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The Name of Jesus
How important is a name given to a child? I’m sure there are parents who spend hours, days or weeks agonizing
over what to name their child while others select something easily. Should it be a name that has been used
within the family for generations? Should we name the child after someone we love, should we search for a
name that has special meaning or should we just pick any old name that comes to mind?
Do you know the story of how your name was picked? Do you remember why you chose your children’s
names? Whenever you hear or use the name now does it remind you of that original reason or meaning?
In Mary and Joseph’s day, the majority of names used for children had a readily understandable meaning.
Parents consciously chose a child’s name, many of which were translatable into phrases or sentences. It was common for parents
to choose names which expressed their recognition of divine assistance for the birth such as Mattaniah which means “gift of
Yahweh” or Nathanael “God has given this child” or Shemaiah – “Yahweh has heard the parent’s prayer.” So it would not have
seemed strange or out of the ordinary for Mary and Joseph to name their child Jesus – “Yahweh Saves”. People would have accepted this name and thought nothing of it, because it fit the pattern of all the other children’s names.
The interesting part is that Mary and Joseph did not select this name. They were told by the angel to use it and so they did. I
presume that this is one of those things that Mary pondered in her heart, the name and meaning that was attached to her son. Did
she and Joseph readily incorporate this conviction that “Yahweh Saves” into their spiritual beliefs, and if so, did it change how
they thought about God and did it impact the way they lived?
It is also important to remember that it wasn’t just names of people that reflected faith in Yahweh because the names used for
places and things also had religious connotations. So everywhere a person went during any given day, they would be reminded
of Yahweh and their responsibilities as Jews. Religion and faith were woven into the very fabric of everyday life. Therefore the
names used would be an important reminder of a person’s commitment to God.
This is very different than our experience of names today. Most of us do not know the meaning of the names we use for
people, places and things so we do not have that daily reminder of God’s presence
JANUARY CALENDAR:
in our lives. Our faith is not so readily reflected in our society. We have to make
a conscious choice to be faithful witnesses in our daily life and work. It takes Jan. 3 & 17 Sundays - Men’s
extra effort and courage on our part to remember and express our belief in God. Group Breakfasts 9:30am
Taking this a step further, how many of us are reminded of God’s salvation
when we hear or use the name Jesus? Maybe a better question would be - how Jan. 5 & 19 Tuesdays - Rosary and
many of us actually say the name Jesus at all? When was the last time you said Holy Eucharist 11:30 am
this name outside of a church building?
Jan 12 & 26 Tuesdays - Holy Eucharist
You may be surprised to realize that many Christians, especially Episcopalians at Hope Nursing Facility 10:30am
and Roman Catholics, feel uncomfortable in using the name Jesus when they are
not in a worship service. How comfortable are you in saying the name Jesus in Jan. 10 Sunday - Vestry Meeting 12pm
your daily life? I know of many people who readily say God, or Holy Spirit, but Jan. 24 Sunday - Annual Meeting &
the name of the second person of the trinity just doesn’t roll of the tongue as easPotluck Lunch after 9:30am service
ily.
I would like to encourage all of us to make an additional New Year’s resolution Jan. 31 Sunday - Soup Luncheon
today. Can each of us commit to saying the name “Jesus” to another person once Sponsored by the Vestry after
a week during 2016? Be aware of how you feel and what you are thinking when 10:30am service
you do so. I wonder how we might be changed as individuals and as a parish comJan. 6, 13, 20 & 27 Wednesdays
munity if we would incorporate this name into our daily vocabulary.
May God give all of us the courage to speak about Jesus openly and confidently Bible Study 10:30am & 6:30pm
Holy Eucharist celebrated 11:45am
in our daily lives. Happy New Year!
Senior Fitness Classes 9-9:45am
Fr. Steve
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Angel Tree Ministry Soars!
By Angela Hamblin
The Outreach Committee would like to thank everyone for their support of the Angel Tree outreach project. This year we
worked with the Westland Goodfellows and adopted 11 children from 3 different Westland families. The children ranged
in age from 4 months to 15 years old. Their wish lists included toys, crafts, books, bedding, and many basic items that
every child would need this winter, including coats, boots, pajamas, clothing, underwear and socks.
St. John's response to this project was overwhelming! Around 75 of the 100 ornaments on the tree were purchased and
returned, some with a few extra surprises thrown in. The remainder of the ornaments were purchased with monetary donations received.
We also fulfilled a request from the Wayne County Shelter for items they were in need of. Monetary donations were
used to purchase additional baby wipes, bed sheets and laundry detergent.
A special thank you to the volunteers who helped to wrap and deliver all of the gifts. As the saying goes, many hands
make light work. The Goodfellows motto is "no child without a Christmas." Thank you St. John's for supporting this
worthy outreach project!

Many
Hands
Make
Light
Work

Soup
Luncheon!
Our vestry will be hosting a
delicious soup lunch on
Sunday, January 31st after
the 10:30 service. Please
join us for a festive time of
food and conversation!

