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Venezuela is located on the northern coast of South America, it has land borders with Colombia to the west and 
southwest, Guyana to the east and Brazil to the south. It also borders several Caribbean states over its marine ter-
ritory. It is the sixth largest country in South America in terms of land area.

Venezuela is a federal republic with the executive branch of the government led by an elected president who is 
also head of state. The legislative branch consists of the unicameral Asamblea Nacional, made up of 167 seats 
and elected by popular vote. The country is divided into 23 states, grouped into nine administrative regions. Of 
Venezuela’s 314 islands, three make up a state and the remaining 311 islands and cays are administered as a Fed-
eral Dependency. The capital, Caracas, is located within a Capital District.

The country has a warm and wet tropical climate, seasons are determined by rainfall, with a dry season running 
from December to April and a rainy season from May to September although there are some local exceptions to 
this pattern. Average annual rainfall varies from less than 300 mm in the most arid regions to more than 4000 mm 
in the Amazon and Guianan Shield. Average annual temperatures oscillate between 23 and 29 ºC.

The Orinoco is Venezuela’s largest river at more than 2400 km in length. Its source lies in the Sierra de Parima on 

region opposite the island of Trinidad. The Orinoco receives 95% of surface waters in Venezuela.

Venezuela has been divided into four physiographic regions (Huber & Alarcón 1988), a brief description of each fol-
lows: 1) Insular and coasts; this region is generally dry with low rainfall (300 -1000 mm) and a high average annual 
temperature over 28 ºC. It covers all coastal ecosystems on continental Venezuela, along 4006 km of coastline, as 
well as the 314 islands or cays in the Caribbean. 2) Plains; this region includes all lowland plains between 0 and 



250 m above sea level, average annual temperatures are above 24 ºC 
and average rainfall varies between 500 and 4000 mm. The two larg-
est sub-regions are the Orinoco Delta and the Llanos or Plains, the 
latter is shared with Colombia and extends east of the Andes, south 
of the Coastal Mountains and north of the Guianan Shield. 3) Hills; 
altitudes in this region range from 100 to 1000 m. There are two main 

and scrub where natural vegetation remains, although the region’s 
ecosystems have suffered much from human disturbance. The other 
area is made up of the Guianan foothills, situated northwest of the 

Guianan highlands and the Orinoco River. 4) Mountains; this region 
contains several mountainous areas, including the Cordillera de los 
Andes, the Andean chain that traverses the west of the country before 
entering Colombia and boasts Venezuela’s highest point at 5007 m on 
Pico Bolívar. Other areas in this region include Sierra de Perijá, the 
northernmost chain of the Andes, reaching heights of more than 3600 
m; the coastal mountains; Cerro Copey on Isla Margarita and the Gui-
anan Highlands. In the latter subregion, tepuis or inselbergs, striking
Precambrian formations towering above the forests, are characteristic
of the landscape and reach average heights of 1500 to 2500 m.

Venezuela has one of the largest extensions of protected areas in the 
world (Bevilacqua 2003), making up a system of Areas under Spe-
cial Administration, grouped under three large categories: areas with 

-
eas with controlled use; and geo-strategic areas with productive pur-
poses. The 359 areas within this system cover 276,656 km2, or 30.2% 
of the country. Areas are administered by different dependencies of 
the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources. Venezuela’s 

of Henri François Pittier Dormond, founder of the national park sys-
tem. A type of management plan is drawn up for each area contain-
ing guidelines and policies for its administration, including permitted, 
restricted and prohibited activities and land use as well as information 
on zoning. Currently, decrees with management plans have been is-
sued for just less than half the national parks.

-
ga de Los Olivitos, Cuare, Laguna de la Restinga and Laguna de 

).

Tacarigua, totaling an area of 263,636 ha and designated between 
1988 and 1996. There is also one Biosphere Reserve, Alto Orinoco-
Casiquiare in the Venezuelan Amazon of 8,266,230 ha. The reserve 
was designated in 1993.

Biodiversity (1994), Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (1977), the World Heritage Conven-
tion (1990), the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands (1988), UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (1992) and the Kyoto Protocol 
(2004), among others.



Venezuela is considered one of the megadiverse countries of the 
world, it is placed sixth in terms of bird diversity, after Colombia, 
Peru, Brazil, Ecuador and Indonesia. Venezuela holds 36% of bird 
species recorded for the Neotropical region according to Stotz et al.
(1996), this richness is due to the diversity of habitats or ecosys-
tems within the country. Nine new species have been registered for 
Venezuela since the publication of the Tropical Andes directory 
(BirdLife International & Conservation International 2005). These 
species, not included in Hilty (2003) are: Eurasian Wigeon (Anas 
penelope; Williams & Beadle 2003), Green-winged Teal (Anas 
crecca; Restal et al. 2006), White-tipped Sicklebill (Eutoxeres 
aquila; Rengifo et al. 2007), White-necked Puffbird (Notharchus 
hyperrhynchus; Remsen et al. 2008), Roraiman Antbird (Schisto-
cichla saturata; Braun et al. 2005), Smoky-fronted Tody-tyrant 
(Todirostrum fumifrons; Salcedo et al. 2006) and Ring-necked 
Seedeater (Sporophila insularis; Restall 2002).

