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Journal Fends Off Attacks by Media Giant
journal staff commentary

the county’s readers have the right to know when
something in a so-called news stories is nothing
The writing of news stories is not rocket science by
more than a mega news corporation taking aim at a
any means, but there are news organizations willing to small weekly newspaper publisher to drive him out of
structure their writing to mislead readers with a slant business.
that projects a false message.
The opinion column by Citizen Editor Lou Jones
Recently this writing method was used by the
falsely claimed Andrews did not own a home in Levy
Chiefland Citizen in its Jan. 23 issue to make readers
County, when in fact he owns two homes. The Citizen
believe they were seeing a regular news story that was was attempting to suggest he doesn’t even live in Levy
really a thinly-disguised column of opinion aimed at
County when the truth is he has never lived anywhere
Journal Publisher Andy Andrews.
else in his 71 years on this earth.
This is not the first time the Citizen has attacked
Jones and her supervisor Tom Ten Broeck expressed
Andrews and it probably won’t be the last, but
their anger at the last county commission meeting
continued to page 5A

Publisher Facts
Below are facts from Bloomberg Business Week.
“Landmark Media Enterprises, LLC, through its subsidiaries,
operates as a diversified media and business services company with
interests in newspapers, broadcasting; specialty classified advertising
products, interactive marketing, information services, and broadband
and data services.
1) The company provides Internet advertising, interactive
marketing, and lead generation services to consumers, businesses,
and marketers; and publishes online newspapers. Its online
marketing services help publishers and advertisers to acquire
customers through lead generation, email marketing, advertisement
targeting, geo-location, and predictive modeling services.
2) The company also provides consumer/online marketplaces for
entrepreneurs interested in franchises and business opportunities;
• technology services, including geo-targeting,
• digital rights management,
• online fraud detection and prevention,
• and securing the online channel;
• Internet Protocol Intelligence solutions for various media and
continued to page 8A

Chiefland City
Commission Rejects
Otter Creek Water Deal
By terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

Otter Creek won’t be purchasing water from Chiefland.
Not ever.
An agreement that would have allowed the town to build an 8-inch
water line from Otter Creek to Chiefland died for lack of support at
Monday’s Chiefland City Commission meeting.
Commissioner Teresa Barron’s motion to approve the interlocal
agreement with conditions that would satisfy city commission concerns
never got a second from the other four commissioners.
Otter Creek Attorney Brent Baris had no comment.
Chiefland Mayor Teal Pomeroy apologized to Baris and Otter Creek
Mayor Cleah Martin.
Otter Creek has extremely poor quality drinking water. The town has
attempted to treat the water, but the treatment creates its own chemical
problems. Most people in the town drink bottled water.
continued to page 6A

The Levy County Journal encourages the public

to attend Tuesday’s 9 a.m. Levy County Commission meeting at
the Levy County Courthouse to oppose the request by an atheist
group to place a monument on the courthouse lawn, to support
the Ten Commandments and to support a Levy County Journal
request to be named the newspaper of record for publication of
county commission legal advertising and the delinquent property
tax list. The Journal has published for 91 years and was for decades
the only newspaper in Levy County. Former Publisher Elton Cobb
served county government as a dedicated small town journalist and
walked the halls of the courthouse daily to ensure that the county
had a reliable voice for the publication of its business.

School District Unveils Cost
Saving Wellness Center in
Bronson for Employees

School Board Chairman Robert Philpot cuts the ribbon for the new wellness center as board members Chris
Cowart (left) and Paige Brookins observe. In the back from the left are board members Cameron Asbell, Rick
Turner and Superintendent Bob Hastings. Photo by Terry Witt.

By terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

the facility housed in a former residential home next
door to Bronson Middle High School.
Doctors at the facility will begin seeing patients on
Reducing the cost of health care premiums and
an appointment basis on Feb. 3. Employees can get
health care costs for employees and their families
blood draws now.
was the aim of the Levy County School Board and
With the new Wellness Center, employees and their
Superintendent Bob Hastings when they hit on the
children who are on the school board health care plan
idea of creating a wellness center.
can see a doctor without charge and obtain generic
The school district was facing a 28 percent increase prescription drugs at no cost.
in the cost of health insurance premiums this year.
The wellness center has two doctors.
Those costs will automatically drop to 23 percent when
Hastings said the wellness center was an obvious
the center opens and will decrease more depending on choice to reduce health care premium costs for the
how many people enroll to use the center.
district and employees.
School district officials welcomed visitors to the
“We had the option of going one of two ways,
center last week to witness a ribbon cutting and tour
increased premiums and reduced benefits or go this
continued to page 6A

Inglis Begins Clarifying Commission Powers in
Personnel Matters
By terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

Inglis Town Commissioners Friday agreed
upon a general set of guidelines for the hiring and
firing of employees that allows commissioners
to remain as overseers of individual departments
within the city but clarifies what they can and

can’t do.
City Attorney Brad Bettin was assigned the job
of interpreting what commissioners told him and
writing a series of rules that will govern how the
city deals with employee issues in the future.
The meeting was a workshop and no vote could
be taken, according to Bettin. But commissioners
were able to give Bettin a general sense of the

direction they wanted him to take with regard to
personnel issues.
Allegations have surfaced in the past that
some commissioners created what amounted
to “fiefdoms” over individual departments, and
commissioners wanted to avoid that scenario in
the future.
The proposed guidelines would continue to
continued to page 7A

Sheriff’s Office Icon “Mama” Passes Away
By terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

Johnnie Mae Jackson, 88, was the sweetheart
of the Levy County Sheriff’s Office when she
worked there and long after.
She was affectionately known as Mama.
Jackson passed away peacefully on Jan. 18
surrounded by family and friends.
Sheriff Bobby McCallum was among her
pallbearers.
Former Sheriffs Ted Glass and Johnny Smith
attended her funeral along with countless other
friends and admirers, many in law enforcement.
“We’ll really miss her,” said McCallum. “I
went to the nursing home to see her shortly
before she passed and she was cutting up and
teasing like always.”

Jackson began her
county government
career on June 17, 1969
working for the Levy
County Commission
in maintenance and as
a jail cook for the Levy
County Sheriff’s Office.
“She quickly became
an icon at the jail,
making sure all staff and
inmates alike were well
nourished,” the sheriff’s Former Investigator Chuck Bastak on the left talks with Johnnie Mae “Mama”
Jackson years ago with a much younger Bobby McCallum on the right.
office said in a statement.
“Everyone enjoyed
with LCSO. She continued to volunteer until
“Mama” as she was known throughout our
her declining health forced her to stay home only
community. Although Mama officially retired
a few years ago.”
on Dec. 31, 1988 this did not end her tenure
continued to page 2A
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Levy County’s Most Wanted

Levy County
Sheriff’s Office
Arrest Report
jail Media report for 01/20/2012 to 01/24/2014
BABINSKI, ASHLEY NICOLE, 27, COCONUT
CREEK, FL: BATTERY TOUCH OR STRIKE.
BOLDEN, ADAM, 31, OF CHIEFLAND, FL: READMIT FROM COURT.
CUMBO, CHAD ALEXANDER, 29, OF BRONSON,
FL: PROB VIOLATION.
FLANDERS, WILLIE JAMES, 34, OF WILLISTON,
FL: PROB VIOLATION.
FOWLER, JASON ERIC, 30, OF BELL, FL: PROB
VIOLATION.
GOOLD, WESLEY BURNS, 42, OF CHIEFLAND,
FL: PETIT THEFT FROM MERCHANT 2ND
OFF.
HAWTHORNE, RICHARD NATHAN, 38, OF
INGLIS, FL: PROB VIOLATION.
LEBRON, JESSICA MARIE, 24, OF WILLISTON,
FL: DRIVE WHILE LIC SUSP 1ST OFF;
MARIJUANA-POSSESS NOT MORE THAN 20
GRAMS.
NEWMAN, ASHTEN, 22, OF DUNNELLON,
FL: DRUG EQUIP-POSSESS AND OR USE;
MARIJUANA-POSSESS NOT MORE THAN 20
GRAMS.
QUINTERO-VALDEZ, JOSE, 20, OF WILLISTON,
FL: OPERATE MOTOR VEHICLE WO VALID

ERNST, DONALD MOSS, HERBERT
W
C JR
CROSS CITY
TRENTON
LARCENY 300FRAUD INSUFF
L5000
FUNDS 0/$150
5,000 BOND CASH 25,000 BOND CASH
OR SURETY
OR SURETY

WILSON, RODNEY T
PEREZ, PEDRO A
RIGGINS,
ORLANDO
WILLISTON
SHAWNIE O
PASS
FORGED/ALT
FTA ATTACH TAG
SARASOTA
INSTRUMENT
NOT ASSIGNED
CIDLD SUPPO
1,000 BOND CASH
SUPPORT WRIT 20,000 BOND CASH
OR SURETY
OR SURETY
1,070 CASH PURGE

LICENSE.
RAMIREZ-MARTINEZ, 28, OF WILLISTON, FL:
BATTERY TOUCH OR STRIKE.
RIVERA, LUZ ENEIDA, 61, OF BRONSON, FL:
ASSAULT/AGG.
ROBERTS, ANNA, 27, OF CRYSTAL RIVER, FL:
PROB VIOLATION.
SUGGS, TINA LOUISE, 42, OF WILLISTON, FL:
OUT-OF-COUNTY WARRANT X 2.
TINER, DARIEN N, 37, OF CHIEFLAND, FL:
PROB VIOLATION X 2.
TISDALE, JEREMIAH, 31. OF BRONSON, FL:
PROB VIOLATION.
WALKER, MARGIE FAYE, 65, OF BRONSON, FL:
OUT-OF-COUNTY WARRANT.
WHITE, JAKARR TAVARIS, 21, OF CHIEFLAND,
FL: HOLD FOR COURT.

WHITEHEAD, ROSANNA MARY, 41, OF
WILLISTON, FL: OUT-OF-COUNTY
WARRANT.
WRIGHT, BRYAN MICHAEL, 21, OF BELL, FL:
PETIT THEFT FROM MERCHANT 2ND OFF.

Of Levy County
Call 1-877-349-Tips (8477)

Two Women Sentenced in Child Neglect Case
By terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

Two other co-defendants, Elizabeth Rydbom, 24, Inglis, and Kimberly Alderman, 23,
Inglis, entered the same plea to child neglect on Sept. 4, 2013. Rydbar received 364 days in
jail with credit for 182 days served and Alderman got the same sentence.
Two women were sentenced in Levy County Circuit Court on Jan. 22 on child neglect
Lloyd said he has a 4-year-old child and he is careful about what types of medications the
charges for their role in the death of a 5-year-old Inglis child in 2012 who swallowed a
child receives.
powerful painkiller while in their care.
“I don’t take strong medication. I can’t imagine why anyone would give a fragile child that
State Attorney Spokesman Darry Lloyd said the child ingested Oxycodone, probably in
drug,” Lloyd said. “All of it is kind of unimaginable, to give a child that medication.”
pill form and died from the effects of the painkiller, which was not prescribed for him.
Researching details about the crime was challenging. Records at the courthouse provided
Four women were charged in the case.
little information about the crime itself.
The original charge was aggravated manslaughter of a child, but the state could not prove
The case was investigated by the former Inglis Police Department, but the sheriff’s office
that someone directly gave the child the drug. All four received a plea deal reducing the
last year contracted with the town to handle its police work. The sheriff’s office couldn’t
charges from aggravated manslaughter of a child to child neglect.
provide details about the arrest.
Two were sentenced in September of 2013.
Lt. Scott Tummond said the arrests were made a year before the sheriff’s office took over
“The state believes the child was given the pill rather than finding it on the ground or the the duties of the Inglis Police Department. The police department had been using a version
floor and consuming it,” Lloyd said. “We felt we could have had a difficult time convincing a of the software that didn’t capture the arrest affidavit, which contains information describing
jury; that’s why a plea deal was offered.”
the crime.
Julianne Elizabeth Goldsmith, 25, Inglis, was sentenced last week by Circuit Judge
Tummond said the sheriff’s office took custody of the police department server that
William Davis to two years in state prison with credit for 322 days served.
contained records of the reports they created in 2013. He added that police department’s
Co-defendant Valerie Ann Davenport was given 346 days in the county jail with credit for paper records are stored in a secure area at Town Hall.
323 days served.
“We did not take these paper records because it was not something our office needed nor
Both pleaded no contest to child neglect.
did we want the responsibility for storing them,” Tummond said.

