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What is Forensic Interviewing?
Once a report has been
made to the child abuse
and neglect hotline, an
investigation is
commenced by a child
protective investigator or
a law enforcement
officer. One of these
multi-disciplinary team
members will then
contact the Child
Protection Team of the
Children’s Advocacy
Center to
schedule a
forensic
interview
and other
services as
needed.
A forensic
interview is
a method
for
gathering
information
from a
victim of alleged child
abuse, while being
sensitive to the child’s

emotional needs and
developmental level.
The Child Protection
Team of the Children’s
Advocacy Center of
Southwest Florida
conducts forensic
interviews that are
legally sound, are of a
neutral, fact-finding
nature, and are
coordinated to avoid
duplicative

child victims by
emphasizing the child’s
comfort level, and
conducting the
interview in a childcentered,
developmentally
appropriate
atmosphere.

Our Mission
To provide a coordinated
response to child victims
of abuse and neglect and
improve the lives of at-risk
children and their families
through prevention
services.
To report suspected
child abuse, call
1-800-96-ABUSE
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Forensic Interviewing
are available to conduct
interviews every day of the year
and at any time as needed by
those investigating allegations
of abuse of a child. This
immediate availability to
interview the child is intended
to secure the safety of the child
in a prompt manner.
The interview process ensures
that a possible child victim has
an opportunity to tell his or her
experience to a trained
professional. This process is
designed to reduce trauma to
the child and allows for a legally
-defensible interview should the
case proceed through the legal
system.
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The forensic interview allows for
other professionals who may
investigate and prosecute cases
against alleged perpetrators to
obtain information in a manner
that is not threatening to the
child. This allows the
investigating entities to assess
the various safety issues and
possible criminal violations that
may have taken place. If a case
proceeds through the criminal
process, the forensic interview
may become a pivotal
component of the legal action.
While the child is being
interviewed, a case coordinator
or case manager provides the
non-offending caregiver with

support and information about
the forensic interview process,
the legal system, medical and
counseling resources, how to
cope with their feelings, and
how to appropriately talk and
listen to a child in the aftermath
of abuse. A guardian’s coping
skills and understanding about
the progression of a case can
be an important indicator for
the future well-being of the
child. Providing support and
education for guardians at the
time of crisis is critical to the
child’s recovery.

Kappa Delta Raises $16,965 for CAC!
The mission of the Kappa Delta
sorority at FGCU is the same
as ours, to work toward
preventing child abuse. With
that goal in mind, they have
been a steadfast financial
supporter of CAC for several
years now.
The results are in from this
year’s spring carnival, which
benefitted us and PCAA, and
we are thrilled to announce that
they presented us with a check
for $16,965. Thank you to all
the KD sisters and to Max
Costanzo for his fundraising
effort that contributed $1300 to
the overall total.
Here are scenes from the
carnival—
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A Donation Can Change a Life
We often hear people say to us,
“Sorry, this is all I can afford”
when making a donation. But
you should never underestimate
how significant your donation
may be.

therapists, Sasha Navas, had
with two of her clients, as
relayed to the Development
Director:

forgetting it. Our agreement
was never that she read it to
me, but rather that she show
me she is using it.

“I just wanted to take a moment
to thank you personally for the
journals you offered the Family
Alliance therapists some weeks
ago. When I responded to your
email, I chose four journals
thinking they would come in
handy someday. Well, someday
has come twice in less than one
month. Both times, the journals
were used not only as a
therapeutic tool, but also to build
rapport and give the teen girls a
safe place to express their
feelings whenever they could
not talk to me.
“One said she was unable to
talk to me ‘whenever I need to’ –
so her journal is now one of her
most cherished possessions; so
much so, that she has the buy-in
of her father and stepmother,
who once rushed it to therapy
full of apologies for initially

“My other teen actually handed
me her journal, truly a sacred
moment in therapy, especially
for a teenager. We ‘exchanged’
journals. I handed her a new
one (provided by you) to
replace the old – the old
thoughts, the old feelings, the
old experiences – with
new moments and memories.
She also brings it proudly to her
appointments.
“I hope these stories convey
the depth of gratitude I have for
such a journal that, at first,
seemed like a simple gift but
has made such profound
headway in healing.”

That box of diapers may help a
teen mother without the funds to
provide for her baby; that bag of
stuffed animals goes toward
providing comfort to child
victims of physical and sexual
abuse; and something as
simple as a journal can be lifechanging for some of our
clients.
Not too long ago, an email was
sent by CAC’s Development
Director to the staff advising
them of a donation of varied
decorative journals in her office
and available for them to give to
their clients. Here is the
experience one of our

Sasha Navas, Family Alliance
Therapist
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3830 Evans Avenue
Fort Myers, FL 33901
Phone: 239-939-2808
www.cac-swfl.org
Stopping child abuse.
One child at a time.
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Random Acts of Kindness...

T

hank you to the many individuals and businesses who responded to our
plea for diapers and stuffed animals, including the kind folks from Lee
County Tax Collector’s Office in N. Ft. Myers, Edison National Bank,
Lee County Sheriff’s Office, Clifton Larson Allen, Scott Gregory & BB&T
Insurance Services, Nancy Buice, Our Mother’s Home, Melissa Roberts & S.
FL Water Mgmt. District, Sean Hoover
and Stephanie Wenrick & Coral Isle
Builders.
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United Way Lee, Hendry,
Glades & Okeechobee

