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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
A date has been set for Pancakes on the Patio. Join us on Saturday, June 8, 9:30 to 11:00 AM for free pancakes as long as supplies
last.
June 15 and 16 is our spring book sale. This is a great time to try a new author or find a book on a topic that might interest you.
You can’t beat the prices at 50 cents for hardbacks and trade and 25 cents for regular paperbacks and children’s books. Your membership in the Friends of the Poway Library gives you an entry into the book sale one hour prior to opening for the public.
We had our Book Store volunteer appreciation event on Saturday, April 27. Our branch librarian shared a power-point presentation featuring the many programs that are funded through our Book Store earnings. The Friends support of the Poway Library is
much appreciated by the staff and library customers.
Thank you for your continued support of the Friends of the Poway Library through your membership, donation of books and book
store purchases.
Joye Davisson

Librarian’s message - Spring, 2019
Hello Poway Library Friends,
Happy Spring to you!

Thank you for your continued support and donations! Thanks to you we
continue to offer educational and fun library programs for our community.
Our team worked so hard this past few months and hosted a variety of unique
programs.

Photos from the
Volunteer Appreciation event
Saturday, April 20.

Volunteer Dr Anjali Ghanekar, who teaches monthly
yoga; Director Migell Acosta and Adult Services Librarian Karen Baluyot.

Leo Hayes, Saturday bookstore
volunteer
Volunteers dancing to the music of
performer Swinging with Dean.

Assistant Branch Manager Dan Rivera, Volunteer Ian Iwinski, and Branch Manager Marisa
Lowe, and Adult Services Librarian Karen
Baluyot.

Since July 2018, the Poway branch has welcomed more than
304,243 people through its doors. Customers visiting the
branch have enjoyed 1,270 free programs and checked out more
than 773,110 books, movies, and CDs. Currently, the branch
is number two in circulation in the entire San Diego County
Library system.

The Poway Library could not have
achieved all of this without your help!
Group shot off all of Poway’s branch and FOL volunteers
who attended

Adult Services Librarian Karen Baluyot hosted a fun and festive
volunteer appreciation event for the library’s volunteers April
20. She gave a 1940s-themed party, complete with patriotic
decorations, a photo wall, big band performer and retro candy
party favor. Director Acosta was in attendance for the event; he
mingled with the crowd and shared his thanks for all the hard
work done this past fiscal year by the Friends and the library’s
volunteers.
Volunteers at our branch help with a variety of things, including
providing support for the branch’s day-to-day tasks: they shelve
materials, clean storytime rattles, offer free exercise and enrichment classes for children and adults, and lead branch events
and programming, including assisting with the weekly bilingual
crafternoon, and STEAM afterschool program. Our volunteers
also started and maintained a variety of weekly programs at the
branch, including a writing group, yoga and meditation classes,
as well as a French conversation group and citizenship classes.

Jeanne Rogers, bookstore volunteer, Marty Downey,
bookstore assistant manager; and John Williams,
bookstore manager.

This fiscal year, Poway branch volunteers (shelving, programming), donated 1,026 hours. In addition, our Friends volunteers
(bookstore, board), donated 6,304 hours. Did you know, there
are currently 51 Friends volunteers? Also, we have a very large
English as Second Language volunteer program. Our branch
currently has 31 Laubach Literacy of San Diego volunteers that
meet weekly with students at the Poway Library to help them
learn English. We have been told this is the largest group of
volunteers at any Laubach site in the county.
As many of you may know, volunteers also help run our Friends
of the Library Bookstore, which provides funding for many
library programs and resources. These funds pay for Summer
Learning performers, supplies and prizes, the branch’s Dia de
los Muertos event, and FOL-funded materials like magazines,
E-books and additional Hot Right Now titles.

The Library is grateful for the support
of all our volunteers and I want to thank
each and every one of you for sharing your time
with this branch. We couldn’t do it without you!
John Williams, bookstore manager; Vicki Harden, FOL
board secretary; Bob Masters, bookstore employee and
board member

E-books Update
Did you know, you can access over 65,000 digital titles
available at Poway Library with your San Diego County
Library Card?