Sheriff’s Office Icon “Mama” Passes Away continued from page 1A
“She’s been a part of the family for a long time,”
McCallum added. “She was good to all of us. That’s how she
got the name Mama.”
McCallum said Jackson had prepared for the day of her
passing 11 years ago with help from two of the people who
were closest two her, Karen Blackburn and Herman Allen.
Blackburn, who works for the Levy County Commission
as an administrative assistant, has a modern workstation at

the very site where she used to sit as an employee of the jail.
That is where she first met Jackson.
The old jail was converted to office space a number of
years ago. County commissioners and County Coordinator
Freddie Moody occupy one section of the old jail, although
it bears no resemblance to a jail now. The property appraiser’s
office occupies much of the old jail.
Blackburn said Jackson’s favorite saying was “It doesn’t
cost a dime to be kind.”
Although she was a
gentle soul, Jackson was a

13th Street Home
Sales, LLC
Last House Standing ! 3BRM 2 Bath
w/ Family Room, Tape & Texture T/O,
Island Kitchen, Glamour Bath, R-30
Roof w/Low-E Windows 10% Down
$ 482 Per Month 13th Street Homes
386-418-0424
Bad Credit ? Own a Home w/575
Credit score w/10% Down (Buy Now
Before New Bank Rules) 3,4, Even 6
BRM Homes on Your Lot or Ours
13th Street Homes 386-418-0424
Buy or Rent-To-Own 4BRM 2Bath
on 4.5 Acres, Remodeled, Low Down $
775 Per Month Call Sharon @
386-418-0435
Just Remodeled 3BRM 2Bath on 1
Acre, Rent-To-Own or Buy Now, $600
Per Month Call Marsha @
386-418-0438
It’s A Monster! 2014 6BRM 3Bath
Island Kitchen w/Appliances, Glamour
Bath w/Sep Shower, Jack & Jill Baths
Del & Set Up w/Air $69,900
13th Street Homes 386-418-0424

Our Biggest, Our Best Model Home!
Tape & Texture T/O, Island Kitchen
w/ Stainless Steel Appliances, Ceramic
Tile, Master Shower w/Roman Tub,
Large Dng w/SGD, Family Room w/
Built in Entertainment 4BRM 2Bath
2254 sq ft Del & Set Up w/Res A/C
10% Down $ 629 Per Month
13th Street Homes 386-418-0424
Rent Now = Buy Later! 3BRM 2Bath
on 1.25 Acres, Just Remodeled $485 Per
Month Call Marsha @ 386-418-0435
Buy Instead of Rent! 4Brm 2 Bath,
Island Kitchen w/Pantry, Residential
Heat & Air, Glamour Bath w/54”
Shower $378 Per Month
Call Mike @ 386-418-0438

Nuisance Alligator Trappers Sought
in Dixie County
Interested in catching nuisance gators? Live in Dixie County?
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Statewide Nuisance Alligator
Program is accepting applications for contracted nuisance alligator trappers in Dixie
County.
Applicants must have a clean criminal history, no fish or wildlife law violations and a
valid, working email address. Applicants also must reside in Dixie County.
Applications must be received by Feb. 7.
To learn more about becoming a nuisance alligator trapper and to apply online, visit
MyFWC.com/Alligator and click on “Statewide Nuisance Alligator Program.”
For more information, email FWCGator@MyFWC.com.

classified ads

4 Weeks for onLy $20!
It’s Our Journal 20/20 Special: Your Ad of 20 Words or Less for 4
Consecutive Weeks, No Changes. $20, 10¢ Each Additional Word.
Email classifieds@levyjournal.com

Owner Finance !!! 3BRM 2Bath on
Property, Remodeled w/Central Heat/
Air $650 Per Month, Possible Rent-ToOwn Call Sharon @ 386-418-0435
$19,900 3BRM 2Bath Doublewide,
Just Needs Carpet & Vinyl, Remodeled
As Is & Delivered Call Mike @
386-418-0438, Also S/W $5,000

OPEN SUNDAY
12426 N US HWY 441
ALACHUA, FL.

powerful woman who didn’t put up with being disrespected.
Blackburn said she saw Jackson sling a stocky sheriff’s
investigator to the ground for saying things she didn’t like.
Blackburn said Jackson contracted a serious infection and
was hospitalized in Gainesville for three weeks in September
of 2013. After that, she was taken to the Tri-County
Nursing home. She never recovered from the infection.
“I have missed her big hugs since she went to the hospital
last September,” Blackburn said. “She was most definitely
loved by me.”
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Youth Arrests Down to Lowest Rate in 30 Years
Analysis of 2012-2013 data shows juvenile arrests down 23 percent
Governor Rick Scott announced since January 2011, the number of juvenile arrests has
dropped 23 percent statewide and the number of youth arrested for delinquency is down 24
percent – the lowest it has been since 1984.
Governor Scott said, “Today’s youth are the future workforce of Florida. By preventing
juvenile delinquency, we are providing Florida’s youth with more opportunities to succeed. With
juvenile arrests at the lowest rate in 30 years, and a crime rate that is on path to a 43 year low, it
is clear that the efforts we are taking to create a safe, opportunistic environment in Florida are
working.
“But we’re not done yet. We want to create an opportunity economy in Florida that will
support jobs for generations to come. We’ll continue working with the Department of Juvenile
Justice and law enforcement officials to protect our youth and keep Florida communities safe
so that every Florida family has the opportunity to live their American Dream in the Sunshine
State.”
Key indicators used to measure public safety and juvenile delinquency show that Florida had
drastic reductions in nearly every juvenile offense category, including major offenses. This has
enabled the Department of Juvenile Justice to operate with the smallest budget in 17 years.
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) Secretary Wansley Walters said, “At DJJ, we are
committed to providing the right services, in the right place, in the right way, at the right time.
Community safety is actually compromised when youth are inappropriately arrested, so we have
placed an emphasis on prevention and diversion efforts. Last year alone, the state invested nearly
$11 million toward preventing juvenile delinquency, and these numbers are proof that we’re
making the right reforms to keep our communities safe and our youth on the path to successful
adulthood.”

Florida has the nation’s largest, centrally organized juvenile-justice agency, providing
prevention, probation, detention (short-term secure housing) and residential (long-term secure
housing) services for at-risk and delinquent youth in every community across the state.
In her quest to make Florida’s juvenile justice system the best in the nation, Secretary Walters
and her team developed and implemented the “Roadmap to System Excellence,” which outlines
the agency’s strategic plan to wisely allocate its resources to the most effective programs,
services, and treatments at the most impactful points along the juvenile justice continuum.
In addition to record low juvenile arrests, Florida has seen the following significant
improvements since FY 2010-2011:
• Florida's juvenile crime rate is down from 59 delinquency arrests per 1,000 juveniles during
FY 2010-11 to 46 delinquency arrests for every 1,000 juveniles during FY 2012-13;
• School-based arrests declined by 27%;
• The number of arrests involving a felony offense dropped 17 percent;
• Murder/Manslaughter arrests decreased 52 percent;
• Admissions to secure detention declined 26 percent; and
• The number of youth in Florida transferred to adult court declined 36 percent.
Among the strategic measures in the Roadmap, DJJ seeks to shift residential resources to
community-based interventions and realign existing resources to increase the availability of
transitional services, such as services for vocational programming, employment, education,
family support, transitional housing, and transportation.
Walters added, “Deterring youth from the juvenile justice system not only saves taxpayer
dollars, it affords our state’s youth more opportunities to chase their dreams and when our state’s
children succeed, we all reap the benefits.”

Taxpayer Bailout Prevention Legislation
Grassroots rallies behind effort, as new co-sponsors sign on

U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Congressman
Tim Griffin (R-AR) today welcomed new signs of growing
momentum against a taxpayer-funded bailout of health
insurance companies under ObamaCare. In a recent letter
to Rubio and Griffin, 33 national groups and leaders,
representing the views of millions of Americans, formed a
coalition in support of legislation to eliminate ObamaCare
risk corridor payments.
There are currently 13 Senate co-sponsors of S.1726, The
ObamaCare Taxpayer Bailout Prevention Act. In the House,
H.R. 3541 currently has 54 co-sponsors.
“As awareness grows about the likelihood of a taxpayerfunded bailout of health insurers under ObamaCare, this
possibility will be taken off the table,” said Rubio and
Griffin in a joint statement. “The American people are
tired of paying for Washington’s mistakes and tired of
politicians who leave them and future generations with the
bill. If ObamaCare can’t survive without a taxpayer-funded
bailout, it’s another sure sign this entire health law has to be

replaced.”
In November, Rubio and Griffin
introduced The ObamaCare
Taxpayer Bailout Prevention
www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve/?File_
Act, a bill that would eliminate
id=080e5be5-297c-4964-bc48-ba06d51e0b8c. In addition to
a provision of ObamaCare that allows for taxpayerthe signatories to the letter, the legislation has been endorsed
funded bailouts of insurance companies at the Obama
Administration’s sole discretion. Under ObamaCare’s section by American Conservative Union, Americans for Prosperity,
Center for Freedom and Prosperity, Club for Growth, R
1342, so-called risk corridors were established for the law’s
Street Institute, and TeaParty.net.
first three years as a safety net for insurers who experience
financial losses. The Rubio-Griffin bill would fully repeal
the risk corridor provision,
thereby ensuring that no bailout
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
will occur under ObamaCare’s
PLANNING COMMISSION
section 1342.
A
public
hearing
on
each
petition as described below will be conducted by
Last week, 33 groups and
the
Planning
Commission
on
Monday,
February 3, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. or as soon
leaders delivered a letter to
thereafter
as
the
matter
may
be
heard
during
the course of action. The hearing will
Rubio and Griffin. A PDF
be
held
in
the
Levy
County
Courthouse,
355
South
Court Street, Bronson, Florida.
is available here at http://
The Planning Commission is not bound to consider the petitions in the order listed
in this notice. Any of these petitions may be considered as soon as the meeting
commences.
CU 1-14 David L. Elliott (Tin Roof Shack Productions, LLC), representing Michael T.
Roth (Darby Landing - 40, LLC), petitioning the board for a Conditional Use Permit
to allow Outdoor Commercial Recreation, on a parcel of land located in the SW
/14 of Section 36, Township 16S, Range 17E, Levy County, AKA Withlacoochee
River Bluegrass Festival. Said parcel contains 39.31 acres more or less and is
located in an “RR” Rural Residential.
Copies of said petitions with complete legal descriptions and subsequent staff
reports will be available for review at the Levy County Development Department.
For Information call 352- 486-5203. Interested parties may appear at the meeting
and be heard regarding the proposed petitions. Any person requiring reasonable
accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact the County
Commissioners Administration Office at 352-486-5218.

