Melvina
Bowman, was born on 26 Apr 1914 in Ora, Fremont, Idaho, USA. She died on 23 Mar 2012
in Nampa, Canyon, Idaho, USA (Age at Death: 98; Buried in Pocatello, Idaho).

Ila Grace Burnham and Mahlon Earl Rupp had the following children:
James Mahlon Rupp was born on 07 Nov 1935 in Pocatello, Bannock, Idaho USA.
He married Sharon Elaine Enell in Idaho Falls, Bonneville, Idaho, USA.
Ila Gail Rupp was born in 1937 in Pocatello, Bannock, Idaho, USA. She married John
Sherman (Divorced). She also married James Crane Fogg in 2009 in Caldwell, Canyon,
Idaho, USA.
Brenda Lee Rupp was born in 1944 in Pocatello, Bannock, Idaho, USA. She married
William Franklin Busacker in 1964 in Pocatello, Bannock, Idaho, USA.
Douglas Burnham Rupp was born in 1956 in Pocatello, Bannock, Idaho, USA. He married
Jessica Sonsel Betts in 1993 in Seattle, King, Washington, USA.
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Parents of Sharon Elaine Enell
George Eric Enell, son of John Eric Enell and Louise Maria Eklund, was born on 09 Nov
1906 in Park City, Summit, Utah, USA. He died on 23 Nov 1978 in Idaho Falls, Bonneville,
Idaho, USA. He married Adell Elizabeth Agnes Meppen on 08 Sep 1932 in Salt Lake, Salt
Lake, Utah, USA.
Adell Elizabeth Agnes Meppen, daughter of Ernest Seibold Meppen and Delia Louise
Oltmanns, was born on 12 Mar 1911 in Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie, Iowa, USA. She died
on 19 Nov 1994 in Idaho Falls, Bonneville, Idaho, USA.
Adell Elizabeth Agnes Meppen and George Eric Enell had the following children:
Shirley Louise Enell was born in 1934 in Idaho Falls, Bonneville,
Idaho, USA (TWIN). She married Dale Eugene Swanson in 1956 in Idaho Falls, Bonneville,
Idaho.
Sharon Elaine Enell was born 1934 in Idaho Falls, Bonneville,
Idaho, USA (TWIN). She married James Mahlon Rupp in 1955 in Idaho Falls,
Bonneville, Idaho, USA.

Children of James & Sharon Enell Rupp
Julene Rupp Dasher (Daughter of James Mahlon Rupp)

Thomas
Thomson
Dasher

Julene Adell
Rupp

1955–

1957–

Marriage: 1982

Grant
Woodson
Dasher

Lily Sharon
Dasher

1987–

1998–
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Julene Adell Rupp was born in Columbus, Franklin, Ohio, USA. She is the daughter of
James Mahlon Rupp and Sharon Elaine Enell.

Julene Adell
Rupp
Thomas Thomson Dasher was born in Cincinnati, Hamilton, Ohio, He is the son of
George Franklin Dasher Jr. and Joyce Margene VanderWeele. He married Julene Adell
Dasher in 1982 in Minnetonka, Hennepin, Minnesota, USA. In 2019 they lived in
Chapel Hill, Durham, North Carolina, USA.

Thomas
Thomson Dasher
Children of Julene Adell Rupp and Thomas Thomson Dasher:
I.
Grant Woodson Dasher was born in Edina, Hennepin, Minnesota,
USA in 1987. In 2019 he lived in Palo Alto, California.

Grant

II.

Lily Sharon Dasher was born in Iksan, Chollabuk-do, South Korea,
in 1998. In 2019 she lived in Chapel Hill, Durham, North Carolina.

Lily

Sandra Kay Rupp (Daughter of James Mahlon Rupp)
Sandra Kay Rupp was born in Washington DC, District of Columbia, USA. She is the
daughter of James Mahlon Rupp and Sharon Elaine Enell. Sandra Kay also resided in
1991 in New York, New York, USA. In 2019 she lived in Naples, Collier, Florida, USA.

Sandra Kay Rupp
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Steven James Rupp (Son of James Mahlon Rupp)
Steven James
Rupp

Catherine Mary
Witt

1969–

1966–

Marriage: 1995

Anna Mae
Rupp

David Steven
Rupp

Jonathan
William
Rupp

1996–

1998–

2001–

Steven James Rupp was born in Stamford, Connecticut, USA. He is the son of James
Mahlon Rupp and Sharon Elaine Enell. In 2019 he lived in Minnetonka, Hennepin,
Minnesota, USA.

Steven James
Rupp

Catherine Mary Witt was born in New Prague, Le Sueur, Minnesota. She is the daughter of
John William Witt and Darlene Mae Schoenbauer. She married Steven James Rupp in 1995 in
New Prague, Le Sueur, Minnesota. In 2019 they lived in Minnetonka, Hennepin, Minnesota.

Catherine Mary
Witt
Children of Steven James Rupp and Catherine Mary Witt:
I.
Anna Mae Rupp was born in1996 in Evanston, Cook, Illinois, USA.
In 2019 she lived in Minnetonka, Hennepin, Minnesota.

Anna
II.

David Steven Rupp was born in 1990 in Edina, Hennepin,
Minnesota, USA. In 2019 he lived in Minnetonka, Hennepin,
Minnesota.

III.

Jonathan William Rupp was born in 2001 in St Louis Park,
Hennepin, Minnesota, USA, In 2019 he lived in Minnetonka,
Hennepin, Minnesota.

David

Jonathan
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2. EARLY BACKGROUND – EDUCATION OF JIM RUPP
Jim Rupp was born on 7 November 1935 to a Mormon family in Pocatello, Idaho -- one of four
children of Mahlon Earl and Ila Grace Burnham Rupp, who spent their early family years living in a
basement house. Jim's father quit school at an early age after his Mother’s death to help
raise his eight younger brothers and sisters but undaunted he continued his education, earning
his high school diploma at 22 years old. He was working as a time-keeper for the W.P.A. at the
time Jim was born. It was a happy but not an easy or particularly comfortable early childhood.
Young Rupp learned the value of hard work by helping his Dad restore old houses, bucking
spuds and mending the fences of neighbors. He started delivering newspapers and selling
newspaper subscriptions at the age of nine, a job he kept through all of his high school and
college years -- expanding the venture into a magazine subscription-selling business that
eventually employed a score of housewives and college students in three western states.
Jim suffered an eye affliction that was not diagnosed until the fifth grade, a handicap that
caused him to fall a grade behind in elementary school. He later made up this year by going to
high school for only three years. He was admitted to Idaho State University by passing a
college entrance exam in 1953. Jim loved debate and oratory, eventually winning the state
of Idaho debate, oratory, extemporaneous speaking tournaments and then a national debating
contest in 1957.
Because of Jim's rather impoverished childhood and visual disability, he developed an
independence and self-sufficiency that made him something of a loner, with an attitude that
bordered on arrogance. While at Idaho State, he met a man who would help him change all of
that: Dr. Carl Issacson, Rupp's speech and debate advisor, helped him remove the chip from
his shoulder, and to relate to other people, make friends, and to develop a team spirit. To this
day, Rupp credits Dr. Issacson along with his father for his later professional success and
personal achievements.
While attending Idaho State University, he met and later married his wife Sharon Elaine Enell in
Idaho Falls, Idaho in 1955.
He had intended to pursue an education and career in law, but because of financial restraints;
instead accepted a paid teaching assistantship in radio and television at Ohio State
University. While pursuing his advanced degree, he literally worked and studied from daylight to
dark, once again selling magazine subscriptions and bargain-priced clothing at Richmond Brothers.
Before completing his MA degree, he was called to active duty in the US Army Reserve.
Jim returned to Ohio State University from his stint in the Army Reserve and graduated in 1959 with
a MA degree in Radio-Television & Business. Jim wrote his Master’s thesis on “Pay Television,” still
a relatively unknown and unexplored concept in those days. He submitted his paper to three
hundred different companies, and eventually received an offer and a sales position with the
American Research Bureau or ARB -- one of the leading broadcast research firms in the country.
In a relatively short time, he rose to Vice President and a member of the ARB Board.
The rest, as they say, is history.
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3. CAREER OF JAMES M. RUPP
From that beginning in the research business, James Rupp rose steadily to his leadership
position in one of America's prestigious communications companies. As President and
Chief Executive Officer of Midwest Communications, Inc., and one of the largest
stockholders, Rupp directed an enterprise that operated three network-affiliated television
stations, the leading AM radio station in America, a major FM radio station, a cable and
new technology company, and was a major stockholder in a Satellite Music Network (700
affiliates) and Satellite Radio Network (130 affiliates).
All of the broadcasting properties were well-respected in the industry a nd i n thei r
c om m uni ti es , bu t W CC O R adi o and W C C O T el e vi s i on i n Minneapolis/St. Paul,
Minnesota, were considered among the very best in the nation. Both won every major award in
the broadcasting industry, many of them several times over, and were considered leaders in
innovative technology and programming.
Jim Rupp joined Midwest in 1976, bringing with him organizational skills and management
techniques that made the company a model of efficiency and stability. He provided the financial
resources and management support to allow the broadcasting properties to meet and exceed
their public service obligations. Rupp came to Midwest from Cox Communications in Atlanta,
where he served as Vice President and General Manager -- responsible for the operations of
all of Cox's television and radio properties, and their two sales companies, TeleRep and The
Christal Company. While at Cox, Rupp acquired several of its broadcast stations and all of its sales
companies.
Throughout his career, Rupp encouraged the entrepreneurial spirit among his employees. He
wanted to see risk-taking and innovation, even at the cost of mistakes. His business
philosophy was simple: useful service to the community, innovation and quality. His advice to
young managers: "We're all on the same team....and individual initiative is the star player...so
dare to be superior in all things...and do so with openness, honesty and integrity”.
That dedication to innovation is illustrated by the launching and growth of Midwest Cable &
Satellite, a subsidiary of Midwest Communications. Instead of taking the traditional "anti-cable"
stance of many broadcasters, Rupp decided to forge an alliance with cable operators -- and formed
the new company to sell advertising for the cable systems and provide special cable programming,
sharing revenues with the cable operators. Midwest Cable became the largest broadcaster-owned
cable interconnect in the United States. Rupp initiated the building of one of the first satellite
teleports in the United States. It enabled Midwest to provide common carrier services, such as
video and data transmissions, throughout the United States and the world. He started Midwest
Sports Channel, a highly successful regional sports business that included MN Twins Baseball, MN
North Star Hockey, and University of Minnesota sports and was sold to cable companies in the
Upper Midwest area. Mr. Rupp also formed a partnership between Midwest and several broadcast
industry leaders to transmit radio formats via satellite to radio stations throughout the country -this company was Satellite Music Network.

