While it has seemed like we have been in Holy Week for awhile, 


as Palm Sunday was back in chapter 21, 

chapter 26 is where the official Passion 


or Easter events begin.  



Jesus has been in Jerusalem, 



he has spoken to the people 




and roused the aggressiveness of the Pharisees 





with the seven woes and the parables that have followed.  

But with Matthew's standard transition from teaching to action 


for the fifth and final time, 



there is nothing standing in the way of Jesus and his cross.

The key word in verse 1 is the word “all.”  


After the Sermon on the Mount, 


the Sermon on Mission, 


the Sermon on Parables, 


and the Sermon on Community, 



Matthew transitions by saying,  


“After he had finished saying these things...” 



and transitions to Jesus doing things again.  

After the final Sermon on False Leadership, 


we have the word “all” added into the mix.  

Just as Moses had written the 5 books, 


Jesus has given his five sermons.   



His oratory teaching is concluded.

Now there is the work to be done, 


life to be lived in response to what Jesus has taught us.

Jesus does not mess around in living out this way of life.  


His first comment sounds like a party planner near the holidays.  



“As you know, 




Passover is two days away.”  

Okay, 


what else needs to be done.  



Has the lamb been ordered, 



have I started removing the leaven from the house, 



do I have the wine, 



did I repair the broken dish from last year's meal.  


This is where I would naturally go 



if Jesus would have stopped there.

But Jesus does not stop there.  


He jars me right out of my thinking with the words, 



“And the Son of Man will be handed over 




to be crucified.”  


Every party has a pooper I guess.  



I can think of no better words 




to deflate my excitement about an upcoming event.  

But these words are powerful words in the Gospel of Matthew, 


for they echo the experience of Israel time and again, 



and give us pause to think about how 



and why things happen.  

The phrase specifically is 


the term “handed over.”  

Our Old Testament readings had it.  


Because it is the way the God has dealt with sin time and again.

When Israel rebelled, 


God handed them over to other nations, 



they then repented, 



returned to God, 




and God restored them, 



until they rebelled again.  

God also handed other nations over to the Israelites 


as they conquered the Holy Land.  

Joshua and David often inquired of the Lord before the battle, 


“Have you handed them over to us?”  

If it was a no, 


going into battle was a foolhardy task, 

if the answer was yes, 


then even when severely outnumbered, 



the battle belonged to the Lord.  

This Paradidomai, 

this delivering a person into the control of someone else, 



involving either their due justice 



or sometimes in betrayal, 




is also done by humans to one another.  

The way most of us hear Jesus use it in this section, 


is through betrayal.  

The context leads us in that direction, 


as the Priests and Elders begin plotting immediately after Jesus says this.  
When Judas hands Jesus over to the Priests and Elders, 


Paradidomai is used there as well.

But if we only walk away from this text 


thinking that Jesus is a victim to a fate he knows, 


but can not avoid, 



I have failed you.  

Remember, 


handing people over 



is how God has brought Justice and Righteous living to Israel for millenia.  

He is doing it here again, 


just as he planned from the beginning.  

We need to hear it the same way that C.S. Lewis heard it


 as Aslan came before the White Witch.  



Aslan was not captured, 



he was not caught off guard.  

After putting everything in place, 


after giving his followers the gifts, 


skills, 


and encouragement they would need to face what lay ahead, 

Aslan walked off of his own volition to the White Witches camp.  

When he arrived, 


everyone was nervous, 



thinking that it may be a trap.  


It was not until they had bound him 


and sheered his mane 



did they really start to think that they had won.

Jesus clearly states here again, 


that God is handing him over, 


that he knows that is what God is going to do, 



and it is part of God's way of bringing about justice.  

He is counting the days 


until what he came here to do 



reaches its culmination.  

Jesus has taught the disciples everything they need to know 


to deal with what lays ahead.  

Now he is heading out into the enemies camp.  


He is going into Jerusalem 



to face the culmination of the bad teaching of Israel.

After critiquing the Pharisees, 


scribes, 


and Sadducees for so long, 

from here on out, 


they almost disappear.  

They were in charge of daily living in the surrounding areas.  


Almost a regional manger type position.  

Jerusalem is the national headquarters, 


and the Chief Priests, 



led by the High Priest Caiphas 


are who has the pull in this area, 



with the Elders supporting them.  

They oversee the Pharisee's and Scribes.  


