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From the Principal
Dear Woodside families!
Happy Spring! April will be a quick month and then we head into a very
busy May. Our State Assessment – the SBA (Smarter Balanced
Assessment) – is scheduled to begin the week of May 6 and will last
three weeks. The instructional program is designed to strengthen
student skills in the areas tested throughout the curriculum. Third and
Betty Cobbs
fourth grade students will be assessed in English Language Arts and
Principal
Mathematics. Fifth grade will be assessed in English Language Arts,
Mathematics, and Science. We choose not to test on Mondays and
Woodside Elementary School
Fridays during the test window. Instead, we save those days for normal
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instructional time and for test make-ups. If your child is absent during
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one of the test days, we pull them from the classroom on the next
appropriate make-up day to complete the missed assessment. Please
help us by making sure that your child has good attendance and comes
to school ready to demonstrate his/her learning. You can best help your child by making sure that
he/she goes to bed early and eats a healthy breakfast at home or at school. It is good practice for
parents to avoid early pick-ups and vacations during the regular school day. This is especially
important during the state SBA assessment period. Please schedule medical and other appointments
outside of regular school hours.
Specific test days for Woodside students are:
3rd Grade – May 8, 15, 22, and 23
4th Grade – May 7, 9, 14, and 16
5th Grade – May 7, 9, 14, 16 and 21
Over the past eight years, Woodside teachers have been engaged in the work of Professional
Learning Communities (PLC). PLC work focuses on intentional collaborations with grade level
colleagues and other staff members with the sole purpose of answering four vital questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What should our students know and be able to do?
How will we know if they have learned it?
What do we do when they haven’t learned it?
What do we do when they already know it?
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This PLC work is helping us become better teachers of our students – allowing us to know, through
direct evidence of student work and assessment data, how our instruction needs to change and adapt
to better meet the needs of our learners. We continue to learn about our students to implement the
most effective instructional strategies to meet the learning needs of each student. The staff has
worked hard (all year) to prepare students for the Smart Balance Assessment (SBA) and I am looking
forward to a very successful testing period. This is the time for students to show what they know,
understand and can demonstrate through this important assessment.
We just completed spring conferences, March 25-29. Thank you to the parents who attended.
The purpose of the parent/teacher conference is to clearly communicate the student's progress in
school, and in the case of a student who is having difficulty, to enlist the parents' cooperation in the
effort to remediate any problems. It is widely agreed among educators, that attending a parent
teacher conference is extremely important. Studies have shown that children do better in school when
parents are involved in their children’s academic lives. Attending a parent teacher conference is a
way to be involved and help your child succeed. This is a great opportunity to start or continue an
ongoing conversation with your child’s teacher.
I am looking forward to some great spring weather and a successful last three months of school.
Thank you for your continued support and partnership for creating the best learning environment for
students at Woodside Elementary School!

Sincerely,
Dr. Betty J. Cobbs
Dr. Betty J. Cobbs, Principal
bcobbs@everettsd.org
*The School Improvement Plan is located on the Woodside website.
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Calendar of Events

April

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

5

Spring
Break

Spring
Break

Spring
Break

Spring
Break

Spring Break

8

9

10

11

12

Square Dance Week

Square Dance Week
5th grade after school
soccer 2:55-3:55

Square Dance Week
Big Brother, Big Sisters
Mentoring Program

Square Dance Week
5th grade after school
soccer 2:55-3:55

Square Dance Week
FULL DAY, 8:30-2:50

15

16

17

18

19

PTA Meeting,
Library
6:30 Welcome Chat
7:00 Meeting

5th grade after school
soccer 2:55-3:55

Natural Leaders’ Math
Night
6:00-7:30
Cafeteria

5th grade after school
soccer 2:55-3:55

FULL DAY, 8:30-2:50

4th grade concert,
“Washington our Home”
7pm
Assembly 1:45 for
K,1,3,5

22
PTA Meeting
7:00pm-8:30pm, Library

23
5th grade after school
soccer 2:55-3:55

24

25

Big Brother, Big Sisters
Mentoring Program

4th grade Concert
“Washington Our Home”
1:45 Assembly
7:00 parent concert

26
FULL DAY, 8:30-2:50

5th grade after school
soccer 2:55-3:55

29

30

Conference Week Early
dismissal @ 12:25

5th grade after school
soccer 2:55-3:55
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A Message From Assistant Principal, Mr. Parker
Dear Woodside Parents and Guardians,
As we work to publish Woodside Elementary’s Systems of Support poster, I wanted
to take the time in explaining some commonly used acronyms we use at school that
is mentioned on the poster. We are aware these terms aren’t commonly used at
home and felt it is important to introduce each term and meaning for the system or
program for better understanding. Each month we will be providing a key program
being utilized within our school and a brief description for better understanding and
how it positively impacts our students.