Commissioner Putnam, Board
of Trustees Approve Rural
and Family Lands Protection
Program Priority List
50 Projects Eligible for Program; Conservation
Easements Will Protect Land and Support Local
Economy

Commissioner of Agriculture Adam
H. Putnam and members of the Board of
Trustees approved the recommended 2014
Rural and Family Lands Protection Program
(RFLPP) Prioritized Acquisition List.
The RFLPP is a program of the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services’ Florida Forest Service that partners
with private landowners to protect Florida’s
landscape, wildlife habitat and other
natural resources, while maintaining private
ownership and continuing agricultural
operations.
“This program is unique in that it protects
the environmental benefits of the land, while
allowing agricultural operations to continue,”
said Adam Putnam, Commissioner of
Agriculture and a member of the Board of
Trustees. “These lands will remain in the
hands of private owners and will continue to
generate revenue, create jobs and support the
local economy.”
All four members of the Board of Trustees,
including the Governor, voted to approve
the recommended 2014 RFLPP Prioritized
Acquisition List. With this approval, the
RFLPP may begin partnering with these
private landowners to create conservation
easements to protect working agricultural
lands throughout Florida.
The list ranks 50 eligible projects that
applied to participate in the RFLPP
during the recent application period, July
15 through August 28, 2013. The project
applications were reviewed by teams of
representatives of the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, Florida
Natural Areas Inventory, Department of
Environmental Protection, Department of
Economic Opportunity, Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission and applicable

water management districts. The teams
conducted onsite reviews to assess the
projects’ merits and contributions to the goals
of the program, including:
• Protect valuable agricultural lands;
• Continue agricultural production using
sustainable agricultural practices;
• Provide reasonable protection of the
environment without interfering with
agricultural operations; and
• Protect natural resources.
The list, divided into three tiers, with Tier
1 being the highest priority, was developed
by the technical review teams based on the
evaluations. It was approved by the Selection
Committee on November 15, 2013, and by
the Acquisition and Restoration Council
(ARC) on December 13, 2013.
To view the list, click here: http://
sharepoint.dep.state.fl.us/PublicNotices/
Lists/Calendar/Attachments/1003/012214_
BOT-Attachment-3.pdf
The RFLPP was created in 2001 with
the goal of acquiring perpetual agricultural
conservation easements that ensure lands
will be preserved in agricultural use while
providing for the protection of natural
resources. The initial acquisition list consisted
of 35 projects and was approved by the
Board of Trustees on April 28, 2009. The
most recent acquisition was approved by the
Board of Trustees on November 19, 2013.
Currently, more than 5,000 acres of land is
protected as part of the RFLPP.
During the 2013 session, the Florida
Legislature designated an additional
$11.1 million to support the RFLPP. This
funding will be used to acquire conservation
easements for projects listed in the approved
2014 RFLPP Prioritized Acquisition List.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

A public hearing on each petition as described below will be conducted by the
Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday, February 4, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. or
as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard during the course of action. The
hearing will be held in the County Commissioner’s Meeting Room, The Levy
County Courthouse, 355 South Court Street, Bronson, Florida. The Board of
County Commissioners are not bound to consider the petitions in the order listed
in this notice. Any of these petitions may be considered as soon as the meeting
commences.
SE 3-13 Melba Tillis, petitioning the board for a Special Exception to allow a Private
Family Cemetery, on a parcel of land located on a parcel of land in the NW 1/4 of
the SW 1/4 of Section 31, Township 11 S, Range 16E, Levy County. Said parcel
contains 42.98 acres more or less and is located in an “ARR” Agriculture/Rural
Residential zone. Situs Address: 10351 NE 10th Avenue, Chiefland, FL. 32626
SEA 1-13 Joseph Florentine, petitioning the board for a Special Exception
Amendment to SE 1- 06, to allow an additional 16 RV spaces to Cedar Key RV
Resort Phase 2, located on Parcel 2, Part of the NE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section
35, Township 14S, Range 13E and a Part of the W 1/2 of the NW 1/4 of the SW 1/4
of Section 36, Township14S, Range 13E, Levy County. Said parcel contains 3.79
acres (portion of 6.08 acres) more or less and is located in an “FRR” Forestry/Rural
Residential zone.
CU 1-13 Ken Schwiebert, Devil’s Den, LC, petitioning the board for a Conditional
Use Permit to allow Outdoor Commercial Recreation, on a parcel of land located
in the SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 less East 25’ for RD R/W, in Section 26, Township 12S,
Range 18E, Levy County. Said parcel contains 37.93 acres more or less and is
located in an “ARR” Agriculture/Rural Residential. AKA “Devil’s Den.”
Copies of said petition with complete legal descriptions and subsequent staff
reports will be available for review at the Levy County Development Department.
For Information call 352- 486-5203. Interested parties may appear at the meeting
and be heard regarding the proposed petitions. Any person requiring reasonable
accommodations to participate in this meeting should contact the County
Commissioners Administration Office at 352-486-5218.
SHOULD ANY AGENCY OR PERSON DECIDE TO APPEAL ANY DECISION
MADE BY THE BOARD
WITH RESPECT TO ANY
MATTER
CONSIDERED
AT
SUCH
MEETING,
A RECORD OF THE
PROCEEDING,
AND
FOR SUCH PURPOSE,
A VERBATIM RECORD
OF THE PROCEEDING
IS REQUIRED, WHICH
RECORD
INCLUDES
THE TESTIMONY AND
EVIDENCE UPON WHICH
THE APPEAL IS TO BE
BASED.
Pub.: Jan. 23, 30, 2014.
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OPINION

The Inequality Bogeyman

thomas sowell
Creators Syndicate

to give us incentives to produce real things -- goods and services.
Those goods and services are the real “wealth of nations,” as Adam Smith titled his treatise on
economics in the 18th century.
During a recent lunch in a restaurant, someone complimented
Yet when the intelligentsia discuss such things as the historic fortunes of people like John
my wife on the perfume she was wearing. But I was wholly
D. Rockefeller, they usually pay little -- if any -- attention to what it was that caused so
unaware that she was wearing perfume, even though we had
many millions of people to voluntarily turn their individually modest sums of money over to
been in a car together for about half an hour, driving to the
Rockefeller, adding up to his vast fortune.
restaurant.
What Rockefeller did first to earn their money was find ways to bring down the cost of
My sense of smell is very poor. But there is one thing I can
producing and distributing kerosene to a fraction of what it had been before his innovations.
smell far better than most people -- gas escaping. During my
This profoundly changed the lives of millions of working people.
years of living on the Stanford University campus, and walking
Before Rockefeller came along in the 19th century, the ancient saying, “The night cometh
back and forth to work at my office, I more than once passed a
when no man can work” still applied. There were not yet electric lights, and burning kerosene
faculty house and smelled gas escaping. When there was nobody
for hours every night was not something that ordinary working people could afford. For many
home, I would leave a note, warning them.
millions of people, there was little to do after dark, except go to bed.
When walking past the same house again a few days later, I could see where the utility
Too many discussions of large fortunes attribute them to “greed” -- as if wanting a lot of
company had been digging in the yard -- and, after that, there was no more smell of gas
money is enough to cause other people to hand it over to you. It is a childish idea, when you stop
escaping. But apparently the people who lived in these homes had not smelled anything.
and think about it -- but who stops and thinks these days?
These little episodes have much wider implications. Most of us are much better at some
The transfer of money was a zero-sum process. What increased the wealth of society was
things than at others, and what we are good at can vary enormously from one person to another. Rockefeller’s cheap kerosene that added hundreds of hours of light to people’s lives annually.
Despite the preoccupation -- if not obsession -- of intellectuals with equality, we are all very
Edison, Ford, the Wright brothers, and innumerable others also created unprecedented
unequal in what we do well and what we do badly.
expansions of the lives of ordinary people. The individual fortunes represented a fraction of the
It may not be innate, like a sense of smell, but differences in capabilities are inescapable,
wealth created.
and they make a big difference in what and how much we can contribute to each other’s
Even those of us who create goods and services in more mundane ways receive income
economic and other well-being. If we all had the same capabilities and the same limitations, one that may be very important to us, but it is what we create for others, with our widely varying
individual’s limitations would be the same as the limitations of the entire human species.
capabilities, that is the real wealth of nations.
We are lucky that we are so different, so that the capabilities of many other people can cover
Intellectuals’ obsession with income statistics -- calling envy “social justice” -- ignores vast
our limitations.
differences in productivity that are far more fundamental to everyone’s well-being. Killing the
One of the problems with so many discussions of income and wealth is that the intelligentsia goose that lays the golden egg has ruined many economies.
are so obsessed with the money that people receive that they give little or no attention to what
Thomas Sowell is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University, Stanford, CA
causes money to be paid to them, in the first place.
94305. His website is www.tsowell.com. To find out more about Thomas Sowell and read features
The money itself is not wealth. Otherwise the government could make us all rich just by
by other Creators Syndicate columnists and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at
printing more of it. From the standpoint of a society as a whole, money is just an artificial device www.creators.com. COPYRIGHT 2014 CREATORS.COM

Michelle Malkin
Creators Syndicate

The US Chamber of Commerce Versus America

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is a politically entrenched
synod of special interests. These fat cats do not represent the
best interests of American entrepreneurs, American workers,
American parents and students, or Americans of any race,
class or age who believe in low taxes and limited government.
The chamber’s business is the big business of the Beltway, not
the business of mainstream America.
If you are a business owner who believes your country
should strictly and consistently enforce its borders and deport
illegal immigrants who violate the terms of their visas, the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce doesn’t represent you.
If you are a worker who believes the feds should punish
illegal aliens who use fake documents to obtain jobs instead
of rewarding them with “legal status,” the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce doesn’t champion you.
If you are a parent or educator who opposes top-down
federal education schemes such as Common Core that
undermine local control, dumb down rigorous curricula and
threaten family privacy while enriching big business and
lobbying groups, the U.S. Chamber od Commerce doesn’t
speak for you.
If you are a taxpayer who has had enough of crony
capitalism and publicly funded bailouts of failing
corporations, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce doesn’t work
for you.
Last year, the chamber poured more than $52 million
into K Street lobbying efforts on behalf of illegal alien
amnesty, Fed Ed Common Core programs and increased
federal spending. This year, chamber bigwigs are paving
the perilous pathway to GOP capitulation. The left hardly
needs to lift a finger against tea party candidates and activists
who are bravely challenging the big government status quo.

The chamber has already
volunteered to spend $50
million subsidizing the
Republican incumbency
protection racket and
attacking anti-establishment
conservatives.
Allow me to say, “I told you
so.” In 2010, when President
Barack Obama hypocritically
attacked the chamber for
accepting “foreign donations”
just before the midterm
elections, many on the right
rushed to the group’s side. But as I warned then, the purported
enemy of my enemy is ... sometimes my worst enemy. Barely
three months after their Kabuki campaign fight, Obama and
the chamber had already kissed and made up.
The chamber joined hands with the American Federation
of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations on a
joint campaign to support Obama’s increased government
infrastructure and spending proposals, stuffed with Big
Labor payoffs.
The chamber is one of the staunchest promoters of mass
illegal immigration, and joined with the AFL-CIO and
American Civil Liberties Union to oppose immigration
enforcement measures.
The chamber opposed E-verify and sued Arizona over its
employer sanctions law.
The chamber supported a pro-Obamacare, pro-TARP,
pro-stimulus, pro-amnesty Democrat in Arizona over his
free-market GOP challenger.
The chamber supported the George W. Bush/Obama
TARP, the Bush/Obama auto bailout and the billion-dollar,
pork-stuffed stimulus.