They set the tone for everyone else.  

The Priests embodied the false teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees 


on another level.

But as the White Witch found out with Aslan, 


the priests are soon to find out 



that it was not they who came up with a plan to capture Jesus.  



It was God, 



Jesus himself, 




who came up with the plan.  


So that evil's reign might be forever crippled 



and someday vanquished forever.  


So that Death's sting 



would be no more.  

Jesus goes into this Passion weekend, 


knowing what lays ahead, 


and does so voluntarily 



with a bigger purpose in sight.  

He knows that he must die.  


Psalm 22 


and Isaiah 53 make his road clear.  

He goes forward willingly, 


knowing what he will need to endure, 


but going nonetheless.

It is only after Jesus has spoken, 


that the pieces start moving for this to happen.  


For the human level of handing Jesus over to begin.  

Verse 3 tells us, 


“Then the chief priests 


and elders assembled in the palace.”  

Jesus has spoken it, 


and then it happens 



is what Matthew intends for us to hear.  

Under the authority of the Son of Man 


is how this all comes into place.  



We will hear this again as the room is prepared, 



as Jesus is betrayed, 



as Jesus is questioned on the cross.  


We are reminded again and again 



that Jesus has the power to change the way things are occurring 



and doesn't.  

Satan tried to get him to do it in the wilderness 


and he didn't.  

Because it is what needs to happen 


in order for the servant to serve us.  


For us to see the type of life he intended for us.  


For the beatitudes to be lived out.  

Not going forward like Jesus is, 


would pull the rug out from under that first teaching.

Verse 4 challenges us 

and our plans 


as it contrasts Jesus' plans.  

Jesus has just spoken openly 


that in two days he will go and be handed over.  

Here is verse 4, 


we hear the religious leadership plotting some sly way to arrest Jesus 


and have him killed.  

When we are operating in the light of the truth, 


we will not have to plot and slyly do things.  

We can hear our calling 


and go in that direction, 



knowing that God will provide a way.  
When we are not operating in the truth, 


we will find ourselves scheming 



in a similar manner to the High Priests and Elders.  


Figuring out who we need to bribe, 


who we need to call in favors from, 


who we have power and leverage over.  

When we are making our plans in this mindset, 


it should be a wake up call to reevaluate our plans 


and how to go about achieving them.

We see the faultiness of the High Priests plans in verse 5.  


The one thing they know they need to avoid, 



is doing this during the feast, 




as it might lead to a riot.  

Some scholars give them credit for capturing Jesus during the night 


and achieving their goals.  

But I see the downfall clearly written throughout this chapter and the next.  


If they wanted to preserve any standing, 



they needed to wait until after the Passover Feast.  

But then, 


here comes one of his disciples 



saying he can deliver on the very night of the Passover Feast.  

The Priests fall into one of Satan's classic traps, 


“Limited Time.”  



They only had a small window to act, 




so ignore the clear thinking you had before 




and go with it.  


To be fair, 



they are going against God's timing, 



and God clearly wanted this all to happen over Passover.

For Passover was the sacrificial feast of the lamb of God 


for the sins of the people.  

What better time 


for the Son of Man to be offered up for the sins of the people?  

For God to complete the high act of faith 


that Abraham was called to fulfill, 



but then reprieved of 



with Isaac with the ram in the thicket.
It was time for God to bring justice to the land.  


For Israel, 



they had been handed over to their enemy.  


For Jesus, 



he was to be handed over to his enemy.  




Which might look like the High Priest and Elders at first.  

But often, 


our perceived enemies 


prevent us from seeing our real enemy.  

The Priests will hand Jesus over to death, 


death will think that he has finally conquered. 

But that opinion will only last for a couple of days.  

In handing Jesus over to death, 


God is finally able to bring Israel back to himself 



without the curse of sin impeding the relationship.  

Through this act of love, 


we are handed over to the Father, 


through the serving act of love of Jesus.

Being betrayed is crushing 


and consuming often for us.  

The things I have wrestled with God about the longest 


were those places where I was betrayed, 



handed over to circumstances 



and people I did not want to be with.  


But in those places, 



in time, 


I have often found that God was working 



to bring about change 



and new life, 




an eternal quality of life 





into how I lived.  

Help us to hear 


and see you at work in our lives dear God.  

Help us to see you active in our lives, 


working through all our circumstances.