Jim Rupp served on the Board of Directors of Midwest Communications, Inc., United Video,
Inc. of Tulsa, Oklahoma, Satellite Music Network, Inc., Satellite Radio Network, Inc.,
Princeville Cablevision Corporation of Hanalei, Hawaii, King World Productions (distributor of
Wheel of Fortune, Jeopardy, The Oprah Winfrey Show) and the First Trust Company of
Minneapolis and St. Paul; has been a member of the Board of Directors of the Television
Bureau of Advertising (TVB) and the International Bureau of Advertising; past-president of the
Radio and Television Research Council.
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4. COMMUNITY AND COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIONS
Jim Rupp was thought of by his subordinates as a fair but tough, thoughtful and demanding leader.
He describes himself as a "coach" -- delegating authority and responsibility, then providing
encouragement and support. He looked for quality managers, with strong people skills and
unlimited imagination, and then provided the independence and the authority to accomplish
their goals and objectives.
Jim Rupp was extraordinarily active in a number of organizations, both regional and national,
which served the community beyond the bounds of broadcasting. Highlights include:
*Rupp was a National Director of the National Conference of Christians and Jews, and also
served on the Board of the Minnesota-Dakota region of the NCCJ. The purpose of the
organization was to promote justice, understanding and cooperation among all people, and to
instill and insure the involvement of young people in civic affairs and to promote leadership and
responsibility in service to society.
*Rupp served on the TV Cooperation Subcommittee of the U.S./Japan Educational
Interchange (CULCON). As such, he was actively interested and involved in promoting
mutual understanding between the two countries through the medium of television. Such efforts
included exchange of programs and producers between the two countries, sister-city
relationships, and the fostering of co-production and co-sponsorship of television programs and
procedures.
*For many years, Rupp served as a National Trustee of the National Foundation for
Crohn’s and Colitis, and in fact, was named outstanding National Trustee in 1973. Rupp had
also assisted the Minnesota Chapter of the NFIC to develop and refine its organizing, fundraising and information-sharing procedures.
*Rupp served as a National Trustee of the Foundation of the American Women in Radio &
Television (AWRT). The organization was dedicated to the professional growth of women in
business and broadcasting.
*Rupp and his wife, Sharon, where both actively involved in the Methodist Hospital Foundation,
which promoted cancer and cardiac care and research in the Twin Cities. Mrs. Rupp cochaired several of the annual fund-raisers, Jim Rupp assisted in public awareness activities.
The fund drives raised millions of dollars for the Hospital's Foundation.
*Rupp has also served on the Minnesota Governor's Task Force to promote business growth in
the state -- by encouraging current firms to stay and expand in Minnesota, and to persuade
new businesses to locate in the state.
In 1979, Rupp was made an honorary member of the Minneapolis Regional Native American
Center, a tribute to his efforts -- and those of WCCO -- to help the Native American
community in the Twin Cities. He was actively involved in the support of the people in this
organization as well as New Visions Treatment Center.
Under his direction, the Midwest broadcasting properties instituted a major internship
program, providing students from around the region and the country an opportunity to have a
carefully-supervised education and work experience at the stations. The WCCO Minority
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Scholarship program at the University of Minnesota, helped to fund the journalism education
of ten deserving minority students each year. Rupp often lectured on broadcasting and
business at the University of Minnesota and St. Thomas College.
Jim Rupp won many awards for his professional and personal activities, and showed a
continuing involvement in AWRT, NCCJ, Science Museum of Minnesota [Past Chairman of the
Board], Idaho State University [1988 Professional Achievement Award & 1995 Distinguished
Alumnus Award] and other organizations and entities which have honored him.

5. PHILOSOPHY OF JAMES M. RUPP
Jim Rupp was able to successfully balance his personal and professional lives, his career and
his family. In no case did he allow business to take precedence over his family; in fact, Rupp
often chose to cancel or postpone important business matters to attend such things as his
son's basketball or little league baseball games, or to speak to his children’s classes.
The Rupp family took one major foreign trip a year together, to places like New Zealand and
Africa, and once each year, Jim and Sharon took a marriage renewal trip to other exotic
locations. Sharon often accompanied Jim on his frequent business and convention trips.
Rupp's philosophy of life, according to a close business associate can be summarized by the
word "empathy" -- he tried to put himself into the shoes of others, to look at any given situation
from all sides and all viewpoints before making a decision. And then always seemed willing to
change if circumstances warranted.
Rupp's friends said he will always search for, and appreciate, the value in a person, no matter
what their rank or station in life. That is why his circle of friends included gardeners,
mechanics, prominent businessmen, entertainers and politicians. His own poor upbringing was
an early and lasting lesson in tolerance and understanding of all people.
And his friends knew they could count on him: a broadcasting acquaintance called one day,
asking for help with a daughter -- who had become involved with drugs and was in a treatment
program in Minnesota. She needed part-time employment as part of her therapy. Rupp
provided it for her and despite many ups-and-downs in the workplace, he kept his faith and
patience; and his colleague’s daughter finally got her life back together.
Jim Rupp was at the peak of his profession and his career when he retired in 1992 after
Midwest Communications was acquired by CBS. He is a man who was able to climb from a
childhood in the potato fields of Idaho to a pre-eminent position in the American broadcasting
business, never forgetting family or friends or the social needs of a society and a system that
allowed him to achieve this remarkable success.
Biography by Jan Riese, Executive Assistant to James M. Rupp, Midwest Communications.
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6. FAREWELL TO MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS

MIDWEST

11th on the Mall Minneapolis, MN
55403

COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

JAMES M. RUPP
President &
Chief Executive Officer
(612) 330-2660

February 4, 1992

An Open Letter to all Midwest Communications’ Employees
It is virtually impossible for me to personally thank each
and every one of you for your individual contributions at
Midwest Communications {WCCO/KCCO/KCCW TV; WCCO AM;
WFRV/WJMN TV; WLTE FM; Corporate, Operating Company and
Midwest Cable and Satellite}. I want you all to know that I
leave the company with a great deal of pride in all of you
and in your individual commitment to quality performance.
Whether your job was on-the-air or behind the scenes you
have all contributed to making this one of the finest
Communication companies in the United States.
In the world of business there are always divisions
within a company that are more successful than others.
And in some cases, divisions that falter or even fail.
Midwest Communications has been rather unique. Each and
every one of our properties has become a leader in its
individual market. WCCO TV is the most dominant
television station in America. WCCO Radio the leader in
its market and, a good part of the time, the most
dominant radio station in America. Midwest was recognized
by its peers in 1991 as having both the outstanding
television and radio station in America. A record in the
industry probably not to be duplicated by any other
communications company.
Literally starting from scratch, WLTE FM has grown into not
only one of the market's top stations, but one of the
highest rated FM stations in America. WFRV/WJMN TV is also
a strong leader in their market. Facing tough competition
from a strong, old-line CBS station they overcame this
obstacle to attain their leadership position, not only
overall sign-on to sign-off but also in news. Both of these
11

are certainly accomplishments of note. The positioning of
Midwest Cable & Satellite (Common Carrier and Midwest
Sports Channel) to participate in the new communications
business was not easy but they accomplished it through hard
work, perseverance and a real commitment.
While the last couple of years have been challenging for all of
us, you have each helped to protect and enhance our media franchises and exceeded all goals that were humanly possible. Thank
you. May the future bring you continued success, health and
happiness.
As many of you know, Sharon and I will be staying in the Twin
Cities. We're both looking forward to new challenges in this
wonderful community and great country in which we live.
With best regards, Jim Rupp

WCCO TV WCCO Radio WLTE FM Minneapolis St. Paul WFRV (WJMN) TV Green Bay MIDWEST CABLE & SATELL1TE MN.

