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From our President...
Giving Thanks
Let's give thanks for family & friends
Let's give thanks for the shrubs and trees
Let's give thanks for the gifts God sends
Let's give thanks for the Rusty Patched Bees
For the letters we write and notes we receive
For the smiles we give because we believe
We believe in prairies, meadows, thickets, and forests
or any combination of these
We love our gardens and our Wild Ones Friends
as we harvest God's bounty, it knows no end
Have a Happy Holiday Season!
Karl Ackermann

DECEMBER 2, 2017 MEETING
Bring your favorite dish, along with the seed pods, pinecones, berries, or whatever other cool things you’ve found to our December tree decorating party & prepare to get creative! Supplies will be provided, but it’s always fun to add your own
interesting finds to the Gibson Woods Christmas tree.
We will have a very brief informal business meeting, and then will begin our
festivities. If you need a gift for a fellow nature lover, we will have our books, tshirts, and jewelry available.
I can’t wait to see everyone’s creations! For those who haven’t been to our tree
decorating party before, I’ll show you a few creations from past years.
Hope to see you!
Kim Moor
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Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
at Gibson Woods unless otherwise
noted.
December 2 2017
Tree Decorating Naturally
Pot Luck

January 6, 2018
Greenhouse Orientation
Bring your own snack

February 3, 2018
TBA
March 3, 2018
TBA
April 7, 2018
TBA
May 5, 2018
NATIVE PLANT SALE
Pot luck
——————————————
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Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2017 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Secretary:
Colleen Travis
(219) 696-5567
ctravisa@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Education:
Pat Rosenwinkel
Community Outreach:
Linda Cook
219-924-5013
earthday70@yahoo.com
Assistant/Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 15th

ANNOUNCEMENTS
2018 OFFICERS
Our 2018 Officers & other positions are:
President - Karl Ackermann
Vice President - Kim Moor
Secretary - Colleen Travis
Treasurer - Karl Ackermann
Education - TBD
Community Outreach - All of us!
Newsletter Editor - Kim Moor
Membership Chair - Pat Rosenwinkel
Corresponding Secretary - Marilynn Thompson
Greenhouse Manager - Peggy Foster
Native Plant Consultant - Joy Bower
Symposium Committee Chair - Kim Moor

QUESTIONNAIRE
Members received a questionnaire with this month’s newsletter asking for speaker suggestions, and how you’d like to be involved with Wild Ones. There will be
copies at the meeting in case you don’t have a printer.
Please take some time to fill it out & turn in at our meeting or email it to Karl
Ackermann or Kim Moor. This will help us shape our future meetings, and our
path going forward.

JANUARY PORTER COUNTY MG GARDENING SHOW
SAVE THE DATE! We will have a booth at this show, and need volunteers to
man our booth. The show is on January 27, 2018 from 8 - 4. We can break the
day down into 3 shifts so everyone will have a chance to catch some presentations
or shop. Please sign the volunteer sheet at our December meeting, or contact Karl
Ackermann or Kim Moor if you’d like to help.

Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374

GREENHOUSE ORIENTATION

Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net

Our January meeting will be at the Greenhouse to review procedures for getting
our plants ready & taking care of them for the months leading up to the May 5th
Plant Sale. Bring your favorite clippers & your own snack. After our orientation,
we will have some time to start ‘playing in the dirt’.

Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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We will also make a volunteer schedule, so consider what days/times would be
convenient for you. If you haven’t ever worked in the Greenhouse before, we
will set you up with a ‘buddy’. Let us know if you need directions.
REMEMBER - When it’s COLD outside, it’s WARM & feels like SPRING in
the GREENHOUSE!
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NATIVE PLANTS WITH WINTER INTEREST BY MICKEY TAYLOR
Without a doubt, my mother and grandparents enjoyed their flower gardens during the season.
And like many gardeners of 25+ years ago, when October arrived, they cut down their perennials and removed the annuals to tidy up their gardens in preparation for cold weather. This practice left a bare and depressing winter landscape.
At the time, my family didn’t think about growing plants for winter interest, let alone native Midwestern plants
that could serve as a source of food and shelter for birds, butterflies and bees.