OPEN JAN. 14
10am-Noon
Please support our Food Pantry.
Donations sought by the first
Sunday of the month but accepted anytime! Please leave
your donations in the Choir
room.
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING & COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICES
On Sunday, January 24, 2016 we will only have one service
at 9:30 am so that our entire congregation may come together immediately afterwards for a potluck meal and our
annual parish meeting. Sign up sheets for food are located
on the information table in the social hall.
This is the event of the year when we gather to hear about
all of the things we have accomplished in the prior 12 months
and to learn about our 2016 budget and vote for some new
vestry members. Please join your voice in this very important
meeting.
We are featuring this monthly article that will highlight a St. John’s
parishioner sharing an experience of a miracle in her/his life. We as
Christians believe that God is active in the world and through our lens
of faith we see miracles happen all the time. Please consider sharing
one of your miracle stories with us! It may be a simple, ordinary event
or something more involved, but it is meant to encourage all of us.

This month’s Miracle Story, “God’s Healing Touch” is submitted by Michele Anhut
A routine colonoscopy turns into bad news. That is what happened to us in September. Wally was diagnosed with
colon cancer and immediately scheduled for surgery. We were really shocked because he is very active and the picture
of health with no illnesses or medications. I am writing this story to share a true miracle with everyone.
Two days after his diagnoses, Wally was awakened in the middle of the night by a feeling there was a presence of
something or someone wrapped around him. He states he saw a long-haired, faceless figure that he thought to be a female. She spoke to Wally saying, “Everything is going to be ok.” Then she vanished. He stayed awake after that.
Throughout the day, my husband was quiet and introspective and that would be normal after a cancer diagnoses but
it seemed to be more than that. Finally, the next day, he shared the story with me.
Later, when Father Steve offered to come to Harper Hospital to pray with our family before surgery, we felt so
happy and blessed. Our daughter’s close friend, Lisa, was in the holding area. Lisa was responsible for setting Wally
up with a top colon cancer surgeon from Karmanos hospital where she has worked for 19 years. We were in good
hands; God, Father Steve, good surgical team, friends and family praying for my husband.
During the prayer, I suddenly felt Wally’s abdomen “rise” up about 4 inches. That is the only way I can describe it.
I looked over at Wally and he was just breathing normally and Father Steve had his hands around Wally’s head so we
continued on, each of us with our hands on different areas, head to toe, saying our own prayer to Wally in turns. Afterward, I asked Wally if he had been aware of his abdomen rising up like that. While he didn’t have awareness of this
phenomenon, Lisa shared with me that she had felt the same thing I had. She was next to me during prayers.
The miracle may have begun with a visit to Wally, but the proof of it came later in a shocking revelation. The
surgery was over and Lisa arranged a conference room for us to receive the devastating news from the surgeon. The
large malignant tumor in Wally’s colon had been removed but the lymph nodes appeared to be cancerous too. The
doctor had done thousands of these surgeries and he told us he was sure they were positive for cancer and that Wally
would have to go through about 6 months of chemo. The surgeon also performed a temporary ileostomy. In all fairness,
the surgeon did say the gold standard for this outcome was the pathology report that would come the next day.
Jane, Bill, Lisa and I gathered together for strength and I thought about the “vision” Wally had experienced two
weeks prior but I kept it to myself. In the morning, our surgeon came into speak with us. He had been down to the
pathology lab and the lymph nodes were all negative. We later found out from the attending physician that the surgeon
had been down to the path lab 3 times! Wally did NOT have cancer and he did not need to have any other treatment
except to reverse the ileostomy. There was our miracle! v
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St. John’s Christmas
Pageant a Big Hit!
The inter-generational pageant was a big hit this
year at the 6:00 pm Christmas Eve service! Thanks
to our program directors Angela Hamblin, Cynthia
Fowler and Leslie Caulfield who put this all together!
Thanks to our amazing cast: Kyle Fowler, Leslie Caulfield, Cheryl
Nester, Ryan Erickson, Natalie Brown, Bradley Nester, Nick Hamblin,
Autumn Bell, Angela Hamblin, Robert Shork, McKenna Erickson,
Michael Nester, Jordan Nester, John Omaweng, Doug Nester, Jill Shork,
Nicholas Hamblin and Amelia Hamlin. Thanks also to Wendy Clayton
who directed the hand bell choir’s presentation of “Silent Night”.
This beautiful portrayal of Luke’s gospel passage brought home for
all of us the special meaning of Christmas!
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Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services
8:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Worship through the spoken word

Holy Eucharist
Service with music and choir
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

St. John’s Episcopal Church

10:30 am

Weekday Worship - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

2nd & 4th Tuesdays
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
(at Hope Health Care Center on Cherry Hill)

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:30 am
11:30 am

Bible Study
Holy Eucharist with healing

Wednesday Evening Worship
6:30 pm
Bible Study

Staff

rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnswestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

OffICERS
Ken Kowalski, SeniorWarden
Don Streeter, Co-Junior Warden Kim Goeman, Co-Junior Warden
Gail MacDonald, Secretary
Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
2015 VEStRy MEMbERS
Sonya Kowalski, leslie caulfield, Sharon Scott, Kathleen Walker, neil
Barbu, Ken coyne,Jim Godbout and cheryl Montgomery