Guided Language Acquisition Design (GLAD)
Project GLAD is an instructional model that incorporates many research-based and highly effective
instructional strategies. Using Project GLAD, teachers teach academic content and language. Project GLAD
strategies benefits all students through the use of high-level thinking, academic language, and cross-cultural
skills. Students taught in a GLAD classroom are prepared to be effective, literate citizens of a global society.
When visiting a classroom where GLAD strategies are used, you will notice high-level vocabulary and walls
"dripping with language." The GLAD model provides a language-rich constructive environment and employs a
variety of student interaction techniques that instill the love and fun of learning!
If you have any further questions regarding our Systems of Support, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
cparker@everettsd.org.

www.everettsd.org
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Shelf Talk March 2019

We are finally back to our regular library schedule! Keep looking for those missing library books. They
like to hide in very secretive places. If your child has a book that is overdue (checked out for MORE
than 14 days) they will be receiving an overdue notice. Please do not panic! This is not a notice to
pay for the book. It is a reminder that there is a library book hiding in mom’s house, dad’s house, the
car, on a bookshelf, in a backpack, etc. When the book is found, it should be returned to the library!
Here's a recap of what each grade level is working on during library time:
Kindergarten and first grade: We are still reading the Washington State nominated picture books. We
have about four left. Voting for the favorite book will happen at the end of
April.
Second grade and third grade: Copyright and plagiarism have been the topics
that have been discussed. Third grade worked on a research project using
print and online sources. Citing work has been a topic at both of these grade
levels.
Fourth and fifth grade: Genres! We have looked at the characteristics of genres. Historical fiction,
realistic fiction, fantasy, and science fiction were the four genres that were introduced. Knowing what
type of book you enjoy helps in choosing a book.
Keep reading and please let me know if you have any questions or concerns
aruotsala@everettsd.org

www.everettsd.org
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Woodside PE News
It’s Square Dancing Time at Woodside!
April 8-12 during PE, Music, and Computers

Immediately following Spring Break, April 8-12, all K-5 students will take part in a week-long square
dance unit. During PE, music, and computer specialist times all students will combine in the gym to
learn a variety of dances from a local square dance caller and dance specialist, Dave Harry.
Square Dancing is part of our Enrichment Program at Woodside that connects to Washington State
Common Core standards for Music and PE. Square dancing not only reinforces important music and
PE skills, but also teaches our students how to work together for a common goal, be flexible working
with different partners, and listen carefully so they can hear directions from the square dance caller.
We invite families to come join and watch all of our hard work during your child’s PE, music, or
computer specialist time any time during this week!

Go Toucans!