This isn’t about letting the best ideas and businesses
thrive. It’s about picking winners and losers. It’s about
“managing” competition and engineering political outcomes
under the guise of stimulating the economy and supporting
“commerce.” What’s in it for the statist businesses that go
along for the ride with Obama and his team of corruptocrats?
Like they say in the Windy City: It’s all about the boodle
-- publicly subsidized payoffs meted out to the corruptocrats’
friends and special interests.
In the case of Common Core, the chamber has made
common cause with the left-wing, corporate-bashing Center
for American Progress in a new Baptists and Bootleggers
coalition. They are seemingly strange bedfellows who both
profit from increased federal government intervention.
For giant corporate publishers, such as Pearson and other
big-business ventures backed by the chamber, it’s all about
cashing in on the public schools’ Common Core captive
guinea pigs in testing, teaching, data collection and data
analysis.
For big government advocacy groups, such as CAP, it’s all
about diminishing state, local and parental control over local
education and curricular decisions; expanding Washington’s
regulatory reach into the classroom; and ensuring the
perpetuation of the Fed Ed bureaucracy.
When businesses get in the government handout line,
it’s not a “public-private partnership.” It’s corporate welfare.
Venture socialism. Whatever you call it, it stinks as much
under Democrat administrations as it does under Republican
ones.
Always beware of Washington business-boosters wearing
false free-market facades.
Michelle Malkin is the author of “Culture of Corruption:
Obama and his Team of Tax Cheats, Crooks and Cronies”
(Regnery 2010). Her e-mail address is malkinblog@gmail.com.
COPYRIGHT 2014 CREATORS.COM

Letter to the Editor
Editor’s Note: The following letter was delivered by the author
The Journal also reports that a spokesman for the atheist
to each of the Levy County Commissioners and then to the Levy says their application is a question of legality and that
the U.S. Constitution will come into play; that the First
County Journal for publication.
Amendment to the Constitution allows free speech, freedom
of religion and freedom of the Press. This interpretation is
To:
misleading and causes confusion.
Levy Board of County Commissioners
More specifically, the First Amendment reads: “Congress
Ryan Bell, Chairman; Mike Joyner; Danny Stevens; Chad
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
“Cracker” Johnson; and John Meeks.
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
Opposition to Atheist Application for Monument
peaceably to assemble and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.” We read this to say that a restriction is
Gentlemen:
placed on the U.S. Congress, not a requirement that compels
The January 23, 2014 issue of The Levy County Journal
Congress to guaranty or allow certain religious beliefs which
reports you will act on February 4 regarding the petition
are offensive to other religious beliefs. Was it President
by an atheist group to allow a monument. The Journal
reports the atheists say they do not want to get into a debate Ronald Reagan who said the Constitution was not to protect
the Government from the People, but to protect the People
about religion. My wife and I feel the very nature of their
application begs the question of religion. Does the group fear from the Government?
Amendment 10 to the U.S. Constitution reads:
God whom they say does not exist?
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“The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved
to the States respectively, or to the people.” We feel the
Constitution is silent on the questions raised by their
application, and thus it is for the people to decide.
Like it or not, our Constitution has put you in the
position of speaking on behalf of the people. This is another
opportunity you have, as you have so frequently done
before, of speaking on behalf of the people of Levy County
and agreeing to deny the atheist’s petition. This is again
an opportunity for you to stand for God given values, and
avoid the gradual erosion, little step by little step, of those
cherished values which have made our Nation great.
Yours Very Truly,
Kenneth Cross /s/
Daphine Cross /s/
Chiefland, Florida
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Journal Fends Off Attacks by Media Giant continued from page 1A
when two county commissioners dared to make a motion and
a second to that motion, naming the Levy County Journal as the
newspaper of record for the county.
Ten Broeck stood at the front of the county commission
room and thundered that Andrews was trying to convince
commissioners to allow him to publish the delinquent property
tax list. Ten Broeck described the delinquent property tax list
a government subsidy and suggested Andrews was so poorly
managing the Journal that he needed a government handout.
The truth of the matter is that Ten Broeck’s comments were
a case of the pot calling the kettle black. Ten Broeck’s sister
newspaper in Citrus County, the Citrus County Chronicle, has
been publishing the delinquent tax roll in that county for decades.
One county tax collector employee in the tax collector’s office said
the Chronicle has published the delinquent tax roll for the 23
years she has worked there.
Using Ten Broeck’s logic, it would stand to reason that if what
he was saying about Andrews was true, then the Citrus County
Chronicle is being so badly managed that for decades its publisher
has sought a county subsidy from the Citrus County Commission
in the form of publishing the delinquent tax list. Nothing could be
further from the truth in either case.
The truth is that the state requires counties to publish the
delinquent property tax list in order to ensure that the public sees
the list of properties that are delinquent. The state has created a
process for the county to advertise those parcels in a newspaper
of general circulation. It is called the delinquent property tax roll.
The process allows bidders to purchase tax certificates and later
tax deeds that can later be redeemed when the property owner
actually pays their taxes. The process allows the county to recoup
its money and bidders can make a few dollars. The Levy County
Commission and Citrus County Commission have the discretion
to decide who can publish the delinquent tax roll based on criteria
set by the state.
Neither the Levy County Journal nor the Citrus County
Chronicle are doing anything wrong by seeking the county’s
business, but Ten Broeck was suggesting that Andrews was using

some type of ploy to get the delinquent tax list.
Further complicating the issue are the journalistic ethics
involved in being a reporter who writes a column of opinion about
the elected officials being covered in regular news stories. The
readers are being asked to believe that Lou Jones has somehow
kept her objectivity as a reporter while using opinion columns to
criticize commissioners who aren’t doing what she wants them to
do. In the Jan. 23 issue, she added Andrews to the list of attack
victims.
It is a problem for our commissioners when they have to face
the thought of Jones writing thinly-disguised columns of opinion
as articles of fact concerning actions they have taken and then
have to face their constituents who actually believe what she has
written.
It creates additional problems for the Journal because Jones
writes for a mega media corporation known as Landmark Media
Enterprises LLC, formerly known as Landmark Communications
Inc., who attempted without success in the past to crush any
competitors like the Journal who refused to sell out to Landmark
and would not bend to their attacks.
A case in point was the 2010 election when Jones went after
then County Commissioner Nancy Bell with all manner of
allegations that cast Bell in a bad light. Jones wrote the columns
of opinions while she was working as a reporter covering Bell as
a county commissioner, an ethical conflict that Jones obviously
ignored. Bell lost the election.
The truth is that if the Citizen can use aggressive and
deceptive forms of journalism to intimidate and control county
commissioners, it can have great influence on how county
commissioners vote and whether they can survive politically
during elections. There is a price tag associated with this type
of journalism. Commissioners who don’t bend to the will of
a Landmark publication take a beating in print. Newspaper
publishers who don’t bend also find themselves facing the same
point of a razor sharp political knife. Andrews refuses to bend to
the intimidation of a mega news media corporation trying to drive
him out of business.

The Journal attempts to report the news as news should be
reported. Its only reporter does not write a political column
criticizing the commissioners he covers because he knows that
would be unethical. The Citizen on the other hand is using
different journalistic ethics which were apparent when the
newspaper purposefully cast Andrews in a false light in print
with a so-called news story that misstated facts and presented the
Journal Publisher in a defamatory manner.
It is true that the Journal would like to be restored back to the
original status of official newspaper of record. The Journal has
been in business since 1923 and we strive to represent the values
of the Levy County people and report the news without bias. We
are deeply rooted in the soil of Levy County and you won’t have
to fly to Norfolk, Virginia to find the publisher of the Journal. You
can find him in his home county of Levy County. He has lived
here for 71 years and never plans to live anywhere else. The Levy
County Journal is a most established newspaper in the county
having published county legal advertising and delinquent tax lists
for many decades before the Chiefland Citizen was purchased
by the Virginia-based Landmark in 1999. We deserve to be the
newspaper of record and we don’t apologize for writing fair and
balanced news stories, but we will defend ourselves publicly in
clearly marked commentaries when attacked by the Citizen. We
think such a defense is appropriate in this newspaper in light of
the aggressiveness of the Citizen in attacking the Journal and its
publisher Andy Andrews.
The only true and correct issue here is providing county legal
information in one place, the Levy County Journal, as it was
originally. Going after the publisher is just changing the story
to the politics of personal attacks. The people of Levy County
should be able to find their legal records in one newspaper of
record, the Levy County Journal. The Levy County Journal is
the only newspaper archived at the University of Florida as the
newspaper of record for Levy County in their Florida Digital
Newspaper program (http://ufdc.ufl.edu/fdnl1 ). It is our
reputation and that is the real issue.

Celebrated Author Patrick Smith Has Passed On

Pulitzer Prize and Noble Prize-nominated author, and Merritt Island resident, Patrick Smith
passed away today at a nursing home on Merritt Island at the age of 87. Smith was born in
Mendenhall, Miss and moved to Florida in 1966. His work as an author was nominated three times
for the Pulitzer Prize and once for the Noble Prize for Literature.
Smith received the Governor’s “Great Floridian” award last year, which is presented to men and
women who have made significant contributions to the progress and welfare of Florida.
Smith is a 1999 inductee into the Florida Artists Hall of Fame, which is the highest and most
prestigious cultural honor that can be bestowed upon an individual by the state of Florida. A native
of Mendenhall, Mississippi, he holds a B.A. degree and a Master’s degree in English from the
University of Mississippi. He moved to Florida in 1966.
In May 2002 Smith was the recipient of the Florida Historical Society’s Fay Schweim Award
as the “Greatest Living Floridian.” The one-time-only award was established to honor the one
individual who has contributed the most to Florida in recent history.
Smith is the author of seven novels: The River Is Home, The Beginning, Forever Island, Angel
City, Allapattah, A Land Remembered, and The Seas That Mourn, and a story collection, A white
Deer. He is also co-author of the non- fiction book The Last Ride and author of the non-fiction book
In Search of The Russian Bear.
Previous honors include: Tebeau Prize for A Land Remembered as the Most Outstanding
Historical Novel, Florida Historical Society, 1986; Outstanding Author Award, Council for
Florida Libraries, 1986; Communications Achievement Award, Space Coast Writers Guild, 1987;
Communications Achievement Award, Toastmasters International, 1987; Environmental Writer’s
Award, Florida Audubon Society, 1987; Florida Today Best Writer Award, 1987, 1990, 1992; Medal
of Honor, National Society of Daughters of the American Revolution, 1988; Order of the South
Award, Southern Academy of Letters, Arts and Sciences, 1996; Florida Ambassador of the Arts
Award, Florida Department of State, 1996; the first Florida Cracker Heritage Award, presented for
outstanding contribution to Florida Cracker pioneer heritage, Florida Cracker Trail Association,
1997; Lifetime Achievement Award, Lee County Reading Festival, Fort Meyers, 2001; Florida
Literary Legend Award, Florida Heritage Book Festival, St. Augustine, 2008.
In 1997, the Florida Historical Society created a new annual award, the Patrick D. Smith Florida
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Literature Award, in his honor.
By an act of the 2006 Florida Legislature, a section of a major highway, SR 520 running from
East Merritt Island across the Banana River to Cocoa Beach, was named the Patrick D. Smith
Causeway.
Commissioner of Agriculture Adam H. Putnam issued the following statement regarding the
passing of Smith, best known for his novel, A Land Remembered:
“In a warm, accessible way, Patrick Smith told the Florida story. His story of the courage, greed,
love and loss in the swamps and glades of our state will be a Florida classic for many decades to
come.
“It has been shared with newcomers, is still required reading in many schools and is equally
enjoyed by multigenerational families who feel his story is part theirs. A Land Remembered began
the conversation between the ranching community and the environmental groups who discovered,
through the MacIvey clan’s story, common ground that endures to this day.”
There will be a small private family service and burial. A Celebration of Life service will be held
at Eastern Florida State College in Cocoa, where he worked (then Brevard Community College) for
26 years.

Computer
tips
Valentine’s Day Online
Shopping Ideas
February will soon be here, and
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner.
When thinking about shopping online
for this lover’s holiday, we think red roses,
lovable teddy bears, a special necklace
or bracelet, and of course sweetheart
chocolates. While traditional gifts are
always welcome, you can also think outside
the box. Your computer can provide you
with even more ideas than those mentioned
above. Here are some additional ways to
send an unforgettable message to that
special someone that will show them just
how much they mean to you.
Another very popular, cost effective
and fun way to put a smile on your loved
one’s face is by surprising them with a
personalized E-Card. There are many
different sites that can provide E-Card’s
for all kinds of personalities. Some provide
sentimental music, sweet poetry, or
even funny cartoons to make you laugh.
E-Cards are a great way to bring a moment
of humor into what is normally a busy day.
For something more personal, try using
Microsoft Office to create a collage of you
and your Valentine to post on each other’s
Facebook or other social networking pages.
Or print it out and place in a beautiful
Valentine’s Day photo frame as a one
of a kind keepsake. When it comes to
photographs, the gifting possibilities are
endless due to the special printing options
at places like Walgreen’s Photo Lab. For
special photo deals that are sure to impress
your sweetheart this Valentine’s Day, one
available site is http://photo.walgreens.
com/walgreens/storepage/storePageId=SO
Another great way to show that special
someone how much you love them is to
surprise them with an intimate meal or
special dish that you found online. Instead
of dinner reservations at the same old

Ask About our
GWC Pro Care
Total Technology
solutions!

www.levyjournalonline.com

restaurant, and eating the same meal, try
looking up a few simple-to-make, but
sure-to-impress recipes online. There
are many tried and true recipe websites,
such as http://allrecipes.com , http://
www.foodnetwork.com/holidays-andparties/photos/romantic-valentinesday-menu-for-two.html , and http://
www.cookingchanneltv.com/recipes/
valentines-day-dinner-recipes.html , just
to name a few. There are many more that
are available, with amazing pictures that
may wet you whistle and be just the thing
you are looking to make for your special
someone.
After you finish enjoying your home
cooked meal or shared your special
dish, end your Valentine’s Day Date by
snuggling on the couch to watch a movie of
your choice, like a romantic comedy. Using
your computer, check out downloadable
shows or movies from sites such as Netflix
(www.netflix.com), Hulu (www.hulu.com),
Red Box Instant (www.redboxinstant.
com/ ) or Vudu (www.vudu.com) (some
charges may apply) to pick out something
you both will enjoy. If you have a Netflix
ready device such as an Xbox 360 or even a
Wii console, you may be able to watch the
movie of your choice on your television set
to better enjoy every moment.
Now you are fully prepared to spend less,
impress more, and be able to really enjoy
a special night with that special someone
without ever having to leave the comfort
of your own home. So break out the
computer, pull up that search engine and
get creative. This year there are no limits to
what you can do to make this Valentine’s
Day something you both will not forget.
For further suggestions or questions, feel
free to contact us at any time.