7. COMMENTS – BY JAMES M. RUPP
Jan Riese, my Executive Assistant at Midwest Communications, was a great choice to author my
Biography. She had access to all my personal files, photos, records and newspaper and magazine
articles written during my life. Jan had a reputation of being very objective and honest person. I believe
what she wrote in my Biography to be factually accurate.
For the benefit of my children, grandchildren, future generations and friends, I’ll share with you excerpts
from letter’s Jan Riese found in my personal award files in the late 1980’s, when I was nominated and
received several local and national awards including the “The Abe Lincoln National Award”.
Paul O Sands, Executive Director, National Conference of Christians and Jews Inc., Minnesota.
Excerpts:
“Over the years, I have gotten to know Jim very
well. As an NCCJ board member he has been an inspiration to all of us. Jim’s excellent leadership
over the years reminds me of “The Thinkers Creed”… When faced with a mountain, I will not quit. I
will keep striving until I climb over, find a pass through, tunnel underneath, or simply stay and turn the
mountain into a gold mine with God’s help. This creed most certainly exemplifies Jim’s leadership and
self-initiative. He serves as a model for our business community. As we all know, hard times can
either make or break an individual. Some individuals during hardships succumb to despair, to
fatalism. Others, however, work harder, roll up their sleeves and overcome the hurdles through
courage and tenacity. They don’t succumb to feelings of hopelessness, rather they move forward.
And Jim never quit. The real mark, however, of Jim’s character is that he has never forgotten his roots.
His leadership has consistently demonstrated concern and compassion for those in need, for those
who are still struggling against all odds. Above all, leaders must have heart. “A good leader is like the
sun, for he shines bright and never changes, but keeps his course truly.” These words, coined from
Shakespeare, describe Jim Rupp.”
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Herb Dorr, Native American, Native American Center, Minnesota.
Excerpts: “Now and then,
an individual comes along and offers a hand, not a handout, nor hand up but a helping hand. Such
individuals like the Center are unique, they are usually strong, determined and do not operate from a
base of some unspoken recognition of guilt. Characteristically, they prefer anonymity and understand
as our forefathers did, that it is not what you give that counts, but what you hold back that counts.
Today we are gathered to honor an individual who has held back nothing; James M. Rupp of Midwest
Communications. Actually, Mr. Rupp prefers to be called “Jim” by his friends and I am pleased to be a
friend of his but I just call him Chief. I choose to believe that much of his drive, generosity, intelligence,
and charisma comes from the fact that he grew up next to the Fort Hall Reservation near Pocatello,
Idaho. We all know that what you learn as a youth stays with you all your life. Jim, for his help and
assistance to the NAC, was so great and immeasurable, the Board of Directors in 1979 honored him
with a custom made Indian Headdress. This honor was never presented before or since.
In the closet in Jim’s office hangs a framed receipt for a burial plot in a cemetery in Idaho, it was to
signify the only real asset that one needs. I do not possess the poetry of imagination nor the brilliance
of metaphor to do justice to Jim’s theory. I can say it takes a unique individual to rise from humble
beginnings to a position of power and prestige as a captain of industry. That is a given! What is truly
unique is when one makes the rise as Jim did and helps so many others along the way.”
Martha Pell Stanville, Vice-President, NBC, Hollywood, CA.
Excerpts: “I met Jim
Rupp when he came to Minneapolis in 1976. . .his reputation proceeded him as a champion of
women. As I got to know him better I saw his depth of interest and concern with equal opportunity for
women in the industry. His support of my activities in American Women in Radio & Television,
including National President of the organization, plus the contribution he has made to the Education
Foundation of AWRT, prior to and during his years of service as a member of the Board of Trustees,
was and continues to be unsurpassed. Jim is a wonderful individual and I am proud to claim him not
only as a mentor but also a friend.”
Roger M King, Chairman of the Board, King World, New York.
Excerpts: “When we first
met I was selling syndicated programming and Jim Rupp was the decision maker at Midwest. I know
firsthand why he has the reputation as the toughest contract negotiator in the broadcast industry. I
developed a great respect for his business acumen, integrity, his remarkable attention to detail and his
ability to run one of the premiere broadcasting empires in communications. As the years passed and
my company grew and became a member of the New York Stock Exchange, I asked Jim to join our
Board of Directors. His knowledge of communications, economics, broadcasting and the TV ratings
business, combined with his outstanding reputation in the industry, makes him a valuable asset. He is
forthright and extremely open and honest. On a personal note, Jim has been a good friend and when
my private life was in turmoil, he has been my confidant, supporter and cheerleader. He stands by his
friends. In my book, that is the mark of a true gentlemen.”
After I retired, on several occasions either my children, grandchildren or a friend would ask me,
“What was the secret to your success in business?” I answered the question this way!
During my life’s journey in the world of business I had an opportunity to develop a
management style that I believe was very effective and might best be described by others.
In 1987 there were two companies interested in the phenomenal success of Midwest
Communications. Both of them studied the Midwest business model and following are
observations they made about the management style of Jim Rupp.
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Observations of Company A
Jim Rupp - President and CEO Midwest Communications
“Jim Rupp impressed me as being a true “leader” versus a senior manager. He appears to have
some very strong beliefs and values which he lives by. Consistently, he appears to also lead by
these same values. He seems to have true vision and this is the direction he moves Midwest
Communications.
He stressed the changing environment and the impact on the communications industry, but these
changes can be applied to any industry. His comment that these changes are going to require
leaders and managers to be smarter, really sticks in my mind. We are those managers, the ones that
need to live and manage in this ever changing environment. I believe those who learn to accept
change and the opportunities it provides will be the ones that succeed. We can't fight change it's
inevitable. It opens doors and opportunities if we learn to work with it not against it.
Even his management style was that of a leader versus a manager. He described himself as a coach
- he delegates responsibility and authority then provides the encouragement and support. He
stressed the importance of taking risks to be successful. If you are going to do something it should be
done right - quality is important. I feel these are all extremely desirable qualities. I hope that these are
qualities I can someday use to describe myself and how others will describe me. His attitude seems
to be one of real genuine self-confidence and inner peace.
Social responsibility seems to be a driving force behind his accomplishments. He has a strong belief
that organizations and individuals take a lot out of society therefore they must be prepared to give
back. I realize this is partly attributable to the industry he is in. However, I feel he would believe this
no matter what industry he was in. He mentioned his personal priorities were family and social
concerns. I think this is VERY important. We all have this responsibility. I just wish everyone took it
more seriously. It is very sad to see what some organizations are doing today.
People skills are what differentiates individuals. It's important to remember as Schoenecker said
people are our best resource. We need to create an environment where people are motivated and
can have fun, yet be challenged at work. This is essential and tends to differentiate a good manager
from a not so good one. I think some managers/leaders are so far removed from the people they
forget how important they are. I think this is why MBWA (Management By Wandering Around) has
become so popular in recent years. Managers are becoming more aware of the importance of their
employees and the impact they have on the success of an organization.
He also reinforced Dale and Schoenecker's comment that people should not be punished for their
mistakes. Obviously practicing this has not hurt any of their organizations rather it has probably been
one of the factors in their continued success.
Put things in perspective!! This is critical to everyone's personal health and success. It is really
amazing what some people do to their health, families and careers because they have been unable
to put things in perspective. I feel this is a learned skill, it requires a conscious effort and some
people are better at it than others. But none-the-less it is necessary. If you can do this you'd be
amazed at how much less stress you will experience and how much more you will enjoy life. It is
definitely something you need to do for yourself, others can't do it for you.
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A number of things have happened in my personal life which have really forced me to put things into
perspective. One of which was my Father's heart-attacks (four in four years) and open heart surgery
all before his 43rd birthday. It is still not something that comes easy but I must frequently remind
myself to "put it in perspective". They chuckle at work because I like to remind them "nobody will
die", but it works and often helps to put things back in perspective. It's important to keep a balance.
I do not believe to put it in perspective means to not take things seriously or to not work hard, I just
believe you need a balance. No, I certainly am not perfect I many times regress but then I just make
an extra effort. Again it's important to have a sense of humor, have fun!!! It really can help reduce
stress and put things in perspective.
Another comment both Rupp and Dale made was that exercise is important to reduce stress. This is
something I know and believe. But at times in my life when I most need it I tend to be the worst
about doing it. Now that I've been reminded again I think I will make time to exercise.
Rupp is an excellent example of compatibility between personal life and career. He seems to have
been able to find a balance with few compromises. His personal values and beliefs seem to mirror
those of the organization (or visa versa). He seems very happy with himself and his career. He has
been financially successful. He is happily married with a family. He is the leader of a major
organization. He is socially responsible and has made an effort to give back to the society both
personally and through the organization. To me he is a success.”
OBSERVATIONS OF COMPANY B
Jim Rupp - President & CEO of Midwest Communications
“As president and CEO of Midwest Communications, Rupp provides leadership to a group of
entrepreneurial-type managers. He seems to have clearly defined his role and priorities in
determining the company's direction. I think this is critical if the company is to be managed
effectively and with consistency. Presumably, his managers know their boundaries as well as
his expectations. Particularly given the rapidly-changing nature of the communications
business, it seems important that Rupp concentrate on guiding the direction and providing objectives for the company, rather than become too involved in day-to-day operations.
To be competitive, the company must encourage innovation. Rupp does this by allowing his
managers greater autonomy and therefore, also more responsibility in taking risks. Because
this means more management accountability, it would follow that his managers would
become more closely involved in the business as if they were actually running their own
company. As Rupp stated, the key to the success of his management style is to find "quality"
managers and employees with strong people skills which set them apart from the rest. No doubt
Rupp's own philosophy of welcoming change when new opportunities arise also strongly
supports an entrepreneurial type management.
Rupp spent a great deal of time discussing the new technologies and resulting
competition facing companies in the communications industry. I believe this illustrated
the nature of the company's growth under Rupp's guidance, from a traditional
communications broadcaster ten years ago to a multi-service industry. In this "era of
accelerated innovation", the issues current to broadcasting are complex and the company is
faced with a multitude of decisions which involve many unknowns. His point appeared to be
that managers today particularly those affected most by changing technologies--must keep
informed of these changes, be aware of what competitors are doing, and be willing to take
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some risks. Doing the latter may be particularly difficult because of limited information
available to support certain decisions. Such "advice" seems obvious, yet is often not so
easy to follow up on. As a manager, I find it important to remember that a decision may be
good or bad despite what the data seems to indicate.
Regarding the diversity of services Midwest Communications provides, I am wondering how far the
company can successfully broaden its base. Many businesses currently face the dilemma of
whether to specialize or try to cover all bases. Rupp's argument it that it is necessary in order for
the company to protect itself. Over diversifying, however, could also make it difficult for the
company to maintain its current standards and/or prove to be too large a drain on its capital. I
believe this raises an important point: that managers/leaders must continually examine and weigh
its strategies for growth, if growth is desired.
Rupp offered many useful, concrete examples of his leadership style. He emphasized learning by
trial and error, being approachable, "coaching" managers where necessary,' and building a strong
personal evaluation system. I believe these are key ingredients to providing strong leadership. In
addition, I believe it is crucial to incorporate quality and service into strategic goals. As a manager,
it is also easy to forget, after the fact, to analyze successes and failures so as to understand how
you may have contributed to or avoided a particular outcome. Rupp also stressed that he is not a
"political" manager; I believe this is a good example to set, and if carried through middle
management, may improve employee morale and productivity.
After reading the articles on Rupp and Midwest Communications, I expected to meet a person who
was somewhat brash and arrogant. Instead, my opinion is that as a leader, he exudes selfconfidence and is well-focused. As a CEO and President, I believe it is important that this attitude
be obvious if others are to believe in his abilities to lead/manage. In addition, Rupp maintains it is
necessary to keep a sense of humor on the job. I agree that this is essential, not only as a stressreliever, but also to help create a fun environment in which to work.
In terms of Rupp's personal goals, I found it interesting to see how they matured over the years of
building his career. It no longer seems to be enough to be a successful businessman; he wants to
be viewed as an "entrepreneur with social concern". He has available the mediums through which
he can accomplish this objective. If a company is able to do this and be profitable at the same
time, it seems the company has achieved that much more success. Whatever the motivation, I
believe Rupp's example is a good one to set.”

