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SUNDAY, JANUARY 27,
FOLLOWING LUNCHEON
Wonderful ministries and activities are already in the
works for 2019! And part of the foundation we lay
each year for continuing the work of Christ as the
RBC family of faith is to vote on a budget and
officers for the new year. This gathering will be a
time to share together our hopes and dreams for the
future as well as celebrate the GREAT faithfulness
of our Lord in 2018. Please mark your calendars
and plan to be a part of this time of fellowship and decision making. You need not be a member to
contribute to the discussion. Everyone is welcome. Watch the bulletin for further details.

JUST IN CASE…
WINTER STORM
CANCELLATION POLICY
For Sunday morning activities: The
interim pastor and the moderator make the
final decision. Such a decision will be made by 6:30 am whenever there are extremely bad
weather conditions. A decision to cancel will be communicated on the RBC website, Facebook
and the message system on the church phone. People are encouraged to pass the message on
to friends who may not hear through these means.
Weekday activities: If the local schools close or there is a warning by state officials to stay off the
roads, the church office will also be closed that day. Any all-church activities will also be
cancelled. Small group activities will be decided upon by the various organizers.
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Happy Anniversary!
The Borough of Royersford was incorporated in
1879, and that same year Royersford Baptist
Church was organized as Royersford’s first
church. We will mark RBC’s 140th anniversary
with an Anniversary Luncheon on Sunday,
January 27 preceding our Annual Meeting as
well as a series of Sunday morning bulletin
inserts recounting glimpses into the church’s
history.

Registration opens on January 2, 2019, for the
2019-2020 schoolyear at the Royersford Baptist
Church Nursery School. For more information
and to schedule a tour, please contact Kris
Christopher at director@rbcns.org.

RBC Kids
1/6 - Putting God First
1/13 - Value and Worth
1/20 - How to treat others
1/27 - Respect Your Parents
2/3 - God Answers Prayers
Emily Parker will be the teacher for these lessons,
please contact Mary Panetta if you are able to be a
helper any of these weeks.

Annual Reports Coming
January 20!
The Annual Report of Royersford
Baptist Church, reviewing the
ministries of 2018, will be available in
print in the church lobby on Sunday,
January 20, 2019. This will allow
everyone time to read the reports from
our various church leaders before the
Annual Meeting January 27. This
report will also be available as a PDF
on our website.
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A WORD FROM OUR INTERIM PASTOR:
OLD FAITH AND NEW BEGINNINGS
When I was pastoring in southern California, I regularly served as a Camp Counselor for the Senior High
week at Thousand Pines (our Baptist camp high in the beautiful San Bernardino mountains). Every year, the
staff gathered on Saturday for some last-minute planning and preparation before the kids arrived the next
day, and then we'd worship together. One Saturday evening as we were sharing communion, I realized how
thankful I was for a stable faith. My schedule was in good shape. My disciplines of personal Bible study
and prayer were healthy. My theology was consistent and able to respond to the toughest questions. Things
were going well in the church. I couldn’t imagine anything that could happen that would shake my faith.
And then the hard truth hit me: there was no room for God to surprise me. I was the too-proud owner of
“old faith.”
Sometimes it’s no surprise that our faith feels “old,” as so often happens during an interim season. After
a while, we get weary of the "in-between" time, and start to feel burned out, like parched, withering people,
and our inclination is to revert to old traditions and cling to comfortable memories of a bygone era. We wish
things could be like they were in “the good old days.” Our remedy for old faith is to revisit and renew
established traditions.
As I was sitting in that communion service, I began to wonder about Jesus’ remedy for old faith, and my
mind quickly turned to the story of Nicodemus. Here was an old saint of Judaism who knew his faith and
traditions inside and out. But the eyes of his “old faith” somehow noticed Jesus, and he sensed that maybe
this new rabbi was on to something important, like he had a new “take” on faith. Next to what Jesus was
saying and doing, there were no longer any surprises for Nicodemus.
So, under the cover of darkness, he came to Jesus with his unsatisfactory faith and stable understanding
of God. He told Jesus that he could see God’s hand in what he was doing, but Jesus sensed the old man's
struggle and challenged Nicodemus with something that blew him away: “You must be born again.” Then
Jesus talked about the Holy Spirit of God, like wind blowing in the night (John 3:3-8).
There are two things of importance here. First, when Jesus says, “You must be born again,” he was
using the plural form of “you.” Jesus was saying, “Nicodemus, you, and all who are like you, must be born
again.” This is a message not for the unconverted, but for religious people like us, we who think we have
God all figured out, who are fixed on "regular practices" as the substance of our faith. When we face Jesus,
we realize quite quickly that we are possessors of old, tired faith. The new birth that Jesus brings is for
those of us who come as fully functioning disciples, who are used to wonderful worship traditions and have
served faithfully on church Committees and Boards—we who maintain comfortable ideas of God. This
message is for you and me.
Second, the Greek word for “born again,” in my view, is better translated as “born from above.” Jesus
is referring to the work of the Holy Spirit Who blows within us and between us. Notice that Jesus does not
tell Nicodemus to refresh old expressions of his faith, revert to the finer points of the law, or return to the
Temple and renew his sacred vows and traditions. Jesus says, in essence, “If you are tolerating old faith,
Nicodemus, let the storm of the Spirit of God gust in and through you. He will make everything new!” That
is, when we allow the Holy Spirit to blow His way into us and through us, a kind of rebirth happens. It
doesn’t come from repeating routines or reasserting traditions, but through a Spirit-infused surge of life that
refreshes us and points us in new directions.
Yes, the Holy Spirit's bluster is often uncomfortable, but that’s the way of Jesus, who is already doing
that in us here at Royersford Baptist. He's starting to build a kind of holy impetus in us, a momentum in
which he's leading us to something fresh and stimulating. Some of us are expecting it; for others it will be
startling. But our prayers have been focused on it; our leaders are poised for it; our Search Committee is
starting to aim for it. And now it's time for all of us to get ready for it!
(Continued on Page 4)
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Christian Citizens in a Democracy Two months ago, Reid Trulson was part of an American
Baptist delegation visiting Myanmar (Burma). He led seminars for leaders of the Myanmar Baptist
Convention on what one can learn from Scripture and Baptist history about being a Christian citizen in a
developing democracy. The delegation traveled to the capital city Nay Pyi Taw and met with State
Counselor Aung San Suu Kyi as well as the Speakers of the upper and lower Houses of Parliament.
Starting January 6, Reid will lead the Adult Selectives class discussing how the Burma seminar applies to
Americans. Topics will include tolerance and faith (eg., religious liberty), patriotism and idolatry, (eg.,
flags in church), security and faith (eg., safety from gun violence). The series will include guest speakers.