Gator Works
ComputinG
352-493-1006

www.gatorworks.com 4 WEST PARK
AVENUE, CHIEFLAND, FL 32626
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Dept. of Public Safety Firefighter I Training

The Levy County Department of Public Safety (LCDPS) Firefighter I class continues to
be a success. This program is made possible by the County fire assessment program.
Firefighters from all fire departments in the county are afforded this free training
conducted by Levy County Department of Public Safety. Students in this class represent
Chiefland Fire Department, Williston Fire Department, Bronson Fire Department, and
Inglis Fire Department at no cost to the cities.
Pictured here are recruits preparing for the final practical portion of the class, sometimes
referred to as a circuit drill. This drill measures the ability to carry out the basic tactics. These
basic tactics include successful completion of: donning proper personal protective equipment,
use of a charged hose, ladder evolution, tool carry, search and rescue, and a victim drag in
twelve (12) minutes or less. These are just some of the skills that the recruits have learned
during the Fire One class held at the new LCDPS Complex.
Students who successfully complete the Firefighter I curriculum standard are able to
operate in an Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health (IDLH) environment as Volunteer
Firefighters.
If you are interested in being part of a future class and learning life saving skills or
volunteering contact: Levy County Department of Public Safety; 352/486-5209.
— submitted

Chiefland City Commission Rejects Otter Creek Water Deal continued from page 1A

The town attempted to buy water from the town of Bronson
last year, but Bronson backed away from the deal too. Bronson
Clerk Kelli Brettel said Otter Creek wanted to purchase the
water at a lower price than what the town’s biggest customers
pay – the courthouse, sheriff’s office and school board.
“It was hard to sell them bulk water at less than what we
charge our biggest customers,” she said.
Price had been a big issue with Chiefland as well, but Otter
Creek finally agreed to pay 125 percent of what Chiefland
customers pay. Chiefland has a policy that requires out of
town customers to pay the mark up.
But it appeared the agreement might be in trouble right
from the start at the Chiefland commission meeting. Mayor
Teal Pomeroy and Commissioner Rollin Hudson said the

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT
OF ORDINANCE
NO. 2014-01
BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
OF LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the proposed
Ordinance approving a rezoning
from
Moderate Intensive Commercial (C-3) to Rural
Residential 2 (RR-2), located in Williston
Highlands Unit 9, Block G, Lots 5 and 6 in
Section 2, Township 13 South, Range 18 East,
will be considered for enactment by the Levy
County Board of County Commissioners, at
a public hearing on Tuesday, February 4,
2014 at 9:00 a.m or as soon thereafter as the
same may be heard, in the Board of County
Commissioners Meeting Room, Levy County
Courthouse, Bronson, Florida. Copies of said
Ordinance may be inspected by any member
of the public at the Ofﬁce of the Board of
County Commissioners located at 355 S.
Court Street, Bronson, Florida, during regular
business hours or contact by phone at (352)
486-5217. On the date, time and place ﬁrst
above-mentioned, all interested persons
may appear and be heard with respect to the
proposed Ordinance.
ORDINANCE NO. 2014-01
AN ORDINANCE OF LEVY COUNTY,
FLORIDA, APPROVING A REZONING
FOR DAVID G. MYLER, BLUE GROTTO
PROPERTY LLC,
REZONING TWO
ACRES MORE OR LESS LOCATED IN
WILLISTON HIGHLANDS SUBDIVISION
IN THE WILLISTON MUNICIPAL SERVICE
DISTRICT, LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA,
FROM
MODERATELY
INTENSIVE
COMMERCIAL (C-3) TO SINGLE-FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL RURAL (RR-2), PETITION
CZ 1-13; PROVIDING FOR EXCLUSION
FROM CODIFICATION; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
All persons are advised that, if they decide
to appeal any decisions made at this public
hearing, they will need a record of the
proceedings and, for such purpose, they may
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon which the
appeal is to be based.
Any person requiring reasonable
accommodations to participate in this meeting
should contact the County Commissioner’s
Ofﬁce at (352) 486-5218.
Pub.: Jan. 23, 30, 2014.

community members they spoke to were opposed to selling
water to Otter Creek.
Commissioners Betty Walker and Chris Jones had serious
reservations about selling water to a town that had not
determined whether it could secure a large enough state
grant to pay for the 12-mile pipeline to Chiefland. Baris
said the town had indications it would receive a grant/
loan combination, but they said the size of the grant would
determine whether the town could afford the project. Otter
Creek was offering to pay for the entire pipeline from Otter
Creek to Chiefland.
Commissioners were concerned about whether the town
would eventually default on the contract and what that would
mean for Chiefland. They wondered if Chiefland would be
forced to continue providing water if the county commission
didn’t assume control of the water system. State law requires
the county to assume control of drinking water systems if the
owner abandons them.
“That’s my biggest fear,” said Jones. If they can’t carry out
their end of the deal, that we are not liable.”
Baris said the town would have to determine what it could
get in the way of a grant before it could determine if it would
be able to bear the costs involved in building the pipeline to
Chiefland.
Otter Creek currently has 72 water accounts. He said the
grant would have to cover most of the costs. But most of the
city commission was uneasy with the proposal to approve a
contract for selling water to Otter Creek without knowing
whether the town could afford to pay for the project.
On the flip side, Chiefland Attorney Norm Fugate said he
doubted the town could get financing if it didn’t have contract
approval in advance.
But the insecurity about selling water to Otter Creek
without knowing if the town could afford to pay the monthly
water bill seemed to bother commissioners as much as
anything.
Barron suggested adding language to the contract that
relieved Chiefland of any responsibility for operating the
Otter Creek water system if Otter Creek could not uphold its
end of the contract, but her suggestion didn’t give her fellow
commissioners a better feel for the agreement.

Hudson was also unhappy about a provision in the contract
that would require Chiefland to pay $230 per month for three
fire hydrants that would be installed in the southern part of
the city along the new line. He questioned why Chiefland
should be paying anything for a water line that Otter Creek
was building.
Commissioners were also not excited about selling
only 12,000 gallons per day to Otter Creek, which has a
population of about 134 people. Barron wanted to add a
provision in the contract that would require the town to
purchase enough water that would prevent stagnation in the
line.
Retired Chiefland realtor Charley King was part of the
discussion. King made it clear he was opposed to selling water
to Otter Creek. He said he could not believe the commission
was contemplating approval of the contract without knowing
whether grant financing would be available. He was also
concerned about the potential for Otter Creek to default on its
end of the bargain.
“I vote no,” he said in a loud voice from the front row of the
audience.
Hudson was also concerned about having to provide an
ample supply of water to Otter Creek during a water shortage.
Hudson said he could just imagine what critics would say if
the city had to continue pumping water to Otter Creek in a
water shortage. He said people would be critical of the city for
selling water to a neighboring town.
King summed up his feelings about the water deal.
“With all the discussion I have heard, is there a benefit to
the Chiefland taxpayers?” he said.
The answer was that Chiefland would make “a little money”
from the sale of water and it would receive about $300,000 of
water transmission line free of charge from the town of Otter
Creek. The town’s residents would also have paid a higher
water bill than Chiefland residents.
But the answers didn’t make the uneasiness go away and
the votes weren’t there for approval. Jones summed up what
appeared to be the prevailing sentiment among the four
commissioners opposed to the contract.
“My biggest problems are the unforeseen circumstances,”
Jones said.

School District Unveils Cost Saving Wellness Center in Bronson for Employees continued from page 1A

route and open up a wellness center
and try to control those costs,” Hastings
said.
Faced with a big increase in
premiums the school district decided to
go the self-funding route and implement
a wellness center for cost control.
Hastings said other school districts
have used the same approach and
achieved cost reductions. The higher
the number of people who enroll in the
wellness center the greater the savings
and the lower the premiums.
The superintendent said he knows of
one employee who takes 15 prescription
medications. That person can now get
10 of those prescriptions at no charge
if he or she is willing to accept generic
medications.
“Every claim that walks through that School Board member Chris Cowart stands in one of the patient examination
door is a claim that is not filed against rooms at the wellness center.
medications to patients.
our health insurance,” Hastings said.
Donna Turner, coordinator of benefits and risk
The school board used its maintenance crew headed by Ted
management for the school board, said school board officials
Alexander to convert the home into a wellness center. The
were excited about the positive response from employees. They
property is part of the 80-acre school site purchased by the
had been concerned that Cedar Key and Williston employees
school board for Bronson Middle High School. The home
might be unwilling to drive to Bronson for their medical care.
came with the property.
School board officials had rented out the home. The interior They were wrong.
“They are excited to come here at no cost,” she said.
of the home was in ruins when Alexander was assigned the
The wellness center is for employees, dependents and
task for redesigning it for a wellness center.
retired employees covered by the school board’s health
One room in the building will contain prescription
insurance policy.
drugs. The wellness center has a pharmacist, but the doctors
Participation in the wellness center is voluntary.
are certified to act as pharmacists when they dispense
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WES 5th Graders Perform for Winter Holiday

Santa (Bryon Dotson) chats with Elfis (Carter Boyd) as the elves – Kaia Monette, Chase
Eschbach and Veronica Houser – look on.

Playing “Silent Night” with their handbells are Victoria Dosey, Rachel Pickell, Sarah Dykstra,
Maclayne McGowan and Allison Liles.

By Lisa Statham Posteraro

Los Posados in Mexico; the African-American festival of Kwanzaa; Chanukah, also in the
United States; gift-wrapping in an American shopping mall; and a nativity scene.
Elvis had left the building, but his reincarnation showed up in “Elfis and the Elves Get ‘All
Of course, the musical selections helped tell the story as when a group performs the “Gift
Shook Up’!” Before school was dismissed for the winter holidays, the six 5th grade classes at
Wrap Rap” and a bell choir plays “Silent Night.” The travelers return with so much holiday
Williston Elementary School, directed by music teacher Sally Throckmorton, put on this fun- cheer, the play ends with the “Santa Claus Rock,” complete with girls in poodle skirts
filled PTO production for the enjoyment of the staff and student body as well as the families. dancing!
The plot? Elfis asks Santa if he can borrow his magic sleigh to travel to places far and
The final PTO production will feature the WES 3rd graders and will be held in the late
wide. Their travels take them to various winter celebrations in different parts of the world:
spring.