8. REFLECTIONS & MEMORIES
PARENTS: Mahlon Earl Rupp & Ila Grace Burnham
I was blessed with very caring and loving parents growing up in Idaho. My father and mother were
excellent role models for all of the children. My father was a man of many talents and believed
strongly in “you live what you learn”. He taught me to especially respect time. Don’t waste it! Keep
busy, work hard and don’t make promises you can’t keep. He was a classic example of not letting
moss grow under your feet. You were up early, with exercise. Then work, on a before school
project, school came next and at the end of the day another project. The weekends were for family
activities and Church. He was very generous in sharing what he called “Lessons in Life”. The two
that stood out from the many he instilled in my mind are: 1. Integrity or your word is your bond. 2.
If you do something. Do it right! On Father’s Day 2011, I wrote as part of a letter to my Dad,
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excerpt: “I can’t tell you how important these two and so many other “Lessons in Life” you shared
with me benefited my family along our journey in life. I see these lessons that started with you and
passed on to my children and now the grandchildren, as being a part of the cornerstone in all our
lives. Thank you so much for these important gifts and thank you for being my father.”
My mother, Ila Grace, complimented my father, she was a great homemaker, well organized, terrific
writer, excellent landscape artist, and good listener. She could slow my father down when he tried
to do too much for himself or the family. They always made the important family decisions together.
No surprises. My mother had a special perspective on life and would remind us “memories are
dreams that have already come true”. My parents were married for 79 years.

WIFE: COMPANION & PARTNER: Sharon Elaine Enell
While a student at Idaho State, I met Sharon a fellow student, who was a grade ahead of me. We
courted for about two years and married during my junior year. Sharon, by the way, was an
identical twin, and for the first two years of our courtship I had difficulty telling them apart. Sharon
had been raised on a small potato farm and she too, had made her own way in college. We were
in many respects a lot alike, strong work ethic, honest, kind-hearted and supportive. Sharon was a
remarkable individual and had many special qualities; smart, loving, nurturing, caring, predictable
and dependable. We have had a wonderful life together and in 2018 will have been married for 63
years.

9. AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF SHARON ENELL RUPP
My sister, Shirley Louise, and I, Sharon Elaine were born to George and Adell Enell in 1934. We
are identical twins, Shirley being born ten minutes before me. We were born at the Idaho Falls,
Idaho Hospital near the Snake River.
Our family lived about seven miles from Idaho Falls on an eighty-acre farm. Our Dad was a farmer,
raising potatoes, sugar beets, wheat, hay, and some other grain crops.
Our Uncle Elmer lived with us at the time we were born. He was Dad’s brother and he helped Mom
and Dad take care of us.
Our home was a small two-bedroom house. We had a kitchen and living room, but no running
water and no bathroom facilities. We had an outhouse to use as a toilet. My parents had to bring
in all the water that we used for drinking, also for laundry, bathing and general use in the kitchen.
We had a cistern that was filled with water that was pumped out of the canal running through our
property.
One day when we were about 5 years old, Mom was down in the cistern moving the hose that the
water was carried in. She accidently fell off the ladder and could not get back up. She also did not
know how to swim. Dad was on his way to Ammon to buy something. Our dog, Blackie (who was
a black collie), started after Dad barking and running in front of the car. He would not let Dad go
forward, so Dad came back to find Mom in trouble. He actually saved her life by barking.
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Shirley and I slept in a twin crib together until we were 5 years old. Then we moved to a double
bed and we slept together until we went to college. Being the only 2 children in the family, we did
everything together. We always dressed exactly alike all the way through college, even after Jim
and I were married.
When we were five years old, we started first grade at the Dewey School. There were only four
people in our grade, two boys and two girls. Our school was a two-room school with about twenty
students in all. Some classes had only one or two students, so the teacher combined grades
together. At recess we all went outside to play together. We would play “Kick the Can” or “Hide
and Seek”, or sometimes “Tag”. Shirley and I liked to play ball with the boys.
During the summer we spent a lot of time outside. We rode our bikes all over. We played a lot of
ball. We enjoyed making mud pies, when we were young. We also liked to play croquet and
badminton.
On weekends we spent a lot of time with our maternal grandparents, Delia and Ernest Meppen.
We helped our Grandma gather eggs in the chicken coop. She candled them and sold them to her
customers. They had an apple orchard that we liked to play in. We often saw our Great
Grandmother Onnen and our grandfather’s sister, Aunt Agnes Jones. She sewed a lot of matching
outfits for us when we were young.
As we grew a little older, around ten or so, Grandma and Grandpa taught us to play pinochle. We
loved that game. We spent hours and hours playing it with them even until we were teenagers.
Each year our parents would buy several baby chicks to raise for food and eggs. We often had
them in our house with a lamp to keep them warm until they were old enough to go into the chicken
coop. Also, we would keep baby pigs in the house until they were old enough to be in the pig sty.
Our Dad raised calves also to use for food and milk. We loved watching them grow and as we
grew older, it was our job to get them out of the pasture to the barn for milking. One black cow had
twelve calves.
We always had a few horses on the farm. Some were for plowing the fields before we had tractors.
Others we could ride. We had one grey horse who was blind in one eye. We liked riding him as he
was quite gentle.
When we were about ten years or so, we had to help on the farm pulling weeds in the potato fields.
We also picked up potatoes during harvest time. When Dad raised beets, we had to help thinning
them and weeding them. During planting season, we helped cut potatoes into pieces for planting.
That was done on a sorter with a sharp knife in front of each person. It was a long day working
from 8 A.M. till 5 P.M. That was done in May.
When we graduated sixth grade at the Dewey School, we went to the Idaho Falls Junior High
School where we completed seventh through ninth grades. We rode the bus to town. It took at
least 30-45 minutes to get there. We were very shy and did not have many friends, as we had to
get on the bus right after school. We did very well in school, always making the honor roll.
In tenth grade we advanced to the Idaho Falls High School. We took Latin for two years from a
lady named Gladys Buckley. We really enjoyed that class and also liked her a lot. We were also
interested in learning typing and stenography, considering becoming secretaries. So, we took all
the business classes we could. But upon graduation, we decided to apply to Idaho State College,
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because we enjoyed school a lot. It was easy to get in, being Idaho residents, having good
grades, and also quite inexpensive. It only cost us $50 a semester to attend. Once we were
enrolled and got into our classes, I applied for a job in the College Library. I got that in the catalog
department, typing cards for the files. Once again, I was so fond of my boss, Martha Guenther.
Shirley stayed home and did the cleaning, laundry, etc. and I worked quite a bit. Eventually, she
got a job there, too. We were able to pay for our own education and room and board, etc.
In my freshman year I met George Hesselholt, who was a friend of my friend, Arletta Blackham.
We dated quite steadily for that year, mostly going to movies and dances. He did not have a car,
so we walked everywhere. At the end of that year, I decided to break up with him.
In the fall of my sophomore year, I met Jim. He was introduced to me by a young woman who
worked with me. He had dated her a little in high school. We met at a dance the first few days of
school and started going out a lot. He came over to see me several times a week at Gravely Hall,
where we lived. We also went to a lot of movies and dances. Since he lived at home in Pocatello,
he had the use of his family car sometimes and we also walked a lot.
We dated for about two years. Jim then asked me to marry him, and I said yes. We were married
in 1955. I was 20 and Jim was 19. He had 2 years left in college and I had 1. We got a small
apartment owned by his Dad and we both finished college at Idaho State.
He then got an assistantship at Ohio State University to get his Master’s degree in radio and
television. We moved to Columbus in l957. At the time, I was pregnant. Julene was born in
Columbus.
When Jim finished his degree at Ohio State University, we moved to Laurel, Maryland, where he
had a job with American Research Bureau. We lived there for several years. When Julene was
eighteen months old, I applied for a job with the National Security Agency at Ft. Meade, Maryland.
I worked there for about four years and then I became pregnant with Sandra. We moved from
Laurel to Silver Spring, Maryland, and bought a house there. Sandra was born in Washington, DC.
We moved to Atlanta when Jim was hired by Cox Broadcasting Corporation. After several years,
Cox sent Jim to New York to open up an office for them. We resided in Stamford, Connecticut for
six years. Steven was born in Stamford, CT.
We moved again back to Atlanta until 1976. I spent most of my time raising the children and
playing tennis.
Upon leaving Cox in l976 Jim was hired by Midwest Communications in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
We bought our home, “Birdsong”, in Minnetonka. We have resided there for forty-one years.
We enrolled Sandra and Steve in the Blake Schools there. Julene was at college at the University
of Virginia. I spent a great deal of my time volunteering in all of the libraries at Blake. I also wrote
the Blake Directory for many years and helped to write a cookbook for the School.
Shortly after I arrived in Minnesota, I also volunteered at Methodist Hospital raising money through
“Tennis and Crumpets”. I was then asked to be on the Methodist Hospital Foundation board, which
I did for fourteen years. I also joined the Auxiliary, where I became President for a year. I also
spent hours volunteering in the Coffee and Gift Shops there. I was a volunteer for 35 years.
During this time, I also got involved with the annual galas put on by the Foundation. I chaired some
and was always on one or more committees to help. And I did all the seating for these events for
many, many years.
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One day Jim got a call from Elizabeth Tucker. She was President of the Crohn’s and Colitis
Foundation in Minnesota. She wanted help with fundraising. As he was very busy in his job with
Midwest Communications at the time, I said I would help her. Together we had several fashion
shows and golf events to raise money for the Foundation. I was on that board for several years.
In 1991 Special Olympics had their meet in Minneapolis. I was asked by a friend who was the
Chairwoman to be a Commissioner. I said I would and I became the Commissioner for Special
Events. I put together a committee and we worked on various special events in Minneapolis and
St. Paul to raise awareness for the event. It was a very rewarding experience.
In 1992 Jim retired from Midwest Communications. We bought a second home in Naples, Florida.
We spent 6 months in Minnesota and 6 months in Florida. I then started volunteering for the
Naples Community Hospital in North Naples. I have been there for 25 years. I am still transporting
patients to their tests.
I have played a lot of golf over the years here in Naples, as our home is in Quail Creek Estates on
a golf course. We belong to the Quail Creek Country Club. I also play a lot of bridge both in
Minnetonka and in Naples. I am now the Captain of the Quail Creek Interclub Bridge team. We
play duplicate bridge with several other country clubs in the area.
About four years ago I started working at the Normandale Community College as a volunteer,
helping my good friend, Colleen Simpson. She is the Executive Director of the Foundation there.
I have had a very rewarding life. I have a great family, and a wonderful husband. I have many
great friends. Besides my three children, I have a great daughter-in-law and son-in-law and five
super grandchildren.

