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President’s Message
This is my first Weeder as President, so bear with me. First, I want to
thank Helen Wheeler for her service as our President this year until
she resigned due to personal reasons. Helen has been a hard worker
for the club, especially during our propagation process leading up to
our annual Plant Sale. She often was the first person there and the
last to leave each Saturday! Thank you, Helen.

Speaking of propagation and the Plant Sale, planning has started and
our first day of propagation is scheduled for September 15th, 10:00
until noon at the Wolfe Ranch. This will be a great time for all Members to learn about Propagation, meet up with old friends, make
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THINGS TO DO (Sorta) NEARBY

Markham Nature Park & Arboretum
1202 La Vista Ave., Concord
Plant sales every Tuesday 9am to noon
Mediterranean Garden Tour with Patrice Hanlon on Sept. 8
www.markhamarboretum.org
Pompei Nursery will be hosting a Complimentary Gardening Class, Saturday, August
18th. at 10:30am until 12:00 noon.
"SO WHAT IS YOUR PROBLEM"?
This will be an Open Forum meeting, free to all
who wish to attend. All attendees are invited
to bring his/her gardening issues, problems
and questions to be presented to Terry and the
group. This will be an opportunity to get assistance from Terry and to share ideas with one
another. Coffee and refreshments.

(Continued on page 2)

Program Notice
On August 27, our speaker will be Lauri Caldwell speaking on
“Gardening All Year: Prepping Your Garden for Fall”
Ms. Caldwell is an Alameda County Master Composter, self taught
edible gardener and residential sheet mulch maven. Her mission:
“To connect people to the soil and all that it provides.” She has been
happily teaching sustainable gardening classes and transforming
yards in the San Francisco Bay Area since 2007.
One of the many benefits of our climate is being able to garden yearround!! Fall/Winter is still a great time to garden. This class will go
over some great techniques on how to transition to your Fall garden : cool-weather edible crops, starting seeds, crop rotation, sheet
mulching & planting natives.
(Continued on page 3)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONT’D)

This year we formed a Plant Sale Committee that has started meeting and will be reporting to the Board and
General Membership as we go along. Our primary goal over the next few months is to develop a detailed
procedure manual and detailed calendar for our Propagation / Sale steps, with a focus to making the process
as easy as possible for our members to participate and use. We are also going to spread responsibilities over
more people who have an interest in certain plant types, etc.. Our first subcommittee has been formed based
on the interest and request from Bob Castle and John Case, who will be in charge of propagating California
Natives. We are looking for more volunteers to help on other plant subcommittees such as vegetables/herbs,
succulents, etc., so if you have an interest in a certain area contact me or one of the Board members. As part
of our process, we will be sending a questionnaire out to all members soon for your feedback on the Plant
Sale. We want your thoughts and suggestions on what the club can do to improve the propagation and sale
process. Please respond and give us your thoughts and ideas. Having an annual Plant Sale is a team event and
we need everyone to be on the team to help in any way they can to have a successful Sale and Garden Club.
Watch for more information to come!
This DIG year is rapidly coming to an end and it is time to identify members who would like to run for President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasure. We must present a list of members who are running for these
offices to the membership at our October General Meeting and elect new officers at our November General
Meeting. If you or you know a member who would be interested in being a Board member, please contact
Pat Moore who is on the nominating committee. We also have non elected positions that are very important
to the club. These include Membership, Publicity, Weeder Editor, Webmaster, Hospitality, Field Trips, Plant
Managers, etc.. We currently need to fill the Publicity position and will need to fill the Hospitality position
soon, as our current Hospitality persons are moving out of the area. If you or you know someone who may be
interested in either of these jobs please contact me.
Stay cool and I hope to see you at the General Meeting on Monday August 27 th.
Bob Selders,
President
FIELD TRIPS
We thought we’d try something different and do a “Staycation”
style evening field trip. Starry Nite Studios in The Streets of Brentwood (2545 Sand Creek Rd. #136), has agreed to do a flower
themed paint night for us on Wednesday, August 22 at 7pm. It
will be part of their regular paint night program, but we will be
sitting together. Come early to get set up, bring shacks and beverages if you like. The cost is $39 per person. Register at www.starrynitestudios.com and let Robin know you
are going at rchoate80@yahoo.com.
On Wednesday, September 12th, we will do a more
traditional trip to UC Berkeley Botanical Garden. We
will meet at 9am at the BART park and ride lot on
Walnut Blvd. in Brentwood and carpool to the garden, which is located at 200 Centennial Drive, Berkeley. There are 34 acres with over 10,000 types of
plants organized in 9 geographic regions. Sign up at
the next meetings. For more information on the gardens visit botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu

PROGRAM NOTICE (CONT’D)
This will be a great introduction to our upcoming
Plant Propagation work parties for our annual sale!
I hope to see you there.
Upcoming programs:
September 24th, Buzz Bertolero, on “The Fall
Gardening Season”. This is the time to plant
landscape trees, shrubs and cool season edibles,
fertilize, and add new color all before the rainy and
cold weather season begins. Buzz’s presentation
will provide some tips as when and what to do. The
Fall Gardening season is short so having the proper
expectations is important.
October 22nd, The Plant Sale Subcommittee will
have a discussion on the member survey results
mentioned in the Presidents article of this Weeder,
as well as the Committees findings and recommendations to date. They would like a discussion with
all members to further discuss ideas, suggestions,
etc., on how to improve the Propagation and Plant
Sale process for members and the buying public.
th

November 26 is still in the planning stages!

BOARD MINUTES
August 7, 2018—The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm
by Bob Selders.
With Helen’s recent resignation as DIG’s President, a motion
was made and passed that Bob S., the Vice President, carry
out the President’s duties through the end of the year.
Bob S. reported on Speakers for the General Meetings. The
August 27th General Meeting will have Lori Caldwell, the
Compost Gal, to talk about “Gardening All Year, Prepping
Your Garden for Fall.” In September Buzz Bertolero will be
speaking on “Fall is for Gardening.”
Ginger gave the Treasurer’s report.
DIG now has 130 members.
Robin reported that the next Field Trip is August 22nd – a
Paint Night at StarryNite in the Streets of Brentwood. Please
sign up and pay the $39.00 fee to save a spot at
paint@Starrynitestudios.com .
September 12th DIG will visit the UC Berkeley Arboretum.
Meet at 9AM at the BART parking lot across from the Brentwood water tower.
In addition, the Plant Sale question survey is almost complete and will be sent to all DIG members.
John Case has offered to be a temporary publisher for DIG’s
Weeder. The new deadline for articles is the Friday at noon
following the Board Meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
The Nominating Committee was created consisting of
Carole, Pat and they will also ask Chris to join the Committee.
John Case made a presentation regarding the propagation of
Native plants and asked for $300.00 to purchase seeds, soil,
and plant material. A motion was made and passed for a
budget of $300.00 for Native plants. John and Bob Castle will
start the propagation this month. If anyone is interested in
joining them please call Bob C.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM.
Reminders:
The next General Meeting is August 27, 2018 at 7:30.
The next Board meeting will be Tuesday, September 4,
2018 at 7:00PM. Please note NEW TIME.
PROPAGATION BEGINS Saturday, September 15th 10AM to
noon at Wolfe Ranch
Respectfully,
Sue Castle, Secretary

PROPAGATION REPORT

PLANT OF THE MONTH

September normally kicks off the beginning of the
Autumn propagation season for the DIGgers! This
year we will begin propagating for our next sale.

This month we are looking at a Hyophorbe lagenicaulis, the Bottle Palm. Endemic to to Round Island,
Mauritius. This palm is critically endangered on the
ICUN (International Union for the (Conservation of
Nature )Red List. Round Island is an island in the Indian Ocean that has an area of 1.69 square kilometres (about 1 square miles) and a maximum elevation
of 280 metres.

The first Saturday Propagation is September 15th
from 10AM to
noon. Mark
your calendars,
bring your
gloves and clippers and join us at Wolfe Ranch every Saturday from
10 to noon. It’s a wonderful experience! The Propagation Schedule is from September 15th to November
17th and January 19th until the Plant Sale.
Our first day normally starts of with setup and some
minor cleanup, along with the starting of plants that
will need root hormone or special treatment.
This year we will be also adding focus on CA native
plants. If you have any of the following seeds or cuttings, we will be glad to take them.

Bottle palm has a large swollen (sometimes bizarrely
so) trunk. It is a myth
that the trunk is a
means by which the
palm stores water. Bottle palms have only four
to six leaves open at any
time. The leaves of
young palms have a red
or orange tint, but a
deep green is assumed
at maturity. The flowers
of the palm arise from
under the crownshaft.