Williston Celebrates Students of the Month
January 2014 Williston Central Christian Academy – 4th
Grade
Student: Anthony Piccirello
Teacher: Sheryl Randolph
Parent(s)/Guardian(s): Tony and Shayna Piccirello
Anthony Piccirello came to Williston Central Christian
Academy this year as a new student at the very beginning
of the 2nd nine-week period. By the end of the first week
in our class, it felt as if he had been with us all year long.
He blended in with the rest of the class seamlessly and has
been a welcome addition. Anthony deserves the honor of
student of the month for many reasons. First, he always tries
to do his best work in all subjects – those that come easily
and those that require more effort. Anthony also shows a
lot of discernment that is not typical for a student his age.
He makes good decisions and serves as an excellent example
to his classmates, often thinking of others before himself.
Finally, Anthony shows respect for others at all times and is
a willing helper. We are very lucky to have him as a part of
our class.
December 2013 Joyce Bullock Elementary School
Student: Grace Dola
Teacher: Jennifer Martin
Parent(s)/Guardian(s): Frank and Jennifer Dola
Grace is an excellent student and a huge help in my
classroom. She is making great gains in her reading this year.
She is also willing to help me or any of the students in the
class. Grace puts forth excellent effort in everything she does.
She always comes into the classroom with a smile on her face
and is eager to learn. When things are hard for her she works
through them and perseveres. I am truly honored to have her
as one of my students this year.
January 2014 Williston Elementary School – 5th Grade
Student: Adam Sistrunk
Teacher: Nancy Bowman

Parent(s)/Guardian(s): Rob
and Catrina Sistrunk
While always displaying
his noticeably good nature,
Adam maintains an A average
in all subjects. He is actively
serving as a reliable and
responsible Safety Patroller at
WES. Adam is an excellent
role model for his peers and
an avid reader. He maintains
a conscientious persona
while achieving one goal
after another. Adam is most
deserving of this recognition.
January 2014 Williston
Middle School – 6th Grade
Student: Katlynn Karwan
Teacher: WMS 6th Grade
Team
Parent(s)/Guardian(s): Kyle Williston Mayor R. Gerald Hethcoat presents Student of the Month awards to from left to
right: Adam Sistrunk, Grace Dola and Anthony Piccirello
and Brandy Karwan
Katlynn is a very positive
recognition.
influence in the classroom; she continually displays respect
for herself, for others, and for the rules. Katlynn is a super
January 2014 Williston High School
hard worker, and perseveres not only to complete all of her
Student: Donte King
school work, but to go above and beyond the requirements
Teacher: Kim Nivala
of the assignments. Her work ethic is definitely to be
Parent(s)/Guardian(s): Natasha Baker
applauded. Her quality of assignments and attitude toward
My nomination for the Business Department is Donte
academic achievement remain consistent and is the driving
King. He is currently enrolled in 2 business courses and has
force of her success. Katlynn is an active contributor to class
A averages in both courses. He has already completed and
discussions where she displays impeccable manners. She is
passed several Industry Certification exams and by the end
always willing to help other students and teachers. Katlynn
of the school year he will be certified in 7 different computer
is active outside of the classroom as a member of our WMS
applications. He is polite, self-motivated, creative, intelligent,
Cheerleading squad and WMS and yearbook committee. As
and simply a good young man representing WHS.
a school leader and role model, she is highly deserving of this

Inglis Begins Clarifying Commission Powers in Personnel Matters continued from page 1A

allow individual commissioners to work with department
heads they are assigned to oversee. The department heads could
discipline their employees, but the commissioner in charge would
have to review the discipline to determine if it was appropriate
and the full city commission would have to “hold the department
head’s feet to the fire,” Bettin said.
Individual commissioners couldn’t fire a department head
without consulting the full board.
“In the past some areas were handled like fiefdoms,” said
Brettin.
Under the new guidelines all five commissioners would
essentially serve as five managers for the town commission as they
supervise the department heads, who in turn supervise the town’s
subordinate employees.
Despite the general guidelines commissioners agreed upon,
there were areas of concern that Bettin will have to sort through as
he prepares a draft for the board to review. Commissioner Sherry
Ely said some departments have two or three commissioners with
overlapping authority.
Bettin suggested leaving flexibility in the guidelines. He
will determine if there are personnel matters that should not be
discussed in an open board meeting.
The Journal was invited to the meeting because a resident had
concerns that an employee was about to be fired in an unadvertised
meeting. The allegation was that one meeting was advertised,
and the other wasn’t. Town Clerk Sally McCranie said the town
doesn’t advertise meetings. She said both meetings were posted
on a board at Town Hall in advance of the workshop and special
meeting.
The town commission met first in a workshop “to discuss
Commission role in discipline and the firing of employees.”
From that discussion commissioners were able to hammer out
the changes they would like to see in the individual powers of
commissioners and how discipline and firing matters are to be
handled.
The second meeting, a special meeting, was held to select a
new public works director. Lance Trafford was hired at a rate
of $14,500 annually, but he could get raises rapidly if he works
out and shows he is a valuable employee, said Commissioner
Andy White. Trafford works as a handyman now, but he has
considerable experience running 18 water plants in Citrus County
for Severn Trent.
Commissioners generally agreed that McCranie should be
viewed as the human resources director. Bettin noted that the
town has no city manager but McCranie functions much like
a city manager without actually being one. He wondered if
commissioners were interested in making her a city manager.
The board didn’t go along with the suggestion.

The former Inglis Police Department, which was disbanded,
was supposed to have answered to McCranie, but the department
wasn’t responsive to the clerk.
“When the police department was here, Sally was someone they
were supposed to answer to, but they didn’t see it that way,” Bettin
said.
There was discussion of the Sunshine Law, a state statute
requiring all the business of elected boards and most appointed
boards to be discussed in advertised public meetings.
White expressed concern because Ely oversees the city’s
finances and spends much of her time in a room at City Hall.
She volunteers her time, but White said he sometimes finds
himself in the presence of Ely at City Hall. He wondered if two
commissioners in the same room could give the impression of an
illegal meeting.
Another commissioner told the Journal after the meeting that
there are concerns that Ely is running for her seat in March and is
able to answer the city’s telephone and mingle with customers at
the front desk.
Ely said she felt it was a good thing for her to work on budget
and finance matters at City Hall in case an emergency arose.
“I’m just doing my job,” she said.
White wondered if it might be a good idea for commissioners to
sign their names on a sheet whenever they came into Town Hall.
“You all want to conduct yourself in a certain way,” he said.
Bettin said his understanding of what he was hearing from
commissioners is that they all had Sunshine Law concerns, but he
suggested they end the discussion.
The board then approved White’s motion to adjourn.
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Publisher Facts continued from page 1A

Internet applications;
• and online fraud and identity theft prevention solutions
for Internet users.
3) In addition, it commercializes cooperative databases
that help marketers to predict consumer behaviors.
4) Further, the company operates Franchise.com, an
online lead generation platform that helps its franchise
advertisers to reach entrepreneurs interested in buying a
franchise;
• BusinessBroker.net, a marketplace of businesses for sale
on the Internet;
• and FranchiseGator.com, an online franchise
recruitment information resource for prospective
franchisees.
Landmark Media Enterprises, LLC was formerly known
as Landmark Communications, Inc. and changed its name to
Landmark Media Enterprises, LLC in 2008. The company
was founded in 1905 and is based in Norfolk, Virginia. It
has subsidiary companies in Norfolk, Virginia; Norcross and
Atlanta, Georgia; Brewster, New York; and Portsmouth,
New Hampshire.”
Landmark Media Enterprises, LLC is the parent company
of Landmark Community Newspapers, Inc. (LCNI),
Florida Newspapers, Inc., the Chiefland Citizen, Williston
Pioneer Sun, Cedar Key Beacon, Citrus County Chronicle
and numerous other newspapers and related publications in
Florida.

History

From a small printing cooperative formed by rural
Kentucky publishers has grown a nationwide media company
with publications from Florida to Iowa and from New
Mexico to Maryland. Landmark Community Newspapers,
LLC (LCNI) traces its history to 1966, when eight smalltown publishers pooled resources to build a printing plant
in Shelbyville, Kentucky to take advantage of the growing
trend toward offset technology. Two years later, they
incorporated to become Newspapers, Inc. and began buying

other newspapers in Central Kentucky. Within five years,
Newspapers, Inc. owned 18 newspapers and four printing
plants. That drew the interest of Landmark Communications,
Inc. Landmark bought Newspapers, Inc. in September 1973.
The company kept its headquarters in Shelbyville next door
to the first printing plant. Today the company has 54 paid
newspapers in 13 states, 40 free newspapers and shoppers,
16 offset commercial printing plants, seven collegiate sports
publications, and 30 special publications such as real estate
guides and homes magazines.
LCNI owns the following newspapers.
285 HUSTLER
BRIGHTON STANDARD BLADE
CARBON VALLEY FARMER & MINER
THE CANYON COURIER
CLEAR CREEK COURANT
COLUMBINE COMMUNITY COURIER
COMMERCE CITY SENTINEL EXPRESS
FORT LUPTON PRESS
HIGH TIMBER TIMES

Florida

CEDAR KEY BEACON
CHIEFLAND CITIZEN
CITRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE
GADSDEN COUNTY TIMES
GATOR BAIT
THE OSCEOLA
REAL ESTATE NEWS CITRUS
RIVERLAND NEWS
SOUTH MARION CITIZEN
SUMTER COUNTY TIMES
THE WAKULLA NEWS
WILLISTON PIONEER SUN NEWS
WEST MARION MESSENGER

Illinois

VANDALIA LEADER-UNION

IMPORTANT TAX SAVINGS NOTICE
From The

Levy County Property Appraiser

OSBORN “Oz” BARKER

Filing Period for Tax Saving Exemptions Ends March 1st
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION - $25,000

FLORIDA LAW requires that applications be made by MARCH 1, 2014
to be eligible for this $25,000 exemption. In order to qualify for this
exemption you must:
1. Hold title to the property as of January 1, 2014
2. Reside on the property as of January 1, 2014
3. Be a LEGAL resident of the State of Florida as of January 1, 2014
You must then appear personally at the County Property Appraiser’s
Office.
PLEASE BRING THE FOLLOWING WITH YOU: Deed or Tax Bill or
something showing the legal description of the property on which you
are claiming homestead exemption: Florida Driver’s License, Social
Security Card, Florida Car Registration, Florida Voter’s Registration or
Declaration of Domicile. If not a U.S. Citizen, bring Residency (Green)
card for both husband and wife. If filing on a mobile home.

Homestead Exemption Granted for 2013
Will Automatically Be Renewed for 2014

It is no longer necessary to sign and
return a Homestead renewal card.
Except for Additional Senior Homestead
If filing for the first time, you must come
to the Property Appraiser’s Office.

1. Must be 65 years of age by January 1, 2014.
2. Annual household adjusted gross income must not
exceed $27,994 for year 2013.
3. Proof of age and income required.

Any widow/widower who is a
permanent Florida resident may claim
this exemption. If the widow/ widower
remarries, she/he is no longer eligible
and if the husband and wife were
divorced before his/her death, the
woman is not considered a widow,
nor the man a widower.If filing for the
first time, please present a Death
Certificate or other proof of your
widow/widower status.

Indiana

INSIDE INDIANA
SPENCER COUNTY JOURNAL-DEMOCRAT
MT. VERNON DEMOCRAT
PERRY COUNTY NEWS

Iowa

VOICE OF THE HAWKEYES
OPINION-TRIBUNE
RED OAK EXPRESS
Kentucky
ANDERSON NEWS
CARROLLTON NEWS-DEMOCRAT
CASEY COUNTY NEWS
THE CATS’ PAUSE
CENTRAL KENTUCKY HOMES
CENTRAL KENTUCKY NEWS-JOURNAL
CYNTHIANA DEMOCRAT
GRANT COUNTY NEWS AND EXPRESS
HENRY COUNTY LOCAL
THE KENTUCKY STANDARD
THE LARUE COUNTY HERALD-NEWS
LEBANON ENTERPRISE
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE
OLDHAM ERA
OWENTON NEWS-HERALD
PIONEER NEWS
PLG-TV
THE RECORD
SENTINEL-NEWS
SPENCER MAGNET
SPRINGFIELD SUN
STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY
TRIMBLE BANNER

Maryland

THE ADVOCATE OF ELDERSBURG &
SYKESVILLE
THE ADVOCATE OF WESTMINSTER &
FINKSBURG
THE BOWIE BLADE-NEWS
THE CAPITAL
CARROLL COUNTY REAL ESTATE GUIDE
CARROLL COUNTY TIMES
CENTRAL MARYLAND HOMES
COMMUNITY TIMES
MARYLAND GAZETTE
Nebraska
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED
New Mexico
LAS VEGAS OPTIC
LOS ALAMOS MONITOR

North Carolina

BRUNSWICK BEACON
CAROLINA BLUE

Pennsylvania

YORK ADAMS HOMES

South Carolina

CAROLINA GATEWAY
CHESTER NEWS AND REPORTER
THE LANCASTER NEWS
PAGELAND PROGRESSIVE-JOURNAL

Tennessee

ADDITIONAL SENIOR HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION

$500 WIDOWS/WIDOWERS
EXEMPTION
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4. If you do not file an IRS schedule 1040 income tax
return, then a sworn statement is required.
5 Annual statement of income from social security and
veterans administrating benefits will be accepted.
6. This is an annual application and is not automatically
renewed.

