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Dear  fr iends,

                                 M any thanks to al l  of you to have given m e the 

oppor tun i ty to be connected!!!

                                   I t?s been a wonder fu l  f ive years of a pursui t  of 

dissem inat ing in form ation to change perspect ives by creat ing 

awareness about inclusive technology and designs that 

prom ote equal  and independent par t icipat ion by persons with 

disabi l i t ies.

                            ?Sometimes it's the journey that teaches you a 

lot about your  destination?.-Drake

H oping to continue the mission with a ll your  suppor t.

Regards

Bhavna Botta

http:/ /www.connectspecial .in /

 Ed i tor  's Desk

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/drake-quotes
http://www.connectspecial.in/about-us.html


 

                                                    Sm ar t crutches(w w w .m ytor ch i t .com  )is a design 

im provem ent of the tr adi t ional  crutch crafted to im prove the 

m obi l i ty of a person using crutches.  I t  is the wor ld?s f i r st  

sel f-standing crutch. By using a special ly crafted m etal  f lexures based 

t ip design, the Sm ar t Crutch substant ial ly im proves the stabi l i ty and 

m obi l i ty of a pat ient whi le keeping the cost low. I t  also incorporates 

sm ar t techniques to keep energy usage low. The ul t im ate resul t  for  a 

user  is that the energy used is m in im al  and there are no im pact 

for ces car r ied to the body thus m it igat ing side effects. The design 

addi t ional ly increases gr ip on rough ter rains such as sand, pebbles 

and wet sur faces.

In  a nutshel l , the product im proves the qual i ty of l i fe of the people by 

enhancing stabi l i ty, providing feature by sl ip r esistance, al l -ter rain , 

sel f-standing and shock  absorpt ion (10-15%), less effor t  for  walk ing 

(r educt ion by 20%). The product wi l l  im prove the product ivi ty of the 

person using i t . H e /She wi l l  be able to com m ute anywhere without 

any fear  of fal l ing, which un leash his / her  sk i l ls to per form  new tasks.

Innovative Ideas

Pict ure shows four  m ale persons using sm ar t  crut ches-one crossing t he road,t he second person walk ing ,t h ird person 
-a leg  am put ee  using it  and t he four t h person w it h t he crut ch  jum ping  over  a hurdle  

https://www.mytorchit.com/


 

 In cl usi ve Ideas

M cDon al d?s In d i a un vei l s EATQUAL 

                             The In ternat ional  Day of Persons with Disabi l i t ies, saw a f i r st  of i ts 

k ind launch of EatQual  ? a special  pack  for  custom ers with l im ited hand 

m obi l i ty byM cDonald?s India W est and South. W ith th is, the brand has becom e 

the f i r st  food player  in  India to have under taken such an in i t iat ive.

                               This thoughtfu l  in i t iat ive looks in to the chal lenges of the standard 

packaging which requires custom ers to use both their  hands to tr u ly en joy the 

del icious M cDonald?s burgers. EatQual  addresses th is chal lenge and ensures 

that people with l im ited upper -l im b m ovem ent can now enjoy their  favour i te 

M cDonald?s burger  just l ike everyone.

                                    M cDonald?s India launched the packaging by host ing 

individuals with l im ited upper  hand m obi l i ty in  their  r estaurants across 

M um bai, Pune and Chennai who enjoyed their  favour i te burgers in  the new 

EatQual  packaging.

         The event in  Chennai was suppor ted by The Good Quest Foundation, a 

Non-Profi t  Organisat ion founded with an object ive to work  for  a tangible im pact 

in  the l ives of the less pr ivi leged, down tr odden and m arginal ized in  the 

Com m unity.

Pi ctu r e show s a per son  w i th  upeer  ar m  r est r i ct i on s hav i n g a bu r ger  i n  Eatqual  pack  -i n ser t  show s a 
cl ose up of  EatQual  pack  desi gn ed   to hol d  a bu r ger  i n  a ver t i cl e posi t i on   .