Fortunately, times have changed. We have come to appreciate the beauty of changing colors and shapes of
shrubs, grasses and flowers and understand the importance of letting healthy perennials stand over winter to
provide food and shelter for native wildlife.

Shrubs
Red Chokeberry (Aronia arbutifolia)
An ornamental shrub noted for its multi-season beauty. In late summer, abundant clusters of red berries are
on display and last well into winter.
Height: 6 to 10 ft tall
Water: Dry to Medium
Light: Full to Part Sun
Soil: Clay, Loam
Witch Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana)
Is considered a fall-blooming, deciduous shrub or small tree. Stem
hugging clusters of fragrant yellow flowers, each with four crinkly, ribbon-shaped petals appear along the branches from October to December.
Height: 15 to 20 ft tall
Water: Medium
Light: Full Sun to Part Shade
Soil: Well-drained, moist, acidic, organically rich
Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius)
If the bush is left intact, the bark on mature stems will eventually develop beautiful dark and light brown exfoliations, offering excellent winter interest.
Height: 6 to 12 ft tall
Water: Dry to Moist
Light: Full Sun to Shade
Soil: Loam, Clay
Red Osier Dogwood (Cornus sericea)
Has brilliant red fall color and red stem color interest. Maintain bright
red twig coloration by cutting back old stems, as the bark turns brown.
Height: 6 to 10 ft tall
Water: Medium to Wet
Light: Full sun to Light
Shade
Soil: Medium to wet, tolerates heavy clay soil or boggy conditions
Also, Winterberry (Ilex verticillata) and Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis)
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Grasses
Bottlebrush Grass (Histrix patula)
Graceful, long-lasting foliage that turns brown in the fall and lasts through the winter. Seedheads resemble a
bottlebrush.
Height: 2 to 5 ft tall
Water: Dry
Light: Part Shade
Soil: Sand, Loam

Little Bluestem Grass (Schizachyrium scoparium)
In the fall, the foliage turns red, reddish-brown, or reddish-orange and flowers appear on stems rising above the foliage. Clusters of attractive fluffy, silvery-white
seed heads, which often persist into winter, follow flowers.
Height: 1.5 to 2 ft tall
Water: Dry to Medium
Light: Full Sun
Soil: well-drained
Also, Switch Grass (Panicum virgatum), Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans), Prairie Dropseed (Sporabolus heterolepis), Indian Wood Oats (Chasmanthium latifolium), Side Oats Gramma (Bouteloua curtipendula), Tufted Hair Grass
(Deschampsia caespitosa)

Flowers
Blue Wild Indigo (Baptisia australis)
In late fall, plant turns silvery-gray. Showy black seedpods remain through the
winter.
Height: 3 to 4 ft tall
Water: Medium to Moist
Light: Full to Part Sun
Soil: Sand, Loam, Clay

Also, White Wild Indigo (Baptisia alba) and Purple coneflower (Echinacea Purpurea)

Ferns
Christmas Fern (Polystichum acrostichoides)
Stays dark green through the holiday season.
Height: 1.5 to 2 ft. tall
Water: Medium
Light: Part Shade, Shade
Soil: Likes moist, acid-rich soils. Sandy, Sandy-loam, medium loam, acid-based.
Does not tolerate clay soils or standing water; must have good drainage.
Sources: www.illinoiswildflowers.info, www.minnesotawildflowers.info, www.wildflower.org,
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org
Photos: Wild Blue Indigo-Courtesy of Anderson, www.garden.org; Red Osier Dogwood-Photo by Peter M. Dziuk,
Minnesota Wildflowers; Witch Hazel-Courtesy of www.missouribotanical garden.org, Little Bluestem-Courtesy of
Master Gardeners North Virginia www.mgnv.org
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