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Foxfire News

Celebrating 50 years of
The Foxfire Magazine Class
Wow! Where has the time gone? There have been so many fascinating stories that have been
preserved these past fifty years. From sitting on the porch with Aunt Arie on a cool spring
day to making soap with the Stevens in their outdoor classroom, Foxfire has captured some
of the most rare and life-changing stories.
None of this would have been possible without the RGNS Class of 1966 and a novice high school teacher
who was given a Southern high school English class, insistent on not doing what they were told to do. After
going through numerous ideas and ways to teach the curriculum to them, the teacher finally decided just to
ask the students, as a whole, exactly what
struck their interests and how they liked to
learn. The students discussed this amongst
themselves, and the majority decided that they
wanted to produce a magazine that contained
their own personal writings – writings about
their families, friends, and neighbors. They decided the main focus or theme for the project
would be something they knew most about –
where they lived, better known as the Southern
Appalachian culture. As students collected and
gathered these stories from close kin, the community became vested in this unique mission.
The next thing students had to decide on was
the name for their magazine. After many debates, the students agreed on “Foxfire,” a name
of a bluish, shimmering glow made by a fungi,
found only on the darkest nights in the nearby
mountains. After months of continuous writing,
the students’ magazine became tangible. The
students were then excited about their endeavor, thus making them want to be more actively
involved in school.
As a result, students pushed themselves for
the rest of the year to polish and perfect their
grammar and writing skills, which then made
learning fun and enjoyable for all. They owned
a part of their education and it became applicable to them in real life. The community support
was overwhelming. Local folk provided stories,
traditions, and even paid to cover the cost of
printing.
(continued on page 4)
Cover of the first Foxfire magazine

A Year of Awards and Recognition
Last fall, the Foxfire organization received the Governor's Award
for the Arts and Humanities. Dr. Clifford Kuhn, an ardent supporter of the program, wrote a heart-ttouching letter about Foxfire and
submitted it resulting in the award. National and local board members, staff, and a student were present to receive the beautiful handcrafted glass sculpture on behalf of Foxfire.
In March 2016, both the Georgia House of Representatives and the
Georgia State Senate passed a resolution: NOW, THEREFORE BE
IT RESOLVED that the members of this body commend the Foxfire program for its 50 years of outstanding accomplishments in
educating its students, serving the community, and preserving and
recording the Appalachia heritage, culture, and language.
On Monday, March 21 2016, The Foxfire Magazine class was
presented the “Special Recognition Award” for fifty years of
service to the community by “Preserving the Vanishing Southern
Appalachian Culture.” The Foxfire Magazine students and facilitators, both past and present, greatly appreciate this recognition by
the Chamber of Commerce. Along with the fifty years of magazine publication, the Foxfire program also celebrates thirty years
of the Foxfire Teacher’s Program. The sheer longevity of these
programs provides a fitting testament both to the continued hard
work of the Foxfire organizational staff that visitors see at the
Foxfire Museum and Heritage Center in Mountain City, Georgia,
and to the support of The Foxfire Fund itself. In some ways,
though, the greatest tribute to the program may be the impact that
it has had on the community. On the night that the magazine
received the award from the Chamber of commerce, people were
asked to stand up if the Foxfire program had influenced or inspired them as former students, as magazine subscribers, as former facilitators, or as contacts. More than half of the people in the room stood, indicating that they had
been part of the program in some positive way. There are many events going on this year to celebrate
Foxfire’s fiftieth anniversary and the thirtieth anniversary of the Teacher’s Program. We invite everyone to help us celebrate all of Foxfire’s accomplishments on this anniversary year .
The Foxfire Fund, Inc. Board of Directors
Hunter Moorman, Chair ● John Erbele, ViceChair ● Burgess (Buz) Stone, Secretary ● John Boland,Treasurer
● James K. Hasson, Jr., Chair Emeritus ● Dr. Janet Rechtman, Chair Emeritus ● Nicole Queen, Community
Board President ● Ruta Abolins ● Kaye Collins ● Doug Boyd ● Carl Glickman ● Leslie Graitcer ● Wilma
HutchesonWilliams ● Jack Parish ● Leckie Stack ● George Thompson ● Dr. Laura West
Partners in Education Dr. Hilton Smith/Professor at Piedmont College ● Dr. Kathy Thompson/Director, GA’s
Improving Teacher Quality Program at UGA Foxfire Community Board Nicole Queen, President ● Bruce
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● Kaye Collins ● Jim Enloe ● Joy Phillips ● Samantha Ramey
The Foxfire Fund, Inc. is a 501c3 nonprofit organization. P.O.Box 541, Mountain City, GA, 30562 706-746-5828 foxfire.org

