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FROM THE PASTOR’ S DESK….WINTER 2022
At this time of year, from storefronts to home decorations, the world feels painted in pastels:
bright colors, hearts and shamrocks. This is the season when Love is in the air.
In actuality, it is a great theme for the darkness of winter. Love is associated with warmth;
with caring; with joy. It stands in direct contrast to the cold and drab colors of winter.
In the Scriptures, love is described in many ways. There is love described in the original Greek
as “philo” love. This is brotherly/sisterly love—a love that is caring toward the common
journey we share in this world. There is also “eros” love. This is love based in attraction and
desire; a love blessed by God for the joy of companionship and the creation of life. Finally,
there is “agape” love. This love is unconditional love—love shared between God and God’s
people; love shared in Christian community—a love where everyone has a place and is
welcome.
Prior to COVID, St. Stephen’s UCC was engaged in specifically challenging ourselves to grow in
hospitality in ways that would mirror the agape love modeled by Christ. Now as we look with
optimism toward a transition from pandemic life, the blessing of hospitality becomes even
more important than it had been then. Churches across the board are feeling change in the
air as attendance has declined, participation has waned and the ways of being church have
shifted.
Now, the church of the present and future is becoming more of a “missional” church. A
missional church sees itself as an entity seeking to reach out and connect with others through
the love of the Gospel and the grace of God. It breaks down walls and opens doors. In many
ways it sets aside the boundaries and even burdens of traditions and structures and redefines
itself as a fluid entity filling the spaces of need and community in the neighborhood around it.
To do this, the church becomes a celebratory space of agape love.
As winter turns to spring and the world turns to color; so is the passage of time and the tide of
change in the church. This time is the mark of new beginnings; new connections; and
permeable church walls. This latter function happens by inviting others in; by piercing the
invisible wall taking the church into the homes of others through technology; by growing a
social media and internet presence.

What is Christ calling us to do in the community around us?
Winter in Christ’s church isn’t a drab cold place. It is a pastel colored vibrant community with
people from all walks of life gathering together in person and online to worship and give God
praise; to grow in our understandings of faith; and to reach out to affect the lives of others.
May God guide us as we discern, dream and grow in God’s providence.
Peace,
Pastor Jeff

WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
February 13: LOVE
10:00 AM WORSHIP: I Corinthians 13—What is Love?
February 20:

DISCERNMENT

10:00 AM WORSHIP: Philippians 1: 9-10—Guided in Spirit
February 27: PRAYER
10:00 AM WORSHIP: James 5: 16-18—Standing in the Need of Prayer

LENTEN SUNDAY ADULT DISCUSSION
Beginning on Sunday, March 6, 2021, you are invited to join us for an
Adult Discussion group during the 9 am Sunday School period. (9 am
to 9:45 am)
We will be sharing in a discussion of the book, "Give up Something
Bad for Lent," a study of self growth, faith and relationship.
If you are interested in being part of this group, the group is planning
to meet in person in Ehrhart Hall. Please RSVP to the office if you plan
to attend, though feel free to just come if you don't get a chance to
RSVP. You can secure a book for the study on Amazon.com:
https://www.amazon.com/Give-Up-Something-BadLent/dp/1426753691/ref=sr_1_2?crid=WOURLOZSX67D&keywords=give+up+something+bad+
for+lent&qid=1643769640&sprefix=give+up+something+%2Caps%2C467&sr=8-2

Give Up Something Bad for Lent: A Lenten Study for Adults: Moore, James
W.: 9781426753695: Amazon.com: Books
Give Up Something Bad for Lent: A Lenten Study for Adults [Moore, James W.] on Amazon.com. *FREE*
shipping on qualifying offers. Give Up Something Bad for Lent: A Lenten Study for Adults
www.amazon.com

We can also order a book for you from the church office. Please ask for a book when you
RSVP.
This is a seven session discussion group and will have rotating leadership. A preview of the
book and its chapters is available on Amazon. Please prepare the first chapter for March 6th.
Come to participate, come to listen, come to grow.
All are welcome!

Join us during the season of Lent for a worship experience
celebrating a God of love and grace who fills us and nurtures
us with blessings that overflow into our everyday life and
experience!

March 2nd: Ash Wednesday—With All That You Are
12 pm to 1 pm Drive Through Imposition of Ashes: Arch St. Portico
Evening Ash Wednesday Worship - 7:00 pm St. Peter's Tohickon, UCC
A Service of worship and communion with the imposition of ashes with our sister
churches of St. Peter's, Tohickon UCC, Tinicum UCC, and St. Luke's UCC, Ottsville.
The Service will be live in person and will have an opportunity for joining via
ZOOM. (Information to follow at a later date).
March 6: The First Sunday in Lent—Even in the Desert

Luke 4: 1-13

March 13: The Second Sunday in Lent—Under God’s Wing

Luke 13: 31-35; Psalm 27

March 20: The Third Sunday in Lent—You Are Worthy

Luke 13: 1-9

March 27: The Fourth Sunday in Lent—Prodigal Grace

Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

April 3: The Fifth Sunday in Lent—Brazen Acts of Beauty

John 12: 1-8; Isaiah 43: 16-21

April 10: Palm Sunday-- Even the Stones Cry Out

Luke 19: 28-40

April 14: Maundy Thursday—Font, Table, World

John 13: 1-17, 31-35

April 17: Easter Sunday—An Expansive Life

Luke 24: 1-12

6 am Sunrise Worship at the Marina, Lake Nockamixon, with communion. With our
sister churches from St. Luke's UCC, Ottsville; St. Peter's Tohickon, UCC; and Tinicum
UCC. Masks will be required. All are welcome
10 am Easter Worship with Communion