The palm will die if exposed to temperatures under 32 degrees and will exhibit leaf damage at temperatures under 40 deCoffeeberry
grees. There are places in
Toyon
California where this palm
Desert Willow
will grow (but not thrive)
Mountain Mahogany
planted outdoors. HowBlue Eyed Grass
ever, the tree will overGolden/Yellow Eyed
winter indoors over the
Winter and require very
Blue Oak
little water during this
Coulter Pine
time. Leaf growth begins
California Buckeye
when temperatures overWestern Redbud
night remain over 55 degrees and grow rapidly. It
If you have some suggestions for other CA Natives,
thrives in the heat and can
please let us know.
take our afternoon sun if
Additionally, for you all
the area remains humid.
that buy pineapples for
Yes, we can grow this palm
your home, please bring
here, but it takes a strong
the tops to propagation.
back and a dolly twice a year to move it indoors and
I have had some very
out. Here is the proof!
Iris douglasiana
Eriogonum fasciculatum
wheat
Rhamnus californica
Heteromeles arbutifolia
Chilopsis linearis
Cercocarpus betuloides
Sisyrinchium bellum
Sisyrinchium californicum
Grass
Quercus douglasii
Pinus coulteri
Aesculus californica
Cercis occidentalis

Douglas Iris
California Buck-

(Continued on page 7)

Classic Tomato Pie
Pat Moore sent this recipe for those of you trying to figure out what to do with to do
with all of your extra tomatoes once the freezer is full of spaghetti sauce!
Prep Time: 5 minutes
ings

Yield: 1 Nine inch pie enough for 4 generous serv-

Cook time: 30 minutes
A biscuit crust….summer fresh tomatoes…..fragrant basil, and a mayo and cheese
topping, this pie is totally awesome, dude!
Ingredients
-10 biscuits from a 7.5 oz can
-2 large, perfectly ripe tomatoes, thickly
sliced
-Kosher salt and freshly ground black
pepper
-Fresh basil leaves, as many as you
like, sliced into thin strips
-1 cup mayonnaise
-1 cup extra sharp cheddar cheese
Instructions

of

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Lightly spray a 9 inch pie plate with non-stick
spray. Then press the biscuits against the sides and bottom of the plate to
form a crust. Layer thick slices from 2 large tomatoes on the dough and give
them a light sprinkling of salt and pepper. Then toss on a handful of freshly
chopped basil. Top the pie with one cup of mayonnaise combined with one cup
of shredded cheddar cheese. Bake for 30-35 minutes on the lower/middle rack
a preheated 375 degree oven. To ensure a firm, not runny pie, let rest for 30
minutes before serving. Garnish with a basil leaf

OUR GARDEN PHOTOS
Here is an opportunity to show off some of you successes in the garden without having prepare the entire
yard! Please feel free to share your photos of plants in your garden or yard and be the envy of all of your fellow DIGgers!
You can share the photo only or let us all know what it is that you are sharing so that we can hide our jealousy (or not!) Send your photos if interested to johnacase@comcast.net.
The following photos are from the yard of John Case, whose interests spans a large number of plants.

PROPAGATION CORNER

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

(Continued from page 4)

This year, just as every year we are in need of propagation pots, primarily 1
gallon pots and 4 inch
squares (or rounds).

good luck
with getting
these to
grow and
people
may be
interested in
buying a
real
growing
pineapple.
There will be some changes to the management of
our plant propagation coming up. Please keep an
eye to this column for changes.

If you have some to spare or
have access to them, thee are members that can pick
them up. Contact anyone in plant management (Steve,
Bob, or Robin) to see that this can get done. Pots add
that they can be dropped off at Wolfe’s in the box by street.
We will be monitoring it!

The heat of the summer is not over and ample water
to your plants may be important for your thirsty ones,
which may need some extra water. Additionally, for
those plants that may be dormant during the summer
water carefully. If you are not certain what to do,
make an entry on the DIG Facebook page, someone
will give you an answer that will help.
Finally, fall planting is around the corner; see you at
the nurseries soon!

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
As of the last members meeting, it was reported
that we had 130 members of our fine club. There
are no new members to report. We would appreciate all of our current members to talk to their
friends about us, share the Weeder, and encourage
them to join. You know how much you benefit from
membership, share it with your friends!

ADDRESS

ATTN: Chris Artz

_________________________________________________________________

Brentwood, CA 94513

NAME

PO Box 66

_________________________________________________________________

DIG Membership

Please fill out the membership
form and mail it along with your

_________________________________________________________________
CITY

STATE

ZIP

_________________________________________________________________

dues to the next general meeting.

EMAIL ADDRESS

may also bring your form and

_________________________________________________________________

dues to the address above. You

PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

Please make checks payable to DIG. □ New Member □ Renewal

Directions
DIG meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 7:30 pm at the Brentwood Community Methodist Church,
809 Second Street in Brentwood.
Winter and Spring propagation events, as well as our annual plant sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch, 700 Creek
Road, Brentwood.
deltainformalgardeners.org

Brentwood Ca 94513
P.O. Box 66
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