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Are	electric	vehicles	a	technology	and	industry	
ahead of its time?

While	billions	of	dollars	are	being	spent	around	
the	world	on	developing	and	producing	EV,	there	
are some headwinds to those efforts, at least in 

the U.S.

That’s become obvious as 

the	nation’s	legacy	automakers	
have pulled back on EV pro-

duction in recent months. Some 

of	that	is	trickling	through	the	
supply chain and has impacted 

the SK EV battery plant here in 

Commerce.	Layoffs	and	fur-
loughs	there	happened	in	the	
latter	half	of	last	year,	although	
some employees have reported-

ly returned to work recently.

Still, the EV market has a 

number	of	obstacles	to	overcome	and	2024	looks	
like	it	may	be	a	huge	transition	year	for	the	indus-
try.

•••

So	what	are	the	problems	roiling	the	U.S.	EV	
market?

Here’s rundown of some of the key issues:

1. Price. Most U.S. manufactured EV are 

expensive when compared to traditional vehi-

cles.	Early-adaptors	have	already	bought	an	EV,	
meaning	the	market	has	to	expand	into	the	middle	
where	price	has	kept	it	from	growing.

2. Unstable politics. Government subsidies 

have helped boost the EV market here and in 

other countries, but those won’t last forever and 

are subject to political whims. In addition, the 

political climate in the U.S. could hamper future 

production, as noted in a recent news story by 

The	Korean	Economic	Daily.	That	newspaper	
reported last week that Korean EV firms like 

SK	are	worried	about	what	might	happen	to	the	
already-beleaguered	work	visa	system	in	the	U.S.	
under a Trump presidency. Most Asian technol-

ogy	firms	want	to	bring	over	their	own	manager	
teams to U.S. plants, but the visa system limits 

that access.

3. China. China is the world leader in EV and 

looks to expand its reach into Europe and the 

Americas. The Chinese EVs are cheap and if 

allowed into the U.S. market, could undercut the 

country’s traditional automakers. That also relates 

to the political climate and trade war status, all of 

which	could	change	with	the	2024	elections.
4. Technology.	EV	technology	is	young	and	

evolving,	especially	with	battery	production.	The	
chemical	makeup	of	batteries	is	changing.	SK	is	
building	a	“pilot	plant”	to	build	a	new	kind	of	
battery	and	other	firms	are	also	experimenting.	As	
the batteries evolve, that could impact other as-

pects	of	the	EV	market	and	supply	chain	making	

some EV investments obsolete very quickly.

5. Charging outlets.	There’s	a	lack	of	charging	
stations	and	charging	times	are	still	long	com-

pared to liquid fuel options in traditional vehicles. 

And	as	battery	technology	evolves,	the	charging	
infrastructure	may	also	have	to	change.	There’s	
some plans to have battery swap stations where 

new	fully-charged	batteries	are	swapped	out	for	
discharged	batteries,	but	that’s	still	an	experimen-

tal	practice	being	developed.
6. Range.	EVs	still	have	a	limited	range	be-

fore	needing	to	be	recharged.	Cold	weather	also	
affects	range	and	battery	power.	That	may	not	
impact urban markets too much, but it does be-

come critical in suburban and rural markets where 

driving	distances	are	further.	That’s	even	more	
critical in cold climates where low temps could 

make EVs unreliable.

7. Lack of a used market. EV are new and 

given	the	technology	challenges,	there’s	not	much	
of a used vehicle market yet. Few people want 

to buy a vehicle with worn out batteries, or with 

first	generation	technology.	For	there	to	be	a	
robust EV market there will need to be a robust 

secondary used vehicle market and that hasn’t 

developed yet.

8. Politicization of EV. Given the EV connec-

tion	to	“green”	technology,	EV	are	subject	to	
becoming	a	football	in	the	larger	political	land-

scape.	EV	are	connected	to	the	climate	change	
battle which has become extremely polarized. 

