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OUTREACH
Toiletry Pantry
Our next Toiletry Pantry will be Wednesday, February 6 from 5:00-6:30. Please arrive
around 4:45 if you are helping.
Chosen
Meals will be served at Chosen on February January 13th and 14th. See Sign-up Sheets on
the board.
Community Meals
We will prepare the February 22nd Community Meal at the Zion Lutheran Church on
Thursday January 21st.

SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON
On February 3rd (Super Bowl Sunday), we will again participate in the Nationwide Souper
Bowl of Caring. Please join us for a delicious Soup Luncheon on February 3rd after church.
Donations from this event will be used to support our ministry to Chosen.

Week of Compassion
Everywhere we turn. it seems there are communities in conflict and chaos around our world.
We hear of families being separated from their homes or each other because of disasters.
Maybe it is because of a volcanic eruption in Indonesia, or because of wars and political
turmoil in Syria and East Africa, or because of violence in Central America. We hear of
spouses being separated from one another and of children being torn away from their
parents; it is happening far away in regions many of us have never visited and also right here
along our own borders.
Daily we hear of such news and our hearts pull us toward God. And, each day, God pulls us
toward compassion. In the midst of so much suffering and uncertainty, God pulls us, calls
us, uses us to be compassion. We, the Church, are called to be God’s compassion at work in
the world, helping to rebuild and create a better world for all. The world we are being called to
create may seem beyond what we can imagine. But it is a world that God can imagine.
God does imagine this world and is calling us to help make it reality.
Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. We seek to equip and
empower disciples to alleviate the suffering of others through disaster response,
humanitarian aid, sustainable development and the promotion of mission opportunities.
This year, the Week of Compassion Special Offering will be collected February 17-24.
Please give generously.

“Test Prep Allstars” – Outreach Ministry Help Program - 2019

Are you Smarter than a 5th Grader? We, here at Disciples of Christ have another opportunity
(year two) to support and mentor Grade 5 students involving two neighboring school districts,
Crawford Wood Elementary (Hamilton) and Fairfield East. Our mentoring program will
support their 2019 Spring State Testing in Reading/Writing, Mathematics and Science.
Many of these fifth grade students continue to struggle and need extra support and guidance
in passing their assessments at the state level. Please plan to join another year to volunteer
and embrace our community as a caring, compassionate church who supports this outreach
ministry at the Crossroads of “Five Points” and Tuley Road.

The support mentoring and sessions (March/April) are scheduled on evenings that will be
closest to each specific testing date. Our mentoring time for these students will be from 6:00
P.M. – 7:30 P.M. Those testing dates will be announced at a later date once the district
schedules have been finalized. A Test Prep All Stars Volunteer Sign Up Sheet will be posted
within the next couple of weeks. We will need tutors for each teaching discipline, volunteers
who will just help and serve for a healthy snack time, and church volunteers who would just
like to donate fruit and healthy snacks for our children will be welcomed.
A mentoring workshop and fellowship breakfast will be provided for all volunteers. Each
participant will receive a booklet of state released test items, answer key and summary for the
Reading/Writing, Mathematics and or Science. You may choose to mentor as many of the
disciplines as you like, or may just select one subject area to mentor.
Please consider and plan to participate in this second year outreach ministry!
Terry White
Project Christmas Card
We received the following thank-you note for the donations we made to “Project Christmas
Card”. We collected $10 for stamps and 2 boxes of cards to donate.
I just want to thank you and your congregation for your donation and support for Project
Christmas Card. It went over very well for both Grant County (Ky) Detention Center and
Butler County Jail. God blessed us with a huge surplus of cards (2110) and stamps (548) for
next year!! Again, thank you for the donation, support, and prayers for this Project.
Cindy Ray
Habitat for Humanity – Rock the Block
On Wednesday, January 9, 2019, the Rock the Block Habitat for Humanity kickoff meeting
was held at DCC. Those in attendance were the planning members of Habitat, Fairfield
Township staff, Diane Kinner, Dean Schmidt, and Terry White. Todd Richards joined us on
January 16th. As planning picks up momentum, we hope to see more DCC members along
the way to join this awesome outreach ministry.
Rock the Block is a neighborhood clean-up day with exterior home repair and maintenance,
such as painting and landscaping. This year’s event is Saturday, April 13, from 9 a.m. – 3
p.m. The area covered at this event starts at Five Points, and goes a few blocks past the
church. There will also be some outdoor work done at the church – volunteers will plant
bushes, spread mulch and do a few other projects for us.
Rock the Block meetings are each Wednesday from 2:00 -3:00 here at Disciple Christian
Church. The next meeting will be February 6th.
If you’d like to participate in this ministry by volunteering to work on a home at one of the job
sites, please fill out one of the forms found in the narthex and give it to Terry or Diane.

