Service of Word and Prayer
Christ Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA
August 2, 2020 ~ 9th Sunday After Pentecost
WELCOME
PRELUDE: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Johann Walther

Nancy Delaney, Organ

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,
we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.
Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

HYMN: Oh, Worship the King
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GREETING
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover creation with
abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this
food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31
Josh Skole, Reader
22

[At night Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and
crossed the ford of the Jabbok.23He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until
daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip
socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me
go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he
said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no
longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have
prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that
you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed
Penuel, limping because of his hip.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
GOSPEL READING: Matthew 14:13-21
13
Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he
withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when
the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them
and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him
and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to
them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of
the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men,
besides women and children.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON
VIDEO: Bread of Life (featuring Kelly Ann Hall)
Produced and Published by “The Work of the People”

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
A brief silence.

God of creation, you take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough.
May your church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly
sufficient. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for
the well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground
water supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender
hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing
to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation, Christ Lutheran, such a
welcoming heart, that our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to
all whom we encounter. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the
heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
At this point in our worship, we would normally share the peace of Christ with one another and offer
up our financial gifts.
*Please feel free to offer a sign of peace to family members physically gathered with you or send
a brief text to someone you are missing this day.
*If you are able to send your offering in the mail or give online at
www.christlutheranroanoke.org, your contributions will help support the ministry of Christ
Lutheran as well as those ministries we support as a congregation.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep
you in eternal love. Amen.
HYMN: O Living Bread of Heaven
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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