One’s selection of a vehicle to drive shouldn’t be 

a political decision, but in today’s environment it 

is.	Some	see	EVs	as	too	“woke”	for	prime	time.
9. Domestic unions.	Major	technological	shifts	

always	create	labor	unrest.	The	EV	technology	is	
no different. Auto workers are concerned about 

their jobs and how the advent of EV production 

might	affect	their	status.	Stand-along	EV	firms	
like	Tesla	might	avoid	this	problem,	but	the	
legacy	U.S.	automakers	will	have	to	deal	with	
labor	unrest,	making	their	move	toward	EVs	more	
difficult and costly.

•••

All	of	this	is	important	here	because	to	a	large	
extent,	Georgia	has	been	riding	on	the	coattails	
of the EV industry in its economic development 

planning.
The state has become a key center of EV pro-

duction, from batteries to vehicles.

While those who follow the auto market believe 

EVs	will	win	out	in	the	long	run,	like	a	lot	of	
major	technology	shifts,	there	will	be	chaos	in	the	
short term.

A	lot	of	money	is	betting	on	an	EV	future,	but	it	
could	be	a	technology	ahead	of	its	time.

Mike Buffington is co-publisher of Mainstreet 

Newspapers. He can be reached at mike@main-

streetnews.com.

Are EVs ahead of their time?

Mike 

Buffington

Dear	Editor:
My name is Pam Estabrooke and I am the board 

president	of	New	Schools	Georgia,	LLC.
I	am	writing	in	response	to	the	article	Mike	Buff-

ington	 wrote	 titled	 “Braselton	 school	 proposal	 a	
complex	web	of	issues”	on	Feb.	29.
While	 Mr.	 Buffington’s	 editorial	 gets	 a	 lot	 of	

charter	background	correct,	he	also	is	misinformed	
on many key points.

Our	 organization,	 New	 Schools	 Georgia,	 LLC/
Four Points Preparatory Academy is approved by 

the	State	Charter	Schools	Commission	(SCSC).	We	
are	considered	a	Local	Education	Authority	(LEA),	
just like traditional county school boards, while be-

ing	held	to	high	standards	and	criteria.
The	 “charter	 bargain”	 that	 Mr.	 Buffington	 ref-

erences	 is	 actually	 “greater	 flexibility	 for	 greater	
accountability.”	 Charter	 schools	 are	 held	 to	 much	
higher	 standards	 than	 local	 public	 schools.	 Each	
year,	the	SCSC	charter	schools	go	through	an	annu-

al	audit	or	monitoring	process.	The	Comprehensive	
Performance	 Framework	 (CPF)	 evaluates	 schools	
on operations, finances, academics, board perfor-

mance,	compliance	with	legal	non-profit	status,	and	
more.

School choice is more than a buzz word or a pass-

ing	 political	 platform.	 To	 date,	 hundreds	 of	 par-
ents have voiced an interest in Four Points Prepa-

ratory Academy because it will offer an additional 

high-quality	 school	 choice	 in	 our	 rapidly	 growing	
area.	 We	 will	 feature	 aspects	 that	 include	 strong	
parent	 partnerships,	 rigorous	 college	 prep	 curric-

ulum,	 and	 high	 moral	 focus	 integration.	 College	
readiness	is	tracked	starting	in	third	grade	with	chil-
dren measured on daily assessments across the Na-

tional	Heritage	Academies	(NHA)	network	of	high	
performing	schools.

As board chair, I find the assumption that the local 

nonprofit	is	a	shell	organization	to	funnel	money	to	
a	national	money-making	operation	offensive.	Our	
five-member board is accountable to the stakehold-

ers and the SCSC for all operational and financial 

aspects of the school. We hold the charter for Four 

Points Prep, not NHA. Our board is ultimately re-

sponsible for all aspects of the school.

While	NHA	has	a	 for-profit	 tax	 status,	 the	orga-

nization is accountable to our board for academic, 

operational, and financial success. The investment 

they	are	making	in	Braselton	and	our	community	is	
done at no cost to local taxpayers. With this invest-

ment in our community likely to top $10 million, 

the partnership between the town and school speaks 

for itself.

I welcome the opportunity to sit down with Mr. 

