 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! 10 For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” cor 11:27
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

“Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood” (Gn 9:4, rsv). “For the life of the flesh is in the blood” (Lv 17:11, rsv). “The only restriction is never to eat the blood, for the blood is the life” (Dt 12:23, tlb).

Because of its association with life, blood takes on a special significance in the sacrificial motif. On the Day of Atonement (Lv 16), the blood of a bull and of a goat was sprinkled upon the altar as a “covering” of the people’s sin. Life was poured out in death. Animal life was given up on behalf of the life of the people. Judgment and atonement were carried out through a transfer of the sin of the people to the animal sacrifice. Transference is depicted also by the scapegoat in the same ceremony (Lv 16:20–22). In the first Passover (Ex 12:1–13), the blood bore the same meaning. Animal blood posted on each door was a sign that a death had already taken place, so the angel of death passed over.

Further, because life is connected with blood, blood becomes the supreme offering to God. In the ratification of the covenant (Ex 24), Moses poured half the sacrificial blood on the altar; after reading the covenant to the people and receiving their affirmative response, he sprinkled the rest of the blood on them and said, “This blood confirms the covenant the Lord has made with you in giving you these laws” (Ex 24:8, nlt). Sprinkling blood on both the altar and the people bound God and the Israelites together in covenant relationship. In the sacrifices of Israel, blood stood for death and depending on the context, might also stand for judgment, sacrifice, substitution, or redemption. Life with God was made possible by blood.

“Blood” and “cross” both stand for the death of Jesus in reconciling Jew and Gentile to God and in the creation of a new humanity. 

DAY OF ATONEMENT
Last night, 


we dwelled upon the meaning of the bread, 



the body of Christ.  

On this Good Friday, 


I would now like to look at what the wine means, 



the blood of Christ.  

To do this, 


we will stroll through Israel's history and understanding of a blood sacrifice 


and then see more clearly 



what occurred when Jesus told us to drink this wine 


and then the next day, 



found himself on a cross, 




bleeding out of his hands and feet that were pierced with nails, 




his forehead that was pierced by thorns, 




his back that had been whipped with cat claws, 



and finally his side that was pierced with a spear.

As early as the covenant with Noah in Genesis 9:4, 


God said,



“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.” 

This is repeated as God gave Moses and the Israelite the law.  


Leviticus 17:11 reads, 



“For the life of the flesh is in the blood”  


and Deuteronomy 12:23 reaffirms, 



“The only restriction is 




never to eat the blood, 





for the blood is the life.”  

The reason that the law prohibits us from consuming the blood of the animal, 


is because its life force 



was understood to reside in the blood.  

When we sin, 


we break the relationship with God 


and the only way to be right with God, 



is to offer our life.  

A merciful God, 


allowed substitutionary atonement or sacrifice



in the place of our death.  


We could kill a lamb or a goat 



instead of ourselves.  
However,


Since a lamb or a goat 



are not made in the image of God like we are, 


they paid the debt, 



but never in full.  

To put it in full banking terms, 


we were paying the interest on the loan, 


but not really touching the principal.  

We were not going to be foreclosed on, 


but we were never going to get the mortgage deed.

So what do you do when you are underwater on a mortgage?  


You work harder, 


take on a second job, 



tighten your other expenses.  


Or you might just give up 



and realize you are never going to pay the debt 



and let the bank foreclose.  


Or you start playing the lottery 



or befriending your rich uncle 




who could pay off your debt with what is in his wallet.  

Our human nature led us to practice all three of these. 


In Israel, 



the work harder crowd we tend to call the Pharisees and Sadducees.  


Idolaters or Heathens 



were the ones who gave up 



and just enjoyed what they had until they didn't.  


Those who called out for the rich uncle, 



were those who say in scripture that a Messiah would come.  

I will let you make the connections to modern titles. 

In Psalm 22 


we hear the voice of those who are trusting in a Messiah to pay the debt.  

“Do not stay so far from me, 


for trouble is near, 


and no one else can help me.” 

“Save me, 

Save me” 


echoes over and over.  

The Psalmist could not defeat his enemies, 


he psalmist could not pay his debt.  

He needed someone who could.

