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Immanuel Lutheran Church
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp

229 11th Ave. West  
Grinnell, IA 50112 

Office: 641-236-6691   
Pastor Koepp’s Cell: 507-829-3901

Pastor Koepp’s Email: koeppj@hotmail.com
Church Office Email: immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net

Website: http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org

 + TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY +
Service of Prayer and Preaching

October 17, 2021
 

As We Gather ~ Jesus Invites Us to His Wedding Feast to Receive 
Abundant Righteousness

The Holy Spirit sounds forth the Gospel call: “See, I have prepared my 
dinner ... Come to the wedding feast” (Matt. 22:1–14). But many reject 
this invitation in favor of worldly pursuits. And so the call goes out to 
others, both the good and the bad. For the wedding  invitation is not 
based on the qualifications of those invited but on the basis of the 
merits and work of Christ. The feast is free: “He who has no money, 
come, buy and eat ... delight yourselves in rich food.” (Is. 55:1–9). 
Those rejecting the Spirit’s work shall experience God’s wrath and 
judgment. Those who are not clothed in Christ’s righteousness shall 
be cast into outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth. Let us therefore seek the Lord while He may be found, for 
He will have mercy upon us. Let us redeem the time, being filled with 
the Spirit, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ (Eph 5:15–21).
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IMMANUEL SPIRIT

Scripture Lessons for next Sunday: Proverbs 8:11-22, Philippians 
3:17-21 and Matthew 22:15-22.

Stewardship: Isaiah 55:2 – “Why do you spend your money for that 
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?” 
What Isaiah says here is reminiscent of what Jesus says about 
putting our earthly wealth in places where “moth and rust destroy.” 
Where we put the money God has given us to manage says a lot 
about the way in which we actually view life. What do your spending 
priorities say about what you think is truly important in life?

St. Johns Lutheran Church Fall Festival at Stams Greenhouse in 
Oskaloosa is this Tuesday, Oct. 19th from 5:30-7:30pm. 

Sunday School: The account of Jacob’s favorite son, Joseph, 
serves as today’s lesson, “Hope in Hardship.” This account occupies 
a turning point in the history of God’s people. The unusual timeline 
of Joseph’s life includes him being despised by his brothers, being 
sold into slavery, attaining success and then losing it all to false 
accusations, being imprisoned, and serving in the court of Pharaoh. 
Joseph summarizes his life in one sentence addressed to his broth-
ers, “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good” (Gene-
sis 50:20). Discuss how God can use negative things for our benefit.

Building Healthy Families for Oct 17th: Did You Know: “Give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” (I Thessalonians 5:18) Even on the bad days, we can still 
look for God’s blessings. As this quote by Alice Morse Earle reminds 
us, “Every day may not be good but there is something good in 
every day.” We all experience dark days when blessings are hard to 
recognize. If you’re feeling stuck in darkness, talk to your pastor or 
reach out to an LFS counselor. We can help; it’s why we’re here. ~ 
Lutheran Family Service of Iowa: Des Moines (515) 251-4900. 
www.LutheranFamilyService.org
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Life Quote for Oct 17th: “The things that have come to pass in 
Jesus come from His self-giving. He becomes a fetus in Mary’s 
womb; He becomes a crying infant, cold and hungry; He becomes a 
desert wanderer, starving and tormented by demons; He becomes 
the subject of slander and spitting; He is whipped and pierced; He 
is laid in the tomb. Having loved His own who were in the world, He 
loved them to the end. That’s where life is found: in the crucified Je-
sus.” Rev. Christopher Esget, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Alexandria, 
Virginia ~ A “Life Quote” from Lutherans For Life www.lutherans-
forlife.org

Lutheran Hour Ministries for Oct. 24th: Hear “He will Take It” based 
on 1 Samuel 15 by Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Dr. Zeigler helps us to see 
God’s wrath within the bigger story of God’s love. ~ Listen next Sun-
day on 600 WMT at 6:30 a.m., 1190 KFJB at 8:30 a.m., WHO-1040 
at 7:30 a.m., & 1410 KGRN at 7:30 a.m.

WEEKLY BACH CANTATAS…Lutheran Public Radio streams an 
appointed Bach Cantata uninterrupted at 1 pm and 8 p.m. Central 
on Sundays.  This week’s cantata will be BWV 180 “Adorn Yourself, 
O Soul.”  You can listen at lutheranpublicradio.org, Amazon Alexa, 
Google Home, Apple HomePod and on the LPR mobile app.

KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, 
shares Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship 
services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and 
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at kfuo.org and 
wherever you get your podcasts! CHRIST FOR YOU this week on 
KFUO.org: Worship with us in Daily Chapel services at 10:00 a.m. CT, 
study the Means of Grace on Concord Matters (10/23 at 10:00 a.m. 
CT), study Ezekiel 22-26 on Sharper Iron’s “The Faithful Watchman” 
(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), and study various Psalms before begin-
ning Ecclesiastes on Thy Strong next week (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. 
CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org or on the 
KFUO Radio app!

Snowbirds: To those of you that “fly” south for the winter and would 
like your monthly newsletter mailed to you, please submit your 
address, date departing and date returning, to the church office. Even 
those that have submitted their address in the past, please do so 
again to make sure we have the correct address. The newsletter can 
also be read online at www.immanuelgrinnell.org.
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Cleaning: Household(s) responsible for the week of 10/17--10/23 is 
Murken/Roberts. Household(s) responsible for the week of 10/24--
10/30 is Routier/D. Schultz. If you cannot clean the week you have 
been assigned, it is your responsibility to trade with others on the 
list. If it is your week to clean church and you have other obligations 
or you prefer to write a check rather than cleaning, a substitute is 
available for $50. Please contact Amber Carnine (641-990-5985 or
immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net) ASAP or at least by the Thurs-
day before the week you are scheduled to clean. Make payment 
to Amber Carnine and leave in a sealed envelope under her office 
door, or mail payment to the church.

Celebrating Baptismal Birthdays This Week
Monday...Zane Sittig

Tuesday...Ty Johnson
Wednesday...Jordan Cloyed

Celebrating Birthdays This Week
Today...Keith Thorpe

Celebrating Anniversaries This Week
Monday...Brian & Melissa Mintle
Thursday...Keith & Helen Thorpe
Saturday...Troy & Kistie Johnson

We pray God’s blessings upon you in the coming year.

         5th/6th Grade Confirmation Memory Work for Oct 20th 
  Baptism: Which are these words and promises of God?

             8th Grade Confirmation Memory Work for Oct 20th
Lord’s Prayer: 3rd & 4th Petitions & Meanings
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 25 THROUGH 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2021 

10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON Mon-Fri 
DRAKE COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

930 PARK STREET, GRINNELL, IA 
Required Documents for Sign-Up: 
1. Photo ID
2. Utility Bill (proof of residency)
3. One of the following:

Subsidized Rent Receipt
LIHEAP Approval/ Appointment
Current SNAP Notice of Decision
Current DHS Notice of Decision

To avoid long lines and extended wait times, we suggest you 
sign up using the schedule below. Use first letter of last name: 

Monday, October 25 • Last Names A-E 
Tuesday, October 26 • Last Names F-J 

Wednesday, October 27 • Last Names K-O 
Thursday, October 28 • Last Names P-U 

Friday, October 29 • Last Names V•Z 
Saturday, October 30 • By Appointment ONLY 

The Christmas Share Program is completely confidential, and we are 
trying to reach as many families in need in Poweshiek County as we 
can. We can schedule appointments outside the listed sign-up times, if 
anyone is uncomfortable asking for help through the normal sign-up 
process. The Christmas Share phone number is 641-990-1490. Covid 
did keep many from signing up last year but we were still able to help 
118 families. We will be masking up and taking precautions this year 
and ask that you keep our volunteers in your prayers as we work from 
sign-up through distribution. ~Pam Montgomery, Chair



ATTENDANCE AND OFFERINGS 
           For the week of October 10, 2021        
     
     Attendance        63 
     Communion       32
     General Fund $5480.00
     Missions    $120.00
          Susan Vos Memorial  $125.00
    

WEEK AHEAD
Today  9:00am  Twentieth Sunday after Trinity
  10:30am  Voters’ Assembly 
  10:30am   Sunday School/Bible Study
     Greeter: Krumm 
     Usher: Hutch Kracht
     Servers: Cheryl C./Cayli C.
     Acolyte/Crucifier: Elizabeth/Cole
     Elder: Darlo Kelting
     
Tues. 10:00am  Greek Study, Pastor in Newton
  5:30-7:30pm St. John’s Fall Festival, Oskaloosa

Wed.     4:00-5:30pm 5th/6th Grades Confirmation
  5:30-7:00pm 8th Grade Confirmation   

Thurs. 11:00am  Bible Study
  1:00-3:00pm Pastor in class

Next Sun. 9:00am Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity
   10:30am Sunday School/Bible Study
     Greeter: Louden 
     Usher: Dale Gilman
     Servers: Laurie Harms & Kathy Stanek   
     Acolyte/Crucifier: Joey/Finn
     Elder: Steve Haase
  3:00pm   St. John Lutheran Church in Melcher-Dallas   
     100 Yr Anniversary Service

     

     


