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LAKE ONTARIO POST 313
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
May 1, 2018
Dear Fellow Veterans and Friends:

On May 28, Lake Ontario Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 313 will be celebrating Memorial Day. The federal holiday is celebrated on the last Monday of May to honor the men and women who have died while serving in the military.

The custom of honoring ancestors by cleaning cemeteries and decorating graves is an ancient and worldwide tradition, but the specific origin of Memorial Day or Decoration Day as it was first known, are unclear. In early rural America, this duty was usually performed in late summer and was an occasion for family reunions and picnics.  After the Civil War, America’s need for a secular, patriotic ceremony to honor its military dead became prominent, as monuments to fallen soldiers were erected and dedicated, and ceremonies centering on the decoration of soldiers’ graves were held in towns and cities throughout the nation. After World War I, the day expanded to honor those who have died in all American Wars.

In 1971, Memorial Day became a national holiday by an act of Congress; it is now celebrated on the last Monday in May.

THE POPPY, A SYMBOL OF MEMORIAL DAY

The wearing of poppies in honor of America’s war dead is traditionally done on Memorial Day (not Veteran’s Day.) The origin of the red poppy as a modern-day symbol of this day was actually the idea of an American woman, Miss Moina Michael.
In war-torn battlefields, the red field poppy (papaver rhoeas) was one of the first plants to grow.  Its seeds scattered in the wind and sat dormant in the ground, only germinating when the ground is disturbed – as it was by the very brutal fighting during World War I.

The practice of wearing of poppies was further inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” written in 1915 by Canadian soldier John McCrae.  He saw the poppies in burials around his artillery position in Belgium.

Today poppies are both the symbol of loss of life and as a symbol of recovery and new life, especially in support of those servicemen who were damaged physically or emotionally.
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In Flanders Fields-By John McCrae, May 1915

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row by row,
That mark our place; and in the sky

                                                              The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

                                                             We are the Dead.  Short days ago

  We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow.   

   Loved and were loved, and now we lie

                                                             In Flanders fields.

                                                            Take up our quarrel with the foe:

                                                            To you from failing hands we throw 

                                                            The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

                                                             If ye break faith with us who die

       We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
                                                            In Flanders fields.

Many people confuse Memorial Day and Veterans Day.  Memorial Day is a day for remembering and honoring military personnel who died in the service of their country, particularly those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained in battle.

While those who died are also remembered on Veterans Day, Veterans Day is set aside to thank and honor ALL who served their nation in wartime or peacetime.  
NEWS FROM AROUND THE POST:

At our meeting on April 9, we elected the following members as officers for 2018-2019:
Post Commander:

Ed Jackson





Senior Vice Commander:
Mike Williams





Junior Vice Commander:
Walt Stevenson





Quartermaster:

              Col (Ret.) Lance Dickinson





Chaplain:


Gerry Tubinis





Judge Advocate:

LTC (Ret.) Kurt Mieth





Surgeon:


Col (Ret.) Bill Vecsey





1 Year Trustee:


DuWayne Brabec






2 Year Trustee:


John Moore





3 Year Trustee:


John Roberts




Adjutant:


John Mac Arthur





Service Officer:


Chris Sembert

Congratulations and please give them the support and respect for their office.

We would like to take this opportunity to give our THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO PAST COMMANDER GARY ZANARDI, who did a GREAT JOB, steering the ship, keeping us afloat, making timeless decisions, but above all else, made our Post one to be recognized in the community.  We will miss your leadership, but most of all we THANK YOU for all you did!

We have lost contact with four Post members. Please inform us if you know the current addresses for Dan Jeffords, Bryan Hall, George Lawson, and Alan Vitch.
As a Veteran, your input is requested to help determine the future of Arlington National Cemetery.  Military and civilian leaders are facing difficult decisions as they work to preserve Arlington National Cemetery as the shrine to the nation's heroes and history.  With limited space for expansion, eligibility rules are being considered to extend the site's role as an active military cemetery for decades to come.

Your input is important and can help shape the future of Arlington National Cemetery.  The eligibility survey is available at www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/eligibility-survey.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
May 5, 9:00 A.M.-Noon – Post Clean-up. Please bring rakes, shovels and gloves. Let’s make the Post look nice for Memorial Day. Refreshments will be served.

May 6, 10:00 a.m. – VFW District 7 Meeting/Convention at Mt. Morris Post 547. 
May 10, 11:00 a.m. – WNY Armed Forces Week Luncheon, Salvatore’s Italian Garden

May 12, 6:00 p.m. – WNY Armed Forces Week Ball, Salvatore’s Italian Garden

May 14, 7:00 p.m. – Monthly Post Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

May 19/20, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. – Poppy donations at Rite Aid and Old Fort Niagara.

May 20, Noon – WNY Armed Forces Week “Salute to our Armed Forces,” Buffalo Riverworks

May 26/27, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. – Poppy donations at Rite Aid and Old Fort Niagara. 

May 28, 11:00 a.m. – Memorial Day Ceremony at Old Fort Niagara Cemetery

June 9/10 – 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. – Thunder of Niagara Air Show, Niagara Falls Air Reserve Base

June 14, 8:45 – Flag Day Celebration at Lewiston-Porter Intermediate School
That’s it for now.  
Take care and God bless.

Col. (Ret.) Lance E. Dickinson, Co-Editor

John H. Mac Arthur, Co-Editor