RBC BOOK CLUB
JANUARY – America’s First Daughter by
Stephanie Dray
From her earliest days, Patsy Jefferson knows that
though her father loves his family dearly, his devotion
to his country runs deeper still. As Thomas Jefferson's
oldest daughter, she becomes his helpmate, protector,
and constant companion in the wake of her mother's
death, traveling with him when he becomes American
minister to France. It is in Paris, at the glittering court
and among the first tumultuous days of revolution, that
fifteen-year-old Patsy learns about her father's
troubling liaison with Sally Hemings, a slave girl her
own age. Meanwhile, Patsy has fallen in love--with her
father's protégé William Short, a staunch abolitionist
and ambitious diplomat. Torn between love, principles,
and the bonds of family, Patsy questions whether she
can choose a life as William's wife and still be a
devoted daughter.
FEBRUARY – The Mushroom Hunters: On the
Trail of an Underground America by Langdon Cook
Within the dark corners of America’s forests grow
culinary treasures. Chefs pay top dollar to show case
these elusive and beguiling ingredients on their
menus. The mushroom hunters, by contrast, are a
rough lot. They live in the wilderness and move with
the seasons. Motivated by Gold Rush desires, they haul
improbable quantities of fungi from the woods for
cash. Langdon Cook embeds himself in this shadowy
subculture, reporting from both rural fringes and bigcity eateries with the flair of a novelist, uncovering
along the way what might be the last gasp of frontierstyle capitalism. Rich with the science and lore of
edible fungi—from seductive chanterelles to exotic
porcini—The Mushroom Hunters is equal parts gonzo
travelogue and culinary history lesson, a rollicking,
character-driven tour through a world that is by turns
secretive, dangerous, and tragically American.