Of the 1396 species present in the country, 26 are globally threat-
ened and a further 30 are classified as Near Threatened (BirdLife 
International 2007). The recently described Carrizal Seedeater 
(Amaurospiza carrizalensis) (Lentino & Restall 2003) is Venezu-
ela’s only Critically Endangered bird1. A further 12 and 13 species 
are classified as Endangered and Vulnerable, respectively. The sec-
ond edition of the national red list for birds (Rodríguez & Rojas-
Suárez 2003) contains 76 listed birds of which four are Critically 
Endangered (Crypturellus erythropus margaritae, Vultur gryphus,
Aratinga acuticaudata neoxena, Carduelis cucullata), 11 are En-
dangered and 17 Vulnerable.

There are seven EBAs within Venezuela (Stattersfield et al. 1998), 
containing 106 restricted-range species, three lie completely within 
the country: Caripe-Paria region (EBA 032), Cordillera de Mérida 
(EBA 034) and Cordillera de la Costa Central (EBA 033). The other 
four EBAs are shared with neighboring countries: Caribbean Co-
lombia and Venezuela (EBA 035), Colombian East Andes (EBA 
038) with Colombia; Orinoco-Negro white-sand forest (EBA 065) 
with Brazil and Colombia and Tepuis (EBA 064) with Brazil and 
Guyana. Four biomes are present in the country with total of 206 
biome restricted species (Lentino et al. 2005).

pariae

2.

Venezuela is important in providing habitat to migratory birds as 
stopover or overwintering sites, with 135 species coming from 
North America, 10 from the Caribbean and 23 from southern South 
America. Many coastal lagoons, beaches and mudflats represent 
the first landfall for millions of migratory species after a long flight 
over the Caribbean. Venezuela has also been considered to hold the 
most important sites in northern South America for wintering Blue-
winged Teal (Anas discors), reaching numbers in excess of 35,000, 
mostly in wetlands in the east of the country (Morrison et al. 1985). 
Heron roosts in the Llanos region have been recorded to hold up to 
32,000 individuals. Scarlet Ibis (Eudocimus ruber) is most numerous
in this region, with 22 roosts holding more than 70,000 birds (Ramo 
& Busto 1985).

1According to the 2008 IUCN Red List, Venezuela now has two CR species given that Tachira Antpitta (Grallaria
chthonia) has been uplisted from EN to CR, other changes are Helmeted Curassow (Pauxi pauxi) and Scissor-tailed 
Hummingbird (Hylonympha macrocerca) both uplisted from VU to EN, and Sun Parakeet (Aratinga solstitialis)
from LC to EN. This directory uses IUCN 2007 categories throughout.



The Venezuelan IBA program began in 1999 when funding was 
obtained by the Sociedad Conservacionista Audubon de Venezuela 

list of potential IBAs was presented to the ornithological community at 
a national workshop in Caracas on 3 December 2000. A second work-
shop was held in 2003 to further validate data.

As a result of the above process, 72 IBAs were designated in all 25 of 
Venezuela’s administrative divisions, with the greatest number identi-

cover almost 25% of the country’s land area, representing one of the 
largest total area of IBAs in the Americas.
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A total of 57 IBAs were designated under criterion A1, covering 47 glob-
ally threatened and near threatened species in Venezuela meeting IBA cri-
teria. In terms of threatened species (CR, EN, VU) alone, 96% are covered 

threatened species, with Parque Nacional Perijá in the state of Zulia having 
the greatest number of threatened species at eight. Eight threatened species 
are only represented by one IBA, conversely, Helmeted Curassow (Pauxi
pauxi) and Yellow-shouldered Amazon (Amazona barbadensis) are both 
present at more than 10 IBAs in the country (Table 2). Cerulean Warbler 
(Dendroica cerulea) has been recorded at 14 IBAs but has not been con-

Of the 106 restricted-range species in Venezuela, 104 are represented in 44 
sites meeting criterion A2. The two A2 species present in Venezuela at the 

Piculet (Picumnus pumilus) for Orinoco-Negro white-sand forest (EBA 
065) and Rufous-browed Conebill (Conirostrum rufum) for Colombian 

VU
VU
EN
VU
VU
EN
EN
VU
EN
EN
VU
VU
EN
VU
EN
EN
EN
CR
VU
EN
VU
VU
VU
EN
EN

16

11

8

7

6
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4

4

3

3

3

2

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2 See www.iucnredlist.org/info/major_habitats for further details on habitat types.