We are also putting together a crew to prepare and deliver lunches. So far 8 members from
DCC have signed up. The food will be donated, and we will put together the box lunches in
the Fellowship Hall. Then, some of those on the lunch crew will deliver them to the 15+ job
sites. Those who are volunteering at the church (including the kitchen crew) and people who
are doing general cleanup in the neighborhood will have lunch at the church. The remaining
members of the lunch crew will host that. I’ve arranged for a limited amount of parking in
front of the church, and this job should be one that can be done sitting down if needed.
Please let Diane know if you are interested in doing this. We’d like to get 7 more people to
join those who have already signed up: Diane, Jill, Jan, Jeri, Gloria, Lynn, Bonnie and John
P.

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Movie Night
The Men’s Group is showing the movie “God Bless the Broken Road” on Friday, February 8.
Come at 6:30 to grab snacks, goodies and drinks. The movie will be shown at 7:00. All are
welcome. Feel free to bring comfortable chairs if you wish.
Baby Dedication
The Baby Dedication that was to have happened on January 20th has been moved to June
2nd.
Men’s Group
With other events and illness, we had a small group, but a very positive and energetic group
that started planning for the upcoming events of the year.

We are hoping to get things rolling in February with a Movie Night and you should have seen
flyers on the doors and on the bulletin board. Then we plan to start working on a variety of
the other items, which include, but are not limited to fundraisers and Fellowship, programs,
projects, meet with the men's group from the Kemper Road Disciples Christian Church, as
they would like to talk with us to see how we were able to regroup the men of the church and
form the Men’s Group and be so successful even with a small congregation. We will discuss
the possibility of doing a project together that would impact the community. One such project
could be in conjunction with the Sleep in Heavenly Peace Program. Across the US, too many
boys and girls go without a bed—or even a pillow—to sleep on.
Hoping that those that were not able to attend the past month(s) meeting will join us February
12th, which will be our next Men's Group meeting and will be a time of fun and fellowship.
Keep in mind that God has called us to be the Men of the Church and to be leaders and
Disciples. We know things come up, but we also need to make the time for Him to participate
as Leaders of His Church! So please mark your calendars for this, it is the same time every
month – the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm, unless a special time is set.
We will continue to address growth in Spirituality with Andy Stanley and have some brief
discussions as we continue to focus on becoming the men that God made us to be by
viewing "It's Personal" with Andy Stanley. This series is about how “You don't have to
understand everything to believe in something.” We will review session 3 of "It's Personal"
with Andy Stanley, at our February meeting
Keep in mind this is a relaxed environment and does not require deep theological processing,
we are simply a group of guys having a discussion. We hope that those that were not able to
attend our last meeting will join us on February 12th, for an evening of fun and fellowship.
Blessings to all!