Celeste Larson, Elaine Stark, John Williams, Carol
Defenbaugh, and Wendy Wickenden (all bookstore
volunteers)

Join the tens of thousands of library patrons who access
San Diego County Library’s digital collection 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year. Browse and check out e-books, audiobooks and more from the comfort of your home. Don’t
have a San Diego County Library Card? Get access to the
library’s digital collection INSTANTLY by downloading the Libby app, or entering your cell phone number at
https://sdcl.overdrive.com/.
The Instant Digital Card service is available to cell phone
users whose billing zip code is located in San Diego
County. If you have any issues with signing up for Instant
Digital Card, call or visit your closest San Diego County
Library branch for assistance.
Help us spread the word about the new Instant Digital
Card service, so customers who don’t have a library card
are able to check out our growing E-books collection.
Summer Learning is about encouraging kids, families and
adults to read all summer long and participate in handson and inquiry-based learning activities. Finally, Summer
Learning is just around the corner! This year we are introducing a new theme: Summer at Your Library – Read,
Learn, Create. This theme is open-ended and emphasizes
the learning that takes place at the library during the summer and all year long.

John Williams and Joye Davisson enjoy a bite.

David Bombart, bookstore volunteer, and John
Williams, bookstore manager

Save the date for these exciting events:
• Books and Coffee – Saturday, June 1 at 10 am. Book
loving librarians share their latest recommended reads.
Coffee and light refreshments provided.
• Paper Quilling with Toshwerks – Saturday, July 13 at
2 pm. Quilling is an art form that involves the use of
strips of paper that are rolled, shaped, and glued together to create decorative designs. The paper is rolled,
looped, curled, twisted and otherwise manipulated to
create shapes which make up designs to decorate items
like greeting cards, pictures, and boxes, and to make
models, jewelry, mobiles etc. Class is limited to 15
adults. Registration begins July 1st.
• Teen Laser Tag After Hours Party - Teens going into
grades 6 - 12 are invited join us June 14 at 6:30 p.m.
for our third annual Laser Tag After Hours Party. This
annual event is a favorite with Poway teens and will
include laser tag, video games, and crafts. Registration
is required; please speak with branch staff to register.

In this edition of the newsletter, you will also meet two new branch staff – René Gehr, the new Library Technician III,
and Laura Mendez, the new Librarian II, Adult Services manager. Take a moment to read their bios and learn more
about their passions for libraries. In addition, as a special treat, René shares her review of the new Kate Morton novel,
The Clockmaker’s Daughter.
We’re excited to have them join our dynamic team! Hope to see you this summer at the library!

Marisa

Rene’s book review
The Clockmaker’s Daughter by Kate Morton 2018 - 485
pages
Readers looking for a light murder mystery/ghost story and who enjoy
novels set in 19th century English manor houses will happily get lost in
this tale. Birdie, our mysterious narrator, provides a glimpse of the comings and goings in Birchwood Manor from the middle 19th to the early
21st centuries. Elodie, an archivist in contemporary London discovers a leather satchel, a photograph and a sketchbook
which leads her on a journey through archives, art history and family secrets. Multiple characters and timelines from
the 1800’s to the present are interwoven to create a story that investigates the nature of love, loss and the subjectivities of
memory.
While readers with knowledge of 19th century culture might find the research a bit thin, Morton’s writing successfully evokes the landscapes and sensibilities of the best 19th century historical fiction. Morton’s well-told tale gives just
enough detail to illustrate differences between the gritty streets of London and the country houses of the landed gentry
as her characters engage in thievery and survival as well as painting and philosophy as they search for meaning in their
lives. Some readers might find the storylines of the 20th century characters a distraction. However, the intermittent
presence of minor characters at Birchwood Manor provides temporal cohesion throughout the novel.
Morton deftly oscillates between timelines to create a network of lives and memories that all lead back to the main
character. The story unfolds organically, like actual memory, with twists and turns and personal experiences which add
context to “what happened.” Birdie is a constant voice through the multiple timelines, frequently reminding the reader
that this story is based on her own incomplete memory. Sometimes she isn’t quite ready to talk about difficult details or
cherished love ones - much like a real person sharing secrets with you.
The slow reveal of Morton’s writing style reflects Birdie’s need to tell the story her way and reflects her growing understanding (and acceptance) of events. Morton skillfully structures the novel so that both the reader and Birdie often come
to understand why and how something happened at the same time. This shared experience creates a connection between
the reader and Birdie. By the final chapters of the book, we feel that we know her. It’s as if Morton is preparing the
reader, emotionally, for the sad but inevitable ending. The real story is about the way we remember and are remembered
by our loved ones and by the official and unofficial histories that shape personal and collective memory. Ultimately, this
story is about letting go and making peace with the past. The Clockmaker’s Daughter is the perfect summertime ghost
story.
René Gehr is the new Library Technician III at the Poway branch. She can be reached at rene.gehr@sdcounty.ca.gov.