(Continued from Page 3)
So if you are tired or burned out, if there is
no oomph in your faith, even if things are
really, really stable in your faith right now,
maybe it’s time to start something new. Let the
Spirit blow you out. Open yourself to a new
level of awareness or inspiration. Change your
daily devotional routine (or start one). Attend a
Bible study or invite a few church members to
your home to begin one. Join a ministry that
you’ve never tried before or talk with one of
our leaders about how you can get activated.
Old faith gets rejuvenated when we let the Holy
Spirit do something new in us, again and again
and again! It's a great way to prepare ourselves
for what's yet to come.
In Nottingham, England, there is a small
Wesleyan Chapel that is the site of William
Booth’s conversion, the man who later started
the Salvation Army, and, through it, changed
the world. That beautiful little chapel has
become a kind of shrine for the Salvation
Army, not for its brick and mortar, but for what
happened inside.
One day, an elderly Salvation Army soldier
was standing in that chapel. His eyes were
lifted up beyond the tablet that tells of Booth’s
conversion. The current Major of that
congregation noticed the man and approached
him. The soldier turned and asked, “Sir, can a
man say his prayers here?” “Of course,” came
the reply. Then the old man went down on his
knees, lifted up his hands in front of the bronze
marker, and cried aloud, “O God, do it again!
Do it again!”
David M. Brown
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RBC Youth
A message from the Youth Director:
This past November, I had the privilege of attending the National Youth Workers Convention in St.
Louis. This was the first time I attended this convention as a full-time youth worker. I, long ago went to
this convention as a teenager who one day wanted to be a youth worker, but let me tell you, it was a brandnew experience going to this as someone who has spent every day for the past 5 plus years neck deep in
youth ministry waters.
About five thousand youth workers gather every year to come to this convention, to get connected
with other like-minded people, learn about ministries going on around the country, discover new resources,
talk, discuss and explore new aspects of ministry. They have large room programs, set up as a great example
for a youth program, with big name youth ministry speakers, worship teams, and goofy activities and games.
The convention also hosted fifty or more break out seminars, panels and discussions to dig deeper and talk
shop. And like any convention, ministries and organizations filled the big room with exhibits and displays
to share with all the youth workers about the great things they are doing and how to get connected, not to
mention give out free stuff.
Now that I have explained the basics of what this convention is and how it is set up, I can share with
you why it was a very important experience for me to have as our RBC Youth Director. During my time
there, I attended as many seminars and discussion panels as one individual with limited time could. I
attended a class dissecting the seven segments of effective youth ministry, that broke down a youth group
night into seven very intentional parts to really reach, connect and disciple our teenagers. I attended multiple
classes discussing how to bring the best out of our youth leaders and volunteers, to grow in training, and
give meaning and value through leading students. I also took a class exploring the world of social medias
and how to best use this tool to grow our ministry and reach teenagers in an attractive and engaging way. I
finally ended my campaign of seminars with a class on “Games.” It sounds silly, but this is such a huge part
of youth ministry and any resource, tool, idea to help our kids have fun while at youth group is so essential
to be able to create an atmosphere and a community that they want to be a part of.
Now through these classes, big room sessions and exhibits, I took a lot of notes of things that I want
to bring to our RBC Youth and implement over time. Between new ideas, new games, new resources, new
leadership goals, and volunteer training I have quite a bit I want to explore and reinvent for our program. It
can even be overwhelming as I try to piece together what I learned and gained, into how we function at
RBC, specifically with our youth program, but it also brings a new wave of excitement that I hope to bring
and spread to our group and leaders.
With this educational, spiritual and practical experience, there was one thing I was reminded of that I
know was not intentional, at least not by the creators of this convention, that I would be remised if I did not
share. During this weekend away, surrounded by five thousand other youth workers, and like-minded
people, I could not help but feel alone. It was challenging to spark up conversation and truly meet new
people. A lot of youth workers came as a group and others had friends they have acquired over the years,
and as someone who was a first timer, and came alone, I stood in a crowd feeling all by myself. Now I
continued to remind myself that I was there to learn and grow, and that it was only a weekend before I am
back home with friends and people I know, so just take in all you can Ryan, don’t focus on that… but the
feeling of being alone continued to linger in front of everything else I was doing. It made it difficult to listen
to the speakers, it made my time of worship hard to focus on God, it made the seminars feel like they had
less meaning. In all of that, I spent some time in reflection, and really thought how this feeling of being
alone, and not knowing someone is potentially how any youth can feel coming to a group where they have
no friends or are coming for the first time. If their relational needs are not being met, then it doesn’t matter
how great the lesson is, or how goofy the game may be, or even if they have time of worship and singing. If
a kid feels alone somewhere, that is all they are going to focus on, and will make it very difficult to seek
God, because they are spending their efforts, thoughts and emotions on just seeking a friend to sit next to.
(Continued on Page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)
I would also push this one step further, that this is
not something that only applies to our kids, but to us
as adults and members or non-members of our
congregation. When we come to church on Sunday
mornings, it is often our relationships with each
other that hold us steady and encourage our
relationship with God. It is a great reminder that
when a new face comes in, that they aren’t seeing a
bunch of old friends connecting, but that they can
feel instantly a part of the family that is our Church.
That we can find ways to intentionally connect them
with people, activity, purpose and just strait up
inclusion. It is the first thing that matters to
someone new or old. Our pastor can give the best
sermons, truly inspired by God, our worship team
could be professional musicians with the power to
set an atmosphere fit for a King, we could even have
the highest quality communion bread and grape
juice… but without relationships, none of that will
matter, or at least not matter as much as it could.
As I am reminded of this and seek to focus
our youth ministry to meet that need and be even
better at inclusion and friendships. I also encourage
us as an RBC community whom, many of us have
known each other for many years, to both revisit
what our relationships with each other mean to us,
but also, and more importantly take intentional
strides to offer inclusion and relationship with any
and all who walk in the door, as well as those who
walk around in the network of our day to day lives
beyond the walls of our church. That we may offer
authentic relationships with each other and walk
side by side as we seek God, not only as a
community but as individuals.