10. COMMENTS BY SANDRA K RUPP
RECOLLECTIONS OF MY FATHER’S FRIENDS
At the 50th Anniversary party for Mom and Dad, I stood up and talked to dinner guests about
fascinating things my parents had done over the years including their travels to 70+ countries, as
well as sharing stories of the famous people they had met. The list includes celebrities from Dad’s
work in the television industry to captains of industry to future US Presidents. His life has been
inspiring from many perspectives in that Dad has been known to relate well to people of all
backgrounds, whether it be royalty or just meeting people on an elevator or from the small town he
grew up in.
The most notable stories included dinner with Oprah Winfrey (he was on the Board of King World
which distributed Oprah, Jeopardy and Wheel of Fortune), meeting with Warren Buffett for advice
on his next job (how he landed his CEO role at Midwest Communications). And then there was the
time he met Bob Hope, John Wayne, and Mary Tyler Moore – but not at the same time! Mom and
Dad regularly attended the CBS, NBC and ABC Network Affiliates Conventions in Hollywood. Dad
also hosted the entire reporting staff of 60 Minutes at WCCO-TV one year, including Andy Rooney,
the first time they all had gotten together outside of New York. We had Phil Donahue at our home
for a big dinner party (before Phil met Marlo Thomas). Dad was close to Al Masini, the television
executive who was creator of Entertainment Tonight, who once worked for him at Cox. Al also
20

created Lifestyles of the Rich & Famous and Star Search. We attended his wedding at the
Rainbow Room in New York. Dad was also close to the legendary Roger King and there were
dinners at The Four Seasons, “21” and La Grenouille in New York (he always ordered the Frog’s
Legs and Chocolate Soufflé). Mom and Dad traveled to England to attend a black-tie party given
by Sir Lew Grade at his London home and were honored to meet HRH Princess Margaret, Lord
Snowden, as well as Roger Moore (James Bond) and Julie Andrews (Sound of Music). They
stayed late into the night as you cannot leave a party until royalty leaves first.
When we lived in Atlanta, Dad knew several captains of industry including friend and fellow
broadcasting executive Ted Turner. He also met Jane Fonda. He knew Jimmy Carter who went
from the Governor’s office to US President. Mom and Dad flew to Atlantic City one year for a small
party hosted by none other than a future President: Donald J. Trump. They were impressed with
how he walked around the cocktail party and had a camera crew film each person he met.
Interestingly their first trip to Atlantic City was in 1956 after they were married, when Dad’s sister
Gail, was in the Miss America pageant as Miss Idaho. Mom and Dad traveled to Las Vegas and
Hollywood, California on their honeymoon. Dad was always lucky at the blackjack table, and they
were even contestants on the game show “Name That Tune”. Dad had television on his mind from
day one. He grew up in a small town in Idaho near where the design for the first Television set was
sketched by Philo Farnsworth, the inventor of TV.
Broadcasting was like the internet of today, an exciting new growth industry. His career spanned
both television and radio, as well as satellites and cable. Speaking of satellites, the most famous
astronaut he met was John Glenn. There were also many sporting events he attended with Mom
including all the major tennis tournaments (Wimbledon, French Open, Australian Open & US
Open). Mom was an excellent tennis player. They regularly attended major league baseball,
football, hockey, and basketball games in the cities they lived in with front and center seats, or later
on in the coveted stadium boxes. It was not unusual for them to distribute tickets to family and
friends. For the World Series between the Minnesota Twins vs. the Atlanta Braves, he provided
tickets to all his employees including his gardeners and trash collectors at Bird Song.
In the television field, Dad had many anchors work for him over the years including internationally
famous ones like Tom Brokaw & Larry King. It was not uncommon to get a Holiday present from
Oprah (yes, THE Oprah). Best wishes to my Dad.

11. CONGRATS TO OUR CHILDREN, SPOUSES AND GRANDCHILDREN
We are so proud of the accomplishments of our three children, Julie, Sandra, Steve, their spouses,
Thom & Catherine, and our five grandchildren, Grant, Anna, David, Jonathan and Lily. Pardon me
for bragging but they are all working hard to achieve their dreams.
Julie Rupp Dasher graduated from the University of Virginia, Northwestern University MA & MBA
and is Founder & Chief Creative Officer of Julie Dasher Rugs, an International Rug Company of
high end hand woven carpets. Thom Dasher, her husband, graduated from Amherst College,
Northwestern University MBA and is President of juliedasherrugs.com. Children: Grant graduated
from Harvard College and works for Google. Lily is a sophomore at High Point University.
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Sandra Rupp graduated from Colgate University, Northwestern University MBA and is an Executive
Recruiter, Executive Coach, Public Speaker, Spokesperson, Author & Writer and Video Personality.
Visit Sandra Rupp on YouTube, Twitter and Amazon.
Steve Rupp graduated from Bowdoin College, Northwestern University MBA and is President of
Mcgyan Biodiesel, LLC. Catherine Witt Rupp, his wife, graduated from Saint Norbert College and
is Special Events Coordinator for St. Therese of Deephaven Parish. Children: Anna is a senior at
Davidson College and headed to Medical School. David is a junior at Saint Olaf College. Jonathan
will be a freshman next year at Gustavus Adolphus College.
Thank you for making Jim & Sharon so proud of each of you!