Announcing the publication of
The Foxfire Book of Simple Living:
Celebrating 50 Years of Listenin', Laughin', and Learnin'.
The Foxfire Book of Simple Living is both a look back at
bygone days and a look forward and celebration of all that
remains. The book explores five decades of collected wisdom, as well as introducing the artists and craftsman who
are working to preserve the Appalachian tradition for future
generations. The book explores how times have changed in
the past fifty years in Appalachia and how, what was once
done for necessity, is now done for pleasure. From how life
is lived to arts and crafts, this book looks at the past and
present, at changes and at sameness, and at what Foxfire has
learned, as well as more affairs of plain living. We hear
from doll and soap makers who continue to use and adapt
the time-tested methods outlined in The Foxfire Book, not to
mention hunters, blacksmiths, musicians, and carpenters
whose respect for those who preceded them enhances their
own art. We see how the mountain community has responded to the films, books, and plays that have tried (and sometimes failed) to represent them. And, above all, by listening
to the voices of those who came before, we celebrate the
people who have preserved the stories, crafts, and customs
that define life in the Appalachian mountain region. The
book is available at the Foxfire Museum Gift shop as well
as at major book retailers.

Foxfire Scholarships reach milestone
Along with celebrating Foxfire’s fiftieth anniversary, we also celebrate 40 years of providing scholarships to deserving Foxfire students. The Julia B. Fleet Foxfire Scholarship Program has given out over
one million dollars and aided over 300 students in continuing their education beyond high school. This
is just another way that Foxfire continues to touch the lives of hundreds of people.

Foxfire Exhibit at The University of Georgia’s Russell Library
Foxfire: 50 Years of Cultural Journalism Documenting Folklife in the North Georgia Mountains
The public is invited to the Foxfire Exhibit at The University of Georgia’s Russell Library, which
opens on September 29 from 6-8 p.m. The exhibit will run through December 23, 2016. Family Day is
November 5th from 2-4 p.m. and will feature activities for children and artisans from the local community demonstrating their work.
Artifacts and information from Foxfire’s collections including•textiles, folklore, superstitions, music, homemade toys, home remedies, butter churning,
tools/tool making, and the art of moonshining will be on display. This is a
must see for any Foxfire enthusiast!
This exhibit is made possible by the generous support of UGA and the Georgia Humanities council.

Celebrating 50 years of
The Foxfire Magazine Class
(continued from page 1)

Fifty years later, Foxfire is thriving and the students of Rabun County High School are still producing
the printed magazine. The class has changed and evolved into what it is today– a more modern and
technology based class. However, the class still keeps the
original outlook and goal – to preserve the Southern Appalachian culture. The class just produced the
Spring/Summer edition of Foxfire’s 50th Anniversary
magazine, and the second Anniversary edition will follow in the Fall/Winter of 2016. In the first edition, readers will find many stories about how parts of the
community have changed since the creation of the program, as well as other unique stories as told by the locals.
In the second edition, readers can expect articles from
former students, county employees, and the local government. Issues of The Foxfire Magazine can be purchased
at the Foxfire Museum Gift Shop or online at
www.foxfire.org. Magazine subscriptions are also
available and make wonderful gifts.
Over 2,000 interviews have been conducted spanning the past 50 years, and over 9 million books have
been sold. No one could have imagined five decades ago the impact Foxfire would have on the students
or world for that matter. What an amazing journey it has been! We think Aunt Arie would be proud.

Aunt Arie

Students interviewing Harry Brown,Sr.

A new publication Foxfire Today
Continuing the Foxfire legacy, the Rabun County
Elementary School SWIS students began a new
digital magazine earlier this year. Foxfire Today
was started in the 5th and 6th grade classrooms of
Joy Phillips and M’ryanne Peacock. These students are gaining the same experiences of the
high school students, while producing a digital
print publication about Appalachia as it is found
today in the local and surrounding communities.
As students become more aware of their community, it is expected that they will become more
actively involved as teenagers and adults, contributing first-hand to the preservation of our society
and culture.
This exciting new publication can be retrieved
online through a digital download at
http://joom.ag/wP1Q

The topics for the articles featured herein have
been chosen by the 6th grade students, addressing
a variety of interests. They have made their best
efforts to capture the true essence of the characters, preserve the dialect, and record the wisdom
of their elders. Since the foundation of the original magazine, time and circumstances have
forced the people of Appalachia to evolve. The accomplishments made deserve to be remembered, as
they are worthy of recognition. This new version of the Foxfire Magazine is dedicated to educating a
younger generation of new, modern-day Appalachian culture - our Appalachian culture. The past
teaches us, but the present defines us. We are all a part of Appalachia and we are proud. We are Foxfire
Today and we hope that you enjoy our very first issue. ~Joy Phillips and M'ryanne Peacock, Instuctors

Watch for our 2nd edition, scheduled for release by Thanksgiving, 2016.