 

Inclusive pol icies

                                            

                                          Accessible polling booths

Look  out for   these inclusive  faci l i t ies at the Pol l ing centers dur ing 

the upcom ing elect ions -

                                            

                                          wheel chair facility

                                            

                                          Trained volunteers

                                            

                                          Priority queue

                                            

                                          Rest rooms and water facility

                                            

                                          Help Desk

                                            

                                          Braille EVM & candidate sheet

                                            

                                          Sign Language

                                            

                                         Companion can vote soon after person with disability

                                            

                                                If companion help is sought in voting ,companion to  

                    sign  form 14A                                  
                                            

                                                Postal Ballot



 

 In cl usi ve Tech 

Li ve Tr an scr i be has a n ew  n am e ?  Li ve Tr an scr i be & Soun d  Not i f i cat i on s. 

I t 's an app that m akes everyday conversat ions and sur rounding sounds m ore accessible am ong people who are deaf and 

hard of hear ing, using just your  Android phone.Using Google?s state-of-the-ar t  autom atic speech recognit ion and sound 

detect ion technology, Live Transcr ibe & Sound Noti f icat ions provides you with fr ee, r eal-t im e tr anscr ipt ions of your  

conversat ions and sends not i f icat ions based on your  sur rounding sounds at hom e. The not i f icat ions m ake you aware of 

im por tant si tuat ions at hom e, such as a f i r e alarm  or  doorbel l  r inging, so that you can respond quick ly.

On m ost phones, you can dir ect ly access Live Transcr ibe & Sound Noti f icat ions with these steps:

1. Open your  device's sett ings app.

2. Tap 'Accessibi l i ty', then tap 'Live Transcr ibe' or  'Sound Noti f icat ions', depending on which app you?d l ike to star t .

3. Tap 'Use service', then accept the perm issions.

4. Use theAccessibi l i ty button or  gestureto star t  Live Transcr ibe or  Sound Noti f icat ions.

[New ] Soun d  Not i f i cat i on s:

- Get not i f ied of potent ial  r isky si tuat ions and personal  si tuat ions based on sounds happening at hom e (for  exam ple, sm oke 

alarm , sir en or  baby sounds).

- Get not i f icat ions with a f lashing l ight or  vibrat ion to your  m obi le device or  wearable.

- Tim el ine view lets you go back  in  h istor y (cur rent ly l im ited to 12 hours) to see what was happening around you.

En vi si on  AI

Envision AI is one of the newer  accessibi l i ty apps for  Android. I t  uses your  cam era to nar rate what is happening 

around you. For  instance, you can point your  phone at your  com panion across the table and i t?l l  tel l  you that 

som eone is si t t ing there and whatever  other  objects they m ay have with them . The app can also read docum ents and 

handwr i t ing, scan barcodes, and i t  has suppor t for  60 languages. You can also teach Envision who tr usted m em bers 

of your  fam i ly are and i t?l l  r em em ber. The app is a bi t  expensive, but i t  m ay help som e people.

h t tps:/ / play.google.com /store/apps/detai ls?id=com .letsenvision.envisionai

https:/ / youtu.be/ tbr igsu2OiA

Spok en  AAC

Spoken uses predict ive technology to sim pl i fy com m unicat ion for  people with aphasia and other  speech and language 

disorders. Instead of l im it ing users to sim ple phrases and icons, the app predicts the next words you?re l ikely to use so you can 

quick ly bui ld com plete sentences.

https:/ / youtu.be/3GW m ZtUj3ok

M y W heel chai r  Gu i de -guides users through sel f assessm ent and wheelchair  select ion, tak ing in to account factor s such 

as heal th considerat ions and wheelchair  features, including back rests, footrests, wheels, handr im s, cushions and accessor ies. 

In  addi t ion, the app offer s:

- W heelchair  m aintenance check l ists

- W heelchair  sk i l ls videos

- I l lustrated wheelchair  par ts guide

- Note-tak ing capabi l i t ies

The fr ee wheelchair  app is avai lable on both Androidand iOS platform s and offer s advice for  both beginner  and advanced 

wheelchair  users.

https:/ / apps.apple.com /us/app/m wg-m anual / id1413608780

https:/ / play.google.com /store/apps/detai ls?id=edu.pi t t .shr s.m ywcguide

https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/7650693
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/7650693
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/7650693
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/7650693
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.letsenvision.envisionai
https://youtu.be/tbrigsu2OiA
https://spokenaac.com/
https://spokenaac.com/
https://youtu.be/3GWmZtUj3ok
http://unitedspinal.org/my-wheelchair-guide/
http://unitedspinal.org/my-wheelchair-guide/
http://unitedspinal.org/my-wheelchair-guide/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.pitt.shrs.mywcguide
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/mwg-manual/id1413608780
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/mwg-manual/id1413608780
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/mwg-manual/id1413608780
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=edu.pitt.shrs.mywcguide