Man Of God
th

Next meeting will be February 12 at 7 PM at DCC.
The Men’s Group
Care Ministry
As we step into the second month of the year, we begin gathering our thoughts,
documentation, and monies for a special event coming up -tax time, yuck, no, Valentine's
Day. Talk about a difference of two events and responses to them.
Last month I wrote about dealing with ministering to someone who was in the process of
dying and how I felt I received the greatest blessings ministering in that ministry. There are a
number of reasons, from being allowed to be a part of their journey at a time that is most
vulnerable, yet also knowing that while this would be a time of grief for some, it would also be
a joyous time for the one going home to heaven.
This past month, I have also begun a ministry with one of the finest persons you will ever
know. This ministry is one of the more challenging ministries as it involves major change in
life and for some a major change in where that person may live the remainder of their life. It's
a ministry that deals with a different type of death, a death of the life one once knew and was
in tune with and constantly a part of. It's difficult in so many ways, whether it creeps up on
you or you are surprisingly confronted with it. No matter how difficult it might be for you, it is

even more difficult for the person going through it, at least in the beginning, during the onset.
As they begin to notice the loss of their train of thought, the words that they were trying to
say, what they were just doing or going to do, and has gradually worsened. For some when it
comes to the point that they can't reside in their home in need and alternatives living facility,
this is a huge change of life and independence. For some it is gradual and others quick, yet
in either way there is a feeling for them of dying and for their families and friends a great
sense of loss, like dying, yet the person is still alive. It is a cruel disease, one that I dislike
very much.
However, just like the contrast of our preparation and response to tax time versus Valentine's
Day, this is the approach that we must display when caring with such a disease. The person
going through this should not be treated as a tax collector, considering they did not choose to
have this disease. They should be treated more like your secret Valentine and welcomed,
cared for and time spent with. I know it can be difficult, but remember, Jesus invited his way
into the tax collectors home even to his disciple’s surprise. Perhaps not the best comparison
for this disease, but I remember many years ago when delivering medication to a nursing
home and a lady who kept calling me by a different name, and I stopped and asked the nurse
one day "who is Steve?", and her response was "that is her son." After inquiring as to where
he lived and found that it was within the same city, but he had not visited her in three years
because it was too difficult for him, the next time she said hey Steve, I sat down next to her
and said, "yes Mom". A tear rolled down her face and she said "I miss you". A tear rolled
down my face and I said "I miss you too."
Remember, the next time you get a chance to give life back to someone "Lord, make us an
instrument of your peace.”
Blessings!!! The Care Ministry Team.
We are here for You!!!

Unity Picnic
Bonnie asked me to include this letter in the newsletter. I’m sure we’ll be discussing whether
we want to participate in this after she comes back!
To Whom It May Concern,
The City-Wide Faith Based Alliance would like to invite you and your members to participate in
the 8 Annual Picnic at the Booker T. Washington Center (BTW) June 22, 2019. The reason for this
congregation is as our vision states to “glorify God through unity, fellowship and brotherly love, while
promoting the Gospel of Jesus Christ”. You may be asking yourself several questions before deciding
to join us. We hope the following answers motivate you and your members to celebrate this joyful and
blessed event this coming summer.
th

Who we are? As was done years ago in the 1950’s and 1960’s several churches in Hamilton would
meet Sunday mornings at a local park and join in celebration together through food, games, and
fellowshipping. Though these memories three lifelong friends, Beverly S. Young, Debra M.
Thompson, and William Frazier came forth motivated and initiated the City-Wide Faith Based
Alliance, a non-profit organization. We aim to have as many Hamilton City churches involved in the
practice of unity and celebration in Jesus’s name at our annual picnic.

What takes place during the picnic? Sufficient is “how good and pleasant it is when God’s people
live together in unity?” Additionally, we’ll have food, games and a music program. The past event we
had approximately 2,000 people attend. We suggest that the attendees stay throughout the day and
participate.
How can you participate? Anyone is welcome to join in the celebration. In 2018, we had 22
Hamilton churches that participated in the celebration. We ask that the churches wishing to join us,
contribute a fee of $125 by May 10, 2019. The contribution will offset the cost of insurance and
security. The check/money order made out to City-Wide Faith Alliance and can be mailed to PO BOX
1405 Hamilton, OH 45012-1405. Additionally, in preparation for the event we meet once a month
typically Mondays at BTW at 6:30pm if you’d like to join us. When it gets closer to the date we’ll send
periodical email reminders of the meeting times. The following are additional ways you can participate
and/or assist:








Activities (games, music, program, technology)
Food (green beans, potato salad, baked beans and/or serve)
First Aid (nurses needed)
Publicity
Preparations (setup and/or tear-down)
Transportation
Security

Please let us know of your participation by sending the above mentioned fee by its deadline and/or
your volunteer presence. If you have any questions, you may contact us by email at
hamiltoncfa@gmail.com and/or marcus.brown.116@gmail.com.
We look forward to your participation!
Sincerely,
City-Wide Faith Based Alliance

WORSHIP
Worship Leader Schedule
Feb.

