
The California Constitution, Article X, § 2 states: 

It is hereby declared that because of the conditions prevailing in this State the general welfare requires that the 

waterresources of the State be put to beneficial use to the fullest extent of which they are capable, and that the waste 

or unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use of water be prevented, and that the conservation of such waters 

is to be exercised with a view to the reasonable and beneficial use thereof in the interest of the people and for the 

public welfare.  The right to water or to the use or flow of water in or from any natural stream or water course in this 

State is and shall be limited to such water as shall be reasonably required for the beneficial use to be served, and 

such right does not and shall not extend to the waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use or 

unreasonable method of diversion of water.  

Water Code section 85020 states: “The policy of the State of California is to achieve the 

following objectives that the Legislature declares are inherent in the coequal goals for  

management of the Delta: (a) Manage the Delta’s water and environmental resources and the 

water of the state over the long term . . . (d) Promote statewide water conservation, water use 

efficiency, and sustainable water use.” (Emphasis added.) Water Code Section 85023 states: 

“The longstanding constitutional principle of reasonable use and the public trust doctrine shall 

be the foundation of state water management policy . . .” 

 

14 CCR § 895.1  14 CCR § 895.1 states that “ the rationale for [using a planning watershed] is 

that all impacts from the proposed operation will only be seen within the area that is drained by 

that watershed and areas downstream of that watershed. 

 

14 CCR 897 The information in [THPs] shall also be sufficiently clear and detailed to permit 

adequate and effective review by responsible agencies and input by the public. . .  

 

14 CCR § 897(b)(2): “Individual THPs shall be considered in the context of the larger forest 

and planning watershed in which they are located, so that biological diversity and watershed 

integrity are maintained within larger planning units and adverse cumulative impacts, including 

impacts on the quality and beneficial uses of water, are reduced.” 

 

14 CCR 898.2 The Director shall disapprove a plan as not conforming to the rules of the Board 

if . . .there is evidence that the information contained in the plan is incorrect, incomplete or 

misleading in a material way, or is insufficient to evaluate significant environmental effects. 

 

 

The THP is the means to conduct the analysis required by CEQA to identify any impacts. (See 

Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 953.11(a).) 
 

One project’s environmental effects can be “individually limited but cumulatively considerable.” 

(Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15065, subd. (a)(3) 



14 CCR § 15130(b)(1)(B)(3) states: “Lead agencies should define the geographical scope of the 

area affected by the cumulative effect and provide a reasonable explanation for the geographic 

limitation used. 

Technical Rule Addendum 2 states: 

"The purpose of this addendum is to guide the assessment of cumulative impacts as required in 14 CCR 

898 and 1034 that may occur as a result of proposed timber operations. This assessment shall include 

evaluation of both on-site and off-site interactions of proposed project activities with the impacts of past 

and reasonably foreseeable future projects. In conducting an assessment, the RPF must distinguish 

between on-site impacts that are mitigated by application of the Forest Practice Rules and the interactions 

of proposed activities (which may not be significant when considered alone) with impacts of past and 

reasonably foreseeable future projects. 

 

14 CCR § 15144 requirement that “an agency must use its best efforts to find out and disclose all 

that it reasonably can.” 

 

 

 
4512.  (a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the forest 

resources and timberlands of the state are among the most valuable 

of the natural resources of the state and that there is great concern 

throughout the state relating to their utilization, restoration, and 

protection. 

   (b) The Legislature further finds and declares that the forest 

resources and timberlands of the state furnish high-quality timber, 

recreational opportunities, and aesthetic enjoyment while providing 

watershed protection and maintaining fisheries and wildlife. 

   (c) The Legislature thus declares that it is the policy of this 

state to encourage prudent and responsible forest resource management 

calculated to serve the public's need for timber and other forest 

products, while giving consideration to the public's need for 

watershed protection, fisheries and wildlife, sequestration of carbon 

dioxide, and recreational opportunities alike in this and future 

generations. 

   (d) It is not the intent of the Legislature by the enactment of 

this chapter to take private property for public use without payment 

of just compensation in violation of the California and United States 

Constitutions. 

 

4512.5.  The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: 

   (a) State forests play a critical and unique role in the state's 

carbon balance by sequestering carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and 

storing it long term as carbon. 

   (b) According to the scoping plan adopted by the State Air 

Resources Board pursuant to the California Global Warming Solutions 



Act of 2006 (Division 25.5 (commencing with Section 38500) of the 

Health and Safety Code), the state's forests currently are an annual 

net sequester of five million metric tons of carbon dioxide 

(5MMTCO2). In fact, the forest sector is the only sector included in 

the scoping plan that provides a net sequestration of greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

   (c) The scoping plan proposes to maintain the current 5MMTCO2 

annual sequestration rate through 2020 by implementing "sustainable 

management practices," which include potential changes to existing 

forest practices and land use regulations. 

