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Our Mission
The Bradley County Master Gardeners promote environmental stewardship
through a network of volunteers who
provide research-based informaon and
educaon to Tennessee communies in
home gardening and related areas. As
part of our mission, the program supports connued educaon and development for commi#ed volunteers.

BCMGs talk about the Junior Master Gardener program
with their Hamilton County counterparts
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On June 18, Bradley County Master Gardeners Deb
Flower, Leslie Humberd and Ricky Tallent shared the
nuts and bolts of our highly successful Junior Master Gardener program at the
monthly mee#ng of the Master Gardeners of Hamilton County. Several others from
Bradley County also a ended.
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Next meeng: August 6

Water, water, everywhere
The week-long ﬂooding event has le, a lot of gardeners with saturated soils, standing
water and muddy boots! One ques#on that I would imagine Master Gardeners might get would
be in rela#on to ﬂooding. If plants are standing in ﬂooded groundwater, then they are o,en s#ll
safe to eat. However, if a garden is subjected to ﬂooding surface water (such as if a creek jumps
its banks and ﬂoods your watermelons) then they are deemed unsaleable by the FDA and we
recommend that you don't eat them. So what can you do to help in the case of a ﬂood event? I
recommend garden prac#ces that increase soil organic ma er, grass buﬀers around gardens, or
the use of swales to corral shee#ng surface water.
Patrick Swea ,
Agricultural Extension Agent

BCMG is an educaonal outreach program of the University of Tennessee Extension Instute of Agriculture.
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Volunteer and CEU Opportunies
Volunteer opportuni es
♦

Mondays, 4:00-7:00 p.m. Greenway Table
Barring bad weather, you can help educate the community,
plus weed, water and more for rest of season. Contact
Patrick Swea at pswea @utk.edu

♦

August 25 Junior Master Gardener classes begin
The JMG program is an alterna#ve sentencing op#on for
youth between the ages of 13 and 17 who ﬁnd themselves
in trouble with the court system. The goals of this project
are to teach the students many facets of gardening while
providing posi#ve learning with hands-on experiences.
Classes are held every Tuesday evening star#ng August
25, from 5:30 - 7:30 at the Juvenile Court House on
Johnson Ave. For more informa#on, contact Leslie
Humberd at lshumberdpersonal@gmail.com.

♦

Saturday, September 12, 10:00 a.m. Cowpea Fesval
A great opportunity to help fes#val a endees with their
gardening ques#ons and conundrums. The fes#val is held
at Charleston City Park, Charleston, TN.

Jerry and Ernie Eppinga get set to help educate people on the
health beneﬁts of growing food and working outside in the garden. The BCMG booth was part of the Medical Center Pharmacy
health fair held on June 18.

Facts from Faith: Fall Garden Prep

Con nuing Educa on Opportuni es
♦

Outdoor classes—Greenway Table
Learn about sprayers, nonchemical weed control and other
advanced techniques. To reserve your spot, print the registra#on form on page 3 and return to Extension oﬃce asap.

♦

Upcoming classes—Ooltewah Nursery & Landscape Co., Inc./
5829 Main Street/ Ooltewah, TN 37363
Contact: 423-238-9775
Build a Kiy Garden
Saturday, June 18, 10:00 a.m.
Aracng Pollinators
Thursday, June 30, 3:30 p.m.

Cooking with Pete
Thursday, August 20, 3:30 p.m.

Fall Gardening
Thursday, August 27, 3:30 p.m.
Saturday, August 29, 10:00 a.m.

Interested in perennials? Here’s a suggested reading:
Essenal Perennials, by Ruth Rogers Clausen and
Thomas Christopher
“Essenal Perennials helps you decide exactly which
plants will bring you the beauty you want and will
thrive in the condi#ons you can provide. “ An extensive reference.

Time to start thinking and planning for your fall garden. Prepare
space, start seedlings. Till in cover crops, soil test, adding to correct
ph or deﬁcentcies in soil. Water vegetable gardens when indicator
plant wilts, usually squash or cucumber plant, on soil not plants.
Mow Fescue lawn at higher height to reduce stress. Deadhead
ﬂowers to promote growth and ﬂowering. Trim perennials that are
#red or spent. Cracked fruit like tomatoes is caused from lack of
water followed by excess water, hard to control with pop up
storms we have had. Stay hydrated and work smarter not harder!
Faith Sharp, President, BCMG, Master Gardener

Bearded Iris is one of the South’s most popular
Kim’s
perennials. If you are a beginner with iris, these 5
Corner
steps will help you grow healthy plants that
produce quality blooms.
1. Choose soil with good drainage in a sunny spot. Iris may
bloom in light shade for a year or two, but they thrive and ﬂower
much be er in full sun.
2. Prepare soil thoroughly two to three weeks before plan#ng.
Soil test to see what your soil actually needs. Clay or compacted
soil need some well-ro ed organic ma er.
3. Plant rhizomes shallow. Don’t plant deeper than 3/4 to 1 inch.
The best #me to plant is from mid-July through September, as soon
as plants go dormant a,er blooming. Water if and when the soil
dries out.
4. Keep your iris beds free of weeds and grass. Iris do not need
much fer#lizer if the soil was fer#lized appropriately when planted.
5. When plants get too crowded, take up plants, divide
rhizomes, trim back leaves and reset. This is usually every 3 to 5
years, but you can reset every couple of years for a greater increase in rhizomes.
Kim Frady, Bradley County Extension Agent
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