Winter Birds of Guaclalupc Mountains National Park
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Where to Begin?

This guide is meant to introduce
people new to birding or new to
this area to the birds of the
Guadalupe Mountains National
Park. Familiarizing yourself with
what birds occur here and in what
habitats prior to your visit will
enhance your trip and allow you
to prioritize where you'd like to
spend your time.

The format of this list should
serve as a rough guide. Of course,
the mobility of birds and the
intergrading of habitats and the
fact that more than one habitat is
passed through on most hikes
mean that you can expect to see
a wide array of birds wherever
you spend your time.

The most rewarding birding will be
found at the Frijole Ranch, Smith
Springs Loop Trail, and McKittrick
Canyon. If you’d like to find birds
listed as more common in desert
areas, then the old state highway
at Guadalupe Canyon, the
Williams Ranch Road, or the Salt
Basin Dunes would be worth
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visiting. If you’d like to find
montane species of birds, a hike
to the Bowl or, for an easier
ascent, a hike on the Tejas Trail
from Dog Canyon are recom-
mended.

If you are just passing through try
birding at Frijole Ranch and the
area around the Headquarters
Visitor Center at Pine Springs and
the McKittrick Canyon Contact
Station (opens at 8:00 a.m.
Mountain Time). If you have more
time, but are not able to hike,
Williams Ranch is accessible by
high-ground clearance vehicles
(4x4 recommended) and the Salt
Basin Dunes are accessible by
passenger car. Both of these areas
require keys that can be checked
out at the Headquarters Visitor
Center.

If you'd like to hike and bird for
the day, begin at Frijole Ranch
and Manzanita Springs area near
dawn and then head over to
McKittrick and plan on spending
the rest of the day there. If you
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have a second day to spend in the
park, a hike to conifer forest
found in the Bowl can be done in
6-8 hours roundtrip.

As you will see from this list,
approximately 40% of the park’s
winter species of birds are listed
as widespread. Another approxi-
mate 40% are restricted to
specialized habitats that can be
characterized in broad terms as
riparian (an area with increased
water runoff and thicker concen-
trations of woody plants and
trees), montane (areas of high
elevation, cooler temperatures,
increased rainfall, and tall
evergreen trees), and desert
(areas of lower elevation, hotter
temperatures, lower rainfall, and
sparsely vegetated). Part of
Guadalupe Mountains National
Park’s significance is the biological
diversity that is preserved here.
As you make your way through
the canyons and mountains, we
wish you the thrill of discovering
this diversity for yourself.
—Happy Birding!
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There is nothing in which the
birds differ more from man
than the way in which they can
build and yet leave a land-

4 scape as it was before.

—Robert Lynd, The Blue Lion
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