Mr. Suda
Woodside PE teacher
dsuda@everettsd.org
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Counselor’s Corner – Anne Jensen
Curriculum -- Grades K-2 are finishing up the Second Step social skills curriculum and starting the safety
unit. In this unit, we learn about the three ways to stay safe: Recognize—Is it safe? What’s the rule?;
Report—Tell an adult; Refuse—Say words that mean “no”. We also learn the eight “never never” rules to
keep us safe.
Grades 3-5 took a break from the social skills lessons to learn bullying prevention and we are now continuing
with our social skills lessons. These will likely take us to the end of the year.
Anxiety -- Over the years, I have noticed an increase of anxiety in elementary age children. The cause isn’t
always easy to determine, but we do know that there are strategies and coping skills that can be used to
alleviate the symptoms.
In our lessons, we learn how the brain is affected when we have strong emotions (including anxiety) and strategies to use to return our
brain and body to a calm state. Some examples that students have shared that they find helpful are to take a break from whatever is
causing the strong emotion, distract yourself with something else to think about, take some deep breaths and count or think positive
thoughts. This could mean that you close your eyes, count and breathe; take a short walk, read, color, draw, or watch a show; or ride a
bike, shoot hoops, play tag. Students have learned many different variations of deep breathing this year. Ask your child about their
favorite breathing technique. Is it square breathing, Spider Man or fireworks breathing?
Attendance – Woodside students have been very conscientious about their attendance since we started the “Excellent Attendance”
initiative in January. Unfortunately, with terrible weather and the flu bug going around, we have a lot of students who didn’t hit the 97%
mark in March. Many thanks to all the families who kept their students home when they were feverish and nauseous this past month.
Let’s hope that sunshine and a week of rest during spring break will help make everyone healthy again so we can get back to giving
over 400 Excellent Attendance certificates for the remainder of the year.
Fond Farewell (and Hello) to Mrs. Vaillant -- Mrs. Vaillant has been on loan to me as a counseling intern from her second grade class
in A-3. I will miss having her smiling face in my room every day and having two school counselors to help meet the needs of our
students. I’m sure that her second graders are glad to have her back full-time now instead of just for social skills lessons.
Woodside Counselor Statistics -- It is often suggested that school counselors share what they do with stakeholders. Since so much
of what we do is confidential, it isn’t possible to
share specific stories, but I can show in numbers
how school counselors have served Woodside so
far this year. This chart includes all hours for
activities that I input into the calendar.
My hope is that our students learn skills that help
them cope with whatever life gives them.

Anne Jensen
ajensen@everettsd.org
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Kindergarten registration happening now
Do you have a child who will be 5 years old by Aug. 31, 2019? Registration began March 4 at all 17 district elementary schools.
Which school will your kindergartner attend? To find out, click on Transportation under the Parents tab, or call the transportation
department at 425-385-4144. If you are in the Tambark Creek Elementary School area, register at any southend elementary school.

Easy access with district app
Download and log into the district app to quickly and easily access your student's info. Pay lunch balances, see
books checked out from the library, and find the staff directory, school websites, calendars and more.
The free mobile app is available in the online iTunes® and Google Play® app stores.
Once you’ve downloaded the app, log in to “student info” with your LMS password to see student-specific
information for each of your children. Choose to read content in one of many languages in the settings.

Thank you, volunteers!
April 22-26 is Public Schools Volunteer Appreciation Week. We are grateful for the many volunteers who support students and staff,
many of them each and every school day. With activities ranging from reading with students, to playground supervision support, Watch
D.O.G.S., and chaperoning field trips, your help matters. Our volunteers contribute to making school the best part of a student’s day.
Thank you!

ECEAP preschool accepting applications for 2019-20
Everett Public Schools Early Childhood Education & Assistance Program
(ECEAP) is a FREE preschool program for three- and four-year-old
children from families with limited income.
ECEAP prepares children for kindergarten and provides family support
and health and nutrition services. It is funded by the Washington State
Department of Early Learning.
The five ECEAP sites within our school district are Garfield, Hawthorne,
Lowell, Madison and Silver Lake elementary schools.
Space is limited – apply early! For an application or more information,
please call 425-385-4628 or visit the district ECEAP website.
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Innovation Expo June 5
Students and families will enjoy seeing and interacting at booths from schools
from across the district at this year’s Innovation Expo June 5, 5-8 p.m., at
Angel of the Winds (formerly Xfinity) Arena. Each school's booth is different
and showcases something the students at that school are learning.
The STEM competition is a favorite part of the event for many students and
families. See the best student projects from around the district and hear what
the students learned by completing them. Learn more and download forms at
www.everettsd.org/expo.

Superintendent search update
The school board hired Ray and Associates as the search firm to guide the work of finding the right candidates for Everett’s new
superintendent. We were able to supply Ray and Associates with some very helpful information from the Thoughtexchange process
many of you participated in. Thank you for taking the time to do that.
In March, Ray and Associates asked students, parents, staff and other key stakeholders to prioritize the top 10 characteristics they
should look for in a candidate. Ray and Associates are now developing and sharing the superintendent profile you helped create. The
board will select the next superintendent by the end of May. Follow the search process online at www.everettsd.org/supersearch.

Calendar update
June 21 is now the last day of school and a full day. Several Learning Improvement
Fridays are also now full days. Be sure to download the updated calendars from the
district website to make sure you have the revised dates.
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