   (d) There is increasing evidence that climate change has and will 

continue to stress forest ecosystems, which underscores the 

importance of proactively managing forests so that they can adapt to 

these stressors and remain a net sequester of carbon dioxide. 

   (e) The board, the department, and the State Air Resources Board 

should strive to go beyond the status quo sequestration rate and 

ensure that their policies and regulations reflect the unique role 

forests play in combating climate change. 

 

4513.  It is the intent of the Legislature to create and maintain an 

effective and comprehensive system of regulation and use of all 

timberlands so as to ensure both of the following: 

   (a) Where feasible, the productivity of timberlands is restored, 

enhanced, and maintained. 

   (b) The goal of maximum sustained production of high-quality 

timber products is achieved while giving consideration to values 

relating to sequestration of carbon dioxide, recreation, watershed, 

wildlife, range and forage, fisheries, regional economic vitality, 

employment, and aesthetic enjoyment. 

 

4551.  (a) The board shall adopt district forest practice rules and 

regulations for each district in accordance with the policies set 

forth in Article 1 (commencing with Section 4511) of this chapter and 

pursuant to Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of 

Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code to ensure the 

continuous growing and harvesting of commercial forest tree species 

and to protect the soil, air, fish, wildlife, and water resources, 

including, but not limited to, streams, lakes, and estuaries. 

   (b) (1) The board shall ensure that its rules and regulations that 

govern the harvesting of commercial tree species, where applicable, 

consider the capacity of forest resources, including above ground and 

below ground biomass and soil, to sequester carbon dioxide emissions 

sufficient to meet or exceed the state's greenhouse gas reduction 

requirements for the forestry sector, consistent with the scoping 

plan adopted by the State Air Resources Board pursuant to the 

California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Division 25.5 

(commencing with Section 38500) of the Health and Safety Code). 

   (2) The costs of the contracts for research studies or technical 

analyses initiated by the board or the department to comply with 

paragraph (1) shall be funded, upon appropriation by the Legislature, 

from fee revenues collected pursuant to Section 38597 of the Health 

and Safety Code. 

 

 

Public Resources Code 21000. 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PR

C&sectionNum=21000    

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=21000
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=21000


The Legislature finds and declares as follows: 

   (a) The maintenance of a quality environment for the people of 

this state now and in the future is a matter of statewide concern. 

   (b) It is necessary to provide a high-quality environment that at 

all times is healthful and pleasing to the senses and intellect of 

man. 

   (c) There is a need to understand the relationship between the 

maintenance of high-quality ecological systems and the general 

welfare of the people of the state, including their enjoyment of the 

natural resources of the state. 

   (d) The capacity of the environment is limited, and it is the 

intent of the Legislature that the government of the state take 

immediate steps to identify any critical thresholds for the health 

and safety of the people of the state and take all coordinated 

actions necessary to prevent such thresholds being reached. 

   (e) Every citizen has a responsibility to contribute to the 

preservation and enhancement of the environment. 

   (f) The interrelationship of policies and practices in the 

management of natural resources and waste disposal requires 

systematic and concerted efforts by public and private interests to 

enhance environmental quality and to control environmental pollution. 

   (g) It is the intent of the Legislature that all agencies of the 

state government which regulate activities of private individuals, 

corporations, and public agencies which are found to affect the 

quality of the environment, shall regulate such activities so that 

major consideration is given to preventing environmental damage, 

while providing a decent home and satisfying living environment for 

every Californian. 

 

21001.  The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the 

policy of the state to: 

   (a) Develop and maintain a high-quality environment now and in the 

future, and take all action necessary to protect, rehabilitate, and 

enhance the environmental quality of the state. 

   (b) Take all action necessary to provide the people of this state 

with clean air and water, enjoyment of aesthetic, natural, scenic, 

and historic environmental qualities, and freedom from excessive 

noise. 

   (c) Prevent the elimination of fish or wildlife species due to man' 

s activities, insure that fish and wildlife populations do not drop 

below self-prepetuating levels, and preserve for future generations 

representations of all plant and animal communities and examples of 

the major periods of California history. 

   (d) Ensure that the long-term protection of the environment, 

consistent with the provision of a decent home and suitable living 

environment for every Californian, shall be the guiding criterion in 

public decisions. 

   (e) Create and maintain conditions under which man and nature can 

exist in productive harmony to fulfill the social and economic 

requirements of present and future generations. 

   (f) Require governmental agencies at all levels to develop 

standards and procedures necessary to protect environmental quality. 

   (g) Require governmental agencies at all levels to consider 

qualitative factors as well as economic and technical factors and 

long-term benefits and costs, in addition to short-term benefits and 

costs and to consider alternatives to proposed actions affecting the 

environment. 



 

 

 