DISABLED VETERANS’
EXEMPTION

A disabled veteran who has 10% or
more war time disability is entitled
to an additional $5,000.00 beyond
Homestead Exemption. A “V.A.” letter
must accompany application, or other
acceptable record of disability.
Veterans who are totally and
permanently disabled as a result of
certain service connected disabilities
should contact the Appraiser’s Office
for determination or other special
benefits.

AGRICULTURAL
(GREENBELT) FILINGS

All owners or lessees of agricultural
lands who desire agricultural
classifications for tax purposes on
their property must file agricultural
application with the Appraiser
between January 1 and March
1. Agricultural classifications are
automatically renewed.

LAFOLLETTE PRESS
MORGAN COUNTY NEWS
ROANE COUNTY NEWS
SHOWCASE OF HOMES
THE BEST MOUNTAIN & LAKES REAL ESTATE
GUIDE

Virginia

THE BEDFORD BULLETIN
DECLARATION
THE GAZETTE
THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

CHIEFLAND MEDICAL CENTER
Caring for the health of your family
Call for an
appointment:

493-9500

PROPERTY TAX DISCOUNT FOR VETERANS AGE 65 AND OLDER WITH
COMBAT RELATED DISABILITY

A Florida veteran who is age 65 or older who is partially or totally permanently disabled shall receive a discount from
the ad valorem tax otherwise owed on homestead property the veteran owns and resides in if the disability was combat
related, and the veteran was honorably discharged upon separation from military service. The discount shall be in a
percentage equal to the percentage of the veteran’s permanent, service-connected disability as determined by the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount granted by this subsection, an applicant must submit to
the county property appraiser, by March 1, proof of residency at the time of entering military service, an official letter from
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs stating the percentage of the veteran’s service-connected disability as
combat related, and a copy of the verteran’s honorable discharge.

NON-VETERAN DISABILITY EXEMPTION
$500.00

Every Florida resident who is totally and permanently
disabled qualifies for the $500 exemption. If filing for the, first
time, present proof of the total and permanent disability by
obtaining a certificate from a licensed physician of Florida.
Residency must be as of January 1, 2014. Quadriplegics
should contact the Appraiser's Office for' special benefit
information. If blind or confined to a wheelchair, there is an
income limitation per year, including Social Security, contact
the Appraiser's Office for determination of other special
benefits. Disability forms are available at the Appraiser's
Office.

TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY EXEMPTION
$25,000

Tangible Personal Property returns must be filed no later
than April 1st. Failure to file a return will result in a penalty
and an assessment will be made as provided by Florida
Law. Tangible Personal Property includes property such as
business funiture and fixtures, machinery and equipment,
household goods, and personal effects. (Florida residents
are exempt from the tax on household goods and personal
effects in their homestead.) The deadline for charitable
and qualified non-profit organizations eligible as such
exemption is March 1st. All others must file by April 1st.

OPEN
Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon
Walk-ins Welcome!

1113 N.W. 23rd Ave.
Chiefland

(Across the parking lot from Wal-Mart)

LAIRSON
ENTERPRISES
1995 40ft Mountain
View 5th wheel, 2
slides, large living
and bath, pulls
great! $4900

:
WANTEDid
a
P
h
s
a
C
RV
for Your

727-423-1322 or 727-422-3043
25473 SE Hwy 19, Old Town, FL

Suwannee Valley

VETERINARY CLINIC

David Renaud, D.V.M. ● Kathy Bowker, D.V.M.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION IS NOT TRANSFERABLE — A
NEW APPLICATION MUST BE FILED FOR ANY CHANGES
Information will be required from all persons applying for exemptions to determine their
residency status. If Husband or Wife is filing for one or both, residency documentation will
be required for both.
We are at your service and will be most happy to assist you in any way.
Our office is located in the Levy County Courthouse. Website - www.levypa.com

Osborn “Oz” Barker

Property Appraiser -- Levy County
P.O. Drawer 100 • Bronson, Florida 32621 • (352 ) 486 - 5222

www.levyjournalonline.com

• Personal and Compassionate Care
• Preventative Care, Medicine,
Surgery & Dentistry
• Convenient Appointments
• Three Year Vaccines for Dogs
and Cats
• Early Morning Drop Off Service

EMMY
OPEN

• Finance Plans Available Through
Care Credit

352-493-4958

Mon.-Fri.
www.suwanneevalleyvet.com
8-6pm &
2580
North Young Blvd., Chiefland
Sat. 9-Noon
(Across from Mary’s Little T)
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110 Lost

115 NotICEs

125 sERVICEs

210 HELp WaNtEd

305 apts foR RENt

440 LaNd foR saLE

lost dog:
Female
Golden Retriever lost New
Years Eve night due to
noise. Reported as seen in
Bronson on Thursday Jan.
16 near the car wash. No
collar. Please call owner
at: 352-278-0572 if you see
her. 1/30Jf

aa MeetiNgs – FOR
INFORMATION
CALL
NORTH
CENTRAL
FLORIDA Intergroup Office
at: 352/949-2239 which is
also a 24-hour local hotline
number. Tfnf
--------addictioN recoVery
MeetiNg - Do you struggle
with a Drug or Alcohol
addiction? Come to our
meetings held the 1st and
3rd Thursday night of the
month at Mt. Nebo Baptist
Church 7:00 PM – Hwy. 340
in Bell, at the flashing light,
west of 129. Call 386/9352300 or Kevin Craven at
352/463-8700 or go to www.
grace-ministry.net for more
info. Tfnf
--------guardian ad litem
Be the one to advocate
for abused and neglected
children who have never
been told they are loved,
smart, strong, worthy…that
they are Somebody.
Don’t wait to be the one to
give them hope. No special
background needed. Legal
and staff support provided.
The next class starts June
12th. Orientations held
every 4th Thursday from
12-1 pm at 102 N. Main St,
Chiefland.
For more info, call 352/4936051 or go to www.gal.
alachua.fl.us.
Only 50% of children
in Levy County have an
advocate to stand up for
them. Call today – 352/4936051 Visit today – www.gal.
alachua.fl.us
Tfn Jf
--------oPeN aa MeetiNg
iN cedar Key
The
United
Methodist
Church at SR 24 and 4th
in Cedar Key is hosting an
AA meeting on Thursdays
at 7 p.m. This is an Open
Meeting. Tfnf

all seasons @ 493-4888
or 1-800-542-1028.
License # ec13001855.
tfnJb
--------all seasoNs
heatiNg & a/c
License # CAC057426
Residential & Commercial
Replacements or Upgrades
MobileHome UnitsHeat Pumps
carrier
1-800-542-1028
(352) 542-3008 or
493-4888
24 Hour/7-Day
Emergency Svc.
Call for estimate
tfnJb

Certificate with Pre-School
endorsement.
Download
application at www.chic.us
and drop off or mail to: Clyatt
House Learning Center,
3690 NW 120 St., Chiefland,
FL 32626. DFWP tfnJb
--------Preschool/toddler
teacher: fccPc or
cda certified Teacher.
Download application at
www.chlc.us and drop off
or mail to: Clyatt House
Learning Center, 3690 NW
120th St, Chiefland, FL
32626. Please include copy
of resumé and certificates.
DFWP.
--------cash Paid for juNK
cars. $300 and up. 352771-6191. 2/6Jp
--------iNforMatioN systeMs
techNiciaN
Central Florida Electric
Cooperative is seeking
an Information Systems
Technician.
IS degree
preferred or related field
with 4 years experience.
Will provide support for IS
department by installing,
configuring and troubleshooting
systems
and
associated networks. Will
also provide training and
support to system end
users.
The successful
candidate must pass
background check, physical
exam
and
drug
test.
Qualified candidates should
apply at
w w w.employ f lor ida.c om
and refer to job order
#9850244, or contact your
local Workforce Connection
office.
Inquiries
can
be
e-mailed to:
dmccall@
workforceconnectionfl.com
or call Deanna McCall at
352/493-6813, ext. 1290.
EOE/Drug Free Workplace
1/30Jb

Short drives to Williston,
Chiefland and Gainesville.
We also accept Section 8
vouchers. This institution
is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
Equal Housing Opportunity.
Florida TDD 1-800-9558771.
Rental office at
Williston Arms Apartments.
Phone (352) 528-3352.
2/27Jb
--------WillistoN
arMs
aPartMeNts - 1, 2 and
3 bedroom apartments
starting at $423 per
month. Short commute to
Gainesville and Ocala. We
accept Section 8 vouchers.
Rental assistance based
on eligibility and availability.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and
employer. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Florida TDD
1-800-955-8771.
Rental
office phone: (352) 5283352. tfn2/27Jb

Owner
Financing!
NO
DOWN PAYMENT! Total
$12,900.00 Only $132/mo.
www.LandOwnerFinancing.
com or call 352-215-1018.
1/30Jp
--------4 acres WillistoN:
Secluded country setting.
Gorgeous Oaks with cleared
homesite. Owner Financing!
NO DOWN PAYMENT! Total
$39,900.00 Only $410/mo.
www.LandOwnerFinancing.
com or call 352-215-1018.
1/30Jp

lost
dog
Near
Village
PiNes
iN
iNglis. Tan, shepherd/
mix with black on face;
about 60 lbs. Named Rebel.
Please call Sonny Arnold
at 352/447-5124. May not
come to you. Please call if
spotted. Offering reward.
2/6J

115 NotICEs

adVertiser Notice —
The Levy County Journal
does not endorse, promote
or encourage the purchase
or sale of any product or
service advertised in this
newspaper. Advertisements
are the sole responsibility
of the advertiser. The Levy
County Journal hereby
disclaims all liability for any
damage suffered as the
result of any advertisement
in this newspaper. The Levy
County Journal has the sole
authority to edit and locate
any classified advertisement
as deemed appropriate.
The Levy County Journal
reserves the right to refuse
any advertising.
--------free
PregNaNcy
tests – Confidential
Harmony Pregnancy &
Resource Center. Now open
Mon. thru Thurs. from 11 AM
to 6 PM. Call (352) 493-7773
or write to us at Harmony
Pregnancy Center, P. O. Box
2557, Chiefland, FL. tfnJf
--------al-aNoN MeetiNgs iN
WillistoN — Join us
for Al-Anon meetings on
Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
at the Midway Plaza located
at 13451 NE Highway 27
Alt. in Williston. 1-800-8511795. ftfn
--------NarcoNoN — a nonprofit
public benefit organization
that specializes in helping
people with drug or alcohol
addictions
assessments
and more than 11,000
local referrals. Call (800)
556-8885 or visit www.
drugrehab.net
---------

135 VoLUNtEER
oppoRtUNItIEs

florida’s loNg-terM
care
oMBudsMaN
PrograM
needs
volunteers to join its corps
of dedicated advocates who
protect the rights of elders
residing in nursing homes,
assisted living facilities and
adult family care homes.
The program’s local councils
are
seeking
additional
volunteers
to
identify,
investigate and resolve
residents’ concerns. Special
training and certification is
provided.
All interested individuals
who care about protecting
the health, safety, welfare
and rights of long-term care
facility residents -- who
often have no one else to
advocate for them -- are
encouraged to call toll-free
(888) 831-0404 or visit the
program’s Web site at http://
ombudsman.myflorida.com.
The local council meets
to discuss the program’s
current activities and give
the public a chance to
provide comments about
long-term
care
facility
issues. Concerned citizens
and those interested in
125 sERVICEs
volunteering are welcome to
sheds, sheds, sheds!
— We move ’em. Best price attend. tfnf
in town. 352-493-0345.
Joe’s Rollback Service.
210 HELp WaNtEd
Credit cards accepted.
fccPc or cda teacher:
TfnJp
Accepting application for the
--------new school year. Download
electrical WorK
application at www.chic.us
State certified,
and drop off or mail to: Clyatt
Dependable, Honest
House Learning Center,
Experts for any and all
3690 NW 120 St., Chiefland,
electrical needs call
FL 32626. DFWP tfnJb
--------head start teacher:
Must hold at least an A. S.
Degree in Early Childhood
Education
or
Florida
Professional
Educator

Confusion
Clarification

on submitting information
to be published in the
Levy County Journal

If you are interested in sending information to be
published for your group or to place advertising in the
Levy County Journal please remember – we are an
independent newspaper published and owned by a local
resident and we cover ALL of Levy County and have
since 1923. We are not included in the expression “all”
the papers of Levy County when giving information to
be published to someone other than the Journal.
We are ONE voice that covers ALL of Levy
County.
To reach Levy County through the Levy County
Journal – Your Locally-Owned County Paper of
Record since 1923 both in newsprint and on our
greatly viewed website, including our enlisted overseas,
please make sure to call us personally at 352/486-2312
or email us at: editor@levyjournal.com so we can
serve you well.

