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Balustrade Work Continues
Again, we sincerely thank the donors who contributed $25 or more toward our baluster fund.

Rodney Ivie has continued to put them together in his shop. With 120 balusters needed, we’re still
seeking donations. If you’d like to purchase one @ $25 per baluster, please contact Kit at (530)
743-0413.
Thanks to: James Hapgood, Friends for the Preservation of Yuba County History, Sharron Perkey
Freeman, Skip and Carol Gebel, Bill and Soledad O’Brien, John Waterman, John Mulligan, Red
Sagraves and Sarah Morgan, Heidi Moore, Steve Pauly and Artis Obert, Ray Raffety, Brad and Evelyn
Allis, and Beau Bevitori. You’re appreciated!

Three balustrades to finish painting in Rodney’s shop

Kathy Smith’s Smartsville/Timbuctoo Tour

For two years now our intrepid and inspired vice-president has led tours during the Yuba-Sutter
Swan Festival. People sign up through the festival organizers and come to Smartsville and
Timbuctoo where Kathy gives a historic tour as we walk down the street. She brings maps and
old photos to show where buildings were located and what the town used to look like. Her true
stories and anecdotes of the people who lived there during the Gold Rush are always interesting
and fun to hear. If you missed it last month, you can read some of these stories in one of the
three books Kathy has written and edited. The most recent was The Sage of Smartsville, The
Collected Stories of George Rigby, co-edited with Lane Parker (who comes to Pioneer Day
every year and shares his knowledge of Timbuctoo).

Kathy talks in front of the former general store and offices of Smartsville. The church we’re restoring is in the background.

Brian Bisnett’s Black Swan Pond Tour
Adjacent to Smartsville is an inspiringly beautiful and spacious property where you can observe nature in
its finest. Brian Bisnett is SCRFI’s treasurer and has been an instrumental part in helping the success of
each of our eight annual Pioneer Day events with his immensely popular tour of the Blue Point Mine on
his property. But during the California Swan Festival, which took place last month, he and a co-leader,
Kristen Hein Strohm, helped visitors to appreciate the many natural wonders as well, such as the Black
Swan Pond and its wildlife. Brian’s goal is to “conserve and permanently protect as much of the property
as we can.” At SCRFI we’re grateful for the caliber of people like our two officers, treasurer Brian Bisnett
and vice-president Kathy Smith who volunteer their time and energy to improve Smartsville, as we
simultaneously work to restore our historic church in the center of the town.

Brian Bisnett with co-leader Kristen Hein Strohm admire the natural beauty at the Black Swan Diggins next to Smartsville.

Our Newest Board Members
Last year SCRFI’s Board was blessed with the addition of Jacob Shortridge,
owner of J & A Country Store, which is directly across the street from the historic
Catholic church we’re restoring. He and his wife, Alyson, have already been most
helpful and involved in the work.
This year we’re equally blessed to welcome a long-time community member,
Beau Bevitori onto our Board. Beau has been active in every Pioneer Day, supplying
both stage equipment and bountiful, enjoyable music for entertainment.

SCRFI Board members Jacob Shortridge and Terry Nester welcome our newest board member, Beau Bevitori.

CHRISTMAS EVE
CAROLING
Come join us in front of the old
Catholic Church at 5:00 p.m.
(in case of rain meet at the Smartsville Community Church)
Refreshments will be provided at the
Smartsville Community Church at 6:00

Bring your flashlight!
Sponsored by the Smartsville Church Restoration Fund, Inc.
And the Smartsville Community Church (service begins at 6:30 pm)
For info. call 743-0413 or 639-2639
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Please join us at our next SCRFI meeting, January 12, 2016 at the Rose Bar School
in Smartsville. It’s never too early to begin Pioneer Day planning!