Moving back to this idea of not eating any meat with blood in it, 


you might ask why?  

We are told why, 


that it has the life force of the animal in it.  

Ok, don't ingest life forces is the principle.  


But then we reach the meal we had last night.  

Jesus invites his disciples to take the cup saying, 


“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 



which is poured out for you.” 

So the ingestion of life forces in not the principle.  



What is?  

For that, 


we jump to the fundamentals of vampires.  

Their existence is based off this life force idea.  


They suck out your life force  or blood and gain life.  


They gain your vitality 



and you are left to go and suck out someone else's vitality 




if you want to survive.  

If the lack of life force was the issue, 


drinking the blood once would be fine.  

But remember, 


when we sacrificed the animal, 


its blood was given in the place of our blood,



but we had to continually make a sacrifice 




because it didn't fully pay the debt.  

In modern mythology, 


vampires continue to hunt 



because they can not find blood that is pure enough 



to sustain them indefinitely.  

So there were categories of people that elevated the longevity 


because of their blood line 


or life experience was more sustaining.  

However,


No matter who they found, 



no one would sustain them forever, 


because the blood was of a lower quality than theirs.  

The quality of the life force matters.  
We need the rich uncle 


who can pay our debt in full 


and still have enough the next day 



when we have taken on new debt 




to pay that.  

Even if Warren Buffet was that rich uncle I was talking about, 


when we are honest, 



we know Warren would have been broke a few years ago paying our debt.

Knowing this was the case, 


we were never going to be able to pay our debt, 



the broken relationship with God, 




without dying ourselves.  

But if we are dead, 


then the relationship is also at an end.  

This is where the New Testament writers 


saw the brilliance of what God did 



by sending his own son. 

Romans 5 tells us, 


“You see, 



at just the right time, 


when we were still powerless, 



Christ died for the ungodly. 7


 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, 



though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 



While we were still sinners, 




Christ died for us.”  

We need to hear the word “Christ” 


in the proper context.  

It is not Jesus' last name.  


It is the Messiah, 


the anointed one, 


the Servant King.  



The one in close connection with God.  

Jesus wasn't just a special human being, 


he was 100% human being 


and 100% God.  
In his blood 


was not just human blood, 



so that his death paid his debt.  


It was also God's life force, 



God's blood was shed for us this day.  

That is why Jesus' death 


can pay your debt, 



and your debt, 



and yours as well.  

Unlike Warren Buffet, 


the debt we owed 



will never exceed the price Jesus paid.  

This is why we celebrate Christmas so fully, 


Emmanuael, 



God is with Us.  

This is what makes this Friday good. 

The God who created us, 


was willing to pour out his life force for us 



to pay our debt.  

More than that, 


remember last night, 


we were invited to drink from the cup.  

For the first time in Biblical history, 


we were invited to drink blood.  

The reason being, 


it was a blood greater than our own.  

As a society, 


we may look like people 



who have been consuming a cow's life force.  


Which should make us upset, 



because we were created to be so much more than that.  

My prayer is 


that we don't just leave the blood of Jesus on the ground 



and say, “My debt is paid.”  

That is to miss what happened in the shedding of blood 


to seal a covenant.  

When covenants were made with God, 


blood of the sacrificed animal was poured on the altar 


and spread onto the people.  

Our doorposts were marked to say, 


a sacrifice has been made.  
Before Jesus' death, 


he gave us clear instructions, 



drink this cup!  



Take my higher life force within you.  



Consume me, 




so that I might be a part of your life 





in every aspect.  

We return again and again, 


hopefully changing the balance of life on our own life force 



more and more in favor with life through the power of God.
That is why we call this day good.  


We are what we eat.  

God is offering us the best food and drink possible, 


himself.  

It would not be available to us, 


with out Jesus dying on the cross, 


without his life force being drained.  

If Jesus keeps it to himself, 


how do we gain access?  

If we keep the new life that Jesus offered us to ourselves, 


how do others gain access to this goodness?  

The life blood of Jesus 


was drained out of him 



for all the sins of the world.  

The life of Jesus 


was offered to us 



for all the lives of the world.  

That is the 'good' 


in the death that happened this night. 
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