Easter Flowers
Cost: $9.50 each ~ Please order by Sunday, April 3
Once again the sanctuary will be decorated with the natural beauty of God’s flowers for Easter Sunday
worship. All flowers will be white, except for the daffodils.
Please complete the order form below. Checks should be made payable to St. Stephen’s UCC.
Order forms, along with the payment of $9.50 per flower, can be placed in the offering plate in an envelope
marked “Easter Flowers” or mailed to: Sharon Argue, 2265 Milford Square Pike, Quakertown, PA 18951.
If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Argue at 215-538-2856.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Easter Flowers Order Form
Purchaser: ______________________________________________Phone: ___________________
In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________________
In Honor / Love for: ________________________________________________________________
_______ Daffodils (5-6 blooms)

_______ Tulips (5-6 blooms)

_______ Lilies (3 blooms)

_______ Pot Mums

_______ Total No. of Flowers @ $9.50 each = $ __________
I will (check one) pick up _____ or donate _____ the flowers after 10:00 am service on Easter morning.

FAITH FORMATION
*ZOOM Adult Bible Study: Every 2nd Thursdays at 10 am
Growing Older and Wiser
Study book is available on Amazon or you can contact the pastor to have one ordered for you.
We meet via ZOOM at the moment. If you are interested, please contact the Pastor.

Adult Sunday School Class: Immediately after worship at 11:00 am starting 3/6.
Study Group: Hymns of our Faith
In discussions with Pastor Jeff, we decided studying the hymns
of our faith could be an opportunity to learn more about an essential
part of our worship, a stimulating source of spiritual growth, and a
topic of interest. My plan is to choose various well-known hymns and
closely examine their texts and the biblical sources the poets drew on
for these hymn texts. The discussion group will begin on the first
Sunday of Lent, March 6, immediately after worship at 11:00 am.
I imagine the discussion would include what particular hymns mean to us – our
memories of them, their significance in our lives, and how we have experienced them. We will
touch on the historical background of the poetry and music. We can explore various possible
interpretations of what the text means and what it could mean in our lives. Our textbooks will
be our hymnals and our Bibles. Besides our lively discussions, our class will be aided with video
and audio clips related to each hymn studied.
The first hymn I’ve selected to get us started is: Great Is Thy Faithfulness. The hymn
refers to two Bible verses, Lamentations 3:22-23 – “The steadfast love of the LORD never
ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness.”

DO YOU LIKE TO SEW??? We could use your help! We are in need of
new Biblical costumes. We have patterns, and some fabric to get started.
We will also accept donations of 1 ½ - 4 yard lengths of fabric. We will
have one agreed upon day in February, when we will gather in Ehrhart
Hall to cut patterns. Then each seamstress/seamster can take several
costumes home to sew at their leisure. We hope to have all costumes completed by Sunday,
March 6th. Please contact Wendy Bosco at whbosco@yahoo.com, or the church office if you
are interested in helping.

IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL is slowly making a comeback. Sunday
School for children ages 3-12 will meet on Sunday mornings from
9:00-9:45 am in Obold Chapel. We will also continue to provide the
virtual option of our own Sunday School series, “Sarah’s Tent”,
through the end of February. In Sarah’s Tent, children are introduced
to Bible characters from the Old Testament. Starting March 6th, children will participate in
preparing a video presentation of the stories of Jesus that lead to Easter. Youth and Adult
helpers are vital to the success of Sunday School. Please consider joining us on the journey.

It's not too early to start thinking about VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! If you
would like to be part of the VBS planning team, please contact Wendy
Bosco at whbosco@yahoo.com, or the church office.

OUTREACH MINISTRIES:
Literacy Initiative: St. Stephen’s UCC is
exploring a new initiative with Guth
Elementary School to bring volunteers in to
read with Children and help light an
interest and passion in reading. If you are
willing to volunteer, a sign up list is at the
back of the sanctuary or you can speak
with the office or Bob Ockenfuss. A
starting date is to be determined.
Background Checks and Fingerprinting will be
required. This is an opportunity to directly impact the lives of those living
near the church. Prayerfully consider your participation!

WARM THE FEET TO WARM THE HEART: Help us warm
the hearts of those in need this winter season. Throughout the month of
January and until February 14, you are invited to bring pairs of new warm
socks for men, women, and children to donate toward our Philly Mission
2021 Outreach with Ordinarie Heroes. We will be collecting warm socks
to place in the container outside the office door. Please consider donating
to help warm the hearts of the homeless and the less fortunate. Thank you for your
support! Any questions, contact Lucy White.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING:

Between now and Super Bowl
Sunday in February, St. Stephen's UCC will be collecting non perishable
cans of soup for Pennridge FISH. Please bring your soup to church and
place it in the container outside the office door. Thank you for your
support!

FROM THE CONSISTORY:
Annual Congregational Meeting: Sunday, February 27, 2022
Mark your calendar and plan to join us as we share together in
the work of the church. We will meet in the Sanctuary. There
will be no covered dish dinner this year.

SEEKING GREETERS & USHERS FOR WORSHIP:
The Worship Ministries Team is helping us reacclimate
to the Sanctuary for in person worship. At this time, we
are looking for volunteers to serve as Greeters and
Ushers for Worship Services. If you might be interested
in volunteering for either of these, please contact our
Office Administrator, Patricia Kimbel at 215-257-6460 or
office@thessperkasie.org, or Mike White, Chair of Worship and Music at 215257-8586, 215-317-5378, or mrwhite@comcast.net
Thank you for your support!