Buffington	 for	 a	 conversation	 about	 this	 topic,	 to	
better	educate	your	 readers	about	 the	 facts	 regard-

ing	the	addition	of	a	charter	school	to	the	Braselton	
area.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Pam Estabrooke

Board President

New	Schools	Georgia,	LLC

(Buffington responds: You are correct that state 

charter schools are held to a high standard. The 

SCSC just revoked the charter for two schools in 

Metro Atlanta for their failure to perform. While 

the local New Schools Georgia board is nominally 

responsible for the proposed charter school in Bra-

selton vis a vie the state, it is the National Heritage 

Academies (NHA) organization that is fronting the 

$10 million for the renovation for the school, and 

it is NHA that will operate the school by contract 

with your board. State funding will flow through 

your local board, but the vast majority of that will 

go to NHA via that contractural arrangement. Giv-

en how the NHA structures its contracts with local 

non-profit boards, the NHA is in control of day-to-

day operations, not the local board. Although you 

suggest the NHA “is accountable to our board for 

academic, operational, and financial success,” that 

likely isn’t the case. If your local board became dis-

satisfied with NHA, you could not dump them and 

contract with another firm because NHA controls 

the lease for the facility and the school’s assets. 

Given that, I’m not clear how your board will hold 

NHA “accountable” when they hold all the cards in 

the relationship.)

LETTER: Board chair defends 
charter school arrangement

It’s	rare	to	find	a	coffee-table	book	that	is	great	reading,	but	thanks	
to	my	friend,	Ron,	I	just	finished	one.	It’s	a	wonderful	book	about	
Willie	Nelson	(and	his	songs),	called	Energy	Follows	Thought:	The	
Stories	Behind	My	Songs,	with	co-authors	David	Ritz	and	Mickey	

Raphael	(HarperCollins	Publishers,	2022).
I’ve	read	other	great	books	about	the	

origins	behind	songs,	including	those	by	the	
Beatles	and	by	Bob	Dylan,	but	this	one	may	
be the best so far.

Willie’s	book	begins	with	this:	“When	it	
comes	to	songs,	I’m	a	patient	man.	I	don’t	
try to push or prod them. I just let them 

happen,	like	this	book	is	happening.	I	never	
thought	about	separating	my	words	from	my	
music.	They	go	together	like	ham	and	eggs,	
and	I	don’t	cook	them	at	the	same	time.”
Willie,	who	was	born	in	1933	in	Abbott,	

Texas	(now	a	population	of	352),	about	25	
miles	north	of	Waco,	got	his	first	guitar	at	

age	six.	While	he	had	a	strict	Christian	upbringing,	Willie	became	
the	king	of	country	‘outlaw’	music,	writing	about	themes	that	many	
would	hardly	consider	to	be	religious	(spiritual,	surely,	but	not	tra-
ditionally	Christian).	Willie	was	a	song-writer	making	$50	per	song	
when he moved to Nashville in the sixties, and his current income is 

estimated	at	more	than	$4	million	per	year,	which	includes	royalties.
You’ll	learn	what	inspired	great	songs	like	“The	Party’s	Over”	

and	“Night	Life”.	And	the	extraordinary	background	on	his	great	
song	“Crazy”,	made	famous	by	Patsy	Cline.
Perhaps	the	book’s	unique	treat:	Willie’s	wisdom,	including	these	

lines:	“I	say	that	as	a	storyteller	I	make	up	stories	that	most	of	the	
time	have	nothing	to	do	with	me”	and	“…Maybe	because	songs	
came to me so easily, I never considered them work. Consequently, I 

didn’t	understand	their	monetary	worth.	I	barely	had	enough	money	
to	buy	food…”	and	finally,	this	admission,	“…the	bottom	line	is	
that,	for	me,	there’s	nothing	funny	about	drinking.	If	I	hadn’t	put	
down	the	bottle,	I’d	be	dead	long	ago…”.
Now,	at	age	90,	four-times	married,	the	father	of	eight	kids,	five	

grandkids	and	four	great-grandkids,	Willie	Nelson	has	become	
legendary	across	many	genres	of	music.
Going	from	Willie	Nelson	to	Crosby,	Stills,	Nash	&	Young	

(CSN&Y)	is	a	little	like	going	from	Lula	to	Little	Five	Points—but	
this second book is worth your time.

