
A major focus of this chapter is the difference between deductive and inductive reasoning. Your assignment is to develop studies using each approach. 

DEDUCTIVE REASONING
1. Identify a topic of interest. You might select religiosity, feminism, or occupational success if you cannot identify a topic.

2. Explain what your theory will address. It might be factors promoting religiosity, why some people are more feminist than others, or why some people are more successful in their occupations than others.

3. Specify the range of phenomena your theory addresses. All people? Women only? Americans only?

4. Identify and specify your major concepts and variables. Don’t just list your major concepts and variables, but actually develop and state your theory. Your theory does not have to be very complex. Keep in mind that a theory is an explanation of the causes of some phenomenon. Your theory may have one or more statements in it.

5. Derive at least one specific testable hypothesis, such as: Younger females are more likely to be feminist than older females (Now make up your own. Don’t copy this one). Be sure your hypothesis reflects a specific relationship between 2 variables.  

INDUCTIVE REASONING
1. Select one of the following “observations” or select one of your own. If you select one of your own, make sure it is very specific. 

a. Women like coed residence halls more than men do

b. Students prefer male instructors over female instructors

c. Older people are more likely to vote Republican than are younger people 

d. Your own:

2. Describe the specific behaviors or statements made by people that might lead to the observation you selected.

3. Based on the discussions and examples in the chapter, derive (code for: make up) a reasonable theory for your observation. It should be more general than your observation. 
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