


“How to Tell the Thanksgiving Story on its 400th Anniversary?” 
by David Kindy, Smithsonian Magazine, Nov. 23, 2021  

After losing half of their settlers to sickness during the first winter in America,  
the English were teetering on extinction. The Wampanoag needed help fending off 

incursions from the Narragansett with 90% of New England’s Native population killed 
by the diseases introduced by Europeans colonizers up between 1616-1619.  





(1564-1616) 



The median American worker brings home an estimated $54,132 a year. 
Life time gross income for American males: $1.13M to $3.05M 
$510K – $1.86 M for women. Frank Russo, First Republic Bank 

5 Talents = 375 lbs of gold 
75 lbs / Talent 





“Eschatological Discourse” in Matthew  
Matthew 24:1-25:46 

Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call 
his attention to its buildings. … As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what 
will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matt. 24:1, 3) 



His master replied, ‘You 
wicked, lazy servant!  

So you knew that I harvest 
where I have not sown and 

gather where I have not 
scattered seed?’ 

 

Matt. 25:26 



• Everything belongs to God. 
(Deuteronomy 10:14; Psalm 50:10-11) 

 
• God’s possessions include all the wealth 
throughout the history. (Haggai 2:8) 

 
• God does not overestimate or 
underestimate our abilities. (John 2:24-25) 
 
• Do you trust in God? 



1. You have come as the harvest is beginning. 
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But Ruth replied,  
“Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back 
from you. Where you go I will go, and where 
you stay I will stay. Your people will be my 
people and your God my God. Where you 
will die I will die, and there I will be buried. 

May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so 
severely, if anything but death separates you 

and me.” 
Ruth 1:16-17 
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Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 
 “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 

when he sins against me? Up to seven times? 
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 

seventy-seven times.” 
 

“Therefore, the Kingdom of heaven is like a king 
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
… 

 

The servant fell on his knees before him, ‘be 
patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ The servant’s master took pity on 
him, cancelled the debt, and let him go. 

… 
This is how heavenly Father will treat each of you 
unless you forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

Matthew 18:21-35 



2. “Throw worthless servant outside into the darkness.” 

“Faithful and Effective Stewardship” 

Part 7. Celebrate the Effective Works of the Lord 

After a long time …  
 

The master of those servants returned and  
settled accounts with them. 

 
Matthew 25:19. 



1. You have come as the harvest is beginning. 
2. “Throw worthless servant outside into the darkness.” 
3. “You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 
you in charge of many things.” 
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