300 RENtaLs

cheaPer storage
FIRST Month FREE
Climate Controlled
Down from Dollar General
in Williston
352/528-0778, tfnJp

305 apts foR RENt

415 MobILE HoME
foR saLE

laNd & hoMe for sale by
Owners. Call for more info
at: (352) 318-9262. tfnJp

440 LaNd foR saLE

10 acres duNNelloN
–
Peaceful
Secluded
Country Setting! Perfect
for
Horses!
Owner
Financing!
NO
DOWN
PAYMENT
$59,900.00.
Only $525.67/mo. www.
LandOwnerFinancing.
com or call 352-215-1018.
1/30Jp
--------1 acre MorristoN:
Well sePtic & PoWer
already iNstalled!!
Cleared homesite. Nice
Neighborhood.
Owner
Financing.
No
down
Payment!
$24,900.00.
Only 256.12/mo. www.
LandOwnerFinancing.
com or call 352/215-1018.
1/30Jp
--------1 acre iN BroNsoN:
Beautifully wooded parcel!
Nice
Neighborhood.

445 WaNtEd to bUy

cash Paid for juNK
cars. $300 and up. 352771-6191. 2/6Jp

500 foR saLE

diXie
MoNuMeNts:
Serving North Central Fla.
for over a decade. Featuring
beautiful bronze, marble &
granite monuments in many
colors and styles. Choose
from 100s of designs or
let us custom design any
idea you may have! We
have the latest technology
in laser etchings and can
also inscribe final dates and
lettering at the cemetery.
Now located for your
convenience at 24347 SE
Hwy 19 in Old Town, Florida
32680. Open Tues-Fri 8-4
& Sat. 8-12 or call for afterhours appt. Toll Free 1-877542-3432 6/20/14Jb
--------BeaNie
BaBies
&
BeaNie Buddies. Large
collection - will sell as a
group or individually. Call
352-262-4169 for more
information. tfnJe
--------luMBer for sale —
Pine, cherry and cypress.
Call Sammy at (352) 9493222. ptfn

555 aUtoMobILEs

aNy juNK car – cash
paid up to $300. Free
pickup. 352-771-6191 2/6Jp

last week’s sudoku

BroNsoN Villas aNd
BroNsoN
Village
aPartMeNts - 2 bedroom
apartments with washer/
dryer hookups, outside
utility room, basic rent
$590 per month. Please
ask about rent specials.
Rental assistance based
on eligibility and availability.

Sudoku

CLASSIFIED
ADS
4 Weeks
for onLy
$20!
It’s Our Journal
20/20 Special:
Your Ad of 20 Words or
Less for 4
Consecutive Weeks,
No Changes. $20, 10¢
Each Additional Word.
Email classifieds@
levyjournal.com
Read the Levy County
Journal classifieds
24/7/365 online @
LevyJournalOnline.com

The answers for this week’s sudoku puzzle will appear in next weeks issue.

www.levyjournalonline.com
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Helping Your Fish Survive Helps You
By guest columnist amanda Nalley

Imagine for a minute you are out to sea, line wet, with about 150 feet of water separating
boat from the bottom. You feel a tug. Instinct kicks in and you want to yank up to set the
hook, but you remember that doesn’t work with circle hooks, a required gear when fishing
for reef fish like snapper and grouper in all Gulf waters and in federal waters of the Atlantic
south of 28 degrees north latitude. So you gently start reeling it in, hoping nothing eats your
catch before you can get it to the boat.
Alas, the fish surfaces, but it is too small to keep and it seems to be experiencing
barotrauma, a condition that occurs when the gases in the swim bladder expand after being
brought to the surface from depth.
STOP! The choices you make from here on can greatly impact whether or not that fish you
are about to release survives to be caught another day. Do you know what to do?
Post-release fish survival should be important to all anglers. The more fish that survive
being caught and subsequently released, the more fish there will be in general. This can
eventually mean extension of open seasons, increases in bag limits and more successful
fishing trips.
While every situation is different, there are plenty of things you can do to help maximize
the survival of fish you plan on releasing, from using wet hands when touching a fish to
holding your catch horizontally. Matching your gear to the size fish you are targeting can
help shorten the time it takes to get the fish to the boat, which can help a fish survive if
released because it will be less exhausted.
If your fish is experiencing barotrauma, time is of the essence. Barotrauma can potentially
cause injury to the internal organs as they are pushed out of the body (signs of this include
stomach protruding from mouth, intestines protruding from the anus, eyes bulging out and
bloated belly).
There are two main types of tools currently used to help relieve the effects of barotrauma.
Venting tools are hollow, sharpened devices (think a syringe without the plunger) that can be
used to release the expanded gases. Descending devices, which are used to send the fish back
down to depth, also have promise.
Until recently, it has been required to have and use venting tools when fishing for reef fish
in the Gulf, but this requirement was removed in federal waters last year and the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) voted to remove the requirement in state
waters last November. The rule change should go in effect around the end of the month.
The removal of this rule will give anglers the ability to choose the best method to
maximize survival of released fish.
For example, on a hot summer day, using a descending device might be a better option
because you are quickly returning the fish to the cooler water at the bottom.
And while venting, when done correctly can help, not all fish need to be vented.
Both tools have advantages and disadvantages.
Hit a hot spot? It is possible to vent and release several fish in the same amount of time it
would take to descend a single fish. Then again, not everyone feels confident on when, where
and how to vent. Going too deep or venting in the wrong place can cause more damage than
good.
But you also need to know what you are doing when using a descending device. If done
incorrectly, the fish may come loose too soon. Descending devices also can require the

using a venting tool is one way to relieve the symptoms of barotrauma.
Photo by MyfWc

Example of a venting tool. Photo by MyFWC

dedication of a rod, which is used to bring the descending device down and back up again.
While both devices can be homemade or purchased and while both are inexpensive,
descending devices can cost, on average, slightly more than venting tools. Both devices also
come in various sizes, but venting tools tend to generally be smaller than descending devices
and do not take up a lot of space in an already-crowded tackle box.
Either way, the choice is yours. So shop around, be sure to read the instructions thoroughly
and, hopefully, take home a keeper or two.
For more on how to make sure your fish survives release, visit MyFWC.com/Fishing and
click on “Saltwater,” “Recreational Regulations” and “Fish Handling.”

Chiefland Couple Says No To Spreading Sewage Sludge
Near Home

By terry Witt
Senior staff Writer

Lane said she and her husband graze cattle on their
property and they don’t want the cattle eating the sludge that
blows over the fence.
Chiefland City Commissioners were told Monday they will
Wilkerson said the city can legally spray close to the fence
be stinking up the neighborhood of Earl and Carolyn Lane
but he always leaves a substantial buffer zone between the
and their neighbors if they go forward with plans to dump
spray area and the fence line.
treated sewage on the nearby field of farmer Mark Graham.
Earl Lane suggested the city place sludge on
Commissioners postponed action on the request by the
Commissioner Rollin Hudson’s property. Hudson is a farmer.
Lanes to deposit the sewage somewhere else. They are
Hudson said Wilkerson has met with rough treatment at
concerned about potential air quality and water quality
times in search of a place to deposit the city’s sludge.
problems from the sewage.
“He’s been talked to pretty rough,” Hudson said.
“We don’t care to drink off the city sludge,” said Carolyn
Monument Controversy
Lane.
In other business, commissioners postponed a decision on
City Sewer Superintendent Randy Wilkerson told
whether they should impose a requirement on organizations
commissioners the city has spent $3,000 engineering the site that wish to place a monument on the lawn of City Hall to
on the Graham farm. He said there is a 20 to 30 acre field
purchase a $2 million insurance liability policy.
between the sludge deposit site on Graham’s field and the
Commissioners said they understood that most local
home of the Lanes.
organizations would not be in a position to pay for a $2
Wilkerson said the city doesn’t spread as much treated
million insurance policy, which begged the question of why
liquid effluent as it once did. Most of what it deposits is dry
such a policy was needed.
sludge.
City Attorney Norm Fugate said he recommended the
But Carolyn Lane said she has called the Environmental
insurance policy to shift the financial responsibility for
Protection Agency and the EPA will be investigating their
defending potential lawsuits to the person or organization
complaint.
that wanted the monument placed on the lawn.
She said Graham stopped by one day to ask if she and her
Mayor Teal Pomeroy suggested that perhaps it would be
husband were upset with him.
best for the city to forego the insurance policy requirement
“I said no; I’m upset with you and the city,” she said.
and take its chances. Pomeroy said a veteran’s organization

has expressed interest in placing a monument on the lawn
and he is certain the vets won’t be able to afford a $2 million
insurance policy.
Fugate said the city needs to watch what happens in
Bronson when the Levy County Commission deals with a
request by Williston Atheists to place a granite bench and
adjoining granite column on the courthouse lawn. The issue
will come to commissioners at their 9 a.m. meeting Tuesday
at the Levy County Courthouse.
Fugate said it is virtually certain the county commission
will be sued if it turns down the request. He said the
same would be true if the city commission turned down a
monument request by a similar organization.
Fugate said Bradford County is further along with its
monument issues. It has allowed an atheist group to place a
monument in front of the courthouse.
Commissioners will wait to see what happens with the
Levy County Commission’s monument request.
They haven’t settled on what to do about the $2 million
insurance policy requirement. They know the policy would be
cost prohibitive, but at the same time, the city doesn’t want to
be saddled with paying for attorneys to defend lawsuits.
Fugate said if monuments become too much of a problem
the commission can always remove all monuments.
The only monument on the city lawn at this point is The
Ten Commandments placed there by anonymous donors.

Log Cabin Quilters
The Log Cabin Quilters met Thursday, Jan. 23rd at the Levy
County Quilt Museum at 11050 NW 10th Ave. The morning
was spent working on the quilt in the frame and the afternoon
was spent with our many visitors. What a great way to spend the
day.
Wednesday, Jan. 22nd, ladies from the Williston RV Crossing
Resort stopped by for a visit. We made new friends and hope
they’ll come back. Thanks for the visit. Ya’ll come back.
In November the Horseless Carriage Club of Florida is
planning a tour of the area. They will be out for about a short
visit when they are in the area. More details in November. You’ll
need to make plans so see their old cars.
A closeup of the pattern
Donna donated an old quilt and we’re hoping someone will
in the quilt. Does anyone
know the name of the pattern. We’re hanging it on the wall for know the pattern name?
all to see.

The old quilt donated by Donna from Bronson. It looks like it was loved.
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