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Premillennialism (Part 3)

The Second Coming of Christ

For the past several weeks we have been examining a popular doctrine concerning the end times called “Premillennialism.”  Premillennialism is a term which relates to the second coming of Christ.  Pre means “before” and millennium means “one thousand years.”  This doctrine teaches that the second coming of Jesus Christ will occur before He sets up a one thousand year kingdom on the earth.  We have already shown that when Christ came the first time He set up His kingdom and it is the church that is revealed in the New Testament.  We showed that Jesus’ kingdom is not an earthly kingdom, but a spiritual kingdom, a kingdom not of this world, a kingdom where He rules in the hearts of men.

Now, the Bible teaches that Jesus is coming a second time, but what does the Bible say will take place at that time?  Will He set up an earthly kingdom then?  This is the focus of our lesson today, and this will bring this series of lessons to a conclusion.
The Bible does teach that Jesus is coming again.  God has not told us when He is coming, but He has told us that He is coming.   Jesus said to His apostles in John 14:2-3, “In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”  When Jesus ascended into heaven after His resurrection the apostles were watching, and two men stood by them in white apparel “who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.’” (Acts 1:9-11)  The Hebrew writer said, “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”  (Heb. 9:27-28)  These passages teach that Jesus is coming again.  But what will take place when Jesus comes a second time?
We know that the resurrection of the dead will take place.  Paul said in 1 Cor. 15:20-23, “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each one in his own order:  Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming.”  Notice, the resurrection will take place “at His coming.”  Now, the premillennialists say that there are two, three or four resurrections.  They claim there is a resurrection of the righteous at the rapture when the righteous will be caught up to be with the Lord and there will be seven years of tribulation here on this earth.  Some claim that after the seven years of tribulation when the Lord comes to destroy the wicked forces of Satan and set up His millennial earthly kingdom that there will be a resurrection of the righteous then.  And then at the end of the millennial reign there will be a resurrection of the wicked.  But the Bible teaches that there will be only one resurrection at His coming.  This will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  Jesus said in John 5:28-29, “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”   Notice that Jesus said “the hour is coming” when this will be done.  That denotes a single time.  In that hour all are going to be raised.  There is no room here for a thousand years between the raising of the righteous and the wicked.  
Also at His coming the judgment will be instituted.  Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus presents to us the judgment scene.  He says that when He comes He will sit on the throne of His glory.  He says, “All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.”   In verse 46 Jesus says that “these (that is those on the left) will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”   Notice the order of the passage:  He comes in glory, then he shall sit on the throne of His glory, before Him shall be gathered “all the nations,” and He shall separate them and declare their judgment.  This passage leaves no room for a thousand years between the coming and the judgment.  The final judgment will take place at His coming.
Also when Jesus comes, the end will come.  Going back to 1 Cor. 15, Paul says beginning with verse 23, “But each one in his own order:  Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming.

 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.”   Notice, at the coming of Christ comes the end when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father.  Christ’s second coming and the end are simultaneous.  There is no room left here for a thousand-year reign here on earth between His coming and the end.
And also notice that this is when He will deliver the kingdom to God the Father.  Christ could not deliver up the kingdom to God when He comes, if He did not have the kingdom now, if he was not enthroned now.  And so Jesus will not set up His kingdom on earth at His coming, but He will deliver the kingdom to the Father, and according to this passage, that is the end.
Also at His coming there will be the end of the world.  In 2 Peter 3:10, Peter says, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.”   This passage is talking about “the promise of His coming.”   We see this back in verse 4.  And so the “day of the Lord” here in verse 10 is the day the Lord comes.  It will be a day of judgment.  And according to this passage it will be a day when all that pertains to this earth will be burned up.  This is sufficient evidence to show that Jesus will not come again to reign on this earth.  The reason is obvious.  At His coming the earth will be burned up.  
Someone might be asking, what about verse 13 where it says, “Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”  Whatever this “new heavens” and “new earth” will be, this present earth will not be associated with it, for it will be burned up.  The terms “heaven” and “earth” are used to describe the bounds of our present habitation, in other words, our dwelling place.  The expression “new heavens and a new earth” is used to describe a new dwelling place which God is preparing for the righteous.  But we do know that at the coming of the Lord this physical heaven and earth will come to an end.
And so we know that Jesus is coming again.  And we know that when He comes all the dead will be raised, the judgment of men will occur, the end will come when Christ will deliver the kingdom to God the Father, and the heavens and the earth that now exist will be burned up.  In all of this here is no mention of a thousand-year reign of Christ here on this earth.

When the Lord comes, there is no reason for Him to come back to this earth.  His work of redemption is finished.  His authority is all inclusive.  His kingdom is a reality.  People are now being delivered from the power of darkness and transferred into it (Col. 1:13)  Jesus is enthroned in David’s throne.  His name is above every name.  His work on earth is finished.
But someone might be thinking, “What about Rev. 20:4 where it says, ‘And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.’?”   It is argued by premillennialists that Revelation 20 teaches the return of Christ to this earth where He will set up his kingdom, reign in Jerusalem on David’s throne for one thousand years.  And yet the essentials of this doctrine are not found in the passage.  Revelation 20 does not mention the second coming of Christ.  It does not mention a bodily resurrection.  It does not mention a reign on earth, nor does it mention a literal throne.  It does not mention Jerusalem or Palestine where they say the reign will be.  And it does not mention Christ on earth.  The essentials of the Premillennial doctrine are not found in the passage that the doctrine is based on.

We need to understand that much of the book of Revelation was written in symbolic language.  The book is highly figurative.  That doesn’t mean we can’t understand it.  We can.   But it seems that premillennialists pick and choose arbitrarily what they want to take literally and what they take figuratively.  Revelation 20 talks about an angel having a key to a bottomless pit and also having a great chain in his hand.  This angel lays hold of a dragon which is the Devil and binds him for a thousand years and the angel cast the dragon into the bottomless pit and shut him up and set a seal on him.  Obviously there is figurative language here.  But why would I take the bottomless pit, and the key to the bottomless pit and the chain figurative, but then take the thousand years literally?   
Another very important principle is that we must not interpret figurative, symbolic passages in a way that contradicts the plain truths taught throughout the Bible.   As we have shown today the Bible clearly teaches that when Jesus comes again then comes the end when Christ will deliver the kingdom to God the Father, and the heavens and the earth that now exist will be burned up.  There is no room for a thousand year reign of Christ here on this earth.  Therefore, we should not interpret Revelation 20 to teach something that contradicts these other passages.

There is no doubt about it, the personal return of Christ is a fact.  It will not be a premillennial coming.  He will not return to this earth to establish an earthly kingdom.  But, He will come, and we will be judged by Him.  How we live here will determine what judgment we will receive.   Paul says in 2 Thess. 1:7-9 that Jesus will be revealed “in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Paul also said in Col. 3:1-4 concerning those who seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God, he says, “When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”  Make preparation now to meet Him in judgment.
Our time is gone for today.  We thank you for listening. 

Before we close we want to invite you to check out our web site.  The St. James church of Christ in St. James sponsors this program and our web address is:  www.sjchurchofchrist.com.   There is information about who we are, the times of our services, and where we meet.  But you will also be able to listen to sermons preached in our worship periods, and also you will be able to listen to previous Bible Talk broadcasts.  That web address again is:  www.sjchurchofchrist.com
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