3
10
17
24
Mar. 3
10
17
24
31

Pete Ayers
777-8530
Jan Richards
777-7436
Claudette Thomas 894-6140
Terry White
829-5690
Jana Mullins
288-0308
Dave Adamson
939-2213
Debbie Ittel
895-3607
John Pendergest
310-5166
Kathy Baughman
777-3698

Bonnie’s Leave
John Pendergest has agreed to fill the pulpit on Feb 3 and 17. The remaining 2 Sundays will
be filled by Rev. Steve Tossey. During the month of February, all pastoral and visitation
needs will be filled by John Pendergest and the Elders.
Bonnie will be back with us starting February 28th. She’ll be working half time for 4 weeks.
She’ll be preaching and leading the Sunday worship services and will also lead a Lenten
Bible Study.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
January 2019 Financial Report
Simplified Report – At the beginning of the year, the checkbook balance is high due to early
offerings and receipt of the 2018 interest on our investments. It will fall as the year goes on.
Expenses in January tend to be high since we’re paying for propane deliveries and snow
removal. We also have an unusual expense for Carol, our guest minister, due to Bonnie’s
Leave.
We received a late 2018 offering, and it was not necessary to take extra money from our
investments for 2018 in order to balance the General Fund as I told you in the last newsletter.
Unfortunately, the transaction had already taken place. That money will be applied to the
amount we are to take from investments in 2019. (Normally, I wouldn’t take out this money
until it was needed.)
Checking Account Balance at 1/31/2019: $ 19,789.69
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $288,033.74
January Income (Offerings): $21,623.32 actual, $6,238.57 adjusted
January Expenses/Outreach: $8,367.10 actual, $8,571.10 adjusted
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the amount from investments in the budget
and pro-rates these throughout the year. For expenses the insurance cost expense is pro-rated
throughout the year and unusual, unplanned expenses may be excluded as noted below. This
provides a better month - to - month picture of how we're doing than the actual numbers.
Adjustments to income in January are for an early offering and the DCEF interest (full amount
removed, pro-rated monthly amount added in..

Trustee Report
The Trustees met on January 27th to discuss several things. We are in the process of
applying for Grants to help fund the Toiletry Ministry. We discussed Habitat for Humanity’s
Rock the Block event and the work that will be done at the church. Mike Rosser has
resigned as a Trustee, and we will be looking to replace him now. A Nominating Committee
is being put together with work to start in late March or April. If you’re interested in being on
the Nominating Committee, let Diane know. We discussed building insurance, the fire alarm

system, and starting work on various projects we had discussed last year and financed
through this year’s budget. One of those projects will be to repair the floor in the Narthex.
When that happens, you’ll receive an email asking everyone to stay out of the building for a
couple of days to allow time for it to dry. We anticipate the work will occur on a Monday while
Bonnie is still on leave. Should be dry and ready to use for Wednesday Meetings.
We are also discussing what to do with the copier which is starting to have problems. If you
need to make large numbers of copies, see Diane for a Gallegaher Perks Number and Tax
Exempt number and make the copies at Office Depot. With this number, they are only 2.3
cents each page. Note – you must have the code and use it, or the price will be much
higher.
A Message from Carol
Just a note . . . .
I want to personally thank each of you for allowing me to share with you for “some” of the last
six weeks!
Let me leave you with some words of wisdom from one of my favorite writers, Ann Weems.
“AMAZED”
“The people who heard Jesus were repeatedly amazed. Are we today so sophisticated that
we are immune to amazement?
Can we know that He was crucified, Goodness and Compassion and Love nailed upon the
tree, and go about our business?
Can we know that he arose from the dead and walked the earth and ate and spoke with his
followers and sit unamazed in the pew as though we cannot hear the WORD OF GOD!
O God of Jesus the Christ, the amazing thing is our lack of amazement in the face of your
AMAZING AMEN!”
It is always a joy to be with all of you – and now you have a “new little girl” to spoil! May God
continue to bless all of you and BE AMAZED!!!
Carol
A Message from John Pendergest
Well, January, and the new year have come in
with the roar of a lion. With deep cold, deep
snow and ice, just to mention the weather, not
mentioning the rest of life. However, with that
weather and all of the challenges it brings to us,
it also brings beauty, joy, happiness and life,
especially to children. To see the excitement and the laughter in the children's eyes and face
makes it all worth the stressors that it brings to us. Perhaps if we could see life through the
eyes of a child and love life as a child does, what a more wonderful life, this would be.