12. RETIREMENT
Several friends and family after Midwest Communications was acquired by CBS asked, “Where do
you and Sharon go from here?” I was only 55 years old and as my biography stated in 1992 “at the
peak of my profession and my career.”
I had always wanted to retire when Sharon and I were still in excellent health and active in mind
and spirit. We both loved to travel the four corners of the world, so we decided that I would retire in
1992 and begin our new journey, which included travel to over 70 countries which you will read
about later. In the meantime, there was a development in 1998 which caused me to retire from my
Board appointments and to focus solely on family and travel.

13. THE MAYO CLINIC: A GIFT OF LIFE
The Rupps have had a special relationship with the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN for over 40 years
through routine physical examinations and surgeries to stay in good health. In 1998 in a routine
exam, Jim was diagnosed with iron overload or hemochromatosis, which is a hereditary disease
undetected in millions of Americans, especially men. Without diagnosis, he would have had a life
expectancy of only five more years. When the iron was taken out of his body through large blood
draws he was able to live an additional 20 years even though his liver was impacted by the iron.
The Mayo Clinic came to his home in Minnetonka in the late 1990s and posted an interview with
him about hemochromatosis in order to help raise awareness among doctors and media nationally
and internationally about this disorder. Fortunately, through routine blood draws, he functioned
normally during this period by staying active and healthy with golf, travel and bicycling.
His good luck changed in 2018 when he was diagnosed with liver cancer. Because of his age, he
was no longer eligible for a liver transplant. During this period with the Mayo, Jim was blessed with
the care of Dr. David J. Brandhagen MD (now deceased) and Dr. Jayant A. Talwalkar MD, MPH.
Thank you to the Mayo Clinic and these special doctors for giving Jim an additional 20 wonderful
years of life. We are all very blessed to have a facility like the Mayo Clinic.
During these last 20 years of life, Jim & Sharon experienced travel adventures of a lifetime!
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14. OUR LIFETIME TRAVEL -- SIX CONTINENTS OF THE WORLD

We had already traveled to a good number of Countries, Cities and even remote Islands
but there were so many places we still wanted to visit. We started our new Journey by
listing “The Six Continents” – ASIA – AFRICA – EUROPE – SOUTH AMERICA –
NORTHAMERICA – AUSTRALIA OR OCEANIA and the adjacent Islands.

This is what we accomplished:
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MAP OF ASIA & COUNTRIES VISITED

LIST OF COUNTRIES VISITED:
Brunei - Bandar Seri Begawa
Cambodia - Phnom Penh
China - Beijing
India - New Delhi
Indonesia - Jakarta
Israel - Jerusalem
Japan – Tokyo
Jordan - Amman
Malaysia - Kuala Lumpur
Myanmar - Naypyidaw
Nepal - Kathmandu
Oman - Muscat
Singapore - Singapore
Taiwan
Thailand - Bangkok
Vietnam - Hanoi

Kingdom of Brunei

Cambodia Ruins
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Cambodia Angkor Wat

Cambodia Sharon

Shanghai, China

Chengdu Panda

Lhasa, Tibet

Guilin, China

Agra, India

Xian Terracotta Army

Lhasa, Tibet

Chengdu, China

Lhasa Potala Palace

Lhasa Monks

Lhasa Market Place

Macau, China

India Taj Mahal
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Hong Kong, China

Agra, India

Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia Temple

Bali, Indonesia Beach Hotel

Jerusalem, Israel

City of Jerusalem

Jerusalem Church Mosaic

Tokyo, Japan

Japan Mt. Fuji

Aqaba, Jordon

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Kyoto, Japan

Jordon Petra Ruins

Jordon Petra Valley

Malaysia Mosque

Yangon, Myanmar
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Myanmar Bagon Pagoda

Yangon, Myanmar

Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepal Mount Everest

Nepal Temples

Muscat, Oman

Singapore

Singapore Flower Dome

Singapore Water Garden

Taiwan Skyline

Taiwan Temples

Taiwan National Palace Museum

Bangkok, Thailand

Bangkok Sharon

Bangkok Temple Sharon
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Bangkok Chao Phraya River

Thailand Royal Summer Palace

Chiang Mai Elephant Trip

Phuket Amanpuri Resort

Phuket, Thailand

Hanoi, Vietnam Imperil Citadel

Hanoi Ha Long Bay

Hanoi Sharon

Da Nang Marble Mountain Home of “Birdsong Buddha”

Chiang Mai, Thailand

Ho Chi Minh City[Saigon], Vietnam
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MAP OF AFRICA & COUNTRIES VISITED

LIST OF COUNTRIES VISITED:
Botswana - Gaborone
Egypt - Cairo
Ethiopia - Addis Ababa
Kenya - Nairobi
Lesotho - Maseru
Mali - Bamako
Morocco - Raba
South Africa - Pretoria
Swaziland - Lobamba/Mbabane
Tanzania - Dodoma
Zambia - Lusaka
Zimbabwe - Harare

Botswana Sharon

Botswana Hippo

Botswana Elephant

Botswana Elephants
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Cairo, Egypt

Mount Kenya Safari Club

Timbuktu, Mali

Johannesburg, South Africa

Sun City Palace Hotel

Egypt Pyramids & Sphinx

Kenya Cheetah

Egypt Pyramids

Kenya Elephant River Crossing

Timbuktu Guards Shirley & Sharon

Capital City Pretoria

Palace Hotel Entrance
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Marrakesh, Morocco

Soweto Suburbs

Palace Hotel Golf Club

Cape Town, South Africa

Cape Winery

Kimberly Diamond Mine

Mala Mala Leopard

Mala Mala Water Buffalo

Cape of Good Hope

Cape Wine Land Paarl Valley

Ostrich Farm Sharon

Blue Train Cape Town to Joburg

Mala Mala Game Park

Mala Mala Zebra

Swaziland, Africa
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Mala Mala Lion

Mala Mala Rhino

Tanzania Serengeti National Park

Tanzania Arusha Airport

Tanzania Lions

Serengeti Plain Jim & Sharon

Tanzania Giraffe

Lake Manyara Pelicans

Tanzania Hippo Pool

Tanzania Hippos

Tanzania Lioness

Tanzania Zebras

Tanzania Leopard

Tanzania Lioness

Tanzania Elephant

Zambia Sharon

Zambia Crocodile
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Zambia Zebra Herd

Zambia Baby Hippos

Zambia Warthogs

Harare, Zimbabwe

Harare Airport

Victoria Falls Hotel

Victoria Falls Hotel Circle

Victoria Falls 1905 Bridge

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

Falls Fly Over Sharon

Victoria Falls Jim
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Zambia Elephants

Victoria Falls Sharon

Victoria Falls Gorge

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

Victoria Falls Sharon

MAP OF EUROPE & COUNTRIES VISITED

LIST OF COUNTRIES VISITED:
Austria - Vienna
Belgium - Brussels
Cyprus - Nicosia
Denmark - Copenhagen
Estonia - Tallinn
Finland - Helsinki
France - Paris
Germany - Berlin
Greece - Athens
Ireland - Dublin
Italy - Rome
Latvia - Riga
Luxembourg - Luxembourg
Monaco - Monaco
Netherlands - Amsterdam
Norway - Oslo
Portugal - Lisbon
United Kingdom - London
Vatican City - Vatican City

Vienna, Austria

Salzburg, Austria

Vienna, Austria

Salzburg, Austria

Belgium Henri-Chapelle American World War II Cemetery
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Cyprus Salamis Ruins

Tallinn, Estonia

Paris, France

Copenhagen, Denmark

Helsinki, Finland

Paris Eiffel Tower

Meppen, Germany Sharon

Meppen, Germany

Athens, Greece

Isle of Rhodes Sandra
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Denmark Estate

Finland

Paris, France

Germany

Isle of Santorini Julie

Dublin, Ireland

Ireland Ashford Castle

Rome, Italy Colosseum

Rome Ruins

Rome Hotel Sharon

Florence Sandra

Venice, Italy

Venice Sandra & Sharon

Luxembourg City

Amsterdam, Netherlands

Luxembourg

Ireland Dromoland Castle

Monaco Monte Carlo Casino

Amsterdam Art Museum
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Amsterdam Sharon

Oslo, Norway

Bergen, Norway

Lisbon, Portugal

Portugal Coast

St Petersburg, Russia

St Petersburg Skyline

Geirangerfjord

Russia

Madrid, Spain

Madrid Museums

Seville, Spain

Barcelona, Spain

Stockholm, Sweden

Stockholm Marina

Stockholm Drottningholm Palace
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Zurich, Switzerland

Istanbul, Turkey

Turkey Ephesus

United Kingdom Stonehenge

Vatican City St Peter’s Square

Switzerland

Switzerland County Side

Istanbul Blue Mosque

Istanbul Grand Bazaar

London, United Kingdom

London Buckingham Palace

United Kingdom Shakespeare

Scotland Castle

Vatican City Square Sandra
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Vatican City Sistine Chapel

MAP OF SOUTH AMERICA & COUNTRIES VISITED

LIST OF COUNTRIES VISITED:
Brazil - Brasilia
Chile - Santiago (Easter Island)

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Amazon Rain Forest, Brazil

Easter Island Monumental Statues, Chile
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MAP OF NORTH AMERICA & COUNTRIES VISITED

LIST OF COUNTRIES VISITED:
Antigua and Barbuda - St. John’s
Bahamas – Nassau
Barbados – Bridgetown
Canada – Ottawa
Jamaica – Kingston
Mexico - Mexico City
Saint Kitts and Nevis – Basseterre
United States - Washington, D.C.
Antigua, West Indies

Barbados Sandy Lane Resort

Ottawa, Canada

40

Nassau, Bahamas

Montreal, Canada

Toronto. Canada

Vancouver, Canada

Montego Bay, Jamaica

Canada Lake Louise B. C.