Hello, my name is René Gehr and I am the new Library Technician III at the

Poway Library. I am excited to be working with a talented team of staff members and volunteers
who have such a sincere commitment to serve our community. Throughout my 25 years of library service, I’ve worked at academic and special libraries such as the Geisel Library at UCSD,
the Lilly Rare Manuscript Library at Indiana University as well as a variety of public libraries
outside the county system.
I am also an adjunct art history professor for the San Diego Community College District. I
have a B.A. in Art History, Theory and Criticism from UCSD and an M.A. in Art History
from Indiana University in Bloomington. Currently, I am finishing my Masters in Library
and Information Science (MLIS) through the online program at San Jose State University.
After earning my MLIS, my goal is to serve San Diego County as an Adult Services Librarian. I look forward to finding opportunities to combine my passions for art and literacy
through arts programming for adults and partnerships with cultural institutions. I believe
that integrating the arts with public libraries is a great way to enrich people’s lives and
build strong communities.

In my free time, I like to visit art museums, hike and of course - read. The best part about working at the Poway
library is also the biggest challenge - finding time to read all of these good books! Along with an amazing collection, the Circuit
and Link Plus, our staff selected Highly Recommended titles in our Hot in Poway section contributes to my “to be read” pile on
a weekly basis. A variety of genres reflecting the diverse interests of our amazing staff can be found in this section. Next time you
stop by the Poway Library, check out our Hot in Poway section - I bet you won’t leave empty handed!

*****************************************************************************

My name is Laura Mendez and I am so excited to be joining the Poway Community Library as an Adult

Services Librarian II. I will be leading the Adult Services department as we develop new and exciting programs and partnerships to
better serve our community. I am a lifelong library lover and had the good fortune of joining the San Diego County Library system
in 2016.
I grew up in Fallbrook in a family of artists, so as a Librarian, I am
affectionately known as the “black sheep” of the family.
I attended UC Santa Cruz and graduated in 2010 with a Bachelor of Science in Linguistics.
(Fun fact: Did you know that the UCSC mascot is a banana slug?) After graduating, I moved
to Portland, OR to join the workforce as a proofreader and editor. Oregon was lovely, but I
started to get the itch to go back to school and was considering my options, when I happened to meet a Librarian and learn about the profession in a deeper way. It was like a light
bulb went off in my head. I was enrolled in library school within three months.
Three years later, I completed my studies and earned a Masters in Library and Information Science from San Jose State University. The online program enabled me to move
back to San Diego without disrupting my studies. I started working as a substitute
Librarian in 2016 and had the opportunity to work at many of our beautiful SDCL
branches, including Lemon Grove, Bonita, Spring Valley, Rancho San Diego, Vista,
Valley Center, El Cajon and Casa de Oro. In early 2017, I became the Youth Services
Librarian at the Lemon Grove branch and served the community there until I transferred to Poway and moved into Adult Services.
I am a voracious reader and am always looking for new book recommendations! Some
of my favorite authors include Haruki Murakami, Flannery O’Connor, Kurt Vonnegut, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, and Joan Didion.
I love to hike throughout San Diego County and have scaled most of the mountains in our region. My other extracurricular activities include travel, cooking, sewing, riding my bicycle, and trying new restaurants with my husband JeanCarlo.
I look forward to learning more about Poway and meeting the wonderful people that make up this community. If you ever have
ideas for a program, want to give me a good book recommendation, or have any questions about our programs and resources,
please send me an email at laura.mendez@sdcounty.ca.gov. I look forward to seeing you at the library!

Photos from the Sunday, May 12 Library Mother’s Day party
The Poway Friends of the Library sponsored the program.
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Customer Lisa Lee enjoys her
cup of tea.

Librarian

A family enjoys the tea party.

Poway customers dressed up for the event.
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Customer Lisa Lee mugs it up
in front of the photo wall.

Poway Library

13137 Poway Road, Poway CA 92064
Hours
Mon-Thur 9:30AM - 8PM
Fri. and Sat. 9:30AM - 5PM
Sunday Noon - 5PM
Phone: 858-513-2900

Friends Bookstore

Hours
Tues - Thurs 9:30 AM to 7 PM
Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM to 4 PM
Sunday Noon to 4 PM
Telephone 858 513 2862
www.powayfriends.org

Important Dates 2019
June 8 - 9:30 to 11:00 AM
Pancakes on the Patio
free pancakes as long as supplies last.
2019 Book Sales
June 16 & 16
October 19 & 20