It	begins	with	this	scene	described	by	author	David	Browne:	
“Crosby	was	the	shoot-from-the-hip	rebel	who	couldn’t	help	but	
stick	it	to	the	man.	Stills,	especially	during	his	early	years,	was	the	
driven	careerist—always	on	the	go,	go,	go—eternally	unrequited	
romantic. Nash was the sensitive lady killer with the taste for quality 

possessions,	the	proto-yuppie.	Young	was	the	elusive,	changeable	
outsider	who	couldn’t	quite	commit	to	any	one	thing	at	any	one	
time.”
This	begins	an	engaging	look	at	Crosby,	Stills,	Nash	&	Young,	

which,	according	to	the	book’s	subtitle,	“The	Wild,	Definitive	Saga	
of	Rock’s	Greatest	Supergroup”	(DaCapo,	2019),	is	a	story	of	both	
the	genius	and	chaos	of	four	musicians	who	seldom	got	along,	but	
when	they	did,	it	was	just	right.
Author	David	Browne	is	a	senior	writer	at	Rolling	Stone	and	has	

also written extensively about James Taylor, Simon & Garfunkel, 

the Beatles and Jeff & Tim Buckley. This book is written in four 

parts,	covering	CSN&Y’s	rocketing	first	two	albums	that	introduced	
such	classics	as	“Carry	On”,	“Teach	Your	Children”,	“Helpless”	and	
“Our	House.”
You	will	get	a	look	at	both	the	camaraderie	of	this	group	and	also,	

its tensions. Graham Nash often tried to alleviate the near-constant 

tension	between	David	Crosby	and	Steven	Stills—and	Neil	Young,	
the	Canadian,	who	joined	the	group	after	their	first	album,	but	was	
seldom	seen	around	them	off-stage	(although	it	was	Young’s	anthem	
“Ohio”	that	took	this	folk-rock	band	to	an	even	greater	level	of	
popularity).
Browne	details	Crosby’s	“problem	child”	high	school	troubles	

and	how	he	later	started	playing	folk	songs	with	Roger	McGuinn.	
The	two	formed	The	Byrds	(McGuinn	was	later	instrumental	in	
organizing	the	Traveling	Wilburys).
While	all	of	this	going	on,	Steven	Stills,	a	Texas	native,	who	grew	

up	in	a	military-type	high	school	in	Florida,	had	already	formed	
Buffalo	Springfield	and	launched	a	major	hit	with	“For	What	It’s	
Worth”.	His	other	guitarist	in	that	band	was	Don	Felder,	who	later	
came	to	fame	with	the	Eagles.
The	fourth	member	of	Buffalo	Springfield,	Neil	Young,	who	

always shunned any media attention and was uncomfortable in most 

public	settings,	and	later	joined	Crosby,	Stills	&	Nash.	He	was	to	cut	
only	one	album	with	CSN&Y,	the	1970’s	classic,	Déjà	Vu.

There are other books that have been written about this so-called 

super	group	(they	no	doubt	were	that,	although	Blind	Faith	and	the	
Traveling	Wilbury’s	may	have	been	just	as	great).
Lisa	and	I	last	saw	Crosby,	Stills	&	Nash	at	the	Fox	Theatre	in	

2014,	when	(even	without	Young),	they	still	had	those	incredible	
vocals that made them so popular.

This	book	by	David	Browne	is	a	tribute	to	the	meteoric	rise	of	
CSN&Y	(sometimes	in	spite	of	themselves)	and	is	great	reading	for	
anyone who loved their music.

David R. Altman lives in Hoschton with his wife, Lisa. He is a 

member of the National Books Critics Circle and is a former Geor-

gia Author of the Year nominee. His latest poetry collection, Cold 

Remembered, was published in 2023 (Finishing Line Press).

Willie & CSN&Y: Two books, 
and music, for the ages

David R. 

Altman 