Victoria, Canada

Mexico City, Mexico

Canada Banff B. C.

Victoria Butchart Gardens

Nevis, West Indies

Washington D.C. Capital

President Washington Monument

Washington D. C.

President Lincoln Monument

Washington D. C.

Unknown Soldier Monument
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MAP OF UNITED STATES & STATES VISITED

LIST OF STATES AND MEMORABLE PLACES VISITED:























Alabama – Montgomery
Alaska – Juneau
Arizona – Phoenix
Arkansas - Little Rock
California – Sacramento
Colorado – Denver
Connecticut – Hartford
Delaware – Dover
Florida – Tallahassee
Georgia – Atlanta
Hawaii - Honolulu
Idaho – Boise
Illinois – Springfield
Indiana – Indianapolis
Iowa - Des Moines
Kansas – Topeka
Kentucky – Frankfort
Louisiana - Baton Rouge
Maine – Augusta
Maryland – Annapolis
Massachusetts – Boston
Michigan – Lansing

Huntsville “U. S. Rocket Center”
Dillingham “Tikchik Narrows Lodge”
“Grand Canyon National Park”
“Hot Springs National Park”
San Francisco “Attractions”
Colorado Springs “Pikes Peak”
Stamford “Long Ridge Road”
“Rehoboth Beach”
Naples “Winter Home”
“White Columns on Peachtree Street”
Kauai “Princeville”
Pocatello “Birth Place”
Evanston “Northwestern University”
“Indianapolis 500 Auto Race”
“Iowa Farmland”
Kansas City “Hallmark Crown Center”
Lexington “Horse Country”
New Orleans “Bourbon Street”
Brunswick “Bowdoin College”
Beltsville “First Fulltime Job”
Cambridge “Harvard College”
Dearborn “Automobile History”
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Minnesota - St. Paul
Mississippi – Jackson
Missouri - Jefferson City
Montana – Helena
Nebraska – Lincoln
Nevada - Carson City
New Hampshire – Concord
New Jersey – Trenton
New Mexico - Santa Fe
New York – Albany
North Carolina – Raleigh
North Dakota – Bismarck
Ohio – Columbus
Oklahoma - Oklahoma City
Oregon – Salem
Pennsylvania – Harrisburg
Rhode Island – Providence
South Carolina – Columbia
South Dakota – Pierre
Tennessee – Nashville
Texas – Austin
Utah - Salt Lake City
Vermont – Montpelier
Virginia – Richmond
Washington – Olympia
West Virginia – Charleston
Wisconsin – Madison
Wyoming – Cheyenne

Minnetonka “Birdsong”
Biloxi “Resort Area”
Branson “Shows & Attractions”
Bozeman “Big Sky”
Omaha “Warren Buffett Visit”
Las Vegas “Sands Hotel”
“Historical Sites”
Atlantic City “Miss America Pageant”
“Carlsbad Caverns National Park”
New York City “Historical Sites”
Asheville “Vanderbilt Mansion”
“Anne Kent Taylor Log Home
“Ohio State University”
“Route 66”
Cascade Locks “Columbia River Gorge”
Philadelphia “Liberty Bell”
Newport
Charleston “Historic District”
Black Hills “Mount Rushmore”
“Grand Ole Opry”
San Antonio “Alamo Fort & Mission”
“Mormon Temple Square”
“Maple Syrup”
Williamsburg “Historic Triangle”
Seattle “San Juan Islands”
“Blue Ridge Mountains”
“Taliesin: Frank Lloyd Wright Home”
“Yellowstone & Teton National Parks”

Best Memorable Places Visited and Best Places Lived in United States

Alaska Tikchik Narrows Lodge

California San Francisco

Arizona Grand Canyon

Florida Naples Home
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Florida Disney World

Georgia “White Columns”

Hawaii Kauai Princeville

Idaho Pocatello Birth Jim

Idaho Falls Birth Sharon

Louisiana Bourbon Street

Minnesota “Birdwing” Home

Nevada Las Vegas

New Jersey “Miss America”

New York Statue of Liberty

Pennsylvania Liberty Bell

South Dakota Mount Rushmore

Virginia Colonial Williamsburg

Utah “Temple Square”

Wyoming Grand Tetons
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MAP OF CARIBBEAN ISLANDS

List of Islands Visited
Caribbean
Puerto Rico
U.S. Virgin Islands - St John
St Thomas - St Croix
British Virgin Islands

Anguilla
Guadeloupe
Martinique
St Maarten

French Polynesia
Tahiti – Papeete

Moorea

Puerto Rico

Puerto Rico Fort Morro
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Old San Juan, Puerto Rico

Bay

Virgin Islands St John

St John Caneel Bay

Virgin Islands St Thomas

Virgin Islands St Croix

British Virgin Islands

Anguilla Island

Guadeloupe Island

Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe

St Pierre, Martinique

St Maarten Island

Tahiti Canoe Race

Marigot, St Maarten

Moorea, Tahiti
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Tahiti, French Polynesia

Moorea, Tahiti

MAP OF AUSTRALIA OR OCEANIA & COUNTRIES VISITED

LIST OF COUNTRIES VISITED:
Australia – Canberra
Cook Islands
Fiji - Suva
New Zealand – Wellington
Papua New Guinea - Port Moresby
Samoa - Apia
Tonga - Nuku’alofa

Sydney, Australia

Dunk Island Great Barrier Reef

Australia Ayer Rock

Australia Kangaroo

Australia Koala Bear Family

Melbourne, Australia
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Cook Islands

Fiji Islands

Fiji Islands Steve

Auckland, New Zealand

Wellington, New Zealand

Christchurch, New Zealand

New Zealand Mt Cook

Mt Cook Landing Sandra

Queenstown, New Zealand

New Zealand Milford Sound

Port Moresby Skyline

Milford Sound Falls

Papua New Guinea Sepik River
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Milford Sound Sharon

Sepik River Boat to Lodge

Karawari Lodge Sepik River

Sepik Village Sharon

Sepik Village Jim & Sharon

Sepik River Sharon

Sepik Village Headhunters

Sepik, Papua New Guinea

Samoa, Polynesia

Samoa Celebration

Samoa Beach

Tonga, Polynesia Green Mountains

Tonga Holiday

Tonga Sailing
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SEABOURN CRUISES TAKEN BY JIM & SHARON

Sharon Rupp & Seabourn Spirit

SEABOURN SPIRIT & PRIDE SPECIFICATIONS 1992 - 2000
 Intimate ships with no more than 104 suites & 208 guests
 Unique itineraries to must-see cities and hidden gems where larger
ships cannot go
 Intuitive, gracious service provided by staff passionate about
pleasing their guests
 Spacious, all-suite accommodations with sweeping ocean views—
many with verandas
 Fine wines poured at lunch and dinner, and open bars throughout the
yacht
 Gourmet dining experiences that rival the finest restaurants anywhere


The specifications of Seabourn ships in 2017 are over 225 suites & 450 guests
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Ship: Pride, 6/24/1992
London-Tromso, 7-day

Locations visited- London, UK; Stavanger, Bergen, Geirangerfjord, Svolvaer, Tromso,
Norway; Copenhagen, Denmark

River Thames London

Oil Rig North Sea

Bergen, Norway

Seabourn Pride

Norway Geirangerfjord

Hellesylt Ferry, Norway

Tromso Northern Lights
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Norway Fiords Jim

Norway Upper Fjords Sharon

Copenhagen Denmark

Ship: Spirit 10/19/1992
Piraeus-Ashdod, 14-day
Locations visited- Piraeus, Greece; Istanbul, Turkey; Lesvos, Greece; Kusadasi,
Turkey; Mykonos, Crete, Rhodes, Greece; Antalya, Turkey; Alexandria, Cairo, Port
Said, Egypt; Ashdod, Haifa, Jerusalem, Israel

Athens(Piraeus), Greece

Lesvos, Greece

Windmills of Mykonos

Cairo, Egypt

Kusadasi, Turkey

Crete, Greece

Rhodes, Greece

Istanbul Harbor

Pyramids in Cairo

Jerusalem, Israel
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Ship: Spirit 2/2/1994
Singapore-Singapore, 14-day
Locations visited- Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Semarang (Java), Bali,
Lembongan Island, Komoda Island, Lombok Island, Indonesia; Brunei; Sarawak &
Sabah, Malaysia; Sulawesi, Indonesia

Marine Bay Singapore

Kuala Lumpur Skyline

Komodo Island

Sabah, Malaysia

Semarang Temple

Sarawalk, Malaysia

Orangutan Rehab Ctr.
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Bali, Indonesia

Kingdom of Brunei

Sulawesi, Indonesia

Ship: Spirit 9/7/1996
Lisbon-Barcelona, 7-day
Locations visited- Lisbon, Portugal; Seville, Malaga, Barcelona, Spain

Lisbon, Portugal

Lisbon Harbor

Seville, Spain

Seville Church

Malaga Skyline

Bull Fight

Malaga Colomares Castle
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Seville Garden Sharon

