Inspection of Little Trees Pre-School
Ashley County Infant School, Lower Ashley Road, New Milton, Hampshire BH25
5AA

Inspection date:

29 November 2019

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
All children are immersed in the awe and wonder of learning. From the moment
children arrive staff take them on a wonderful journey of finding out what they can
learn to do and find out. Children show immense pleasure in finding out how they
can extend control of their bodies. For some children this includes sustaining a high
level of concentration as they stand on one leg, with one foot resting on their knee
while circling their arms. For other children it means exploring with delight different
textures. Children learn how they can control their breathing and how this can
affect the way they feel.
Staff are extremely receptive and responsive to each child's needs, particularly the
need to feel safe and secure. Children show extraordinarily levels of concern and
respect for others, particularly towards those who are less able than themselves.
For example, one child stops his play to help another child who is struggling to pull
himself off a climbing rope.
The exceptional manager and staff are remarkably effective in working with
parents and other professionals to identify and meet the diverse needs of children
in their care. They continually build upon their expert knowledge and skills to
ensure that they can meet every child's needs exceptionally well. As a result, all
children achieve the best possible outcomes. This includes children with special
educational needs, significant physical disabilities and complex health needs.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff place excellent consideration on getting to know children and obtaining
information about their needs before they attend the setting. This includes
making visits to children's homes and devising individual settling-in plans. As
many children are new to the setting, staff have placed the highest focus on
supporting them in developing strong relationships and friendships with staff and
other children. The impact of this is very evident as children arrive confident and
eager to learn and play with their friends and staff. Parents report that they
have been absolutely amazed at how their children have settled, how well the
staff meet their child's needs and the information they receive to support
learning at home.
n Teaching is outstanding. The manager consistently ensures teaching is sharply
targeted to excel learning in areas where children's achievements are lower than
expected. Her current focus is on helping children to develop their attention,
listening and speaking skills. Staff continually place exemplary focus on this area
of learning in all of their interactions with individual children. Small and large
groups activities are planned exceptionally well. This results in children making
rapid progress.
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n Staff are exceptionally skilled in helping children to persevere and achieve. They
model curiosity, joy and anticipation to capture and maintain children's attention.
Children show high levels of participation and wonderment as they take part in
all activities. They exclaim 'wow' as they listen and learn how to make patterns.
Children are eager to show what they remember and to learn more. They
consistently hear and confidently use new vocabulary that is introduced to them,
including correctly identifying what came first, next and last in the story.
n The curriculum is meticulously planned and monitored. The array of activities
and experiences provided ensure children develop the skills they need for their
future learning and eventual move to school. Staff continually provide new and
unusual activities to enthuse children's motivation to participate. Children's level
of excitement and anticipation is contagious as they whip white balls into the air.
This is done through their concerted joint effort of moving the parachute to a
familiar music in a well-loved film.
n Children's behaviour and attitudes are exceptional. Staff help children
understand what makes them unique and children accept and respect each
other's differences. Children develop high levels of confidence in new social
situations. This includes children dressing up and representing the pre-school in
the local carnival, and performing in a shows. Staff recognise and praise each
small step in children's achievements. Children are eager to share and cooperate
with each other. This is particularly evident during outdoor play and tidy away
time where children work together and respond positively to other children's
request to share toys.
n The manager and staff team are inspirational in their pursuit of excellence. Staff
report that they feel exceptionally well supported in their roles and in developing
their professional knowledge and skills.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff are highly committed to keeping children safe. They undertake regular
safeguarding training and receive regular updates at staff meetings. The manager
and staff have a strong understanding of their responsibilities to take all necessary
action to keep children safe. Staff are extremely vigilant in their supervision of
children and take all necessary steps to ensure children play in a safe and secure
environment. All staff hold a paediatric first-aid qualification. Robust recruitment
procedures and monitoring of staff ensure the ongoing suitability of staff.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY422378

Local authority

Hampshire

Inspection number

10128742

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

2 to 4

Total number of places

40

Number of children on roll

74

Name of registered person

Oliver, Vicky Marie

Registered person unique
reference number

RP515279

Telephone number

07904 090771

Date of previous inspection

14 April 2016

Information about this early years setting
Little Trees Pre-School registered in 2010. The pre-school is open each weekday
from 8am to 3pm, during term time only. A total of 10 staff, including the
manager, work directly with the children. One staff member holds an early years
qualification at level 6 and one at level 5. Seven members of staff hold level 3, and
one holds a level 2. The pre-school provides funded education for children aged
two-, three- and four-years-old.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Christine Armstrong
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Inspection activities
n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk around the pre-school
to discuss how the early years provision and curriculum is organised.
n The inspector observed activities indoors and outdoors.
n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and manager.
n The inspector held discussions with staff and children at appropriate times
during the inspection.
n The inspector received an email from a parent, spoke to parents during the
inspection and took account of their views.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and manager.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documents, including evidence of the
suitability and qualifications of staff working in the setting.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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