East Andes (EBA 038), the latter species was reported for Venezuela in 
1978 (Phelps & de Schauensee 1979). One hundred and ninety-three of 206 
biome-restricted species are represented in 47 sites meeting criterion A3.

With respect to congregatory species, 19 sites meet criterion A4, 14 sites 

Refugio de Fauna Silvestre Isla de Aves (VE001), Pedernales-Capure 
(VE044) in the state of Delta Amacuro and Parque Nacional Santos Lu-
zardo (VE056) in Apure, all for containing more than 20,000 waterbirds.

In Venezuela, 68% of IBAs are totally protected, a further 7% are partially 
protected (Figure 1). Of these 54 sites, 35 are national parks, representing 

Ramsar sites have been designated as IBAs. The principal habitat type in 
almost 45% of Venezuela’s IBAs is forest2. Other habitat types present in 
more than 5% of IBAs are shrubland and grassland (Figure 2).
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Recent years have seen greater efforts to study globally threatened spe-
cies in more detail, thus obtaining further information on their biology 
and distribution. Examples include, Venezuelan Wood-quail (Odontopho-
rus columbianus) with studies carried out in the Henri Pittier National 
Park (VE031) (Bonaccorso & Barreto 2002, Bonaccorso & Barreto 2004, 
Bonaccorso et al. 2004); Grey-headed Warbler (Basileuterus griseiceps)
and White-throated Barbtail (Premnoplex tatei) in the IBA Macizo Monta-
ñoso del Turimiquire (VE022) (Azpúrua 2006, Hernández 2006); Orinoco 
Softtail (Thripophaga cherriei) in the IBA Reserva del Sipapo (VE066)
(Lentino et al. 2007). A project is currently underway for Carrizal Seedeater 
(Amaurospiza carrizalensis) with seven new localities discovered for the 
species in the Caruachi region (VE048) where it maintains small terri-
tories. In 2004, Recurve-billed Bushbird (Clytoctantes alixii) was newly 
discovered in the country in the Serranía de Perijá (VE018) and is also 
present in Serranía de Lajas, in the southern part of the IBA Zona Protec-
tora San Rafael de Guasare (VE017) (Lentino et al. 2004, BirdLife Inter-

Rail (Rallus wetmorei) has been obtained, the species has been recorded in 
four IBAs on the Venezuelan coast.

The Threatened Species Initiative (IEA, in Spanish),
coordinated by Conservation International and 
PROVITA, between 2003 and 2007 funded studies
on the following threatened species: Red Siskin 
(Carduelis cucullata), Yellow-shouldered Amazon 
(Amazona barbadensis), Harpy Eagle (Harpia
harpyja), Blue-crowned Parakeet (Aratinga acuti-
caudata neoxena). A study was also funded on the 
ecology of endemic and threatened species of the
Serranía del Turimiquire (VE022). Three projects
have been approved for 2008, on Clapper Rail 
(Rallus longirostris), Helmeted Curassow (Pauxi
pauxi) and Northern Screamer (Chauna chavaria).
For further information, see the PROVITA web 
page (http://www.provitaonline.org).

Black Noddy (Anous minutus) has been des-
ignated Critically Endangered by the Society 

of Caribbean Ornithology (Schreiber 2000), it is also considered a rare 
species throughout the Caribbean by other authors, its total population 
for the whole region being estimated at 10–100 pairs (Chardine et al.
2000). However, at least 52 breeding pairs have been recorded in the Los 
Roques National Park and IBA (Esclasans 2003, Esclasans et al. 2009). 

holds the second largest colony of Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis)
reported for the Caribbean (with at least 491 reproductive pairs). The main 
threat faced by these colonies of marine birds are removal of eggs by the 
inhabitants of the island.

Efforts are currently being made to consolidate and strengthen the Seabird 
Conservation Group in Venezuela, whose aims include obtaining informa-

Venezuelan coast. Rodrigo Lazo, a member of this group in Venezuela, 
has employed a new technique for counting seabirds involving a kite as 
a platform for obtaining aerial photographs of the colonies. Using this 
technique, he obtained detailed photographs of nesting areas of colonies 
in IBA Isla de Aves (VE001) in February 2007, facilitating counts of re-

IBA has the largest colony of Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus) described 
in the Caribbean (5509 pairs) as well as the principal colony of Sooty 
Tern (Sterna fuscata) described for Venezuela 
(12,182 pairs).
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