Malaga Stadium

Barcelona, Spain

Ship: Pride 7/4/1997
London-Copenhagen, 14-day
Locations visited- London, UK; Dover, UK; Kiel Canal, Germany; Stockholm, Sweden;
Tallinn, Estonia; St. Petersburg, Russia; Helsinki, Finland; Copenhagen, Denmark

River Thames London

Seabourn on Kiel Canal

Stockholm Sharon

Copenhagen, Denmark

Tallinn, Estonia

Helsinki, Finland

St Petersburg, Russia
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Ship: Spirit 2/28/1998
Hong Kong-Singapore, 14-day
Locations visited- Hong Kong, Hai Phong, Da Nang, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam;
Bangkok, Ko Samui, Thailand; Singapore

Seabourn Hong Kong Harbor

Haiphong Harbor Sharon

Da Nang, Vietnam

Ho Chi Minh City Sharon

Hanoi Guest House

Da Nang Market

Bangkok, Thailand Sharon
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Hanoi Ha Long Bay

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Singapore Raffles Hotel

Ship: Pride 2/17/1999
Rio de Janeiro-Manaus, 15-day
Locations visited- Rio de Janeiro, Salvador, Recife, Belem, Brazil; Amazon River;
Monte Dourado, Alter do Chao, Manaus, Brazil

Christ the Redeemer

Copacabana Beach

Amazon River

Scarlet Macaw

Rio Carnival Parade

Amazon River Falls

Bald Uakari Monkey
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Rio Dancer

Emperor Tamarin

Jaguar

15. BIRDSONG ESTATE & BIRDWING THE HOME
The Rupp’s life story wouldn’t be complete without mentioning the Birdsong Estate and
Birdwing the home designed by Frank Lloyd Wright Jr. Jim & Sharon have lived at Birdsong
for over 40 years. Several admirers have stated, “Birdsong is truly magnificent and one of the
last great Estates in Minnesota”. Following is the story and a brief pictorial summary of the
Birdsong Estate in Minnetonka, Minnesota.
BIRDSONG ESTATE includes 12 acres of pristine beauty & the Birdwing home designed by
renowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright Jr. Birdsong has 10 acres of manicured lawns, a tennis
court, three ponds, fountains and a beautiful natural pond as you enter the property. Birdwing,
the uniquely designed home, is nestled into the land as though it had grown there.

THE ENTRY TO BIRDSONG

58

THE FRONT POND AT BIRDSONG

THE TENNIS COMPLEX AT BIRDSONG
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THE FRONT GROUNDS AT BIRDSONG

THE REAR GROUNDS AT BIRDSONG
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THE LAKE AT BIRDSONG

Exquisite Landscaped Estate
This beautiful immaculate 12 acre residential property features impeccable manicured lawn
with two ponds and a one acre man-made lake surrounded by mature trees. The estate is
privately fenced on the North, West, and Southern parameters. The property has two
underground wells, ten acres of planted lawn, 12-zone 300 head sprinkler system, a clay
tennis court with a patio, the original homestead, a horse barn, duck pond, and statues,
fountains, and gardens surrounding the home as well as special added landscaping. Daily
sightings of deer, ducks, geese, and other wildlife are enjoyed on this pristine site. Several
exterior spot lights can be found along property to enhance nature’s beauty surrounding the
home as well as 6 light posts that guide you along the private drive to the heart of the home.
Birdsong is a truly rare and exquisite property in Minnetonka’s finest location.
You might think a large real estate property this close to downtown Minneapolis would have a
typical street to driveway entry, special security issues and limited life style facilities. This is not
the case at Birdsong Estate. The entry to Birdsong is no ordinary entrance. The Birdsong
Estate includes beautiful landscaped property on both the east and west side of what the
community calls “Oakland Road’s Grand Boulevard”. A special custom paver sidewalk was
built on the east side of the Boulevard to provide pedestrian access. The west side of the
property includes the Birdsong residence. The fencing on the back of the property, proximity
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to adjacent homes and only one access road provides excellent security. If you want to enjoy
additional life style facilities it is only a 5 minute walk, starting on the Boulevard sidewalk to
Minnetonka’s Meadow Park. The park has 2 tennis courts, 4 play counts, hockey rink, baseball
field, connected walking and cross country skiing trails and a wonderful modern children’s
playground and summer children’s activity center. On your walk to Meadow Park and a few
hundred feet from Birdsong is a massive 23 acre property donated to the City of Minnetonka
with the Minnesota Land Trust holding a permanent conservation easement to ensure that the
land remains in a natural state. Only walking trails and wildlife!

History of Birdwing Home at Birdsong
Birdwing was architecturally designed by the renowned Frank Lloyd Wright Jr. Plans were
initiated in 1960, but not until the perfect site was revealed in Minnetonka, MN (a beautiful
suburb of Minneapolis) was the home completed in 1965 on the spectacular 12-acre parcel.
Lloyd Wright designed and built his last home in 1963 at Rancho Palos Verde in California.
Accordingly, Lloyd Wright’s architectural plans were provided to Donald E. Mustad, Architect,
and his builders in Minneapolis who completed the project. The original building site for this
6500 sq. ft. prairie style home was to be the Parkwood Knolls neighborhood in Edina, MN. Due
to factors that would limit the full potential and beauty of this creation, they determined that
site was too small and would not provide unobstructed open views of the landscaping for each
room in the home which were the goals of the architectural design. Therefore, Birdwing was
built in the Twin Cities suburb of Minnetonka on 12 pristine acres.
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THE ROAD TO BIRDWING HOME

THE BIRDWING HOME
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THE WALKWAY TO BIRDWING

THE ENTRY TO BIRDWING
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THE RIGHT SIDE OF BIRDWING

THE BACK OF BIRDWING
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THE REAR WALKOUT PATIO AT BIRDWING OVERLOOK LAKE

Brilliant Architecture of Birdwing
Birdwing was mindfully designed to create breathtaking views through particular angles and
structure of the home so that every room in the house displayed the beauty of the surrounding
landscaping. One of Lloyd Wright’s underlying principles of organic architecture is that the
trees are the forms and the space within the forms is sacred space. His brilliance and talent
shines through this property.
Lloyd Wright’s designs were done in a more practical fashion for today’s living means in
contrast to his father’s trademark design of small kitchens & baths. The quality of the
construction and amenities, plus the upkeep and preservation of the home are
uncompromised. Birdwing has been immaculately maintained over the years with custom
carpeting, additions of solid walnut/ebony wood cabinetry, bathroom updates, epoxy garage
floors, etc. Elaborate Canadian Black Granite and Copper that is paramount on the exterior of
the home is tastefully used in the interior spaces; as noticed in the foyer, kitchen, two of the
three fireplaces, and several accent walls. Unique angles and designs are eminent throughout
home, again creating the utmost private views of the surrounding nature.
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A unique element found in this home are the "bird wings" on the sides and rear of the
home and cedar striated wood soffits designed to control the outside sunlight entering the
home due to the substantial use of glass windows throughout. Several rooms within the interior
of the home have full glass walls creating a brighter open feel to the layout. The main level has
two inviting entrances both with ½ bathrooms for guests. Three generously sized rooms with a
main floor office that can convert into a legal bedroom are on the NW wing of the house with
jack and jill full bath and a master suite. The master bedroom has an elaborate black granite
wall with vaulted ceilings, a walkout to private patio that walks down to the back yard, three
large closets, and a massive walk through bath with dual entrances, dual sinks, updated
granite shower, and darling make up counter. Home is equipped with full intercom system and
lighting operation in every room.
The common areas of home have an open flow and pristine views of the ponds and trees. The
views achieved in the kitchen are unmatched as the layout is of an uncommon one yet makes
for a wonderful space to entertain. Kitchen features a grand island with massive copper hood.
Floor plan makes for an ideal area to take in the indoor cooking to the outdoors just steps
away from the upper patio stamp overlooking the enchanting lot. A wide sweeping staircase
takes you to the lower level leading to a large family room with a masculine fireplace, an
executive office with several built-ins and display cases, a bedroom conveniently across the
way from a three quarter bath with walk thru to a 6-8 person sauna, a cedar closet for climate
clothing storage, and one of two impressively large walk-out patios.
A favorite room discovered in the far NW corner beyond the office is the ‘Old Room’. The Old
Room is a one of a kind getaway room finished with aged barn wood on the walls and vaulted
beamed ceilings with a massive vintage brick fireplace. Last but not least in the lower level you
will discover plenty of storage closets, a useful work bench, and an ease of access to utility
space with a sophisticated security system, and a furnace complex with three high efficiency
furnaces with complimentary air conditioning systems.
Enjoy the following pictures of the Birdwing home:

67

THE FRONT DOOR ENTRY AREA AT BIRDWING

THE STAIRWAY TO LOWER LEVEL
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THE LIVING ROOM OF BIRDWING

THE LIVING ROOM & GRANITE FIRE PLACE
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THE DEN WITH COPPER DOME

THE DEN & TELEVISION BAR
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THE KITCHEN COMPLEX

A GUEST BEDROOM
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THE MASTER BEDROOM WITH OUTDOOR PATIO

THE MASTER BATHROOM COMPLEX
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THE FAMILY ROOM WITH WALKOUT PATIO

THE FAMILY ROOM WITH BLACK GRANITE FIRE PLACE
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THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE

OLD ROOM OR MAN CAVE BUILT WITH AGED BARNWOOD
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THE BUDDHA AT BIRDWING HOME

JIM & SHARON RUPP & FAMILY
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