Do not worry about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let
your requests be made
known to God. Phil 4:5

Prayer List Re-starting!
At the beginning of each year we try to start
with a fresh prayer list in the Vine. If you have
somebody you would like to put on the ongoing
prayer list, please contact the church office-rbcabc@rbcabc.org or call 610-948-4170. We'd
also be very glad to hear from folks about
answered prayer as well. Thank You!

-Ryan Seckman

Internet Safety Preventing Human Trafficking
Come learn about red flags and how to keep yourself and loved ones safe on the internet!
Monday, January 14, 2019 @ 6:30 PM
Rolling Hills Apartments
2120 Buchert Rd,
Pottstown, PA 19464
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January
Linnie Smoyer
Guy Wescott
Grace Herstine
Sandi Rosenberry
Del Engstrom
Curt Parker
Bobby Fisher
Dan Stauffer
Ellie Henry
George Reitnour
Jacob Murray
Joy Dramby

1
2
3
3
9
10
12
17
18
19
20
23

February
Bob Brownback
Steve Smith

7
7

The anniversary/birthday lists of active
members/regular attenders have been
updated. If there are any additions/changes
that need to be made, please contact the
church office.
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Royersford Baptist Church
452 S. Lewis Road
Royersford, PA 19464
The Vine is published 6 times a year by
Royersford Baptist Church (RBC)
Office - 610-948-4170
Email - rbcabc@rbcabc.org
Website - www.rbcabc.org
Staff Rev. Dr. David M. Brown, Interim Pastor
Ryan Seckman, Youth Director
Lee Kratz, Administrative Assistant
Lara Cifelli, Worship Coordinator
Sharon Brownback, Choir Director
Alex Cifelli, Accompanist
Ralph Eichelberger, Interim Custodian
Kristin Christopher, Nursery School
Director
RBC is affiliated with American
Baptist Churches in the USA
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, please contact
Lee Kratz at 610-948-4170 or send an
e-mail to rbcabc@rbcabc.org

Office Schedule
Monday through Friday 8 am - 2 pm
Pastor Dave’s office hours
Monday through Thursday
9 am – 12 pm
If these times don’t work for you,
please call the office. We will help
you schedule an appointment for
a time convenient for you.
Ryan’s Hours
Monday Off
Tuesday 11 am – 3 pm
Wednesday 10 am – 3 pm
Thursday 12 pm – 4 pm
Friday 11 am – 2 pm

Sunday Schedule
9:30 am – Worship
10:10 am – RBC Kids
11:00 am – Adult Classes

RBC Lay Leadership

Church)

Moderator - Bob Brownback
Vice Moderator - Ken George
Education - Millie Collins
Adult Education Program, RBC Kids, RBC
Nursery School, VBS
Worship - Janelle Trulson
Choir, Communion, Drama, Hosts,
Planning, Technology, Worship Leaders
Spiritual Growth & Caring – Robin Sexto
Gifts Discovery, Small Groups, Social Event
Planning, Women’s Ministries
Mission & Outreach – Reid Trulson
ABC Missions, CROP, Evangelism, Hands-onWorship, Mission Trips, RBC Players
Administrative Support - Dave Messer
Buildings and Grounds, Kitchen Team,
Finance/Business, Office Volunteers, Staff
Relations, Website/Public Relations
Youth Ministry – Allison Fisher
Small Groups, Student Leadership, Summer
Mission, After School Program, Youth Group

If you have been touched by
the ministry of RBC, you can
be part of continuing our
ministry together through your
financial gifts. Our website has
online giving options that make
it possible for you to be a part
of supporting the work of
Royersford Baptist Church.
Your gifts and your prayers
make a vital difference in the
Kingdom of God.

For the latest in news
and information about
Royersford Baptist Church
go to

www.rbcabc.org
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