In my sermon in February on love, I will talk to you more about the power of love and on
raising the bar for how you love yourself and others. How important that correlation of love
truly is and how it impacts the other. How it impacts the enjoyment of our lives and how we
should live that way every day. Part of that is like
living and loving like a
child, and how you never want a day to go by without
you enjoying it and
making the most of it, because we are not promised
tomorrow. We are
born with a date on our head, but we don’t come with
an expiration label on
us.
I have a number of ministries that I do and many of those are outside of my role as a minister
at DCC. One of those is as a Stephen Minister and there are over 13,000 Stephen ministers
in the United States. I have been called on a number of times by the local group that I work
under and each of those times have been dealing with a care receiver that is dying. As I have
said a number of times, it is in that ministry -walking with someone through their passage
from life on earth through onto life everlasting, that I feel I get the greatest blessings.
I recently received a new care receiver who is in the process of dying. Now it's not important
whether it is a he or she, nor what the care receiver is dying from. What is important is that
the care receiver knows that they are dying, but the one thing that is almost always said to be
the hardest part is, the unknown. The care receiver does not know what day and what time
they will take their last breath. I have heard those words so many times and we then usually
talk about if we knew all the answers, there would be no need for faith, but since we don't,
that's why they call it faith. Faith is believing of what we don't see or have an understanding
to, yet we trust and believe. The three words to God “ You got this”.
You’ve heard the phrase- Live, Laugh Love, I pray that
you live a good life, laugh a lot and love even more and
I pray that you enjoy life and don’t waste it or wait,
because life has an expiration date!
I hope that you are doing well with my New Year's
resolution – your Prayer Campaign!!

PRAYER REQUESTS
David Goodwin, Paul Caudill, Will Bennett, Pete Ayers, Danny Caudill (Paul Caudill’s Son), Gerald
Brown (Jeri Pendergest’s Father), Nancy Kibler (Jill White’s Mother), Isaiah Nygard (John and Kathy’s
Grandson)

BIRTHDAYS
February
Marie Johnson
Don Garnett

8
18

March
Betty Vangen
Jill White
Paul Caudill
Kevin Steuart

6
12
19
21

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Feb

3

Feb

6

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

9
10
12
13
13
14
17
20
21
24
25
27
28

10:45 am Worship
12:15 pm Souper Bowl Luncheon
2:00 pm Rock The Block Meeting
5:00 pm Toiletry Pantry (arrive at 4:45)
6:30 pm Movie Night
10:45 am Worship
7:00 pm Men’s Group
2:00 pm Rock The Block Meeting
5:30 pm Serve at Chosen
5:30 pm Serve at Chosen
10:45 am Worship
2:00 pm Rock The Block Meeting
3:00 pm Prepare Community Meal at Presbyterian Church
10:45 am Worship
10:00 am Newsletter Deadline
2:00 pm Rock The Block Meeting
Bonnie Returns (part time) from Leave

Also, the Karate classes are scheduled to start meeting on Feburary 9. They will meet each
Saturday at 11:30 am (Fellowship Hall) Church Members are welcome to join in the Karate
Classes and/or attend the Habitat for Humanity Meetings.

Disciples Christian Church
2047 Tuley Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45015