 

Techn ol ogy for  over com i n g bar r i er s of  r em ote w or k i n g

Or iginal ly publ ished at http:/ /www.accessandinclusion.news

https:/ /www.weforum .org/agenda/2021/02/ tech-innovations-people-with-disabi l i t ies-covid/

                                             From  Zoom  transcr ipts to sm ar tphones that can audio-descr ibe the wor ld to a 

visual ly im paired person, these technological  advancem ents can help close the disabi l i ty inclusion 

gap.For  the 1.3 bi l l ion people across the wor ld who l ive with som e form  of disabi l i ty, r em ote work ing 

can be par t icular ly tough. But technology is helping to overcom e the bar r ier s that r isk  excluding 

som e people fr om  the pandem ic-era wor ld of work .

              Valuable 500 is encouraging the developm ent of digi tal  technologies to suppor t people with 

disabi l i t ies work ing fr om  hom e dur ing the pandem ic. H ere are f ive innovations that are tack l ing the

bar r ier s they face.

1. Seei n g AI

This M icrosoft  ar t i f icial  in tel l igence app for  visual ly im paired people uses your  sm ar tphone?s 

cam era to audio-descr ibe the wor ld around you. I t  is capable of r ecognizing people you know and 

can even descr ibe their  appearance, including how they are feel ing.

I t  can read im ages on screen, hard-copy docum ents and i t  can scan barcodes in  shops to provide a 

descr ipt ion of products. 

2. Googl e Act i on  Bl ock s

For  people with a cognit ive disabi l i ty, Google has com e up with the idea of m ak ing i t  easier  to car r y 

out com m on act ions such as cal l ing a col league or  a loved one. An Act ion Block  ? l i teral ly an im age 

or  button on the hom e screen ? can be set up on any Android phone.

Using Google Assistant technology, sim ply touching the Act ion Block  tr iggers the act ion, which can 

include m ak ing the phone speak  words for  those with com m unicat ion di ff icul t ies. The app is 

avai lable in  Engl ish, French, I tal ian, Germ an, Spanish and Japanese.

3. Zoom  t r an scr i p ts

Zoom , one of the fastest growing vir tual  m eeting apps last year , has fol lowed in  the footsteps of 

Google H angout and M icrosoft  Team s by in tr oducing l ive capt ion ing to help hear ing im paired users 

take par t in  on l ine m eetings. The app also al lows users to obtain  a tr anscr ipt of a r ecorded m eeting 

after  i t  has f in ished.

4. An dr oi d  Voi ce Access

Google involved people with m otor  disabi l i t ies in  the design of i ts voice-act ivated Android 

sm ar tphone app. The abi l i ty to use the phone?s funct ions without touching the screen was an 

essential  f i r st  step.

 In cl usi ve Tech

To  share or  r ead achieve  edi t ions log on to ---http:/ /www.connectspecial .in

To give feedback  or  to  subscr ibe ,wr i te to botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

http://www.accessandinclusion.news
http://www.accessandinclusion.news
http://www.accessandinclusion.news
http://www.accessandinclusion.news
http://www.accessandinclusion.news
http://www.accessandinclusion.news
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9711267?hl=en
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/937284/downloads-of-zoom-and-other-meeting-apps-soar-in-2020-937284.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/937284/downloads-of-zoom-and-other-meeting-apps-soar-in-2020-937284.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/937284/downloads-of-zoom-and-other-meeting-apps-soar-in-2020-937284.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/937284/downloads-of-zoom-and-other-meeting-apps-soar-in-2020-937284.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/937284/downloads-of-zoom-and-other-meeting-apps-soar-in-2020-937284.html
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Closed-captioning-and-live-transcription
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115004794983-Using-audio-transcription-for-cloud-recordings-
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115004794983-Using-audio-transcription-for-cloud-recordings-
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115004794983-Using-audio-transcription-for-cloud-recordings-
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115004794983-Using-audio-transcription-for-cloud-recordings-
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115004794983-Using-audio-transcription-for-cloud-recordings-
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility.voiceaccess&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility.voiceaccess&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility.voiceaccess&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.accessibility.voiceaccess&hl=en_GB&gl=US
http://www.connectspecial.in/
mailto:botta.bhavna@gmail.com