Join Us and Become a Golden Charter Member of Foxfire!
We are very excited to announce our new membership program!
Join us as a Golden Charter Member during our 50th anniversary year and help Foxfire
continue its work for students, teachers and the community, while preserving the Appalachia
heritage, culture, and language. As a Golden Charter Member you’ll not only help Foxfire ignite
imaginations for another 50 years, you’ll also enjoy a free subscription to The Foxfire Magazine
which will keep
MEMBER BENEFITS

Free subscription to The Foxfire Magazine (2 issues annually) - $12.95 value, join now
and receive both anniversary issues
Free admission to the Foxfire Museum and Heritage Center - $28 value (based on a family
of four)
10% discount on Foxfire Museum Gift Shop products at the Museum and Online
Free admission to 700 museums across North America (Friends and Family level and
higher)
Personal satisfaction in supporting Foxfire and its programs
FRIENDS OF FOXFIRE
Student $40
● Benefits for one student with ID and proof of fulltime status (25 years old and younger)

Friend $50
● Benefits for one adult
● 1 free admission ticket for all Foxfire festivals and events at the Museum

Dual Friend $75
● Benefits for two adults and all children or grandchildren (age 17 and younger)
● two free admission tickets for all Foxfire festivals and events at the Museum

Friends & Family $150
All benefits of the Dual Friend level, plus:
● 2 singleuse guest passes to share with friends and family
● Free admission to 700 museums across North America (Visit the NARM website:
http://narmassociation.org to see all of the participating museums)

FOXFIRE CIRCLE
Supporter $250
All benefits of the Friends & Family level, plus:
● Recognition in Foxfire Magazine
● Annual Foxfire Circle Museum and Heritage Center tour
● Additional 10% discount on Museum Gift Shop and online purchases (20% total discount)
● Two additional, single-use-guest passes to the Museum to share with friends and family (4 total).

Sustainer $500
All benefits of the Supporter level, plus:
● Recognition at the Museum
● Free gift magazine subscription for a friend
● Two additional singleuseguest passes to the Museum to share with friends and family (6 total)
● Two additional, free admission passes for all Foxfire festival and events at the Museum and (4 total)

Patron $750
All benefits of the Sustainer level, plus:
● Invitation for two to one Foxfire Council event
● Two additional, singleuseguest passes to share with friends and family (8 total)

FOXFIRE COUNCIL
Fellow $1000
All benefits of the Patron level, plus:
● Invitation for two to the annual Foxfire Council Reception at the Foxfire Heritage Celebration event
● Two additional, singleuseguest passes to the Museum to share with friends and family (8 total)
● Two additional, free admission passes for all Foxfire festivals and events at the Museum and (6 total)

Guardian $2500
All benefits of the Fellow level, plus:
● Private guided tour with the Museum Curator for you and ten guests
● Invitation to an annual Foxfire Director’s Dinner.

Benefactor $5000
All benefits of the Guardian level, plus:
● Invitation for two to one Foxfire Council event
● Permanent recognition in the Museum

Please detach here and return the completed form to Foxfire, P.O. BOX 541, Mountain City, GA 30562

YES, I want to join and support Foxfire!
Please enroll me at the following level:
FOXFIRE FRIENDS: Student $40
FOXFIRE CIRCLE:

Friend $50

Supporter $250

FOXFIRE COUNCIL: Fellow $1000

Dual Friend $75

Friends & Family $150

Sustainer $500

Patron $750

Legacy $2500

Benefactor $5000

I wish to waive my benefits in exchange for a full tax deduction
Payment Method: Check Visa MC Discover AE
Name ______________________________________ Card Number ________________________________
Mailing Address:______________________________ Expir. Date _________________CV2 Code________
City, State, Zip________________________________ Billing Address :_______________________________
Email Address ________________________________ City, State, Zip _______________________________
Phone Number________________________________ Signature ____________________________________
Membership benefits as of August 2016, benefits and prices subject to change

Foxfire
P.O. Box 541
Mountain City, GA 30562
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Saturday Oct. 1 2016
at the Rabun County Civic Center in Clayton, Georgia

Music, Food, Contests, Crafts, Raffle,
Auction•and Just Good Plain Old Fun!
The Foxfire Mountaineer Festival is a celebration of the rich heritage of the Southern Appalachian Mountains, featuring traditional bluegrass music from numerous performers, demonstrations of time-honored handicrafts and trades, food, and all kinds of games and challenges for all
age groups. Crafters will be showing finished goods and/or demonstrating their mastery of woodworking, blacksmithing, folk pottery, crafts and many other talents. The outdoor field events give
more adventurous visitors a chance to see how they would fare with physical and mental challenges from the past, such as brute-strength and endurance contests like wood-chopping and logsawing, skill and speed trials like the Shiner's Dash and greased pig chases, and simple schoolyard fun like three-legged/sack races. During our 50th Anniversary year, we have added more
events and more opportunities at the festival for visitors to participate including movies, a clogging contest, and more! Admission is $5.00, children under 3 are free. Please join us for our annual celebration on Saturday, October 1, at the Rabun County Civic Center in Clayton, GA, from
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. visit www.foxfiremountaineer.org for more information

